TYNWALD COURT.
D

ou g las,

T h u r s d a y , D e c e m b e r 20, 1394.

T H E N E W B U IL D IN G S.
The G o v e r n o r said : M y Loi'd Bishop, gentle
men of the Council, M r Speaker, and gentlemen
of the House of Keys, as this is the first time that
we have assembled in this hall, I may, perhaps,
be allowed to congratulate the Court upon the
possession of such a handsome building, and to
express my appreciation of the skill and ability
shown by the architect and of the efficiency
shown by the builder.
(Hear, hear).
This
Legislature has at length been furnished with an
habitation worthy of its ancient lineage, and I am
sure that the dignity of debate which has always
characterised its proceedings will remain
unimpaired in the future.
C A ST LE T O W N

HARBOUK.

Deem ster D r i n k w a t e r subm itted the ap
pended report, and on his m otion , seconded by
M r M artin , it was ordered to be printed and
circulated am ongst the m embers o f the C o u r t :—
The Committee appointed by the Tynwald Court
to consider the question o f deepening or otherwise
im proving Castletown Harbour, have the honour to
make their report to the Court.
A t the request o f the Committee, M r W alker, the
Engineer to the Harbour Commissioners, prepared a
scheme by which the harbour of Castletown, from
the w eir above the second bridge to the lighthouse,
w ould be deepened throughout to an average of
about tw o feet, running out to nothing at the
present level o f low water at the lighthouse.
The
inclination o f the new bottom w ould be about 1 in
532 feet. The Committee approve o f the scheme,
and believe that the harbour w ould be greatly
im proved by carrying it into effect. Their attention
was also directed to the foot-bridge. It was shown
to the Comm ittee that is is of toosm a llasp an for the
class o f vessels which w ould be likely, with the
increased depth o f water, to frequent the harb ou r;
and that, at the present time, from the same cause,
vessels are occasionally prevented from entering
the inner and safer part o f the harbour.
The present foot-bridge is out o f repair.
The
Comm ittee recommend that it should be replaced
by a new foot-bridge, of such increased length as to
allow o f an opening into the inner harbour—six feet
w ider than there is at present.
The tendency o f trade in the present day is towards
larger vessels, and the Committee w ere inform ed
that larger vessels can be chartered at low er ton
nage rates than smaller ones,
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M r W alk er’s estimate for the above suggested
im provem ents is :—
E x ca v a tio n .............................................. £3,759
W idening entrance and providing a
new swing bridge ......................................... 956
T otal...................£4,715
He states, however, in his report, that, for reasons
which he gives, the estimate as regards the excava
tion “ must be accepted with some reserve.”
The report of Mr W alker, and also a copy o f the
evidence taken before the Committee, accompany
this report. The Committee recommend the above
improvements to the favourable consideration of
the Court,
W . L. D r in w a t e r , Chairman.
J. M ylch re est .
E d w a r d M a r t in .
J. R . C o w ell .
J no . J. G oldsm ith .

A P P O IN T IN G C O M M ITTEES A N D
B O A R D S.
On the motion of the A t t o r n e y -G e n e r a l ,
seconded by M ajor S t e p h e n , the report con
cerning this matter, a copy of which is furnished,
was likewise ordered to be printed and circu
lated :—
W e. the Committee appointed by the Court on the
12th July, 1892, “ to consider the present m ode of
appointing Committees and Boards, and to report
whether any improvement therein is practicable,”
have to report as follows
1. The matter referred to us is one of considerable
difficulty, and especially when it is considered that
the two branches of the Court vote by orders, and
that, in most cases the resolution of the Court ap
pointing a Committee must be signed by a quorum
o f each branch to make it effectual. Difficulties
have arisen when the Council and Keys have been
unable to agree, and thejr have been overcom e by
compromises applicable to the occasion only. V ari
ous suggestions have from time to time been made,
but none appear to have commended themselves to
the Court.
2. On the 29th January, 1884, a Committee was
appointed to prepare rules for regulating the pro
ceedings of the Court. That Committee (which
consisted of the Attorney-General, his H onour
Deemster Drinkwater, the Speaker, MrE.C.Farrant,
and M r J. T. Clucas) prepared a draft of rules and
orders, which were submitted in a report to the
Court in July, 1885. Those rules embraced orders
as to the proceedings o f the Court both with respect
to public and private business. The orders as to
Committees and Boards were as follows
(67)
“ M embers to serve on a Select Committee are
nominated by the member who m oved the resolulion for their appointment, but others may be pro
posed by other members. In case no more be
nominated than thè number required to serve, the
members nominated are declared elected, but
otherwise the names of all members proposed are
submitted to the Court in the order in which they
are proposed until the required number be made
up.” (70) “ The Chrirman of a Select Committee
reports to the Court any vacancy in the number of
the Committee, and nominates a member to
fill up the vacancy.
In this case the like
course is observed as to the election of a member
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to fill up the vacancy as on the original
election.” (84) “ The m ode o f appointing an E xecu
tive C om m ittee” (i.e. a Committee appointed for
executive purposes pursuant to a Statute, such as
the A sj'lum Board), “ and of filling up vacancies,
are the same as provided in the case of a Select
Comm ittee.” (85) “ In case by the rejection of
persons nomitated, the Court fail to elect the full
num ber required to serve on the Committee, the
Court m ay proceed to a second election of persons
to m ake up such number on the same day, if so
reso lv e d ; but otherwise the Governor adjourns the
election to a future day. Members rejected at one
election m ay be nominated at any future election,
held on a subsequent day. If, on such subsequent
day, the election cannot be completed in the usual
manner, each branch of the Court separately nom in
ates the number o f persons required to be elected,
and thereupon each branch selects one half of the
nominees o f the other branch, and the nominees of
both branches so selected, are declared to be
elected. Provided that in case the members to be
elected be not equally devisible by two, the K eys
select the m inor part, o f the nominees o f the Council,
and the Council select the m ajor part of the
nominees o f the K e y s ; and that in case one
person only is to be elected, the person elected
is the person whose name is chosen by lot from the
two nominees o f the Council and Keys. (86) W here
by Statute the election or appointment of persons,
not necessarily members, to serve on public
adm inistrative or executive bodies or Boards, is
vested in the Court, the like proceedings are taken
as in the case o f an E xecu tive Committee.” The
report o f the Committee was referred to each
branch o f the Court to be considered in like manner
as a Bill. The Council first took it into considera
tion, and in October, 1886, they agreed on a revised
draft o f Standing Orders. A s to the Orders 67, 70,
81,85, and 86, above referred to, they were adopted
in principle, though in some respects the wording
was altered. In Order 85, it was directed that “ the
lot shall be taken in such manner as the Governor
shall direct,” and there were added to Order 86 the
w ords “ but in such case no member shall nominate
any person to serve, unless he satisfies the Court
that such person is willing to serve.” The Council
and K eys failed to agree as to the general Standing
Orders, bu t on the flt.h February, 1888, the Courtadopted a Code o f Standing Orders in relation to
witnesses, public petitions, private petitions,
private (including local and personal) Bills, Divorce
Bills, provisional orders, and private business only.
P rior to 1S8S the m ode o f electing Committees was
by the nomination o f members singly. The nomina
tion was by a motion, to which an amendment
nom inating another person could be m oved. If the
am endm ent was lost, auother amendment could
be m oved, and the original m otion was not
put until all amendments were exhausted. This
was
considered
a particularly tedious and
offensive mode o f election, and, by way of
correcting it, the late Lieut.-Governor, with
the tacit consent of the Court, adopted practically
the proposed Standing Orders as to the elections of
Committees and Boards—that is, to receive all
nominations proposed and seconded and then to
put the names in the order in which they were p ro
posed, until the requisite number o f names was
chosen. This m ode of election, though considered
preferable to the form er mode, is not considered
satisfactory.
W e have had a personal conference with his
E xcellency the Lieut.-Governor on the subject of
the reference to us, and his Excellency has sug
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gested a m ode of election which is substantially
set forth in the follow ing proposed Orders
P roposed Or d e r s . .
1. In the construction o f these orders the interpre
tations set forth in section 1 o f the Standing Orders
relating to petitions, private bills and private busi
ness of the 9th February, 1888, shall be applicable
to these Orders, unless repugnant to the context.
2. In these Orders the word “ C om m ittee”
includes a Committee o f Enquiry into matters
specially referred to it, an e x e cu tiv e Committee
appointed under Statute for A dm inistrative pur
poses ; and a Board or B ody o f persons, not neces
sarily members o f the Court, appointed under
Statute for public, executive, or administrative
purposes, where by Statute the appointment or
election o f such Board or body is vested in the
Court. The expression “ person nominated ” means
a person nominated by a m otion duly made and
.seconded.
3. The name of each person nominated is entered
on a list o f nominations.
4. In case no m ore persons be nominated than the
number required to serve on the Committee, the
persons nominated are declared elected.
5. I f the persons nominated exceed the number
required to serve on the Committee, and the
Governor, when he is o f opinion that the nomina
tions have ceased, declares the list to be closed,
and no further additions are made to it.
6. The list o f nominations when declared is com 
municated to the Speaker who takes votes of the
House upon it in the names presented by Order 7.
7. The m ode o f voting is, as m ay be directed by
the Speaker, either by each member o f the House
selecting from the list a number o f names equal to
the nurnbes o f persons required to serve on the Com
m ittee, and deliver to the Speaker in writing, the
names selected by him, or the Secretary of the
House attends on each member with the list, and
thereon such member marks a number of names
equal to the number of persons required to serve.
8. The Speaker directs the counting o f the votes
given for each person nominated, and in case of an
equality o f votes for t.wo or more persons, causing
an excess in the number o f persons to be chosen by
the House, the Speaker selects from the persons
so having an equality o f votes the person or persons
to make up such number.
9. The Speaker reports to the Council the names
o f the persons chosen by the House, and the Council
then votes on each o f such names separately.
10. I f any o f the names be rejected by the Council,
the H ouse selects from the list o f nominations other
names in place o f those rejected, and the like
course is observed as in the case o f choosing persons
in the first instance, and so in every case of filling
up a vacancy in the Committee.
11. I f at any time the list o f nominations be
exhausted without a sufficient number of persons
being elected, a n ew list o f nominations is made.
The Committee consider the above mode of
election, suggested by his Excellency the Lieut.Governor, a practicable im provem ent on the
present system, and as such they recommend its
approval and adoption by the Tynwald Court.
J. G e i .l , Chairman.
J. S. G oldie -T a u bm an .
R. S. St e p h e n .
Douglas, 20th December, 1894,
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D O U G L A S N E W B R ID G E .
Deemster G il l ; I beg to present to the Court
the report of the Committee appointed on the
5th July to consider and report upon certain by
laws, framed by the Harbour Commissioners,
under the authority o f the Harbours (Douglas)
Bridge A ct, 1894.
The by-laws have been
printed and circulated amongst the members of
the Court, and, therefore, instead of simply mov
ing the ordinary motion that they be printed and
circulated, I beg to read the report and also
move that the by-laws be confirmed.
The R e c e iv e r -G e n e r a l seconded the motion
and it was unanimously accepted.
Following is a copy of the re p o rt:—
The Comm ittee appointed at the Court held at St.
John’s, on the 5th July last, to consider and report
on certain by-laws fram ed by the Harbour Com
missioners, under the authority o f the Harbours
(Douglas Bridge) A ct, 1894, and which were sub
m itted to the Court for confirmation, beg to report
as follows
These by-laws were made by the Harbour Com
missioners on the 12th October last, the purposes for
which they w ere made being those authorised by
the A ct, viz., for
(a) R egulating the user and the times of user by
the p ublic o f the bridge ;
(b) A ppointing and regulating the payment of
tolls in respect o f persons going on or using,
and o f animals, vehicles of all descriptions, and
goods taken or carried on or over the b rid g e ;
(c) F ixing a composition to be payable in lieu of
the tolls fo r specified periods.
The Committee, after p ublic notice in the news
papers, sat at Douglas on the 6th November.
Several persons resident in Douglas appeared and
suggested alterations in the by-laws. The sug
gestions m ade referred principally to the hours
during which the bridge should be open for traffic
and as to the compositions for tolls.
The Comm ittee also suggested an extension of
the hours for using the bridge, and other minor
alterations.
The Harbour Commissioners having considered
the suggestions made, re-passed the by-laws on the
30th N ovem ber last, in the form in which they are
now presented to the Court. In that form the Com
mittee recom m end them to the Court for confirma
tion. The Comm ittee consider that they are
sufficient in form , and well adapted for the proper
and convenient use o f the proposed Bridge.
The Committee think it right, however, to point
out that the by-laws are necessarily incomplete by
reason o f the omission from the A ct o f any
authority to impose penalties for breaches o f the
provisions o f the by-laws.
J. F r e d G il l , Chairman,
J. R . C o w e l l ,
Jos. M y l c h r e e st .
20th Decem ber, 1894.
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R E -S E W E R IN G DOUGLAS.
Messrs C. Oannell and J. J. Creer (Callow and
Creer) appeared for the municipal authorities of
Douglas in several applications for power to
borrow money, which the Commissioners had
before the Court.
The first petition was one for leave to borrow
a sum not exceeding £20,000 to defray the cost
of the new main sewer
On this matter the
Lieut.-Governor had issued the following
memorandum :—
Application o f the Douglas T own Commissioners
for leave to borrow a sum not exceeding £20,000 to
defray the cost o f constructing: a new main sewer &c.
The Lieutenant-Governor has received a petition,
which he has ordered to be heard at a Tynwald
Court on the 20th instant, Irom the Douglas Town
Commissioners, w ho appty for leave to borrow a
sum not exceeding £20,000, to be applied in defray
ing the cost o f the construction o f a new oval-shaped
brick sewer to be laid on the Loch Parade, Colonel’s
R oad, and the North Quay, and the Queen’s Cres
cent ; and an extension o f the main southern o u tle t;
also for p roviding an efficient and adequate system
o f ventilation and flushing the sewers of the town.
The Commissioners propose that the loan should
be for fifty years from that date o f borrowing. The
annual payment required to meet interest and sink
ing fund w ould be £852 14s 2d., and it is intended
that such sum be a charge on the general rates of
the town.
The total debt of the town ( apart from the water
undertaking and new street departments) is as
follows
Proportion of town sto ck ...................... £40,856
M ortgage bon ds..................................... 12,000
M ortgage bonds on account o f town
improvement, schem e.................... 70,000

