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STANDING ORDERS OF TYNWALD 
1995 

 

CONSOLIDATED EDITION : FEBRUARY 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I:  SITTINGS OF TYNWALD 
 
Sittings of Tynwald 
1.1 (1) Unless the Court otherwise resolves, Tynwald shall sit each year – 
 
  (a) at St John's on Tynwald Day;  
 
  (b) in Douglas on the Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday next 

following Tynwald Day or, if Tynwald Day falls on a Monday, 
the second Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday next following 
Tynwald Day; and 

 
  (c) in Douglas on the third Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of 

each month, except July, August and September; but, 
 
   (i) if any such day falls within seven days of Christmas Day, 

Tynwald shall be held on the Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday of the previous week; and 

 
   (ii) if any such day falls within seven days of Good Friday, 

Tynwald shall be held on the Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday of either the previous week or the following week, 
whichever Tuesday is the nearer to the third Tuesday of the 
month in which the sitting would otherwise be held. 

 
   (Substituted October 2002) 
 
 (2) If satisfied that a matter is of immediate urgency and special reasons 

exist for doing so, the President may summon Tynwald to sit at any 
other time, whether within any of the periods referred to in paragraph 
(1) or not. 

 
 (3) Upon receipt of a request signed by a quorum of either Branch, the 

President shall convene a sitting of Tynwald without delay. 
  (Isle of Man Constitution Amendment Act, 1919, s.3) 
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 (4) Notice of sittings convened under paragraphs (2) and (3) shall be given 
to each Member in writing and, in respect of sittings convened under 
paragraph (2), shall specify the matters of immediate urgency and 
special reasons for summoning Tynwald. 

 
 
Times of Sittings 
1.2 (1) Without prejudice to Standing Order 1.1(2), a sitting shall begin at 

10.30 am unless the President otherwise determines. 
 
 (2) The business of the day shall terminate not later than 8.00 pm.  
 
  (Substituted February 2005) 
  {Previous wording amended May 2003} 
 
 (3) A suspension of paragraph (2) shall only take place if approved by the 

vote of at least 22 Members, Tynwald voting as one body.  
 
  (Added February 2005) 
 
 
Adjournments of Tynwald 
1.3 (1) An adjournment of Tynwald shall take place by the authority of the 

President supported by a majority of both Branches present and 
voting. 

 
 (2) The President may adjourn Tynwald without a motion for a period not 

exceeding two hours. 
 
 (3) Whenever it is necessary to adjourn Tynwald from one day to another 

or from place to place, without the Court having assembled, the 
President may by writing, under his hand, authorize the Clerk of 
Tynwald, or any Coroner to attend at the place and time for which the 
Court has been convoked and adjourn it to the day, time and place 
appointed by such writing (See Form 1). 

  (Tynwald Courts Adjournments Act, 1919, s.2) 
 
 
Recesses 
1.4 
[Deleted 17 October 2002] 
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Sitting to nominate a Chief Minister 
1.5  Notwithstanding Standing Orders 1.1 and 1.4, a sitting of Tynwald for 

the purpose of nominating a Chief Minister shall be held not less than 
10 and not more than 14 days - 

 
  (a) after a general election of members of the House of Keys;  or 
 
  (b) after the sitting at which a resolution of no confidence in the 

Council of Ministers is passed under section 2(3)(b) of the Council 
of Ministers Act 1990;  or 

 
  (c) after a casual vacancy in the office of Chief Minister has arisen.  

(Council of Ministers Act 1990, s.2(2)). 
 
  (Added June 1996) 
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II: ARRANGEMENT OF BUSINESS 
 

1. Order of Business 
 
 
Order of Business on Tynwald Day 
2.1 On Tynwald Day, business shall be taken as follows:- 
 
 (1) Divine Service; 
  
 (2) Procession from the Chapel to the Hill; 
  
 (3) Proceedings on the Hill, namely - 
 
  (a) the Governor shall call on the First Deemster to direct the fencing 

of the Court; 
 
  (b) the Coroner of Glenfaba Sheading shall fence the Court in English 

and Yn Lhaihder shall fence the Court in Manx; 
 
  (c) the incoming Coroners shall proceed up the Hill in the following 

order:- 
 
   Coroner of Glenfaba and Michael; 
   Coroner of Ayre and Garff;  
   Coroner of Middle;  
   Coroner of Rushen; 
 
  (d) the First Deemster shall administer to the Coroners the Oath of 

Office (each kneeling) and the Coroners shall receive their wands 
of office from the Governor after which they shall retire to their 
places on the Hill; 

 
  (e) a memorandum of each Act of Tynwald to be promulgated shall 

be read in English by one of the Deemsters and in Manx by the 
other Deemster or by Yn Lhaihder or some other person 
appointed by the Governor. 

