PP 2019/0052

TYNWALD MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
FIRST REPORT FOR THE
SESSION 2018-2019
Tynwald Honours

TYNWALD MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
FIRST REPORT FOR THE SESSION 2018-2019
Tynwald Honours
There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court on Management of the Clerk of
Tynwald's Office.
The Committee shall be chaired by the Speaker of the House of Keys, the ViceChairman shall be the President of Tynwald and shall further be composed of two
Members of the House of Keys and a Member of the Legislative Council.
The Committee shall (i) oversee the management of the secretariat of the Office of the Clerk of
Tynwald;
(ii) ensure that necessary services are provided for Members of Tynwald, that
appropriate resources are made available to allow for such services and that
such resources are properly used;
(iii) oversee the efficient and effective use of resources by the Clerk of Tynwald,
who shall be the Accounting Officer for the Tynwald budget;
(iv) provide authority for setting staffing levels and overall terms and conditions
of service of the staff of the Office of the Clerk of Tynwald; and
(v) for the purposes of the Public Records Act 1999 be the Committee authorized
to make decisions in relation to Tynwald papers.
The Committee shall consider nominations of deceased persons for inclusion in the
Manx Patriots’ Roll of Honour and may recommend to Tynwald the award of honours
by the Court to living persons; and in relation to these duties –
(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

The Committee shall report to Tynwald at least once during the life of
each House of Keys, but not necessarily to make a recommendation.
Any recommendation made by the Committee shall be subject to the
approval of a majority of the whole of Tynwald sitting in public and voting
as one body.
The Committee shall be responsible for the erection and ongoing
maintenance of the Manx Patriots‘ Roll of Honour, which shall be
maintained in a prominent position in the public part of the Precincts of
Tynwald.
A plaque shall be placed in a prominent position at a site in the Island
appropriate to the person admitted to the Roll and the Committee may
consider presenting a suitable memento to the family of the person
concerned.

The powers, privileges and immunities relating to the work of a committee of
Tynwald are those conferred by sections 3 and 4 of the Tynwald Proceedings Act
1876, sections 1 to 4 of the Privileges of Tynwald (Publications) Act 1973 and
sections 2 to 4 of the Tynwald Proceedings Act 1984.

Committee Membership
The Hon J P Watterson SHK ex officio (Chair) (Rushen)
The Hon S C Rodan MLC ex officio (Vice-Chair)
Mr D C Cretney MLC
Mr T S Baker MHK (Ayre and Michael)
Mrs C A Corlett MHK (Douglas Central)

Copies of this Report may be obtained from the Tynwald Library, Legislative
Buildings, Finch Road, Douglas IM1 3PW (Tel: 01624 685520) or may be consulted at
www.tynwald.org.im
All correspondence with regard to this Report should be addressed to the Clerk of
Tynwald, Legislative Buildings, Finch Road, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM1 3PW.
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To: The Hon Stephen C Rodan, President of Tynwald,
and the Hon Council and Keys in Tynwald assembled

TYNWALD MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
FIRST REPORT FOR THE SESSION 2018-2019
Tynwald Honours

I.

BACKGROUND

1.

The Tynwald Honours Committee was established in December 1998, following
recommendations made by the Select Committee on Manx Patriots, to propose
names to Tynwald for inclusion in a Manx Patriots’ Roll of Honour for deceased
persons.

2.

In December 2002 the Committee’s remit was extended to recommend to
Tynwald the awarding of honours to living Manx persons.

3.

At the May 2018 sitting, Tynwald Court considered the ‘First Report of the
Tynwald Standing Orders Committee for the Session 2017-2018 – Suspension of
Members; Organization of Committees; Other Matters’ [PP No 2018/0074] and
agreed to the recommendation that the functions of the Tynwald Honours
Committee be added to the remit of the Tynwald Management Committee.

II.
4.

THE MANX PATRIOTS’ ROLL OF HONOUR
The Roll of Honour is designed to give formal recognition to deceased persons
who have made an outstanding contribution to Manx life; the names of those
included are listed in Annex A.
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5.