The general district rate for the current year is
Is 9d in the £. A penny rates produces, on the
present valuation o f rateable property within the
town, £180. It would, therefore, require a rate of!
something less than 2d in the £ to defray the cost
o f the works contemplated in this application.
T o the financial part o f the scheme the Lieut.Governor sees no objection.
Governm ent House, 12th December, 1894.
M r F is h e r m oved, and M r J . T. COWELL
seconded, that the m atter b e referred to a C om 
m ittee o f five members.
Deemster DRINKWATER : Before this matter

is referred to a Committee, I wish to say a
few words respecting it.
This, I believe,
is
one
of
t h e . most
important ques
tions
which
has ever been
before the
Tynwald Court.
It is not merely that the
amount is very large, but, if a wrong step is
taken on this occasion, damage may be done to
the town of Douglas which cannot be estimated.
Re-sewering Douglas.
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(Hear, hear.)
I do not object to a Com
mittee being appointed, because that is the
only way in which the matter can be inves
tigated, but I would advise that larger powers
be given to that Committee than are usually
given to Committees of this Court.
In the
matter of the drainage of towns, especially those
on the _sea coast, very great difficulties have
in many cases arisen. In the case of one town
with which I am acquainted—Torquay—there
was great difficulty, and that case is not very
dissimilar to Douglas. There, there is a quantity
o f low-land surrounded by hills, and with a
strong tide running outside—very similar to
ours. The set of the tide outside is very strong.
The drainage of Torquay was very bad, and they
had to spend from £50 000 to £70,000 in order to
pierce th e h ills and take the drainage to a bay some
two milesotf. I havemade inquiry,and I find that
it has been most satisfactory ; and although the
cost has been very great, the result is that
Torquay has been made one of the most healthy,
as well as one of the most agreeable resorts
in summer or winter.
Upon a former
occasion,
when
we were in
difficulties
as to Sir John Coode’s plans for the
harbours of Douglas, it was suggested that
a way out of the difficulty was to consult the
greatestauthority in the kingdom upon harbours,
and Sir John Hawkshaw was called in. He
made a very valuable report, and I rather think
thatit was partly owing to that report that we
have the works now existing. Whether they
are the best we could have had we cannot say,
and we cannot go higher than the highest of
engineers.
In the case of the drainage of
Ramsey the opinion of an eminent engineer was,
with the approval of Governor Walpole, taken,
and it is to be hoped, and it is believed, that the
system which was adopted there on the suggestion
o f that engineer, and which differed consider
ably from what had been before proposed, will
make Ramsey as healthy as any watering-place
could be. The view
I take of the case
o f Douglas is that, if this matter is re
ferred to a committee, then the committee
should have power to insist upon selecting an
engineer with the approval, I would suggest, of
the Governor. I would suggest the appoint
ment o f a totally independent person, who
would be asked to consider whether the plan
suggested by the Town Commissioners, or any
Re-sewering Douglas.
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other plan, was the best thing for Douglas.
When we are fortified by such an opinion as that,
we will be doing the best we can do. I think it
will suggest itself to the Commissioners that that
is the best thing that possibly could be done. All
praise tc them that they should have the courage
to propose this scheme. (Hear, hear.) I blame
them in no way. They have formed their own
opinion, but if we are to consider the inter ests
not only of Doug.las, but of the whole
Island,
we will adopt this course, and
have an engineer, a perfectly independent
man, selected by the Committee. His services
may cost a fair sum of money, but I do not think
in a matter so important that the expense would
be grudged. It would never do to leave a matter
of this kind to five members of the Tynwald
Court, who are not experts, and do not know as
much about it as some of the Commissioners who
have made it a study for years.
F or that
reason, I think it better to have an engineer
called in.
The G o v e r n o r : Before that is put, I would
like to speak upon a personal matter. Though I
entirely concur in the opinion of his Honour the
Deemster as to the powers to be given to the
Committee, I must say that I do not see any
necessity for the intervention of the Governor.
I think it should be left to the Committee them
selves to select a professional man. For my own
part, I should prefer not to be obliged to inter
fere one way or the other.
M r K nekn : I suppose the engineer would
have the power to approve or disapprove of the
plan suggested. I don’t think that the Commis
sioners would put themselves in the hands of any
engineer, however eminent, as to any other plans,
because, I suppose, they have gone fully into the
matter.
They have to bring sufficient evidence
before the Committee to satisfy them that the
scheme suggested is the proper o n e ; and, if they do
not, the Committee would notreport in favour of it.
I see a great objection to allowing outsiders, who
are not ratepayers, to select an engineer, and by
whose opinion the Commissioners would have to
be guided.
I think, after the opinion expressed
by his Honour, that the Committee would be
strong enough to see that they had some opinion
in favour o f the work as suggested. I do not
think it is fair to ask the Commissioners to throw
the whole case away, and to run the risk of being
put to much greater expense, without having
Ke-sewering Douglas.
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other opinions to the course which might be sug
gested by the eminent engineer.
M r J. T. C o w e l l : The difficulty that I see is
the increased cost which would fall upon
Douglas. His Honour said that the matter was
of very great importance, not only to Douglas,
but the whole Island. W ith that I entirely
agree. I do not think that we could so improve
Douglas as to make it one of the best health
resorts in the United Kingdom without the
rest of the Isle of Man participating in the
advantage. I think the whole matter should
go before a Committee, because otherwise
the Court would not have the advantage of the
opinions already given by eminent engineers;
but, at the same time, I think that the opinion
of 18 gentlemen selected by the ratepayers
should have some weight. They have by a large
majority sweptto one side theexpert evidence, and
fallen back upon a report which was made 30 years
ago. I am simply showing the necessity for the
Committee to have the whole of the facts before
them. If an expert be called in, his services may
cost a good deal, and I think that the Com
missioners should have some voice in the matter.
It should not be within the power of the Com
mittee to land the town in an expense of, say,
£500 in that way. I take it that Deemster Drinkwater, from his statement that the whole thing
would be for the benefit of the whole Island,
means that the expense of the expert should be
defrayed out of the revenue.
Deemster DlUNKWATER : I think you should
have the same justice as Ramsey had.
Mr J . T. C o w e l l : I think Ramsey benetitted
considerably by having the plan of the eminent
engineer carried out. I do not think that much
objection will be raised by the Douglas Town
Commissioners, though the representatives of the
town have not had an opportunity of consulting
them. If there could be an adjournment of the
debate we might have an opportunity of con
sulting them on the suggestion made by the
Deemster. I move the adjournment of the
debate till the conclusion of the other business on
the agenda.
The proposal was seconded b y M ajor S t e p h e n ,
and agreed to.
SO U TH Q U A Y , D O U G L A S.
The Douglas Town Commissioners applied for
authority to borrow £500 for the purpose of
South-quay Douglas.
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defraying the cost of improving th« roadway on
the South-quay. The Governor had issued the
following memorandum on the su b ject:—
Application o£ the Douglas T ow n Commissioners
for leave to borrow the sum of £500 for widening
and im proving the South-quay.
The Lieutenant-Governor has received a petition
for hearing at the Tynwald Court, on the 20th
instant, from the Douglas Town Commissioners for
leave to borrow a sum not exceeding five hundred
pounds (£500), to be applied in defraying the cost of
widening and im proving the roadway at the Southquay and F ort Anne-road. It is proposed that the
loan shall be for flfts- years from the date o f borrow 
ing. The annual payment required to meet interest
and sinking fund on the sum proposed to be
borrow ed w ould be £21 6s Id, and it is intended
that such sum be a charge on the general rales of
the town.
The particulars of the town debt and general
rates appear in the Lieutenant-Governor’s m em o
randum on the sewerage ot Douglas questions of
to-day’s date. His Excellency sees no objection to
this application being granted.
Governm ent House, 5th December, 1891.
D eem ster D k in k w a t e u : W h at expenses are
included in th is?

M r T. G. Taylor, surveyor to the Douglas
Town Commissioners, was called and sworn. He
Was understood to say that the coke-house formerly
used by the Gas Company had been so altered as to
admit of a change being made in the hill leading
to the Head. Land equivalent to 102 square
yards had been purchased. The purchase had
been made by agreement. The improvement
eased a part of the steep hill, and obviated the
possibility of collisions between
vehicles.
Previous to this improvement, this was a most
dangerous place. The cost of the land and the
necessary alterations in the property was £500.
The alterations to the footpaths the Com
missioners proposed to pay out of the current
rates.
M ajor S t e p h e n : I move that the prayer of
the petition be granted. Anyone who knows
this corner will be aware that this improvement
is one of the most important which could be
made.
It was a very dangerous place, and
vehicles were even in danger o f running into the
harbour.
M r M a it l a n d seconded the motion, and it
passed neinine centradicente.

R ID G E W A Y STREET.
The next matter was the petition of the Doug
las Town Commissioners for authority to borrow
£175, the cost of the new water main to supply
Ridgeway-street.
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Ridgeway-street.
is appended

The Governor’s memorandum

Application o f the Douglas Town Commissioners for
leave to borrow a sum not exceeding £175 to
defray cost o f laying new water main.
The Lieutenant-Governor has received a petition,
for hearing at the Tynwald Court on the 20th inst.,
from the Douglas Town Commissioners for leave to
borrow a sum not, exceeding one hundred and
seventy-five pounds (£175), to be applied in defray
ing the cost o f laying a new w ater main from Finchroad to the North Quay through Ridgeway-street,
the same being rendered necessary through the re
construction of the portion of the town comprised
within t he T own Im provement Scheme. It is pro
posed that the loan should be for thirty years from
the date of borrowing. The annual payment re
quired to meet interest and sinking fund on the sum
proposed to be borrowed would be £9 10s 3d, and it
is proposed that such sum should be a charge on the
water rents, supplemented by the general rates of
the town.
The total debt of the town in respect o f the water
undertaking is as follows
Proportion of T ow n S to ck ................. £1G0,2U0
M ortgage Bonds.................................
4,000
£164,200
The water revenue for the year ended 31st M arch
last was £8,4314s.
The Lieutenant-Governorsees n oobjection to this
application being granted.
Governm ent House, Isle o f Man, 5th Dec., 1894.

M r James Caugherty, water inspector, deposed
that the work done was entirely new, and was
likely to be of a permanent nature.
The prayer of the petition was granted, on
the motion o f M r G o l d s m it h , seconded by M r
J. T. Cow ell.
P R O P O SE D N E W C E M E T E R Y F O R
D O U G LA S.
Counsel next presented a petition from the
Douglas Town Commissioners asking for leave
to introduce a Bill authorising the Commis
sioners to provide a cemetery.—M r Caunell
proved the advertising of the application in the
newspapers, and the service, through M r W. M .
Kerruish, of notice upon the Vicars and parish
clerks of Onchan and Braddan, and upon the
Vicar of St. George’s Church.
M r E. Chadwick, Chairman of the Douglas
Town Commissioners, said that the question o f a
new cemetery has been before the Cornmis- .
sioners. In hisopinion a cemetery was necessary
for Douglas. The Commissioners decided that
unanimously. Notice was served on the Com
missioners that the space in Braddan cemetery
was almost exhausted, and that an enlargement
would be necessary.
Proposed New Cemetery for Douglas.

58 TYN W ALD COURT, December 20, 1394.
M a jo r S t e p h e n : I m ove that leave b e given.
T here is no question that the C om m issioners
have a righ t to provide th eir ow n cem etery.
M r J . T . C o w e l l : I second that. I think
it w ill b e one o f the best things ever done fo r
D ouglas.
T h e proposal was agreed to, and the G overnor
stated that the B ill would be taken up first by
the K ey s.

D O U G L A S SW IN G B R ID G E .
The R e c e i v e r - G e n e r a l : I beg to move the
following resolution :—
W hereas this Court did, on the Sth M ay last, vote
a sum of £16,500 for the construction of a swing
bridge across Douglas Harbour, with the necessary
works in connection therew ith:
A n d whereas the tender for the building of the
bridge which the Harbour Commissioners propose
to accept is £500 in excess o f the estimated cost then
subm iited by them to the C ourt:
R esolved,—That this Court do vote a further sum
of £500 for the carrying out of such bridge and
works, such sum either to be paid out of the harbour
dues and passenger duty levied, or to be levied, at
the said harbour, or borrowed by the Harbour Com
missioners on the same security and conditions on
which they are authorised to raise the said first
mentioned sum.
In continuation, the R e c e i v e r - G e n e r a l said:

The plans which the Harbour Commissioners
have approved are those from Armstrong’s firm,
at Elswick. They have the great advantage over
all the others, that in no case does the bridge
rise more than seven feet above the road, so that
there will be considerably less interference with
the general view than we thought would be pos
sible.
The Commissioners ihink these plans
much the best, and for that reason they unani
mously recommend the additional vote of £500.
The amount may be paid out of the Harbour
Dues Fund, but if there is not sufficient there, we
take authority to raise the amount in the same
way as the first sum of £ 16,500.
M ajor St e p h e n seconded the motion.
M r F is h e r said he would like the engineer
called as to the carrying capacity of the bridge,
because he noticed by the by-laws that neither
steam nor electrically drawn cars were to use the
bridge.
M r James Walker, being sworn, deposed : The
bridge is calculated to carry one cwt. to the
square fo o t ; but, in addition to that, it is
calculated on the roadway to allow two vehicles
Douglas Swing Bridge.
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to pass, each having four wheels, and to bear one
ton for each wheel.
M r F i s h e r : I hope some day to see the
electric cars running over this bridge.
W hat
is the weight of the electric car and m otor?
W itness: I do not know for certain, but 1
think eight or nine tons.
M r F is h e r : Could the bridge carry that?
Witness : Certainly that, and, perhaps, a great
deal more. It depends upon how far the wheels
are apart.
M r F is h e r : Have you considered the ques
tion of those cars using the bridge ?
W itness: Only in a rough way. The question
never came before the Committee, and I had no
instructions on the point.
M ajor S t e p h e n : This will be a great im
provement on the previous design ?
W itness: It is the same bridge, only it is much
handsomer.
M r FISHER : Is it the same as the bridges at
C astletow n and R am sey ?

Witness : It is a swing bridge. It is the same
kind of bridge, but it wi'l be much better look
ing.
The vote was agreed to.
C A R R IC K RO CK .
The R e c e iv e r -G e n e r a l in moving the resolu
tion which follows said that the cost was increased
because the Harbour Commissioners thought the
beacon should have a refuge upon it, and in fact
be just such an one as the Scotch Commissioners
had placed on the Thousla rock
W hereas, this Court did on the 10th July last
v ote a sum o f £150 for the purpose of placing a
beacon on the Carrick R ock in Port St. M ary B a y :
A n d whereas it is censidered advisable to erect a
larger beacon than was at first proposed, at a cost
not exceeding £250:
R esolved—That a further sum not exceeding £100
be applied from the general revenue o f this Isle to
defray the additional cost o f such work.
The proposition was seconded by M r JOUGHIN.

M r Q u in e : I support that motion. I think
that a beacon should have been placed there long
ago. Some time ago 1 gave notice that I would ask
what had become of the unexpended balance of
the money on the Port St. Mary works. The
people there expect some day to have steamers
calling there' in the summer season, and there
are rocks and boulders in the harbour-----Carrick R ock.
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The G o v e r n o r : The hou. member must make
that a special resolution. It is not relevant to
the matter before the Court.
The vote was agreed to.
T H E N E W L E G IS L A T IV E B U ILD IN G S.
Deemster D r i NKWAt e r moved the appended
resolution :—
That a sum of £700 be voted from the general
revenue o f this Isle to defray the cost o f furnishing
and com pleting the new Tynwald Court chamber.

