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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
THE STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE 
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
HELD ON TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2012
Present:
Madam President (Chairman)

Mr Butt


Mr Lowey

In attendance:
Clerk of the Legislative Council 

HM Attorney General was not present.
1.
Minutes of the last meeting (12th May 2009)

Agreed and signed.
2.
Matters arising

It was noted that the Standing Orders of Tynwald Court had been amended in November 2009 in relation to the sub judice rule. Corresponding amendments to the Standing Orders of the Legislative Council had been set out in a report, PP 47/10, which had been agreed by the Committee in correspondence without the need for a meeting. The report had been received and its recommendations approved by the Council on 27th April 2010. A consolidated edition of the Standing Orders (PP130/11) had been published in September 2011.
3.
Question deadlines

It was noted that House of Keys Questions have to be tabled by 5pm six working days before the sitting (i.e. Monday: see KSO2.2). There was no deadline in Council Standing Orders. Practice had been to accept Council Questions until 5pm on the Tuesday before the sitting. It was agreed that the practice of accepting items for the Council Order Paper until the Tuesday was justified to enable any Third Readings of Bills in the Keys to be taken into account. The Committee did not wish to codify the existing practice in Standing Orders.
4.
Expiry of appointments to Committees

It was noted that in Tynwald Court, appointments expire when a Member leaves his or her Branch (TSO 5.5). This rule had been applied by analogy at various times over the years to Council Committee appointments but the Standing Orders were silent on the subject and practice had been inconsistent. It was agreed that the practice of the Council should continue to be in line with that in Tynwald Court; and that Standing Orders should be amended to make this clear.
5. 
Bills introduced into the Keys

It was noted that, although all Government Bills have for many years started in the Keys, LSO 4.2 made no express provision for this procedure. It was agreed that the Council’s Standing Orders should be amended to mirror KSO 4.2(1)(b).
6.
Date of next meeting

It was agreed that a meeting date should be fixed once a draft Report had been prepared covering items 4 and 5 above.
Chairman:……………………… 

 
Date:……………………..
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