The recommended criteria for inclusion on the Manx Patriots’ Roll of Honour
are:
1) before the name of any person is recommended for inclusion in the
Manx Patriots' Roll of Honour that person must be shown to have
disinterestedly or self-sacrificially exerted himself or herself to promote
the well-being of the Isle of Man;
2) no living person be considered for inclusion in the Manx Patriots' Roll of
Honour; and
3) inclusion in the Manx Patriots' Roll of Honour be not restricted to
persons born in the Island or of Manx parentage.

III.

METHOD OF COMMEMORATION

6.

The Manx Patriots’ Roll of Honour is displayed in the entrance foyer of
Legislative Buildings.

7.

A more detailed record of each Manx Patriot is included within a dedicated
section of the Tynwald website.1

8.

In June 2016 Tynwald approved the creation of a prominently located Manx
Patriots’ Roll of Honour Board and a Tynwald Honour Board. The Boards were
made by the Manx Workshop for the Disabled and are located at St John’s
Chapel.2

IV.

NAME OF INDIVIDUAL PROPOSED FOR ADDITION TO THE
MANX PATRIOTS’ ROLL OF HONOUR

9.

This year the Committee has decided to nominate internationally renowned
Manx Art Nouveau designer, teacher and artist, Archibald Knox (1864-1933).

10. Archibald Knox was born at Cronkbourne, Tromode on 9th April 1864. Son of
master cabinet and machine-maker William Knox from Kilbirnie, Ayrshire, and
his wife Ann from Lismore Island, Knox was one of seven children.

1
2

http://www.tynwald.org.im/education/history/roh/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.tynwald.org.im/about/news/Pages/1861.aspx
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11. He was educated at St Barnabas Elementary School and Douglas Grammar
School. In 1880 he commenced study at the newly opened Douglas School of Art
and also began teaching.
12. Knox left the Island and undertook a teaching role at Redhill School of Art,
Surrey, before returning to the Isle of Man where he produced numerous
designs (mainly silver and pewter) for Liberty & Co. London.
13. He returned to England and taught at the Kingston School of Art and following a
year in the United States, returned to the Isle of Man where he continued to
teach and paint watercolours.
14. Knox died at the age of 68 on 22nd February 1933 and is buried in Kirk Braddan
Cemetery. His epitaph reads, “A humble servant of God in the ministry of the
beautiful”.
15. In the Isle of Man, Knox is best known for his interest in Celtic designs and
lettering. His art work is highly sought after.
16. The Archibald Knox Society3 was founded to “promote the legacy of Archibald
Knox both nationally and internationally, thus furthering the artistic and cultural
identity of the Isle of Man and attributing to Knox his rightful place in the history
of the decorative arts as one of the foremost artists/designers of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries”.
17. On 9th April 2014, a blue plaque was unveiled at the site of his home and studio
at 70 Athol Street, Douglas to commemorate the 150th anniversary of his
birthday. Continuing the commemoration, Douglas Borough Council dedicated
one of the Marine Gardens on Douglas Promenade to the memory of Knox.
18. Also in April 2014, Isle of Man Stamps and Coins produced a set of ten
commemorative stamps. The images for the stamps originated from Knox’s
illustrated manuscript ‘The Deer’s Cry’ which he worked on during the First
World War when he was a censor at the Knockaloe Internment Camp.
19. A research paper produced by the Tynwald Chamber and Information Service
can be found at Appendix 1. This paper provides information on Archibald
Knox’s various achievements.

3

http://www.archibaldknoxsociety.com/
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Recommendation
That Tynwald approves Archibald Knox for inclusion in the Manx Patriots' Roll
of Honour.

J P Watterson (Chair)
S C Rodan
D C Cretney
T S Baker
C A Corlett

March 2019

References
http://www.isle-of-man.com/manxnotebook/people/artists/aknox.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Knox_(designer)
http://www.archibaldknoxsociety.com/
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V.