I hope (continued his Honour) that you are all
in good humour this morning, and that you will
make no objection to this vote. So far as we
can see from this end of the Court, everything
seems to be exceedingly comfortable, at all events
we took care to look after ourselves, and I trust
that the Keys are equally well off. The bill is
not a very long one, if you look around and see
all that has been done for it.
M ajor S t e p h e n , who was only heard with
great difficulty in the gallery, was understood to
congratulate the Court upon the possession of so
handsome a building, and proceeding he said : A t
the same time I wish to point out that the
members of the Press are not satisfied with their
position. They complain that the public behind
them disturb them, and that they cannot see the
members of the Bar—I don’t know whether they
can hear them or not. Then, again, the backs of
the witnesses are turned to them. These diffi
culties may not be insuperable, but is is right
that the attention of the Building Committee
should be called to them, and I have no doubt
they could put a screen behind the gentlemen of
the Press, so that they cannot be overlooked by
the public.
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r : Can their notes be
read by anyone else?
M ajor S t e p h e n : 1 don’ t know. Sometimes
their notes may be in long hand, but I think the
Press have a complaint. The Keys, generally, I
think, are obliged to the Building Committee
for the great pains they have taken in this room.
It is handsome, and so far as we can see at
present, it is convenient; and no doubt the
Committee will express its thanks to them by the
unanimous way in which it will vote the money.
M r J. K. C o w e l l : I wish to support my hon.
frien d in the rem arks w hich he has m ade to the
C ourt. A t the same tim e I w ou ld like to know
w hether this vote includes a num ber o f little

The New Legislative Buildings.
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things which are necessary for the convenience
o f members, or will it be necessary to have
another vote for them ?
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r : There is a small
margin for blinds, hearth rugs, and so on. The
total sum available is about £32
M r J. K. C o w e l l : No doubt that sum will be
sufficient. Supporting the hon. member for
South Douglas in the matter of the accommoda
tion for the reporters, I went into the strangers
gallery this morning for the purpose of ascer
taining how matters stood, and I fonnd it was
exceedingly difficult for the Press to follow the
proceedings of the C ourt, and some little alter
ation will be necessary in order to enable
them to hear better.
In the first place,
all the sound of the traffic- from the
entrances comes up the stairs, through the door
at the top, which is frequently open, and confuses
the utterance of the member speaking. I fonnd
it impossible myself to hear what was said by the
learned counsel for the Douglas Commissioners.
X could not follow his observations intelligently,
and when the Attorney-General swore the wit
nesses I could not hear a word that he said.
These matters should be attended to, in the
interests o f a ll; and I am assured that a very
great deal of what has taken place this morning
will not be reportpd. Generally speaking, I offer
my best thanks to the gentlemen responsible for
the arrangement of the Court. So far as the
Keys are concerned, for the first time in an
experience of 14 years, I find that we are treated
as we have a right to be treated. W e have decent
accommodation, and the place is admirably laid
out for debate ; and, in many other ways, has the
dignity of this ancient Legislature been regarded.
The gentlemen responsible deserve our best
thanks, and I think when the reporters are dea
with in such a manner as will suit them, we shall
have a perfect and handsome building.
M r K n e e n suggested that the Press should be
placed on the same level as the Bar—on the other
side of the room.
He thought the reporters
should not be placcd near where they could hear
people talking.
The B is h o p : I should like to take the oppor
tunity of expressing my own satisfaction with the
chamber we have met in to-day. W e have to thank
the Building Committee, not only on account of
the general appearance of the building, but also
The New Legislative Buildings.
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for the arrangements that they have made. A t
the same time, I should like to say that if some
arrangements could be made to have the witnessbox in a better position it would be very desir
able. It has been exceedingly difficult for the
members of the Council to hear the witnesses ;
and then it must be obvious that for a witness to
have to turn his back to the counsel who
questions him is an exceedingly inconvenient
arrangement. I think also, that the best oppor
tunity possible should be given to the reporters
to hear what is going on. The chamber is, I
think, worthy of the dignity of this ancient
Legislature, but certain minor alterations
are necessary. Perhaps it would be better if the
debate were postponed in order that the cost of
them might be ascertained, or perhaps his
Honour had better ask for a larger sum, say
£750. (Hear, hear.)
The S p e a k e r was understood to suggest that
the Building Committee could consider the
matter, and make further suggestions, and
obtain an additional vote if necessary.
I f the
Court would so far honour them (the Building
Committee) by continuing them in office, they
could see whether the defects alluded to could be
remedied.
The G o v e r n o r : I deprecate the postpone
ment of the vote, because money is due to
tradesmen for what has been d on e; and I think
they should be paid without delay.
(Hear,
hear.) As the Speaker has pointed out, there is
no reason why a subsequent vote should not be
taken. As to the various suggestions which have
been made, they can be made by the Building
Committee
if
we
galvanise them into
existence; and I believe th it they are
willing to continue in existence.
It may
not be possible to put the reporters on the floor
o f the House, but it may be possible to improve
the position they now occupy. It may not be
possible to compensate the hon. member for
South Douglas for the drawbacks to which he
referred by a seat at this elevation—(laughter)—
but, perhaps, in time, his ambition may be
gratified. (Renewed laughter.) Then the Build
ing Committee must have some regard for the
aesthetic view of the question. (Hear, hear).
There is one point upon which the Court are
agreed, and that is in their appreciation of the
Building Committee, and, I think, on the whole,
the Court are satis tied with the new building.
The New Legislative Buildings.
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(Hear, hear.) O f course, the arrangements are
more or less tentative, but the suggestions made
to-day will, T am sure, be carefully considered by
the Building Committee. (Hear, hear.)
Deemster D r in k w a t e r suggested that the
Governor be respectfully asked to assist the Com
mittee in their work, and that being agreed to,
the motion passed unanimously.
T H E L IS T O F VO TE R S.
M ajor S t e p h e n moved the following reso
lution :—
That the expenses o f form ing and revising the
lists o f voters under the House o f K eys Election
A cts having been laid before this Court, and having
been found to be in accordance with the scale of
charges laid down in the House of K eys Election
A ct, 1892,—
R esolved,—That the same be approved, and that
a sum o f £145 14s 2d be applied from the general
revenue o f this Island to defray the same.

He said : The Committee consisted of his Honour
the Clerk of the Rolls, the hon. and learned
member for North Douglas, and myself.—H e
read the report.
M r M a r t i n seconded the resolution, and it
was agreed to.
SE A F IS H E R IE S.
M r S t e v e n s o n : I beg leave to move—
That a provisional order made by the Coatmissioners on 26th October last, and duly published in
four Insular newspapers, creating a d istrict under
the A ct, to comprise the whole of the territorial
waters o f this Isle, be confirmed.

In moving the adoption of this resolution, I
would like to point out that it dous not follow
that because we have constituted the whole of
these territorial waters of the Isle of Man as a
Sea Fisheries District, the by-laws will affect
the whole of that district. W e have power
to constitute, from time to time, separate divi
sions of that district, as it may be found ex
pedient. Therefore, I hope there may be no
opposition to this motion to-day.
M ajor St e p h e n : I have great pleasure in
seconding the motion. The matter was discussed
with very great anxiety, and the possibility of
making different districts with different by-lawa
was under consideration.
The
Committee
thought, after consideration, that it was advis
able to make the whole of the territorial waters
o f the Island one district, which could be
governed by the same by-laws.
The List of Voters.—Sea Fisheries.
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D eem ster D r i n k w a t e r : X do not know i f it
has been exactly ascertained how far the terri
toria l waters extend. I have sometimes heard it
said th at they extend three leagues, and at other
times I have heard it said that they exten d three
m iles. I think that it ought to be specified.
M r S t e v e n s o n : T hree miles.
Deem ster D r i n k w a t e r : I f that is so,
instead o f saying “ teoritoria l waters,” why not
say three m iles.
I t w ould prevent difficulties.
I do n ot wish to m ove it as an am endm ent, bu t 1
suggest it.

The G o v e r n o r : W ould the hon. member
be willing to substitute “ three m iles” for
“ territorial waters ” ?
Mr S T E V E N S O N : Certainly, s ir ; though I
think it has been laid down already in foreign
conventions that territorial waters only extend
for three miles from high-water mark.
T he A t t o r n e y -G e n e r a l : I had occasion
nee b efore to g o into this m atter. A t one tim e
it was though t that the territorial waters
exten ded three leagues ; bu t when we cam e to
deal with foreign countries in recent conventions,
it was d ecid ed th at three miles was the utm ost
lim it recognised. I think we must be content
n ot to claim ju risdiction beyon d three miles.

The G o v e r n o r : It seems to me, after the
explanation of the Attorney-General, that the
motion may be allowed to stand. It is clear that
the Fishery C o m m i s s io n e r s cannot enforce their
by-laws beyond three miles.
The motion was agreed to.
M r S t e v e n s o n : Ih a v e the honour to m ove
That the by-laws made by the Commissioners
under this A ct for the regulation o f sea fishing on
the coasts o f this Isle be approved.

The following are the by-laws
The follow ing by-laws shall apply to the whole of
the Isle o f Man Sea Fisheries District, defined by
order o f the Sea Fisheries Committee, dated 26th
October, 1891, provided that noi.hing herein con
tained shall apply to any fishery officer or other
persons fishing for sea fish for scientific purposes,
or for stocking or breeding purposes, under the
■written authority in that behalf of the Committee
fo r the tim e being under the above A et, signed by
them, and subject to the conditions contained in
that authority
1. No person shall use, in fishing for sea fish from
any vessel propelled otherwise than by sails or oars,
any method or instrument o f fishing except, hooks
and lines.
2. No person, except- under the authority aforresaid, shall, at any time from the date when this
by-law shall com e into force, use any beam trawl or
otter trawl for taking sea fish.

Sea Fisheries.
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3. The close season for oysters shall be between
the 1st day of M ay and the 31st day o f A ugust in
each year, both said days inclusive. N o person
shall, during each close season, dredge for, take, or
catch any oysters in the aforesaid district.
4. A ll persons engaged in fishing for or taking
oysters in the aforesaid district shall, immediately
on any oysters being brought on board any boat,
cull all such oysters as may be laken or caught, and
shall immediately throw back into the water all
oysters o f less than tw o inches and one-half at the
greater diameter thereof, as well as all gravel and
fragments of shell raised or taken whilst engaged
in such fish ing; and shall not rem ove from any
fishing ground or oyster bed any oysters of
less dimensions than two inches and one-half at the
greatest diameter thereof.
5. Provided that the foregoing by-laws, numbered
3 and 1, shall not apply to oysters laid down
in storage beds.
C. A ny person acting in contravention of these
by-laws shall be liable, on conviction by a Court of
Summary Jurisdiction, to a fine not exceed
ing twenty pounds; and in case o f any continuing
offence, to a further fine o f ten pounds for every
day during w hich such offence continues: and such
Court may, if it think fit, adjudge that any sea fish
taken or instrument used contrary to the provisions
o f the above A ct, be forfeited and sold, or disposed
of as the Court m ay direct.

I do not know (Mr Stephenson said, in con
tinuation), whether the Court will consent to
this resolution to-day, because I must admit that
the by-laws have not been before the Court for a
very long time, but I may point out that in, con
sidering these by-laws, and in drafting them, the
Committee were guided very much indeed by
what they have been doing in other places. Now,
the first by-law is one relating to steam trawling.
Now. that by-law entirely prevents steam
trawlers from trawling or dredging within the
prescribed district. That has been done in the
case of the Lancashire district. It was found
necessary there to have some by-law of that
description for the protection of fish on the
coasts of Lancashire. The whole of the north
east and a great portion of the west coast of
Scotland is also protected by the Bill, which is
almost stronger than this, for it prevents trawl
ing by any sort of vessel. It was found that a
most wasteful destruction of fiat fish had been
going on, and it was necessary to protect those
fish.
M r J . T . C o w e l l : May I ask if these by-laws
have appeared in the Insular newspapers ?
M r S t e v e n s o n : They have not.
M r J. T. C o w e l l : Well, why entertain them
to-day ? The public have a right to know what
they are.
The G o v e r n o r : The hon. member has raised
a point that must be considered.
Sea Fisheries,
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M r S t e v e n s o n : The A ct provides that the
Court may approve or not approve.
There is
nothing about notice.
The G o v e r n o r : The A ct does not provide for
the publication of the by-laws ; but, of course, if
the Court think they ought to be published, and
that the public should have farther notification
of them, we can adjourn this matter to a future
Tynwald Court.
M r Stevenson : These by - laws will not
interfere with anybody, except with trawling
within the district. They also lay down a close sea
son for oysters, and prescribe the size of oysters to
be captured within the district.
I may say
that, from the first, the difficulty the Committee
had to consider was the definition of the word
“ trawling.”
There was some difference of
opinion on the subject, but I think we agreed,
eventually, that we had not power to deal with
any kind of trawling except that which is known
as beam-trawling. W e have no power to deal
with trawling by nets from the shore, though I
believe those nets do a very great deal of damage
to the shore fisheries.
But we have no power to
deal with them, nor with stake nets, or trammel
nets, or anything of that description.
Deemster D r in ic w a t e r : With dredging?
M r S t e v e n s o n : Yes, we have power to deal
with that. I feel that at no distant date this A ct
will have to be revised to give us further powers.
M r JoUGHJN: I have pleasure in seconding
the m otion.

Mr KNEEN : I beg to move, as an amendment,
that this matter be referred to a Committee with
power to take evidence. When this B ill was
brought before us it was stated that the really
operative part of the A ct would be the by-laws
made under it. and they would not be passed
until an opportunity had been given, to those in
terested in fisheries, and « h o had made the sub
ject a study, to be h-.arj. I think it is only fair
to appoint the committee, a cd give public notice
of their sittings, so that anybody can attend and
give evidence.
The GOVERNOR.: Could the lion, member
point to a precedent for the appointment of a
committee to revise the proceedings of another
committee ?
M r KNEUN said that committees were fre
quently appointed to consider applications of the
Harbour Commissioners.
Sea Fisheries,
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M r J . T. C o w e l l : I second the amendment.
The adjournment of the debate was moved and
seconded.
M r KNEES': I submit the motion is out of
order. I moved an amendment which I think
should first be voted on.
The G o v e r n o r : The adjournment of the
debate must take precedence. I f the Court do
not wish the debate to be adjourned, it will not
be adjourned, but if the Court wishes the debate
to be adjourned, surely it has the right to do so.
M r J o u g h in : It will give the Committee an
opportunity of advertising the by-laws, and that
would have the same effect as my hon. friend
wishes to provide for.
The A t t o r n e y -G e n e r a l : In this case, I am
rather in favour of the amendment, it being
understood that the Committee arrange to
advertise these by-laws.
The motion for the adjournment of the debate
was put, and declared lost.
The G o v e r n o r : The question before the
Court now is the original motion and the amend
ment o f tho hon. member.
M r J. R . C o w e l l : What is the motion of tho
hon. member ?
M r K n e e n : That the by-laws be referred to a
Committee of three to consider and report.
M r J . T. C o w e l l seconded.
The A t t o r n e y -G e n e r a l : The hon. member
said at first—“ with power to take evidence.’
M r K n e e n : Y es.

