
How a Bill Becomes Law 
 
A Bill introduced in the House of Keys must go through the following stages to 
become law: 
 

First Reading 
The Bill is introduced, considered "read" 
for the first time and printed.  [No 
debate] 

 
 

Second Reading 
Members debate the general principle of 
the Bill. 

 
 

Committee [Optional Stage] 
A legislative committee may be elected to examine 
the Bill before second reading approval is given 
and/or clause by clause and may submit, with any 
recommended amendments, a report to the House. 

 
 

Clauses Stage 
Members may move amendments at 
this point. 

 
 

Third Reading 
Members debate and vote on the 
Bill [as amended, if amendments 
were carried]. 

 
 

If passed, the Bill is sent for 
consideration by the Legislative 
Council. 
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How a Bill Becomes Law 
 
A Bill introduced in the Legislative Council must go through the following stages to 
become law: 
 
 

First Reading 

The Bill is introduced, that may lead to a 
short debate and issues raised, 
considered "read" for the first time.  The 
Bill may be reprinted incorporating 
House of Keys amendments. 

 
 

Second Reading 

Members debate the general principle of 
the Bill. 

 
 

Clauses  Stage 
The Council examines the Bill clause by 
clause.  Members may move 
amendments at this point. 

 
 

Third Reading 
Members review the Bill [as amended, 
if amendments were carried], debate 
and vote on the Bill.  If first introduced 
in the Council it is transmitted to the 
House of Keys. If not, and passed, it is 
sent for signature in Tynwald. 

 
 

If the Legislative Council passes a Bill 
with amendments that was first 
introduced in the House of Keys, it 
returns to the House of Keys for their 
agreement.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If the Legislative Council passes a Bill 
sent to it by the House of Keys 
removed by General Election in an 
intervening period, the Bill becomes a 
Council Bill and, if passed, is sent to 
the newly elected House of Keys for 
consideration in the usual stages. 
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How a Bill Becomes Law 
 
A Bill introduced in the House of Keys and Legislative Council may go through some 
or all of the following stages to become law where the two bodies are not in 
agreement: 
 

House of Keys Agreement 

The House of Keys may agree to the Legislative Council 
amendments.  If not, the Council will be asked to 
reconsider. 

 

Council Reconsideration 
The Legislative Council may withdraw their 
amendment(s).  If not, a conference of delegates is called. 

 

Conference 

Under the chairmanship of the President of Tynwald, 
delegates from the House of Keys and Legislative Council 
try to seek agreement. 

 

Report of Conference 

Delegates report back to the House of Keys and Legislative 
Council respectively on the outcome.  Either or both bodies 
may not agree to the outcome and conference is reconvened 
until agreement is reached, or one Branch insists on its 
amendment(s) or no agreement is reached. 

 

Joint Committee of Tynwald 

A joint committee under the auspices and Standing 
Orders of Tynwald may be set up to re-examine any 
aspects of the Bill, if both Branches agree. 

 

Amendment in Tynwald 
Due to errors or perceived need to amend the Bill rather 
than start again with a new Bill, or as a result of a Joint 
Committee of Tynwald. 

 

House of Keys Authority 
Where the Council has not passed a Bill sent to it by the 
House of Keys within 12 legislative (not calendar) 
months,  The House of Keys may resolve to lay the Bill 
before Tynwald for signature. 17 Keys’ Members must 
sign, whether or not Council signatures in any number 
are added,  for the Bill to be submitted for Royal Assent. 
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How a Bill Becomes Law 
 
A Bill passed by the House of Keys and the Legislative Council must then go through 
the following stages to become law: 

 

Bill signed in Tynwald 
A majority of the Members in each Branch must sign the 
Bill before it is put forward for Royal Assent. 

 

Royal Assent 

The Royal Assent is given by the sovereign.  If the Bill is 
considered to be domestic internal law of the Isle of Man 
not in contravention of international agreements or 
judgments or not a matter of international affairs, the 
Governor may sign on the sovereign's behalf.  The Privy 
Council, in particular the Lord Chancellor and Secretary 
of State for Justice (a UK Government Minister), advises 
the sovereign on whether Royal Assent is to be given 
and by whose signature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promulgation 

The title and purpose of the Act of Tynwald is read out 
in English and Manx at the Tynwald Ceremony on 
Tynwald Day (5th July).  This must be done within 18 
months of the Act being passed.  A certificate is signed 
that the Act has been promulgated. 

 

Commencement 
An Act of Tynwald may be in force on the day it is 
passed.  All or part(s) of the Act may be brought into 
force on different days by an executive (Appointed Day) 
order.  Such orders are laid before Tynwald and may 
need to be approved. 

Royal Assent Announced / Passed 
When a signature for Royal Assent has been added, an 
announcement of this fact is made by the President of 
Tynwald at a sitting of Tynwald. A certificate is signed 
by the President of Tynwald and the Speaker of the 
House of Keys that the Royal Assent was announced. 
The Bill is now an Act of Tynwald. (Interpretation Act 
1976, s. 10) 