ANNEX A - MANX PATRIOTS’ ROLL OF HONOUR
Edward Christian

1600-1661

Electoral Reformer

William Christian - Illiam Dhone

1608-1663

Manx Patriot

Godred Crovan

d. 1095

First King of Mann and the Isles

Rt Revd Thomas Wilson DD

1663-1755

Rt Revd Isaac Barrow DD

1613-1680

Church and Educational Reformer
and Historian
Church and Educational Reformer

Eleanor (Nellie) Brennan

1792-1859

Nursed Cholera Victims

Thomas Edward Brown

1830-1897

Manx National Poet

Major Robert Henry Cain VC TD

1909-1974

Gallant and Distinguished Soldier

Sir Thomas Henry Hall Caine CH
KBE MHK
Sir William Percy Cowley KBE

1853-1931

John Christian Curwen MP MHK

1756-1828

Author and Constitutional
Reformer
Constitutional Reformer and
Culturalist
Agricultural Reformer

Mona Douglas MBE RBV

1898-1987

Poet, Folklorist and Collector

Sir James Gell CVO JP

1823-1905

Constitutional Reformer

Sir William Hillary Bt

1771-1847

Founder of RNLI

Sir Henry Charles Kerruish OBE
LLD(hc) SHK CP

1917-2003

Reforming Parliamentarian

Arthur William Moore CVO JP
SHK
Henry Bloom Noble

1853-1909
1816-1903

Constitutional Reformer and
Historian
Public Benefactor

Sir Joseph Davidson Qualtrough
CBE JP SHK
Captain John Quilliam RN

1885-1960

Constitutional Reformer

1771-1829

Distinguished Naval Officer

Marion Shimmin MHK

1879-1942

First Female MHK

Mavis Kelly LRAM

1926-2005

Musician and Teacher

James Brown

1815-1881

Democratic Reformer

Robert Fargher

1803-1863

Democratic Reformer

Samuel Norris MLC

1875-1948

Reforming Parliamentarian

William Kennish

1799-1862

Inventor, Explorer, Polymath

1886-1958
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APPENDIX 1:
Archibald Knox Research Paper by the
Tynwald Chamber & Information Service

7

8

TYNWALD CHAMBER AND INFORMATION SERVICE

Archibald Knox
PUBLISHED 06/03/2019

STATUS

CONTENTS

Early Life ................................................................................................................................................ 2
The London Years ................................................................................................................................. 3
Return to the Isle of Man...................................................................................................................... 6
Bibliography .......................................................................................................................................... 7

research@tynwald.org.im

9

Archibald Knox

Page 2

EARLY LIFE

Archibald Knox was born on 9th April 1864 in Cronkbourne village. His parents moved to the Island
in 1856, his father William was “an exceptionally ingenious cabinet and machine-maker” who
joined “Moore’s Tromode Works, makers of high quality herring nets and sailcloth, who are
moving towards industrialisation”1. In 1871 he opened his own engineering works on South Quay
Douglas and also ran several steam boat services including the Douglas Head Ferry 2. The firm was
instrumental in converting the Island’s fishing fleet to steam power and pioneered the use of
electric lighting on the Island. His four brothers all followed their father in the family business but
much to his father’s disdain Archibald was more interested in art and archaeology than industry.
The precision of some of his designs have similarities to those used by draftsmen which indicates
that he may have paid attention to his father’s designs or indeed he may have drawn some them 3.

An early example of his lettering style can be seen in the advertisement (IoM Examiner Annual 1909 - originally for
Mercantile Manxland, 1900) for his father and brothers’ firm4

In 1873 Archibald attended St Barnabas Elementary school and it was here he first came in
contacted with the Headteacher Rev. John Quine, an antiquarian and amateur archaeologist. He
fuelled Archibald’s searches for Celtic lore and design. Under his guidance he also joined the local
archaeological society and became a keen collector of fossils, early axe hammers, missile heads,
and various interesting pebbles of jasper, greenstone and corals.5
In 1880 Knox joined the newly created Douglas School of Art and by 1884 he had become a pupil
teacher. In 1890 he received a First Class Certificate in the Principals of Ornament and Design from
Ornament. He was awarded an Art Masters Certificate Group 1. From 1892 to 1896 Archibald had
1