The G o v e r n o r : That is the inconvenience of
not having an amendment in writing.
The amendment was put and agreed to.
The following nominations were made for the
Com m ittee:
M r James Mylchreest—proposed by M r
M a r t i n , and seconded by M r J. R . C o w e l l .
M r J. R . Cowell—proposed by Mr J am e s
M ylch reest.

M r K neen—proposed by M r J. T. C o w e l l ,
seconded by M r F is h e r .
M r A . W . M o o r e —proposed by M r C r e l l i n ,
and seconded by M r M a it l a n d .
Mr J . R. C o w e l l excused himself on the
ground that he was a member of the Board; and
it was agreed that the Committee consist of
Messrs T. Kneen, James Mylchreest, and A .
W . M oore.
Sea Fisheries.
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A P P O IN T M E N T O F IN SP E C T O R TO TH E
LOCAL GOVERNM ENT BOARD.
The following resolution stood next in order
on the agenda paper:—
W hereas, by section IS o f the Local Government
Amendment A ct, 1891, the Local Government
Board are empowered to appoint an inspector under
the Local Government A cts, and to assign him
such salary as the Tynwald Court may approve,
such salary to he paid out o f the general revenue
of the Islan d :
A nd whereas by section 5 o f the Boarding-house
A ct, 1894, the Local Government Board are autho
rised, with the approval of the Governor, to appoint
an inspector under such A ct, and assign him a
¡.alary to be paid out of moneys to be provided by
T y n w a ld :
A nd whereas the Local Governm ent Board
appointed an inspector under the said Boarding
house A ct to serve until the 30th September, 1891,
at a salary of £7 7s a week, which appointment
has now terminated :
A nd wherexs the Local Governm ent Board have
m ade a temnnrary arrangement by which the
duties o f the inspectors under the before-mentioned
A cts shall, from the 1st o f October, 1891, be dis
charged by the same person at a salary of £150 a
year:
R esolved—That this Court do approve of the said
salary of £150 to be payable to the inspector under
both the said Acts, from 1st October, 1891.

The G o v e r n o r : Before calling on Deemster
Drinkwater to move the next resolution, I will
explain to the Court how the matter stands. A t
the last sitting of the Court, at St. John’s, a reso
lution was moved by his Honour slightly differ
ent to that which appears on the agenda now.
First of all, I should explain that the resolution
was not discussed, for when the lion, member for
North Douglas informed us that he would be
obliged to oppose it, it came in the category of
“ contentious business ” which was not to be
transacted in the sacred edifice. I wish to
explain now what the difference in the resolution
is. The difference is that the concluding words
of the former resolution have been omitted.
It struck me afterwards that this was not a reso
lution which should be brought forward by the
Local Government Board, but it was a resolution
which should be laid before the Court on the
responsibility of the Governor. Also, it was
represented to me that there were various ob
jections to this part of the resolution, and, my
object being to avoid contentious and contro
versial matter, I thought it better to eliminate
those contentious words. Accordingly the reso
lution now moved by Deemster Drinkwater will
not contain that objectionable passage. The
Appointment of Inspector to the Local Govern,
ment Board.
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resolution moved by his Honour Deemster Drink
water is not seconded, and, therefore, is not
formally before the Court. Notwithstanding, I
thought it right to give the Court an opportunity
of expressing assent to the withdrawal of the
original resolution before the amended resolu
fcion is brought forward.
M r J . T. C o w e l l : I am in an awkward posi
tion, because by the report which is sent out,
dated 18th October, 1894, of the votes and pro
ceedings, of the Tynwald Court, held at St.
John’s it reads as follows, that Deemster Drink
water had moved his resolution in reference to
the Local Government Board, and had had the
opportunity of speaking to it. M y notice of
votes and proceedings reads as follows:—1‘Amend
ment proposed that the debate be adjourned—
M r Cowell, Douglas.—Carried.” So that, your
Excellency, on the point of order, I would raise
the question—can the matter be re-opened to
day? Am I not the person who should re-intro
duce the question to-day, my position being clear
from the report of the votes and proceedings
which have been sent out and signed by yourself.
(The Governor conferred with the Speaker.)
The G o v e r n o r : I am fortified by tho opinion
of M r Speaker that the course proposed is per
fectly regular. I cannot see what objection
there can be to the withdrawal of the resolution.
It must be the wish of us all to avoid contro
versial matter. I cannot see what object the
lion, member can have in wishing that the
words I have alluded to as being eliminated,
should stand part of the question. I ask if it is
the pleasure of the Court that this resolution be
withdrawn, in order that the amended resolution
may be moved ?
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r : As mover of the
resolution, I also ask leave to withdraw the
resolution ?
M r J. R . C o w e l l : I object—for this reason.
I object not merely to the matter it is proposed
to eliminate, but I object, and his Honour the
Deemster, if he were in the same position, would
object, I think, and very rightly, to any member
of this Court who has moved a resolution, and
who has, at all events, been able to make sub
stantially the case which he proposed to make,
and used the strongest arguments he could use—
I object to that member having two opportunities
of addressing the Court on the same subject. I
Appointment of Inspector to the Local Govern
ment Board.
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do not think it is fair—not that I fear the result
of any remarks that might be made on the
resolution, but I know his Honour is very strict
in these matters himself. I simply ask that
what is sauce for the goose should be sauce for
the gander. His H onour had his chance, and
took advantage of it—at least he had the oppor
tunity of doing so—and I do not think, as a
matter of procedure, it is right and proper that
any member of this Court should address the
Oourt twice consecutively.
D eem ster D r in k w a t e r : I must beg the lion,
m em ber’s pardon.
I m oved the resolution
sim ply, and d id not speak to it.
I am told it
was not seconded.
M F is h e r :
ing it.

I had the honour o f second

D eem ster D r in k w a t e r : N o t a w ord was
s a id ; b u t i f th at removes any difficulty, I
waive an y remarks I have to m ake until the reply.

The G o v e r n o r : If the motion was seconded,
it cannot be withdrawn without the consent
of the Court. I understand more than one lion,
member objects.
M r J. T. C o w e l l : I have no objection to
every statement bein g m ade w ith reference to
this resolution.
I sim ply m oved on the p oin t o f
order.
I am glad I have had your decision.
I
w ithdraw the opposition, and agreed to allow the
m otion to p roceed.

The G o v e r n o r : I understand there is other
opposition.
M r J. 11. C o w e l l : M y opposition is not to
the alteration of the motion. M y opposition is
to his Honour having the opportunity of ad
dressing the Court twice on this resolution.
The G o v e r n o r : Y e s ; then the lion, member
objects. The debate will, therefore, continue on
the original resolution. I think the lion, member
for North Douglas is in possession of the
Court.
The S p e a k e r made some inaudible remarks.
The G o v e r n o r : I think, under the circum
stances mentioned, it would be as well if an hon.
member who moves a resolution should explain
that he does not mean to make a speech, and re
serves his right if there is any probability of
opposition being taken. His Honour did not do
so, but he will have a right of reply at the con
clusion of the debate.
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M r J. T. C o w e l l (Douglas), after expressing
his regret that his honoured colleague, M r J. A.
Mylrea, was unavoidably absent, and so making
his position harder to appear somewhat in
opposition, in M r Mylrea’s absence, said : What
is the difference in the position as it was in
October, when the question was brought before
us, and to-day? Then we had no information but
the bare resolution, which, in the hurry of a
Court at St. John’s, we were expected to accept
without discussion. To-day we have the informa
tion which was necessary before any member of
the Court could give an intelligent vote. But I
think it will be perfectly plain that if ever a
member was justified in opposing the action of
any committee of this ancient and honourable
Court, my opposition to the passing of this
resolution was justifiable, as has been shown
by the Board. First, it is made clear, since
that time, as I should have pointed out to
the Court, that the
proposal was not
in order, inasmuch as we had no right
to
devote
the moneys
raised
by the
permits under the Boarding House Act to
pay the salary of an Inspector of Local Govern
ment, this being stated clearly in the A ct as to
be paid out of the general revenue. It is not my
intention to lay stress on the unfairness of the
first proposal, to take moneys derived solely from
the town of Douglas (from those boarding-house
keepers who had taken permits), to pay the
salary for work entirely outside the town, and
the ratepayers of which have to pay heavy
charges incurred in sanitary matters within its
own boundaries. Then, in the second place, if
my opposition has been the means of showing the
members of the Local Government Board the
absolute necessity of the Inspector having some
knowledge of the work expected from him, and
also the need of qualifications for the important
position, I may well feel justified. When we were
asked to accept this resolution, the suggested
inspector was not qualified, as is admitted to-day;
but, by a prolonged adjournment of over two
months (I do not say prolonged for the special
purpose of benefitting this gentleman, but it has
undoubtedly had that effect), the nominee
o f the Board is enabled to take an extended
holiday, and by severe coaching succeeds in
passing an examination which, we are told
fully qualifies him for this difficult position.
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There is no need to labour this part of the ques
tion, as every member can guage the value of it.
W hat is the theoretical knowledge worth without
the technical and practical knowledge combined ?
I am informed that, probably, any well-educated
person could, with special coaching, in a few
months pass the necessary examination to entitle
him to a call to the Manx B a r ; but is there any
sane person that would say such a gentleman
was a qualified lawyer, without having the know
ledge gained by the work of the office during the
years an articled clerk must serve. So, too, it is
with the qualifications of this gentleman.
I trust, at the outset, that my position may be
thoroughly understood, both by the Board and by
the members of this Court.
I have no desire to
hamper the Board in carrying out the onerous
requirements of the Act, which has raised high
hopes in the breasts of all well-wishers of the
Island, and, from the faithful and wise carrying
out o f its provisions, so much is expected. It is
the most remote thought of my mind to do any
thing which would hamper the members of the
Board in any way, but yet, in the exercise of our
duties to our constituents, we must closely watch
the actions of our public bodies, and wherein
such actions are not in accord with the people’s
will, wo must not be slow in calling them to
account; and I am sure the Local Government
Board will approve of this principle, and their
decisions be the Wiser and stronger for this know
ledge. The Board, composed as it is, must have
the confidence of all the members of the Court,
and, therefore, we are jealous of its influence,
fearing by any unwise proceeding they may
forfeit such confidence. Let us carefully look at
the proposal which, after one has waded through
the preamble, resolves itself into the simple
question, of the wisdom of appointing a gentle
man to the important position of inspector under
the Local Government A ct who already holds a
very arduous and responsible position, which
must of necessity take up the whole of his time
from Whit-week to the end of Septamber, if such
duties are to be efficient and o f any use whatever.
I t may be that the members of the Board see,
what many members of the Court are being
forced to see, that the Boarding House A ct has
not been the unqualified success that was
anticipated, and that, when its probation is
finished, they have doubts as to the wisdom of
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renewing its provisions, the conclusion being
forced upon many, that the trade in intoxicating
liquors is of such a character that, given an inch
nothing will satisfy but a yard ; and that the
concession recently made has not been deemed
satisfactory by the interested parties who, it is
said, intend to take steps to coerce this Court
into granting further concessions regarding the
sale o f spirits which, however, if I know the
spirit of the Court., and of the constituencies of
this Island, will be entertained with very great
caution. Report says that Inspector Jackson has
given every satisfaction in the discharge of the
duties of Boarding House Inspector. Duringthe
fivemonths of last season, his remuneration was
at the rate of one guinea per day, including Sun
days, or a total for the season, from May 1st to
October 2nd, of £16114s, Now, he is to fill the
dual position o f inspector under both Acts, with
more than a double increase of work, extending
over the whole twelve months, instead of five
months only, but with a reduction in his salary
of £ 1 1 14s per year. The equity or fairness of
this I cannot understand, either too much has
been paid for the one service, or too little is now
proposed to be paid for both services. Look, too,
at the Board’s proposal that the salary is to run
from the 1st October last, when we know that the
Inspector was off the Island for a lengthened
period since that date. I f the Board can satis
factorily explain these matters, there is the
further and more serious question of how the
Inspector is to carry out the requirements, as I
before pointed out, of the Boarding-house Act,
which to be satisfactory must occupy his whole
time during the season ; and then, too, to cope
with the Local Government Act, in connection
with which his supervision is essential and o f the
utmost importance during the summer months
also. The only conclusion one can arrive at is
this, that under the A ct once the Inspector is
appointed, the Board has the right to call in
skilled or technical assistance, the cost of this
being a secondary question I presume, so that the
cost of Inspector, instead of being £150 as stated
in the resolution, may, and will in all proba
bility be, if this is adopted, a considerably
augmented sura per year, let us remember with
out this Court having any voice whatever in its
expenditure. (See section 19 of L. G. Act).
Is
my contention unlikely, when we have no in
formation as to the experience of the Inspector
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for this most important position ? That he
has carried out the duties of Inspector of Board
ing-Houses with tact and discretion, earning the
esteem o f the boarding-house keepers with
whom he has been brought into contact, on8
can scarcely say is a sufficient qualification
for the other and much more important post.
These are simple questions, and before this Court
is asked to sanction the arrangement should be
satisfactorily answered. If this appointment is
carried out without such explanations and assur
ances, what must be the inevitable result? It
must be that medical and skilled advice will fre
quently be sought, and the cost added to the
salary of the inspector will be, as I before stated,
a very serious matter ; whereas, if a thoroughly
competent man be appointed to this position
alone we should at the outset know the cost,
and the members of the Court would have control
over it. W ould not a periodical statement regard
ing the health of the Island, if signed by an
experienced person, be of service; whereas I leave
it to the Board to say what value such a report
would have if signed by any unqualified person.
Recently, at the opening meeting for the winter
session of the Koyal Institute of British A rchi
tects, M r Penrose, in the annual address to the
members, made this statement. Speaking of the
new Metropolitan Building A ct, he said, “ a dis
trict surveyor, in order to do his duty to the
London County Council, who employed him, and
to the architects whose buildings he inspected,
should have the knowledge which could only be
acquired by seven or ten years’ active practice of
his profession. He was certain a district sur
veyor under the London Building A ct ought to
have practised as an architect before attempting
to fulfil the duties of such office,” not merely
passed a stiff examination, but practised at his
profession. Seeing that our Local Government
Board must generally be guided in their actions
by the opinion and report of their Inspector, is it
not absolutely necessary that the qualifications of
the Inspector should be above suspicion, and that
universal confidence should be reposed in his
judgment. I f for a district surveyor in London
the high qualifications I have just read are con
sidered necessary, I put it to the members of this
Court, are they to be satisfied with the proposal
now before us, and will such an arrangement be
likely to meet with the approval of the constitu
encies, seeing that so much depends upon the right
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use of the authority placed in the Inspector’s
hands. Look at the importance of the Inspector's
work under the Act. (The lion, member here read
section 13 of the amended Local Government Act.)
This is important to the country district; but if
the Inspector, upon whose judgment mainly the
Board must rely, be without technical know
ledge and experience of the proposed work,
what is most likely to be the result? A fter
reading clause 20 M r Cowell continued : The
duties enumerated are of a varying character. A
knowledge of building construction is required,
(this is applicable to all the townships and villages
outside Douglas), of buiness requirements, of
farming, and dairy work, of water supply, of
drainage, and of nuisances generally.
By
clause 21, he has to report on all matters preju
dicial to the public health, and make such sug
gestions as may be considered necessary. Surely
practical knowledge is here required, such as can
snly be expected from one having long experience
of carrying out of such work. A few words as to
the mode of appointment. The only pleasing
feature in this proposal before us is that the ap
pointment is a temporary one ; but I fear if the
Court offers no serious objection it will be a
permanent one, and we shall lose all further con
trol ; unless, in the future, we have to entertain an
application for an increase in the salary.
Had the Board advertised for applicants, stating
the duties and qualifications attached to
the office, the probability is that numerous appli
cations would have been sent in, out of which a
selection could have been made ; and then, if this
gentleman was the most eligible, by all means
appoint him to the position. I have heard it said
that the main objection to the appointment is
because Inspector Jackson is not a Manxman.
Let me say for myself this is not so ; but let me
also state my opinion on this point, and it is this
—that everything being equal ¡vith the applicants,
a Manxman should have the preference. W e
should not appoint a Blanxman to this or any
other post simply because he is Manx, but if
the qualifications be equal than he should be
preferred. I am sure that the Inspector has not
been selected solely because he is an able and
experienced retired police officer; were that so,
surely amongst our own Insular force we have—
considering their opportunities—men as in
telligent, as efficient, and as worthy of promotion
as are to be found in any part of the empire, and
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their claims would be hardly overlooked by the
Board.
There being only few chances o£
promotion here, the
local
men
should
have a fair chance. X fear I have trespassed
unduly on the time of the Court, but the
question is one of some importance. If
Local Government is to be the benefit to the
Island many of us desire, and believing that this
A ct is only the fii st step in the right direction,
we are bound to see that every chance of success
is given it at the start, when one false step may
do incalculable harm and retard progress for
years. It is solely on this account that I have
taken the grave responsibility of opposing the
proposal now before us, and must leave it to the
judgment of the Court to decide upon the merits
o f the case. The members of this Court have no
voice directly in the appointment of Inspector,
that being a matter for the Board; but fortunately
we can stay progress by refusing to sanction the
salary, and unless a person can be found to do the
work without pay, we have the ultimate decision
in our own hands.
I know it will be urged
that the appointment is a necessary and
important one, and that no time should
be lost in confirming i t ; and that my action to
day was loss of time. M ay I point out that I am
not responsible for this, it being over two
months since the matter was last before us, and
a few weeks’ further delay could not now make
any serious difference.
Then, making some
allusions to the difficulty of himself and those
who might agree with him, in seeming to oppose
friends whose opinions they valued, yet their duty
to their constituents demanded that they should
do right, without fear or favour. The hon mem
ber moved the amendment as follow s:—
That the matter o f the appointment o f Inspector
under the L ocal Government A c t be referred back
to the L ocal Government Board for reconsideration,
the Court being o f opinion that, before an appoint
m ent is made, to the position o f inspector under the
A ct, publicity should be given, so that the Board
m ight have the advantage o f making a selection
from amongst the qualified candidates.
M r C o r m o d e : I rise w ith the greatest pleasure
to second the amendment.