   (Promulgation Act, 1988, sections 2 and 3); 
 
  (f) any Petition for Redress shall be presented; 
 
 (4) Procession from the Hill to the Chapel; 
 
 (5) A signature of certificate of promulgation of each Act shall be signed 

by the President and the Speaker in attestation of promulgation.  
  (Promulgation Act, 1988, s.4) 
 
  (Words deleted July 2006) 
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 (6) Any further business, in the order specified in Standing Order 2.2. 
 
Order of Business at Other Sittings 
2.2 (1) The business before the Court shall be set out in an Order Paper 

(containing matters other than questions) and a Question Paper 
(containing tabled questions) which shall be prepared by the Clerk of 
Tynwald, and issued under the authority of the President. 

 
 (2) In respect of a budget sitting, a separate Order Paper, to be referred to 

as Order Paper Number 2, which shall only contain notices of motion 
tabled by the Treasury relating to the Isle of Man Budget, shall be 
prepared by the Clerk of Tynwald and issued under the authority of 
the President.  

 
 (3) Business shall be as set out in the Order Paper and Question Paper for 

the sitting unless Tynwald, by a resolution supported by at least six 
members of the Council and sixteen members of the Keys, otherwise 
determines. 

 
 (4) Subject to Standing Order 2.2(2) and (5) and unless otherwise directed 

by the President, business shall be set out in the Order Paper in the 
following order:- 

 
  (a) Statements by the President; 
 

  (b) Signing of Bills noted on the Order Paper or, with the consent of 
the Court, circulated on the instructions of the President; 

 
   (Words added October 2002) 
 
  (c) Announcement to Tynwald of Royal Assent to Acts; 
 
  (d) Papers presented to Tynwald by command of the Governor; 
 
  (e) Questions; 
 
  (f) Statements by Members acting in a governmental capacity; 
 
  (g) Motions for the levying of taxes; 
 
  (h) Motions for the voting of money; 
 
  (i) Reports presented to Tynwald by Departments, Statutory Boards, 

Commissions or Committees; 
 
  (j) Motions relating to Reports of Committees of Tynwald; 
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  (k) Motions relating to Reports of Commissions appointed by the 
Governor; 

 
  (l) Other motions; 
 
  (m) Public Petitions; 
 
  (n) Private Petitions; 
 
  (o) Other private business. 
 
 (5) At a budget sitting, Order Paper Number 2 shall be taken directly after 

business in paragraph (4)(d). 
 
 (6) No other business, except matters raised under Standing Order 2.6, 

shall be considered. 
 
  (Amended February 2005) 
 
To be sent to Members 
2.3 (1) Order Papers shall be sent to each Member so as to be received at least 

five clear days before the sitting. 
 
 (2) Order Paper Number 2 and associated papers shall be provided to 

Members and the Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Tynwald only and shall 
be treated as strictly confidential until the presentation of the Budget. 

 
  (Amended October 2002) 
 
 (3) The Question Paper shall be sent to each Member so as to be received 

at least three clear days before the sitting. 
 
 

2. Notice of Motion and of Question 
 
Notice of Motion and of Question 
2.4 (1) Notices of motion (including a notice of motion to which Standing 

Order 2.2(2) refers) must be submitted in the manner set out in Form 2 
at least fourteen clear days before the day when the motion is to be 
made. 

 
 (2) Where the Treasury considers that the nature of a notice of motion is 

such that it cannot be disclosed in accordance with paragraph (1), it 
may be submitted to the Clerk of Tynwald at least 6 clear days prior to 
the date of the Budget and shall be included in Order Paper Number 2. 
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 (3) Notices of tabled questions must be submitted in the manner set out in 
Form 3 at least seven clear days before the day when the question is to 
be put. 

 
 (4) In giving notice of a motion or a question, a Member shall submit to 

the Clerk of Tynwald a signed copy of the notice indicating the date of 
the sitting for which it is given. 

 
 (5) In the case of any motion for which statutory concurrence is required 

no entry shall be made unless such concurrence has been signified in 
writing to the Clerk of Tynwald before or when notice is given. 
(Treasury Act, 1985, s.10) 

 
 (6)  Where the time for notice of motion or a tabled question to be 

submitted expires on a Bank Holiday, such notice shall be submitted 
no later than the weekday immediately preceding the Bank Holiday;  
and ‗weekday‘ shall be taken to  mean any day from and including 
Monday to Friday which is not itself a Bank Holiday. 