Stephen A. Martin: Archibald Knox 2001 p.300
Captain Stephen Carter: Douglas Head Ferry & the Port Soderick Boats 2003
3
Dollin Kelly: New Manx Worthies 2006 p.277
4
http://www.isle-of-man.com/manxnotebook/people/artists/aknox.htm
5
Stephen A. Martin: Archibald Knox 2001 p.33
2
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various articles published including his silver medal article in a national competition on ‘Historic
styles of Ornament Relating to the Manx Runic Crosses’. In 1896 he began designing gravestones
for Thomas Quayle on the Island. “These monuments cover a period from 1896 through to his
death in 1933 and show the development of his work over a greater period of time than any other
individual aspect of his designs and artistic work.” 6

The earliest known Knox designed gravestone created for Catherine Quayle in 1896 (left). Knox’s own grave was
originally designed for a Quayle family member but donated to Knox due to his untimely death (right).7

It is believed that during the 1890’s Knox worked at least part-time with the architect Mackay
Hugh Baillie Scott. It is Baillie Scott that is one of the main people credited with introducing Knox
to Liberty & Co.
THE LONDON YEARS

In 1897 Knox left the Island and moved to London to work as teacher at the Redhill School of Art.
Knox “was to all accounts an extraordinary and inspirational teacher. He believed art arose out of
the individuality of the artist’s spirit, but required containment and had to be used in concert with
good form, good taste, and a disciplined sense of simplicity and design” 8. In his lectures he was
known for having over 3,000 lantern slides of both ancient and modern art. Stephen Martin
describes Knox’s true gift in teaching as “his ability to bring out the individual spirit of each student
with personal attention and a flexible style of instruction.” 9
It was during his time at Redhill that he struck up a friendship with fellow Manxman Alfred James
Collister. They frequently painted landscapes together both on the Island and in England. It was a
6

Stephen A. Martin: Archibald Knox 2001 p.147
http://www.isle-of-man.com/manxnotebook/people/artists/aknoxcp.htm
8
Stephen A. Martin: Archibald Knox 2001 p.29
9
Stephen A. Martin: Archibald Knox 2001 p.29
7
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relationship that was to end badly. In 1912 after Collister applied for the job as Principal of the
Cambridge School of Art, Knox accused him of submitting Knox’s students’ work as his own. After
this altercation they never spoke again. Both Collister’s and Knox’s work is displayed in the Manx
Museum.
In 1899 he was appointed head of design at Kingston School of Art and it was in this year he also
began to design for Liberty & Co. Exactly how he came to be associated with Liberty & Co. is
uncertain; however, it is believed that Baillie Scott was responsible for the initial introduction.
Regardless of how they came to meet, it was to be a very fortuitous relationship for them both.
Arthur Lasenby Liberty, a gifted entrepreneur, founded Liberty & Co. in 1875 and opened his shop
in Regent Street, London that year. The shop sold ornaments, fabrics and curios imported from the
Far East including a large amount of Japanese silver which he would then stamp with his own
mark. The shop was only part of his business; he also sold a substantial amount of goods via a mail
order catalogue. The catalogue worked well for the imported goods as they were readily available
and could be reordered easily; the same could not be said for the goods produced in England:
“there is a story of a Liberty jewellery buyer ordering one dozen enamel butterfly brooches from
Ashbee’s Guild of Handicraft only to be told that they could not possibly make them ‘to order all
the same’ since these items were made by hand by a craftsman who would be in ‘danger of losing
his dignity should concur with the company’s request’”10. Indeed in 1894 Liberty commented that
English designers often created impractical designs that couldn’t easily be reproduced by
machines. He believed “the true artist-craftsman of course should be able to produce a work of art
within the artificial limits of mechanical production”.11 It was in Knox that he was to find his ideal
craftsman.
During his time working for Liberty’s, Knox created over 5,000 stunning designs ranging from
wallpaper, cutlery, rugs, beakers, coffee pots, mirrors, photograph frames and curtains. Each was
created in his unique style that came to define the Art Nouveau movement to such an extent that
in Italy it was known as Stile Liberty. Knox was the perfect designer for Liberty for many reasons
but not least because Liberty preferred his designers to remain anonymous and Knox was an
exceptionally private man who appeared to be indifferent to fame. However, Knox’s work was so
distinctive because of his reinterpretation / unravelling of the Celtic knot and blending this with
Norse functionality that his hand can be seen in most of Liberty & Co’s produce in the early 1900’s,
notably the ‘Cymric’ and ‘Tudric’ Celtic range of metalwork.