The G o v e r n o r (at 1-30 p .m .): I presume it
will be for the general convenience of the Court
that we now adjourn for luncheon.
The Court adjourned until 2-30 p.m.
On resuming,
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The G o v e r n o r s a id : The question before the
Court is the amendment of the hon. member for
North Douglas, seconded by the hon. member for
Ayre. Does any hon. member wish to address
the Court upon the question ? (Pause).
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r rose to address the
Court.
M r J. R . COWELL : Is his Honour going to
reply ?
The G o v e r n o r : Yes,
M r .T. R. C o w e l l : I did not know that the
debate had terminated so speedily. I thought
that possibly some gentleman, who may be of the
same opinion as the Board, might have taken
part in the debate on this subject, and I should
have been very glad to have heard some opinions
expressed by members of the Court in favour of
this appointment before his Honour concludcd
the debate. However, I have no hesitation in
rising to say that I very strongly support the
amendment which has been proposed by my
hon. friend the member for North Douglas. I
must pay him the compliment of saying that I
think he presentedliiscaseto theCourtinaspeech
marked by greab excellence of style, and of
matter, and I feel sure that that speech was
calculated on the merits of its argument, to
convince this Court that the amendment was
reasonable and demanded the attention of hon.
members. (Hear, hear.) I believe my friend
has been actuated by the purest motives regard
ing the true interests of the people of this Island.
I do not know whether m> friend has any
knowledge personally » f the gentleman whose
name has been necessari'y brought into the
debate to-day or n o t ; but, speaking for myself,
I have not yet had the pleasure of seeing M r
Jackson, so that I know nothing of him of
my own knowledge, and I have of course simply
to deal with such facts as are in my posses
sion. Neither do I rise to support the amend
ment influenced by any narrow so-called
patriotic views, that M r Jackson is not a
Manxman. The fact that he is an Englishman,
or an Irishman, or a Scotchman—I do not know
which—makes no difference to me. But I do
emphasise the argument used by my hon. friend
that, all other things being equal, if a Manxman
could have been found who, upon examination,
npon producing his testimonials, could have been
found equal to any other applicant from any other
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country, I think it is but reasonable to suppose
that a Manxman, under these circumstances,
should have received even a favourable considera
tion of this Board, and might have been appointed.
(Cheers). Now, sir, I am not going to follow the
line of argument used by my hon. friend, because
I maintain that, so far as a large portion of his
case is concerned, it seems to be unanswerable—
namely, the duties of the Inspector of the
Board are important and varied—they have
to do not only with one simple issue, they have
to do with many. As my hon. friend
showed, from the Act, this man will require to
have more than a knowledge of town affairs.
Those of us who have served our time on a Board
of Town Commissioners know that even in a
small town a great deal has to be learned which
men can describe after years of experience, but
o f which the outside world knows little. But,
going further, I maintain not only do his duties
lie in towns and in regard to town matters, but
this man will have in his scheme of operation
every parish and village in the Isle of Man. Ho
has to deal with questions of water supply, and
o f drainage of villages and country districts;
and I can assure this honourable Court that if a
man is thoroughly competent to deal with
this most important matter—a matter en
tirely new to us, but familiar to those
across the water—it will be found he must
o f necessity bo a man of experience, a man of
parts, who thoroughly comprehends the work
which he has to perform. I do not know what the
testimonials or qualifications are which have
been presented to the Board with regard to M r
Jackson, but, as I am informed, he is either a
pensioner, or a retired police sergeant or inspec
tor.
I have no doubt that the Board are
abundantly satisfied that in the occupation
which he followed he has been found to be a com
petent and efficient servant, but I have no know
ledge whatever of what other qualifications he
m a y be supposed to have. But, assuming that
my friend’s statement this morning is correct,
and it was unchallenged, we are led to believe
that this inspector since the meeting of the
Tynwald Court at St. John’s was sent
away—somewhere no one knows where—and
that during a course of eight or nine
weeks—will it be believed—that this gentleman
has been said to qualify himself to undertake
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and to perform satisfactorily those duties as
Inspector o f the Local Government Board for
the Isle of Man. I should like to see such a
gentleman, with such qualifications in sanitary
science and the duties of the office of sanitary
inspector which he is supposed to occupy effi
ciently, in the hands of M r Kneen, the hon.
member for Glenfaba, and he the attorney who
had the opportunity of examining him in an
important case where his opinion vas to be
tested. I should like to see any other smart
member of the Bar have M r Jackson before
him for say an hour.
A ll I can say is that
if my friend had this gentleman in hand, on
the basis of a nine weeks’ training for this
important office, I think M r Jackson would have
an exceedingly bad sixty minutes of it. Because it
is absurd, it must be absurd, on the face of it, it
cannotbeanythingelsebutabsurd, that any man,
after nine or ten weeks, would gain a qualifica
tion such as would qualify him for the duties
which M r Jackson is supposed to undertake or
perform—it would be absurd to suppose that it
would be anything more than a sham. Is there
any prefession on this earth that a man can
qualify for in ten weeks? His former training
could not, as I am informed, have given him
much experience. W e know that the police have
many duties to perform, but they do not go in the
direction of sanitary inspection. Now, with
regard to the way in which the Board proposes
to deal with this gentlemen—he is proposed to
be the Sanitary Inspector of the Isle of Man.
That, in itself, is a very big
order.
Then he is to be, further, the inspector
of the boarding-houses of Douglas and the other
towns of the Island. I should like to ask the
attention o f the Court very carefully to the facts.
I have in my hand the report of the Inspector
under the Boarding House A ct, 1894. H e says
here that, from the 11th to the 30th July, 140
boarding-houses were registered, and that 12
additional applications were made, making 152
houses. The houses contain 3,303 bedrooms,
with accommodation for 7,826 persons. The
housesalao contain 324 enteitaining rooms Now,
M r Jackson, from this report, seems to have per
formed his duty in a mo->t efficient manner; he
seems to have made an enormous number of
visits. I do not suppose he made any visits use
lessly or needlessly. The visits he made were,
n his judgment, and probably in the judgAppointment of Inspector to the Local Govern
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raent o£ the Board, all
demanded by
the circumstances of the season.
Now, I
presume that this state of things will continue,
and that during the incoming season M r Jackson
will have the oversight of over 150 large houses,
with a total accommodation for 7,826 persons.
Now, that work, of course, is great H e must work
hard, or he cannot accomplish what he has done
with satisfaction. May I point out to this Court
that if M r Jackson performs his duty faithfully
in this respcct in the summer season, what is to
become of the Isle of Man as a sanitary district.
It surely requires no emphasis to impress the
Court with this belief—that during the summer
season, when sanitary matters demand first and
special attention—when in every town visitors
are gathered together in large numbers—when
they are also to be found in every village
in the Isle of Man, and also in many
outlying districts, in isolated houses which
are now taking an increasing number of visitors
—I put it to you, will it be possible for M r
Jackson to attend to 150 huge boarding-houses in
D ou g la s- to say nothing of the houses that ask
for permits in the other towns—and to control a
big traffic in liquor in those houses, and to
attend, for the purposes of sanitary inspection,
to every town and village and parish in the
Island ? I would like my hon. friend M r Kneen
to answer this questior.. I find that M r Jackson,
too, in the season which has passed, actually
paid 1,185 visits to the boarding-houses in
Douglas, and these visits were made for the
purpose of inspecting the sales books o n lj—Lo
say nothing of other inspections for the purpjse
of seeing that the A ct was complied with. I say
it would be impossible for M r Jackson to do
the two things. H e
may have
time to
do
the one, or he may have
time to
do
the other, but that he can
do the
t.io is physically and humanly impossible.
I am sure every member of the C jurt will
endorse those words. (Hear, hear.) When this
question was before the House of Keys, we had
considerable discussion regarding the Inspector.
A proposal was made that the Inspector should
be a medical man.
I thought it my duty
strongly to oppose that, and I am glad to know
the Council agreed with me, that if we had
limited the Inspector to be appointed to the
medical profession, of course we simply debarred
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that large and efficient outside class known as
sanitary engineers, or civil engineers, and so on
In fact, you would have tied the hands of the
Board, and they could only have gone to the
medical profession for a supply. But it was
ultimately resolved that the appointment should
be left free and open, in order that the Board
might have a better chance to make a wise
selection from all the candidates who might
present themselves to their notice. But it was
felt, on the other hand, that it was, perhaps, very
desirable that a gentleman should occupy this
position who would have some medical training,
who would be a man capable of detecting disease
and the causes of it in unsanitary surroundings,
that he should be able promptly to recognise any
infectious disease that broke out, that he should
be able to diagnose disease and report instantly.
The Board, having perfect freedom, might have
appointed a medical man or any other. I say
that was a wise provision of the Act. But what
have they done ? Ignoring the medical profession,
passing by the profession of civil engineer—to say
nothing of sanitary engineer — they have
selected a gentleman who is—I speak of him in
most respectful terms—an ex-policeman, Does
that appointment commend itself to tho wisdom
o f this Court, or the judgment of this Island?
I most emphatically declare no. I have gone
about this Island for months past, I hear public
opinion expressed freely everywhere—and I ven
ture now to make this statement—and after all
public opinion cannot be ignored, however much
gentlemen may be disposed to ignore it—I have
not heard since the hour this matter was
first made public, but one expression of
opinion, and that has been a condemnation
of the Board’s action for appointing M r
Jackson under the circumstances, and in the
manner he was appointed. Let tisgo to the parishes
and the villages of this Island. How many
members around me are directly interested in
the parishes ? They represent the ratepayers; and
I would respectfully remind hon. members that
it is (heir duty to see that their interests are
safeguarded and protected.
Take the water
supply of any parish. Well, if hon. members
and their constituents were told by a man of
experience, a man of information, a man who
had had some training in connection with this
matter, that he had examined their water supply,
and he was doubtful of its purity, that he had
Appointment of Inspector to the Local Govern
ment Board.

