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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF TYNWALD ON THE KIRK MICHAEL SCHOOL LAND EXCHANGE AGREEMENT
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 2ND OCTOBER 2013
Present: 
Mr Speaker (Chairman) 



Mrs Cannell



Mr Turner
In attendance:
Deputy Clerk of Tynwald
1. 
Apologies
None.
2.
Minutes of the last meeting (16th July  2013)
3.
Matters arising
4.
Evidence received

a.
Request for further evidence sent to the DEC on 19th July 2013 – noted.
b.
i.
Response dated 14th August 2013 from Stuart Dobson – considered.

ii.
It was noted that the DEC had obtained the registered caveat in relation to the option over the Cassidys’ land but not the Option Agreement dated 19th December 2007 itself. It was noted that on the basis of the registered caveat, the DEC would not have known whether the Option Agreement was time-limited and whether it was subject to any other conditions. It was agreed that the Committee needed to see the Option Agreement. Heritage Homes was to be asked to produce this document.
iii.
It was noted that the DEC said the main land exchange Agreement was no longer live. The Committee wished to check this in due course with both the Attorney General’s Chambers and its own independent legal advisor John Wright. The Committee recalled that it had previously recommended that as soon as the final outcome of the Agreement was known, the Agreement and the associated valuation information should be published. There was a discussion of whether in its second report the Committee might publish the material itself or make a recommendation to the DEC to publish it.

c.
Request for further evidence sent to Derek Sewell on 19th July 2013 – noted.
d.
Response dated 20th August 2013 from Mr Sewell. The Committee accepted Mr Sewell’s evidence that he was not involved in the negotiations because of a perceived conflict of interest. This answered Mr Lewin’s allegation that Mr Sewell had been taken off the case for political reasons.
e.
Request for further evidence sent to Hon Eddie Teare MHK on 19th July 2013 – noted.
f.
Response dated 18th August 2013 from Mr Teare – noted.
g.
Request for further evidence sent to Hon Allan Bell MHK on 19th July 2013 – noted.
h.
Response dated 28th August 2013 from Mr Bell – noted.
i.
Acknowledgement dated 25th July 2013 incorporating personal disclaimer from Mr Ian Thompson, DoI plus apology from Nick Black, 25th Sept 2013 – noted.
j.
E-mail exchange concluding 29th August 2013 between Dandara Group and the Clerk – noted. A chaser e-mail had been sent on 24th Sept 2013. The Committee considered it unsatisfactory that no substantive submission had been supplied by Dandara. The Group was to be informed that the Committee was not at all content with the situation.
k.
Request for further evidence sent to the DoI on 19th July 2013 – noted.
l.
Response dated 26th September 2013 from Nick Black. Mr Lewin had alleged that Heritage had sent the 2009 plan to the Highways Division as opposed to the newer 2010 plan because only the 2009 plan would have been approved. The DoI had confirmed that it has only ever considered the 2009 plan. It was agreed to send the DoI the two plans and ask if they would equally have approved the 2010 plan.
5.
Next steps/date(s) of future meeting(s)
The following dates were agreed:


Thursday 7th November 2013
10am


Monday 2nd December 2013
2pm
Chairman: .................................................. Date: ..............................................................