10
11

Stephen A. Martin: Archibald Knox 2001 p.37
Stephen A. Martin: Archibald Knox 2001 p.36
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Design for a hairbrush (left), mirror (middle) and a hairbrush (right). These designs were never produced.12

In 1900 Knox left London to move back to the Island but continued his work designing for Liberty &
Co. He eventually returned to Kingston in 1904 resuming his teaching position. This was to be his
most prolific period with Liberty & Co. until his regular commissions for Liberty & Co. stopped in
1912. It was this year that he resigned from Kingston School of Art after the Kensington examiners
complained about his ‘modern’ teaching methods which were described in an inspection report as
unacceptable.
Such was his popularity with his students that when he resigned a number of his students quit to
form the Knox Guild of Design and Craft. The Knox Guild operated until 1937 from a residence in
the market place, Kingston-on-Thames. It was one his students that rescued several drawings
including an early draft of his illustrated manuscript ‘The Deer’s Cry’ from a waste paper basket.
These now reside in the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.

12

Victoria and Albert Museum
13

Published 06/03/2019

Archibald Knox

Page 6

Extracts from The Deer’s Cry: ‘In swiftness of wind’ (left) and ‘Christ before me’ (right)13

RETURN TO THE ISLE OF MAN

In 1912, after leaving London and heading back to the Island for a few days, Archibald Knox left the
British Isles for America in an attempt to seek employment. However, by 1913 Knox was back
teaching in the Isle of Man. During 1914-19 Knox worked as a parcel censor at the Aliens Detention
Camp, Knockaloe. It was during this time that his final design for Liberty was commissioned; a
memorial for Arthur Lazenby Liberty in 1917 which resides in Lee Church in Buckinghamshire.
In 1920 he returned to teaching at the Douglas High School and when it separated into two single
sex schools he taught art part-time at the Douglas School for Girls and Ramsey Grammar School. In
1926 he exhibited 80 watercolours at the National Gallery of Canada in Ottawa. Knox seldom
signed his pictures as he did not create them for sale, so when someone enquired into the price of
one of his pictures in Ottawa he closed down the exhibition.
Archibald Knox died suddenly of a heart attack on 22nd February 1933 at the age of 68 at his family
home of 70 Athol Street, Douglas. He left behind a remarkable legacy that continues to inspire
designers and collectors to this day. He took the Isle of Man’s Celtic and Norse art history and
brought it back to life, revamping and reinvigorating it almost a millennium after the original
13

https://www.imuseum.im/search/collections/objects/mnh-museum-36102.html
14

Published 06/03/2019

Archibald Knox

Page 7

artists had passed. His designs were not only pleasing to the eye but were simple, functional and,
crucially for the industrial era, easily reproducible by machine. He created new teaching methods
that, whilst they proved to be too controversial for some, inspired his students to set up their own
teaching guild in his name. His distinctive lettering is still to be seen in many places around the
Island, not least on memorials. He was a man who could easily have but did not seek fame, instead
preferring a quiet life inspiring others through his designs, drawings and his teachings. His life is
most succinctly described on his gravestone:
ARCHIBALD KNOX
ARTIST
A HUMBLE SERVANT OF GOD
IN THE MINISTRY OF THE BEAUTIFUL
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CONTACT

Author: Andy Cooke
The research team in the Chamber and Information Service can be contacted by email:
research@tynwald.org.im
Disclaimer: All research information is provided to Members of Tynwald in support of their
parliamentary duties. Tynwald or the author(s) shall not be liable for any errors or omissions, or for
any loss or damage of any kind arising from its use, and may remove, vary or amend any
information at any time without prior notice. Tynwald accepts no responsibility for any references
or links to, or the content of, information maintained by third parties.
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