82 TYN W ALD COURT, December 20, 1894.
drawn samples of the water in the best way they
could be drawn, that he had submitted those
samples to analysis, and that he must condemn
this water supply and report to the Board, and
if the Board, advised by this man, were to inform
thelocal body that this water supply wa9 defective,
then I say the parishes of this Island and the
public of this Island would be willing to fall in
with the suggestions of a capable man. Every
body respects and obeys knowledge. W e hear it
often said that knowledge is power. But what is
ignorance? Ignorance is a sign of weakness, is
itself weakness, and you can never get public
opinion to comply heartily with ignorance. They
will sneer at the inspection, they will make
dueks and drakes of the arguments founded upon
it, and if the Board wish to protect themselves,
they will have, independently of Mr Jackson, to
engage, from time to time, and very frequently,
too, independent professional men to go into
your towns and villages and parishes to do
the work which M r Jackson ought to be
competent to do.
(Hear, hear.)
If M r
Jackson has had 10 weeks of training, I wonder if
he is competent yet to make a plan of a drainage
scheme for a village. I wonder if he is com
petent to give an opinion upon a water supply. I
wonder if he can enter and inspect dairies and
shippons and stables in the parishes of the Isle of
Man, and advise some of my northern friends as to
the proper way to construct their shippons, how
to dispose of their drainage, and how to lay out
their dairies on modern principles. H ow is he
to learn in ten weeks not by the years of
experience seme of my colleagues have had—how
is he going to suggest and dictate to you an
improved state of things? I wonder if this
gentlemen, with ten weeks’ training, would b j
able
to
take out levels for a little
village drain, or take out the quantities
for any scheme of drainage in the Isle of Man.
I wonder what the Commissioners in the towns
wsuld think of the Board if the Inspectors they
have—men of experience, practical business men
who have been in their service for many years
past—if they were told by a man of ten weeks’ ex
perience that he knows better than they do what
is required. I say a Board of this dignity and
standing, which will be the most important
Board in the Isle of Man, ought to have a man
who is above suspicion, and a man to whom the
local boards of this Island would look up to with
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respect, and look to as a man o f authority.
Possibly it may be argued that I am attaching
too much importance to the office of inspector of
the Local Government Board of the Isle of Man,
o f which his Excellency is I believe president, but
I submit it is an appointment which, in itself,
will give the occupant a position and a standing
which many men have not been able to secure by
life-long experience. A man who can sign himself,
‘ ■John Jackson, Inspector to the Local Govern
ment Board of the Isle of Man,” will be a man
who, bytliatvery handle to hisname, might be able
to ask for and to seek appointments elsewhere,
creating the firm conviction and belief that a
gentleman occupying such a position as that in
the Isle of Man was a man of competence and
mark, indeed.
But woe be to those misled
by the handle which this gentleman has to
his nam e; when they make inquiries of the
Board they find that he has had ten weeks’
training, and it is that which he has
received his
position
upon.
Thi3 man
will occupy a position which, in England,
would be regarded as a very important
one indeed. A re we prepared to lend ourselves
to elevate a man without qualifications and
merit for his work upon such a slender qualifica
tion?
No one knows better than my hon.
friend what will be the work of the Local
Government Board in the future. No man has
taken greater interest in the Local Government
A ct, and no one knows its wide-reaching effect
better, than my hon. friend. No one knows
better than he that local government is in its
infancy in this Island, that it will grow and
expand, and that in a few years it will be a
vastly different thing to what it is at the present
moment. H ad that Bill been kept back till
Mr Fowler’s measure was introduced in the
House of Commons, I have no doubt his
Excellency would have endeavoured to follow
the lines of the English B id, and the Bill
would have been f.ir-reacliing and more compre
hensive than it is at pi-esent.
But I argue
that, in the early future, the powers of the
Local Government Board will expand, the
powers o f the Local Authority will ex
tend, and in this Island we shall find
Local Government growing and expanding,
and becoming what
it really ought to
be—a thing of power and usefulness in the
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country. Those of yon who have looked at the
English Parish Councils Bill will know what I
mean.
Fresh powers will be given which
have not been entrusted to a Local Government
Board before.
M r K n e e n : W hat are they? N ot sanitary
matters.
The G o v e r n o r : Order, order.
M r J. R. C o w e l l : I did not say sanitary
matters. Sanitary matters are included, but
there are many others, no one knows that better
than my friend, but if we extend legislation in
the direction of local government, it will
come directly under the Board of which my
friend is a member, and he knows it better than
any man in this Island. Now, while I agree
with the hon. member for North Douglas in
dealing with this part of the case, and while I
think he has made a complete case, better than I
can think of attempting to make, I want to
leave this part of the subject now, and emphasise
the manner of this appointment as being
the
matter
which
I
consider demands
our chief attention.
In this little Island
we have had very few positions or offices which
are open to public competition. An appoint
ment in this Island with a salary of £150 a year
attached to it, must not be regarded in compari
son with similar appointments across the water,
because £150 a year here is considered a very
handsome remuneration for ordinary service.
Now, sir, this being what I may call one of the
“ plums ” of the Island, I am going to argue
that common-sense would suggest, one would
think, to any Board, that the least they could do
would be to offer to their own countrymen a fair
chance to apply for this little office, and, if found
competent, of getting a fair chance for the
appointment.
(Hear, hear.)
What do the
Board do ? If I am wrong, I will ask some
member of the Board to correct me.
The
meetings of the Board are, I presume, held in
secret.
M r K n e e n : What?
M r J. R . C o w e l l : They are held in secret
in private. The outside world knows nothing of
the position of affairs. The Press knows nothing;
and the first thing we hear in this Island is that
this new official position in thelsland has been for
the time being closed, by the appointment of M r
Jackson from England. Now, I ask my friend,
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and I want to have a straightforward answer
when the time comes—W hy did not the Local
Government Board do, as is, I say, regularly
done, generally done, and properly done—put
an advertisement in the Insular Press, stating,
first, the duties of the officer, ask for applications
from competent persons, and allow their own
countrymen to have an opportunity of coming in,
atallevents, and presenting themselves. (Cheers.)
I ask in the name of commonsense, and in the
name of our own country, why did not my friends
on this Board give their own countrymen a
chance? God forbid 1 should say in this Court,
or anywhere else, that these appointments should
be filled by Manxmen. W e know perfectly well
that Manxmen go to the Colonies, and across the
water, and often on their merits win positions of
honour and dignity. No one has asked to-day, I
do not think anyone will ask, fo r Many men to
be exclusively considered in a question of this
kind. But we do ask this, and we have a right
to ask it—why our own countrymen have not had
a fair chance of sending in their applications
with M r Jackson or Mr Anybody Else, to be con
sidered on their merits. I am not the
spokesman of any disappointed candidate,
N o man in this Island has approached me on
this question. I do not know whether anyone
did apply or n o t ; I do not know whether any
persons are aggrieved or not—and I do not want
to know. But I repeat it—I do want to know
why our M anx country was entirely ignored and
slighted, and why this gentleman was appointed
in private in this manner.
If the Board wished
to consider their position, and to do that which
was unassailable, and in which they might have
rested in perfect confidence, they would have
thrown the matter open to the public ; and they
would have selected, by virtue of their experience,
and upon their merits, that man — whether
English, Irish, or Scotch, or Manx -w h o was best
suited; and the Court would have supported the
Board in its action. It may be said we are im
porting an amount of heat into this question
which the circumstances do not demand. But I
know perfectly well that our countrymen, while
having no right to ask for favours, have a right
always to ask for fairplay and fair treatment;
and I cannot resume my seat without saying this
—that, personally, I must profess my profound
astonishment that the gentlemen who constitute
this Board should take this action—one of them
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the “ Grand Old M a n ” of the Isle of Man—a
man than whom no other man living in this
Island to-day deserves and receives greater
respect—(applause)—and to whom each one
of us has looked upon long long ago
as a Manxman, because by residence amongst
us, he seems to be Manx in sentiment, as he has
been Manx in the work and the interest he has
given to the affairs of our Island. (Applause).
I am amazed that such an eminent and dis
tinguished man should, in these latter days of his
long life, have thus ignored the country in
which he has so long resided as an honourable
capable public servant. (Hear, hear.) W ith
regard to another member of the Board, I can
only say that he is generally regarded as having
considerable M anx sentiment, though he has
lived in other countries. But leaving those two
gentlemen on one side, I thought
we
had at least a claim upon my hon, friend
opposite (Mr Kneen) for regard to his country,
for he is a Manxman by blood, by birth, and by
breeding. (Laughter.) H e is as Manx in heart
and in sentiment as he is in appearance.
(Laughter.) I f there is a man in the Isle of
Man to whom the native Manxman looks with
some amount of confidence and hope, where
Manx affairs are under consideration, it is to the
hon. and learned member who sits opposite me—
one with whom I had the pleasure to go to school
in the parish of Andreas. Then, I confess it
was to my astonishment and surprise that
I
found
Mr
Mylrea had
fallen into
such a trap as this, and how he came
to sell his country, without giving his country
men a chance, I fail to see. How my friend M r
Kneen with his legal ingenuity, his skill in
debate, his power in making black appear white,
came to fall into such a blunder, I do not know,
but I resume my seat to allow him an opportunity
of informing us. (Hear, hear.)
M r K neen : I think, after all the flattering
remarks the hon. member has made with
reference to all the members of the Board, that
at all events the Court will think we have not
utterly lost our characters in the appointment
we have thought fit to make ; and I think that
the Court will feel that the Board must have had,
at the back, some good reason for the faith
which was in them, and for the appointment of
M r Jackson.
I was very much struck by a
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sentence which fell from the hon. member whenhe
said that ignorance was a sign of weakness.
Well, if ever two
gentlemen
admitted
themselves to be ignorant of tho subjuct
on which they wished to speak, it has
been the two hon. members who have spoken,
and they have shut their eyes to any information.
Have they inquired of any member of the Board
who M r Jackson was, or what were his qualifica
tions? Has the hon. member for Douglas even
applied to his colleague who is a member of the
Board for any information, or done anything of
that kind ? No ; but he comes here with a care
fully prepared speech—he almost read it—having
shut his eyes to every possible fact which might
throw light on the subject, he pronounces judg
ment against us, and hurls forth his anathemas
against your Excellency and every member of
the Board, collectively and individually, and
nothing on earth will please him. I would like
to remind these members that have in the past
occupied seats on Town Commissioners—(Mr J.T.
C o w e l l : Hear, hear)—that they have not always
practised what they preached; they have not
always done what they want to force on us.
The hon. member for North Douglas cheers me.
I would like to ask the hon. member whether he
did not take a very active part in procuring the
appointment of a gentleman to a position in
Douglas who had no actual experience at that
time of the office at all, but who at present
stands head and shoulders above every officer I
am aware o f in a similar position. I believe that
M r Nesbitt was appointed clerk to the Douglas
Town Commissioners, and that he had never
been in a Local Board office before.
M r J . T. C o w e l l : I was not a member of the
Board at that time.
M r K n e e n : I know you were not, but I dare
say you spoke to members of the Board as to
whether it was desirable to appoint him or not,
and the Board did appoint him. I have no doubt
the Board in making the appointment made in
quiries as to what the qualifications of the gentle
man were, and even though another came with
testimonials of 20 years’ experience, they in their
wisdom looked at all the facts, and, notwith
standing that he was not a man with experience,
yet they considered him a suitable candidate,
a n d they appointed him. The result has proved
that the selection was a wise and prudent one.
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and no more efficient gentleman could have been
placed in the position.
M r J . T. C o w e l l : I think I am entitled here
to ask, as a d irect appeal has been m ade to m e,
was n ot that appointm ent m ade after duo ad 
vertisem ent in the public papers ?

M r K n e e n : I am not on the Advertising
Board, thank goodness! Both honourable
members aro on the Board of Advertising.
Nothing will do but that we should advertise
everything, ourselves included. That is the sole
aim in life. (Laughter.) Yet they tell us, on the
other hand, that we are not to be satisfied in a
man who was simply an inspector of nuisances.
You must get an independent medical man or a
skilled engineer, or some great authority who is
to receive his £600 or £1000 a year, and who is
to be the gentleman in charge of these matters.
Where is the Manxman who is in a position to
take such a post? I do not think that you could
get a medical man to take it. Even if you did, I
don’t think the Board are likely to give the
salary which he would require. But what did
the Board do ? They wrote to the Local
Government Board in London for a copy
of
the Act, and
requested information
as to
what they
considered
was the
most desirable
description
of
gentleman
to appoint—was it a medical man, a skilled
engineer, a sanitary officer, an inspector of
nuisances, or what was it? That matter was
duly laid before tho Local Government Board in
London, and we were told that a gentleman who
was qualified to bean inspector of nuisances was,
looking at the scope of tho A ct, the proper sort
of person to appoint. Acting on that suggestion,
M r Jackson came to us with testimonials from
tho Commissioner of Police, Bradford, showing
that he had had considerable experience, not
only as a police officer, but also as an inspector
of nuisances. Acting upon that, and having had
some months’ experience of M r Jackson and the
way ho discharged his very delicate duties as
inspector of boarding-houses under the A ct—
showing that he had made a thoroughly efficient
officer, we thought it wise to appoint him, and in
order to be satisfied that there should be no
dispute as to his qualifications, we insisted
that he should obtain his certificate. W hat is
the common practice ? It is a common thing to
appoint a gentleman on the understanding that
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he is to obtain some certificate of qualification
which persons generally possess who hold such a
position. This sending of M r Jackson to
London had nothing to do with the Tynwald
Court. It was arranged before the Tynwald
Court at St John’s was held. I f the hon.
member thinks his action in the Tynwald Court
was the means of sending Mr Jackson to London,
he is greatly mistaken. It had nothing whatever
to do with it. It was part of what the Board con
sidered desirable—that M r Jackson should go
through a course of study at the Sanitary
Institute. The Local Boards had only, been
elected in the beginning of October. They had
not got into working order, and we considered
that M r Jackson was better there than going
about the Isle of Man doing nothing
—(“ question”)—and I consider
the time
has
been
well
spent
in
London.
I
should like to inform the Court as to the
position of the person who has passed these
examinations. Whether it is insufficient for the
village of Ballaugh I do not know, but under the
London Public Health A ct, 1891, a gentleman
who holds M r Jackson’s qualification is qualified
for the position of sanitary inspector within the
city of London. (M r Kneen read tho section of
the Act.) I f a gentleman is qualified to be an
inspector for the city of London, is not that a
sufficient qualification for the country districts
o f the Isle of Man? But what is the position of
the hon. members who have just spoken, and
where is their consistency? The hon. mem
ber for North Douglas took an active part
in securing that Douglas should not be subject
to the visits of the Inspector, except at the re
quest of the Town Commissioners, W hat is the
position of the hon. member for Ramsey? A
petition was brought before the Court seeking
for Ramsey to be exempt from the services of the
Sanitary Inspector. That was before M r Jack
son was appointed at all. W hy are our friends
bo anxious that there should be this strict super
vision for the country and not for the towns they
represent. (M r J. T. COWELL: “ No, no.” )
The hon. member says, “ No, no,” but it will be
in the recollection of the Court that he protested
against Douglas being included, and it was only
agreed as a compromise that on request Doug las
might be brought under the inspection. A t the
present time the Inspector has no right to inter
fere in the town of Douglas, except at the request
Appointment of Inspector to the Local Govern
ment Board,

90 TYNW AI.D COURT, December 20, 1894.
o f the Town Commissioners. W hy this warm in
terest on the part of the hon. member for North
Douglas that the country should have an
eminent engineer at £500 or £600 or £1,000 a
year. (M r J. R. C o w e l l : " No, no.”) The
hon. member for Ramsey said we should have
some skilled medical man, or eminent engineer,
or sanitary engineer.
M r J. R . COWELL : On the point of order, I
never to-day said the Isle of Man should have the
services of an eminent man.
M r K n e e n : You never said as much, but if
you did not say it, that was the only idea to be
gathered from your words.— (“ Address the
ch a ir!” )—The hon. member said that what we
would require, if Mr Jackson was an incompetent
man, would be an eminent, independent man to
be an inspector of the country districts.
He
practically said that only an eminent man would
satisfy his requirements—to report whether a
house in a village had a proper drain or a proper
well to it or not. W hat are the subjects on which
Mr Jackson was examined ? He had to pass an ex
amination conducted by medical officersof health,
in all acts and by-laws relating to public nuisances
in England ; the methods of inspection of dwell
ings,dairies and milk sheds, stables, cowsheds, and
nuisances connected with trades and manufac
tures. H e had to describe the physical charac
teristics of good drinking water, the various
ways by which it may be polluted, the best
methods of water supply, the characteristics of
good and bad fo o d ; and so on. I do not think
anybody on earth could pass such an examination
in so short a time without previous experience
M y hon. friends, in deliberate ignorance, did not
trouble to know whether he had experience or
n o t; in their ignorance they took it for granted
that he had not. I think it necessary to inform
the Court that M r Jackson had considerable
experience before he settled in the Isle of M a n ;
otherwise he could not have passed the examina
tion. The examinations were conducted by men
o f the highest standing in the United Kingdom
—men holding the diploma of public health. The
certificate which M r Jackson obtained is the cer
tificate approved of by the Local Government
Board as a qualification; and I may say that the
qualification is looked on as of considerable
value, because by the Metropolitan Board and
102 Provincial Boards these qualifications are
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insisted on as necessary to qualify a man to be
appointed to the post.
N ot only has M r Jack
son to pass an examination of such difficulty, but
he has to pay visits, under proper guidance, to
dairies, disinfecting works, and sewerage works.
He had to inspect water supplies ; and all those
visits were made from time to time under the
guidance of an expert, whose duty it was to
instruct the candidates as to the various matters
brought before them.
Then I would ask my
countrymen who have been told that I, as a
Manxman, was one o f the persons to whom they
could trust implicitly—I would ask them to
believe
that those
Manxmen who have
been
members
of
the
Local
Govern
ment Board have exercised their discretion,
and selected a man in whom they have
confidence — not
necessarily
an
eminent
engineer, but a man with tact and judgment,
and acquainted with the work with which he will
have to deal. I hope they will believe that we
have not deliberately thrown over the Isle of
Man in order to please M r Jackson. I have no
interest in M r Jackson in the slightest degree.
I believe in him we have a man who is at hand,
who will not insist on all sorts of expensive
experiments, but who will deal fairly with
the country in any matter which may be brought
before him. Then the hon. member for North
Douglas complained of the salary. I feel sure
that the hon. member was wrong when he stated
that the amount of salary which M r Jackson
received as Inspector of Boarding Houses was at
the rate of a guinea per day. But this Court
will see that in the appointment of a gentleman
for two months under the Boarding House Act,
we could not expect to get a man who would
take up the work at an ordinary salary of so
much per annum. You could not expect him to
come here for a few weeks in the summer and
only charge a proportionate amount o f a year’s
salary.
M r J. T. C o w e l l : It appears as if the hon.
member had not read the resolution.
The
resolution reads, “ Whereas the Local Govern
ment Board has appointed an inspector under
the said Boarding House A ct to serve until the
30th September, 1894, at a salary of £7 7s
per week, which appointment has now ter
minated.”
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M r K neen : I t all depends when he was
appointed.
The hon. member said it was
£161. I do not think it was so much. It was
not to be expected that a man would give up his
home, and give up any appointment he had, and
come here to take an appointment to the 30th
September, and then go about his business. I
do not think he will have such an extraordinary
amount of work as sanitary inspector. W hat I
suppose he will do will be to make visits from
place to place, and from parish to parish, and to
get a general acquaintance with the various
districts. A fter that it will be the duty of the
Commissioners, if they want advice on any
matter, to draw the attention of the Board to it,
and the Board will instruct M r Jackson to go to
any particular place. I do not think, as a rule,
the inspector will act except by the instruction
of the Board. In Douglas they have a medicalofficer, but he only makes an examination at
request; in Bamsey they have such a man. Why
is it to be imagined that in the country districts
the sanitary inspector is to go without request
anywhere he likes to examine all these places!
I say his duty will be when requested to make an
examination o f a district, but that, his time is to
be taken up in going from one place to another
finding fault with every farm and cottage in the
country—I wish lion, members to disabuse their
minds of that entirely. There is no idea of
draining parishes, or draining villages, as the
hon. member for Kamsey seems to think.
M r J . K . C o w e l l interrupted.
The G o v e r n o r : Order, order.
M r K n e e n : One would think, from the tone of
the hon. member for Kamsey, that we were going
to lay on a water supply and have a system of
drainage to every village in the Isle of Man. I
am not aware that any such expense is contem
plated. I am not aware that, with the exception
o f Ballasalla, and perhaps one or two of the
larger districts—such as Laxey—that any system
of drainage will be required. Little alterations
will, we trust, be carried out in some of the
cottages, and some farms will require alteration ;
but all this bugbear that landlords and
tenants are to be put to, exists, to a
very large extent, only in the mind of the hon.
member for Bamsey. I do not know that there
is very much else that I need refer to, but I
claim this—that in the selection o f M r Jackson,
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we believe we have selected a man who is com
petent to discharge the duties o f his office with
tact, ability, and judgment. The appointment
which has been made is a temporary one. It will
rest with this House whether the Boarding
House A ct will be renewed after the 30th
September. In case an Inspector is not required
under that Act, then it will be open to us to
reconsider M r Jackson’s position. I am quite as
much in favour of appointing a Manxman as hon.
members may be, but I do not believe in giving
Manxmen a preference over others unless they are
equally good.
M r J . It. COWELL : I never asked that they
should have a preference.
M r K n e e n : You have not asked for it in so
many words, but a strong appeal was made to the
patriotism of this Court that Manxmen should
be fairly treated.

Mr J. it. C o w e l l : Fairly !
M r K n e e n : The strong inference from your
remarks was that Manxmen should have rather
a preference than otherwise. (“ No.” ) Is either
of the hon. members acquainted with a M anx
man who holds this certificate?
M r Q u in e : Yes.
M r K n e e n : You speak of a medical man.
(‘ ‘ Order, order ! ” ) I am aware that a son of the
hon. member for Kiislien, a medical man,
holds a very good certificate, the diploma
of public health, which is not held by many
men, but we do not want a medical man.
Experience tells us that M r Jackson is the kind
of man we want to go to some little houses to see
if some small alteration is not required—such as
the removal of some drain, or the alteration of
some well, or some trumpery thing of that kind.
That is the sort of thing that comes before this
gentleman. I do submit that, in the selection of
Mr Jackson, the Board have acted wisely. They
have appointed a man highly recommended, a
man who has shown himself capable, and has
proved his fitness by obtaining this certificate.
Admitting that he could not have done it in ten
weeks without previous training and experience,
we have every confidence that he will discharge
the duties of his office to the satisfaction of the
Board and the country at large.
The G o v e r n o r suggested that as the time was
late, and the important question of Douglag
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drainage had to be considered, the debate
should be adjourned.
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r : I beg to move that
the debate on this subject be adjourned to the
next sitting o f the Court.
M r M a r t i n seconded the motion.
M r J . K. C o w e l l : I beg to rise to object to
that.
The G o v e r n o r : The rule of the House of
Commons is that no debate takes place on a
motion for the adjournment of the debate.
If
hon. members object they can vote against it.
M r J. R . C o w e l l : May I ask his Excellency
when he proposes to adjourn the C ourt to ?
It
m igh t affect our vote.

The G o v e r n o r : I cannot reply off-hand.
I
assure the Court that the adjourned meeting will
be held on as early a day as possible.
The House o f Keys divided on the adjournment
as follows :—F o r : Messrs Joughin, Fisher,
Kneen, Crellin, R . Corlett, A . W . Moore, M ait
land, Martin, Quine, Stevenson, and the Speaker
—11. Against: Messrs Kelly, Cormode, William
son, T. Corlett, Jos. Mylchreest, J. R . Cowell, J.
T. Cowell, J. J. Goldsmith, and Jas. Mylchreest
—9. Carried in the Keys. The Council were of
the same opinion. Debate adjourned.
M r J. R . C o w e l l : W ill you allow me to ask
your Excellency if I really understand your
ruling was that upon a motion for the adjourn
ment of a debate no discussion can take place ?
The G o v e r n o r : That is tho procedure of
of the House of Commons, and I understand it
is also the procedure of this Court.
D O U G L A S D R A IN A G E .
Mr J . T. C o w e l l : This morning when I asked
for the adjournment of the debate on the applica
tion o f the Douglas Town Commissioners with
reference to the sewerage question, it was with the
view that the Commissioners might consider the
new phase of the question. They have done so,
and they have put into my hands their decision,
which, I am told, is a unanimous one. I trust it
will meet with the support of the Court, because,
as was pointed out, the subject is an important
one, and if it does not meet the views o f the entire
Court, I desire to point out that it will not be
taking from the Court the ultimate decision on the
mat ter, because the r^j-ort of the Committee will
Douglas Drainage,
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have to come before the Court, and if it is not
satisfactory the Court can still further order
inquiry. The Commissioners have passed the
following resolution: “ That the Tynwald
Court should hear the evidence produced by
the Commissioners and other parties, and
if that not be satisfactory they should
ask the Commissioners to produce further
evidence, or report accordingly.” M y view is
entirely one with that of Deemster Drink
water.
If the Committee sit, and take the
evidence which the Commissioners will give of
their scheme, other parties will have a chance of
going before the Committee and making their
views known.
Then, if the Committee are not
satisfied, they will call for any special evidence
they require; and the Commissioners will be
bound to produce it. I think that is as far as we
can reasonably expect the Commissioners to go.
I beg to move that those be the terms on which
this be granted.
The A t t o r n e y -G e n e r a l was understood to
say that that did not advance the matter one bit.
The Court did not require instructions not to
decide against the Commissioner?. I f the Com 
mittee, after taking evidence on both sides, were
not satisfied, they would give an opportunity to
the promoters of giving more evidence.
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r : I think it would be
desirable to mention the difficulty that I foresaw
in the matter. Really it is in the interests of the
Douglas Commissioners quite as much as in the
interests of the Island, that something of this
kind should be done. I will mention the form
of my amendment. I hoped it would have met
with the approval of the Town Commissioners.
The course which I propose should be adopted is
this—“ That the Committee be empowered, at
the expense of the Town Commissioners, to take
the opinion of any eminent engineer whom they
may name, with respect to the advisability c f the
scheme proposed by the Douglas Town Commis
sioners.” The engineer will be named by the
Committee, at the expense of the town ; but
before such appointment is made, they are to
advise with the Town Commissioners as to the
amount to he paid to the engineer. I do not
wish a rash engagement to be made with any
engineer, however eminent, without the Commis
sioners say it is a fair charge. W ith that reser
vation it appears to me that the purport of the
amendment would be entirely carried out. If
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the Town Commissioners could see their way to
agree to that, it might act without any difficulty.
M r F is h e r who m oved the m otion, agreed to
the suggestion o f D eem ster D rinkw ater.

The G o v e r n o r : Then the resolution is, that
the matter be referred to a committee of five,
and that the Committee be empowered, at the
expense c f the Town Commissioners, to take the
opinion of any engineer with respect to the pro
posal made by the Douglas Town Commissioners,
but that before such opinion is taken, they are
to advise with the Town Commissioners, with
respect to the amount to be paid to the engineer.
M r K n e e n : I object to that resolution. I
think the Commissioners ought certainly to be
consulted as to the gentleman to be nominated.
I am not aware that any committee of this Court
has any special knowledge who is the most satis
factory engineer to appoint with regard to a
question of drainage. I think it is putting the
Commissioners in a wrong position that any
gentleman nominated by a committee of this
Court should dictate to them as to whether the
scheme is a proper one or not. I think the com
mittee should confer with the Douglas Town
Commissioners as to who is the most suitable
man that they are likely to agree upon. It is
only fair to the Commissioners that they should
not have a man appointed over their heads.
M r F is h e r . : There seems to be a difference
of opinion as regards the drainage question in
Douglas. I think the committee should be in a
position to get entirely independent evidence.
M r K n e e n moved as an amendment that the
words be added ‘ ‘ the Committee to advise with
the Commissioners as to the eminent engineer to
be consulted, and also with respect to the amount
to be paid to .he engineer.”
This amendment was put. The voting in the
Keys was as f o l l o w s F o r : Messrs Joughin,
Kneen, Kelly, Crellin, Cormode, R . Corlett,
Moore, Maitland, Marlin, Quine, Jos. M yl
chreest, J . T . Cowed, Goldsmith, Jas. M yl
chreest, and the Speaker—15. A gain st: Messrs
Fisher, Williamson, T. Corlett, and J. R. Cowell
—4.
Amendment carried in the Keys. The
Council negatived the amendment, and it,
therefore, fell.
The motion was put and M r K n e e n called for
a division. In the Keys the voting was :—For,
Messrs Fisher, Williamson, T. Corlett, J.
Douglas Drainage.

TYN W ALD CCURT, December 20, 1894.

97

R. Cowell, and the Speaker, 5. A ga in st:—
Messrs Joughin, Kneen, K elly, Crellin, Cormode, R . Corlett, Moore, Maitland, Martin,
Quine, Jos. Mylchreest, J. T. Cowell, Gold
smith, and Jas. Mylchreest, 14. M otion lost,
the Council, however, being in favour.
The G o v e r n o r : The motion is lo s t; and now
the Court stands in a rather peculiar position.
M r J . R. C o w e l l : I move the adjournment
of the debate.
M r Jos. M y l c h r e e s t seconded.
M r J . T. C o w e l l suggested that it was reason
able that the am endm ent should b e altered in the
way w hich had been proposed, and asked the
C oun cil to reconsider their decision.

The motion for adjournment of the debate was
put, and the “ noes ” were declared to have it.
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r : X think it is a very
great pity we cannot agree. (Hear, hear,) I
am sure I, for one, would willingly agree to the
amendment.
The G o v e r n o r : X think the simplest way
would be for some hon. member to move that the
motion be referred to a Committee of five
members.
M r J . T. C o w e l l : I beg to move that this
matter be referred to a Committee of five mem
bers. Both the Commissioners and all other
persons will take notice of the strong feeling in
the Court, and I have no doubt the views that
have been enunciated will be carried into effect.
(Hear, hear.)
The A t t o e n e y -G e n e r a l : I second the
motion. I think that will be the motion to
accept.
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r : This motion is giving
no more power to the Committee than every
Committee has, and I question verymuch whether
it would have any power to enforce a claim for
appointing an independert person. The Com
mittee are then entirely dependent on such
evidence as is brought before them at the
instance of the Douglas Town Commissioner?.
That will be very unsatisfactory to the large
majority o f the Court.
M r F is h e r : I look upon it in this way. If
the members of the Committee do not get expert
evidence to justify them in reporting favourably
to the Court, and the Town Commissioners aro
not willing to get them that expert evidence, the
Douglas Drainage.
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Committee will report adversely. I hardly think
the Town Commissioners would take that
responsibility. (Hear, hear.)
M r K n e e n : I feel sure there will not be tho
slightest difficulty between the Commissioners
and the Committee about getting a man. A ll I
objected to was that we should dictate to the
Town Commissioners.
The motion was then agreed to.
M r J . R . C otvell moved, and M r J o se p h
M y l c h r e e s t seconded, the appointment of
Deemster Drinkwater as a member of the Com
mittee.
Deemster D r in k w a t e r : I have a great deal
of work on hand of one kind or other. This is a
matter I do not understand more than anybody
else. I ask to be excused.
M r J. R . C o w e l l said, he would reluctantly
agree to withdraw his Honour’s name, but he
was certain he was expressing the views of every
member of the Court by proposing his Honour.
(Hear, hear.) Certainly he was expressing the
views o f Douglas. (Hear, hear).
Deemster D r i n k w a t e r : I never like to refuse
to act on a committee. If it is the wish of the
Court I will do it. (Hear, hear.)
The following other nominations were then
m ade:—
Mr Q u in e proposed M r J. T. C ow ell, and M r
J . R . C o w e l l seconded.
Mr G o l d s m it h proposed Mr Martin, and M r
Q u in e seconded.
The R e c e iv e r -G e n e r a l moved
G ill, and Mr J o u g h in seconded.

Deemster

M r M a il l a n d m oved M r M y lrea, and M r
J . R . C o w e l l seconded.

The Committee was elected as follow s:—
Deemsters Drinkwater and Gill, and Messrs J.
T. Cowell, E. Martin and J. A. Mylrea.
A D V E R T IS IN G .—R E P O R T O P T H E
BOARD.
M r J . R. C o w e l l presented the report of the
Board of Advertising, signed unanimously by
the memhers, and moved that it be printed and
circulated.
M r K n e e n seconded the motion and it was
carried nem. con.
Advertising.—Report of the Board,
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The report was as follows
To the Court of Tynwald.
No time was lost after the adoption o f the resolu
tion passed by the Tynwald Court on 8th M ay last,
naming the members o f this Committee, in com 
m unicating with the Town Commissioners of
Douglas, Ramsey, Peel, and Castletown, asking if
the Chairman o f each Board w ould consent to a c t ;
and Messrs E. Chadwick, W . “Brew, W . J. Cannell,
and J. Collister, at once signified their willingness
to jo in the Board, and have worked heartily with
the gentlemen elected by this Court.
To avoid confusion and to make known our
authority it was found necessary, at an early stage,
to adopt some distinguishing name, and it was
resolved that the title o f “ Board o f A dvertising,
Isle o f M an,” be adopted.
A fter duly advertising, M r W alter Keig, of
Douglas, was appointed secretary to the Board, at
a salary of £100 per annum, the w hole o f M r K eig ’s
time to be at the disposal o f the Board.
Eighteen meetings have been held, besides many
meetings o f Sub-Committees. Offices have been
rented in Athol-street, Douglas, at £20 per annum,
the necessary office furniture, safe, &c., having
been secured from a form er tenant on reasonable
terms.
Upon getting to w ork it was quickly found that
the operations o f the Board w ould be rendered
difficult by reason o f the advanced state o f the
season, this being so seriously felt that for a time
it appeared doubtful if the work could be done
effectively.
A prize o f five guineas was offered for the best
descriptive essay on the Isle of Man as a w atering
place and health resort, and M r J. A . Brown was
awarded the above-named sum, his essay being the
one adopted out of 16 sent. in.
To save time, a deputation consisting o f the
Chairman and M r A . Bruce was sent to London,
empowered to make the necessary arrangements
for advertising in the magazines, pictorials, and
daily press, and for the insertion o f articles, &c.
A s showing the difficulties under which the
Board laboured, it may be mentioned that it was
found necessary to telegraph the prize essay to
London after ten o’clock at n ig h t; and it was
revised and corrected as received, and placed in the
hands o f the printers at seven o’clock next morning.
Had this not been done, the Island would have lost
the advantage o f 693,000 insets in the July
magazines.
A fter many difficulties had been overcom e, nearly
all o f which arose from the above-mentioned cause
o f advanced time and the urgency o f our demands,
the work for w hich we were appointed was fairly
launched. In selecting the magazines, pictorials,
and daily and weekly papers, we consulted many
o f the leading experts o f the kingdom, and as the
result were enabled to arrange for our announce
ments in such publications, and at such times as
were best calculated to reach the classes and masses
w e wished to influence.
The insets in magazines appeared in 18 different
publications, and the total number inserted was
1.254.500. F or the A ugust and September numbers
the Board varied the matter of the essay by insert
ing opinions o f eminent men respecting the Island,
the climate, &e.
Being impressed w ith the importance o f working
on newr ground, we g ave great attention to London
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and south counties o f England, and no few er than
42.089,500 London daily papers contained brief
advertisements of this Island.
Prom inent positions were secured in many of the
leading pictorials, such as the Graphic, B lack a nd
W h ite, St P au l's, P a ll M all Budget, &c., and these
striking advertisements appeared 1,220,500 times.
In connection with our advertisements we may
also state that we found it possible, through jou rn 
alistic and other influences, to secure the publica
tion o f short bright attractive references to the
merits o f the Isiand, and these appearing some
times as short articles, and at other times as
editorial notes, we believe to have been of great
service.
Our advertisements have appeared also in m any
o f the leading daily and weekly papers throughout
the Kingdom , only the best papers with large
guaranteed circulations being employed ; and in
these no few er than 05,199,500 paragraph advertise
ments have appeared.
B elieving that the religious weekly papers m ight
be regarded, with the magazines, as one of the best
means of reaching the families we wished to in
fluence, w e have advertised m 21 of these influen
tial papers, and a total of t.000,000 have contained
our paragraphs, as well as many references by the
editors.
A lithographed circular letter was posted to
30,000 professional men throughout the United
Kingdom , and numerous letters of inquiry
resulted.
Ten thousand coloured pictorial posters were
ordered as soon as possible, and of this number
1,250 were framed, stayed, and backed, and 3,000
circulated in the waiting rooms o f stations on the
leading lines of railway in the United Kingdom ;
seven thousand of these now remain in stock, and
can be m ost usefully employed during the com ing
spring. These posters contain views of Douglas,
Ram sey, Peel, Castletown, Laxey, Port Erin, and
P ort St Mary.
The Board had in contemplation a scheme for
bringing to the Island a large number of journalists
and artiste, and feel sure that these professionals
have only to be made acquainted with the
attractions o f this Island and much good would
result in the work o f pen and pencil. The project,
however, was not carried out, much to our dis
appointment, ow ing to the inadequacy o f our funds.
The deputation to London had interviews with
several leading railway ofiicials on the subject of
excursion trains from London and the South to the
Island. The Isle of Man Steam Packet Company,
after continued efforts, were able to arrange for
iive cheap excursions during last season, but it has
been our endeavour to urge upon the railway
authorities the importance of granting the induce
ments of excursion tickets to tourists travelling to
the Island, by all ordinary trains, the Isle of Man
Steam Packet Company being most anxious to
encourage this system o f cheap travel.
The Board entered into arrangements with the
E arly Closing Association of London, with the
object o f enlisting the co-operation o f this influen
tial organization, and o f securing the great advan
tage of its widespread agencies throughout the
m etropolis. A coupon was issued at the offices o f
the Association, which secured to the purchaser
the railway journey and steam boat service to the
Island from London and back, and provided for a
stipulated number o f days hotel or boarding-house
accom m odation on the Island, upon tariffs varying
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in p r ic e ; bu t though the Board consider the scheme
to be well conceived, it was found that, ow ing to
the lateness of the season, and the fact that almost
everyone had decided where to go, no great number
availed themselves o f this means. Valuable work
was done, how ever, by the Association, about
85,000 leaflets descriptive o f and showing facilities
for reaching the Island were distributed at shops
and houses by responsible persons, and under the
supervision o f the Association. A letter speaking
favourably o f the Island as a pleasure and health
resort appeared in the London papers, signed by the
President, Sir John Lubbock, and the Chairman
and Secretary, and a large number of inquiries
w ere made at the offices o f the organization.
Arrangem ents were made for sending daily
(Sundays exceptcd) weather reports to the Central
News A gency, London, and thus securing the
inform ation in leading papers, clubs, &c.
A Press Cutting A gency have supplied us with
all m atter appearing in newspapers and magazines
relating to the Island; so that any groundless reports
or anything damaging to our interest m ight be at
once brought under our notice, and prom ptly dealt
with.
F ifty lantern slides of M anx scenery w ere pre
sented to M r Joshua Dyson during the autumn,
upon this gentleman undertaking to exhibit them
from time to time, at his entertainments in the
British Isles.
Resulting from the various efforts thus made, a
large number o f letters were received by the Board
from all parts o f the kingdom, the continent, and
the colonies, asking for information. B y a simple
arrangement w e were enabled to discover the adver
tisement which had caused the applicant to w rite ;
and we can, therefore say that 3,152 letters were
received through advertisements in newspapers,
and 1,553 through circulars and magazines. I t was
impossible to give a ll the information asked f o r ;
but, in response to these 4,705 letters, an equal
number o f parcels were posted, each parcel contain
ing the f o l l o w i n g H a l l Caine’s ‘ *Little Man Island”
(kindly presented by the Isle o f Man Steam Packet
Company), lists of hotels, boarding and lodginghouses in Douglas, Ramsey, Peel, Castletown, P ort
Erin, P ort St. M ary, and Laxcy, together with sheet
guides and descriptions o f each locality, and the
sailings o f the Isle o f M an Steam Packet Company.
F our hundred letters were written in reply to
inquiries fo r information on matters not referred
to in our printed publications.
I t w ill doubtless be o f interest to know from
which parts o f the K ingdom the above 4,705letters
were re ce iv e d :—
From London and E nvirons......... 1109
„ Southern Counties o f E ng
land ..................................
757
-------- 1866
„ M idland Counties and W ales .. 1552
t, Northern C ou n ties......................
586
„ Scotland..........................................
443

„

Ireland ........ *.............................

258

4705
Shortly a fter they commenced work, the Board
secured the services of M r Ralph Caine, w ho con
sented to act in our interests in London, and he
has been able to render valuable services to the
Board in many ways. M r Caine was able, from his
ow n office, m ost centrally situated in Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, to answer hundreds of
inquiries.
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W ith reference to the inform ation distributed by
the Board in answer to inquiries, we beg to say
that it was resolved that we could not spend any
m oney upon advertising; any particular place or
locality, but that our duty was to make known the
Isle of M an as a whole. The Board communicated
its views to the various localities, and agreed that
if the several towns or districts were willing to
print any illustrations, or description o f their own
district, or to arrange for lists o f hotels, boarding
and lodging-houses, &c., and would forward them
to the office, that they w ould be distributed in the
parcels free. This arrangement appears to have
worked well.
The Board are strongly of the opinion that, not
withstanding the late date when they were able to
launch their scheme, the results o f their efforts
were clearly made manifest.
A bou t 1st July our notices first appeared, and on
this date, according to return furnished by the
Harbour Board, the number o f visitors to the
Island was 10,270i less than on same date in pre
vious year. A t the close o f the present season this
large decrease had been made up, and an increase
shown o f 3,289. The Board do not wish to take the
whole o f the credit for this, but do submit that it
was largely ow ing to their advertising, and that of
the Steam Packet Company, together with the
stimulated
efforts
of the
English
R ail
w ay Companies, who made renewed efforts
in this direction when they saw what we
were doing that the season was so satisfactory, and
are fairly o f the opinion that, had these efforts not
been made, a serious state o f things might have
resulted. Trade was bad throughout the country—
especially so, on the ground from which we have
hitherto drawn our chief support, many popular
watering places and holiday resorts have ex
perienced a very poor season, competition has been
and is yearly becom ing keener, the great railways
are advertising and pushing holiday resorts on their
systems, and in the face o f these facts, we think the
Island and this Legislature may be congratulated
upon the result o f the past season in the Island.
A nd with regard to the future, we are convinced
that much that has been done this year will bear
fruit in the next and following years. A s we have
pointed out, we have been working largely on new
ground. W e directed our attention to London and
the south counties, feeling assured that this
ground had hitherto been practically unworked,
and that it w as most desirable that London should
visit the Island, not possibly during the height of
the season, but earlier and later. W e have pushed
out in the metropolis in many directions, and we
are assured by many persons well able to ju dge
that our efforts w ill certainly bear rich fruit.
W e would remind the C ourt that this scheme of
M anx advertising m ust not be ju dged by one
season’s efforts or results. N o business man would
thus regard his first year’s expenditure or returns.
Coming upon the same ground again next year,
and being early in the field, we anticipate a marked
and substantial increase o f visitors, and believe
that the early part of the summer will be made
m uch m ore successful.
I t is our desire to impress upon the Court, and
upon those w ho m ay occupy our position, the
im portance o f pushing the attractions o f the
Island during the months o f M ay and J u n e; and
also the desirability o f extending the season into
the autumn, after the artisan classes have returned,
by bringing over another class who now go to
Scotland and the Continent. F or these most
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desirable ends w e depend largely upon the Steam
Packet C om panies; but, by persistent efforts and
appeals to the class aimed at, we think it quite pos
sible to bring about a second season during the
early autumn. The claims o f the Island as a winter
health resort should not be lost sight of, as we
believe m any m ay be induced to becom e permanent
residents.
T o recapitulate, the Island has, for the first time,
been fairly advertised throughout the British I sles;
m uch experience has been gained of the work, a bad
season has been averted, new ground has been
vigorously worked, a marked impression has been
made on the press o f the country, the railway com 
panies have been stimulated, and we believe that
thousands have been favourably impressed regard
ing the Island w ho had made their arrangements to
g o elsewhere before our notices reached them, and
w e look forward most hopefully to the next season
as one fu ll o f promise.
The Board have felt themselves powerless to do
many things most desirable in the interests of the
Island for w ant o f fu n d s; and if his E xcellency the
Lieutenant Governor and this Court can increase
the vote for next year, we strongly urge the wisdom
o f this being done. In any case, we unanimously
and strongly urge upon the Court the necessity of
giving their instructions to the Board at the earliest
possible date, and feel that immediately we enter
upon the new year preparatory work should be
commenced.
The sum of £2,000 was placed at our disposal, it
has been spent with great regard to true econ om y ;
every item has been w atched; and the closest
prices secured, consistent with sound business, No
m ember o f the B oard has received one penny other
than bare travelling expenses if o ff the Island on
the Board’s business.
The accounts are made up, and now await the
Governm ent audit.
The sum o f £12 4s 2d remains in hand.
J. R . C o w ell , Chairman
A l e x - B ru ce
J no . T. C o w ell
E d w a r d M artin
R . W illiam son
E. C h a d w ic k
W . Brew
W . J. C a n n ell
G. Co llister

This concluded the business before the Court.
The House of Keys and Council adjourned
sine die

.

Advertising.—Report of the Board