   
  (Added October 2003) 
 
Proposal for Nomination as Chief Minister and Statement by Nominee 
2.4A (1) A proposal for the nomination of a Member as Chief Minister shall be 

made in writing and delivered to the Clerk of Tynwald not less than 7 
days before the sitting to which SO 1.5 refers. 

  (Council of Ministers Act 1990, s.2 (2A)) 
 
  (Amended March 1997)    
  
 (2) A person proposed for nomination under paragraph (1) shall submit to 

the Clerk of Tynwald, not less than 5 days before the sitting referred to 
in that paragraph, a written statement specifying the policies which, if 
appointed, he intends to pursue. 

  (Council of Ministers Act 1990, s.2 (2B)) 
 
 (3) Any proposal for nomination or statement submitted under this 

Standing Order shall, on receipt, be sent by the Clerk of Tynwald to 
each Member.   

  (Council of Ministers Act 1990, s.2 (2B)) 
 
 (4) A statement submitted under paragraph (2) shall be laid before 

Tynwald at the sitting to which SO 1.5 refers. 
 
  (Added March 1997) 
 
(Added June 1996) 
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President May Disallow Motions and Questions 
2.5 (1) The President shall decide if a motion or a question is admissible under 

these Standing Orders and shall disallow any motion or question if it 
infringes any of them. 

 
 (2) The Clerk of Tynwald shall inform the Member concerned in writing of 

the disallowance of a motion or question by the President, with the 
reason therefore. 

 
 

3. Interruption of Business 
 
 
Business Interrupted or Suspended 
2.6  Proceedings may be interrupted - 
 
  (a) under Standing Orders; 
 
  (b) by a matter of privilege suddenly arising; 
 
  (c) by a motion for the reading of a document relevant to the 

question before Tynwald; 
 
  (d) by a motion for the adjournment of the debate; and 
 
  (e) by a Member seeking to move the immediate discussion of a 

definite matter of urgent public importance.  
 
 
Points of Order or Privilege 
2.7  Any Member may speak on a point of order (which the Member must 

specify) or upon a matter of privilege suddenly arising. 
 
 
Matter of Urgent Public Importance 
2.8 (1) Written notice of a motion for the immediate discussion of a definite 

matter of urgent public importance must be given to the President. 
 
 (2) If the Member who has given notice is supported by four other 

Members rising (no amendment or debate being allowed) such motion 
shall, with leave of Tynwald, take precedence over any other business. 
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4. Adjournment of Business 
 
Adjournment by Resolution of Tynwald 
2.9  Any business may be adjourned by resolution of Tynwald, supported 

by a quorum of each Branch, to such time or date as the resolution 
provides. 

 
 
Adjournment in Absence of Quorum 
2.10  If it appears, on attention being called thereto, that a quorum of 

Members is not present, the President shall suspend the proceedings 
until a quorum be present or adjourn Tynwald to such time or date as, 
considering the business before Tynwald, to the President seems fit. 

 
Business Un-disposed of 
2.11  Subject to Standing Order 2.2, all business un-disposed of at the 

termination of a sitting shall be postponed until the next sitting 
without a motion to that effect and shall take precedence over notices 
of motion subsequently tabled. 
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III:  GENERAL RULES OF PROCEDURE 
 
 

1. Attendance of Members 
 
 
Attendance and Leave of Absence 
3.1 (1) No Member shall be absent from Tynwald, without - 
 
  (a) leave of absence for sufficient cause from the President; or 
 
  (b) extended leave of absence in accordance with the Standing 

Orders of the Council or Keys. 
 
 (2) During leave of absence a Member shall be excused but not debarred 

from attendance in Tynwald, or on any Committee. 
 
 (3) The Clerk of Tynwald shall maintain a register in which shall be 

recorded the names of Members attending each sitting. 
 
 

2. Prayers 
 
 
Prayers 
3.2 (1) Before the commencement of business on each sitting day, prayers 

shall be read by the Lord Bishop or in his absence by the Chaplain of 
the House of Keys, and failing both the President. 

 
 (2) No person shall enter or leave the Chamber while prayers are being 

read. 
 
 

3. Questions to Members 
 
 
Members May be Questioned 
3.3 (1) The proper object of a question is to obtain information on a matter of 

fact or, subject to Standing Orders 3.4(9) and 3.4(9A) below, a matter of 
law or policy within the cognisance of the person to whom it is 
addressed.  

 
  (Amended July 2006) 
 
 (2) A question may be put  
 
  (i) to the President, if confined to the business of Tynwald; and 
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  (ii) to any Member on a public matter for which that Member has 
responsibility. 

 
 
Rules as to Framing Questions 
3.4 (1) Not more than one subject shall be referred to in any question and a 

question shall not be of excessive length. 
 
 (2) A question must not contain the name of any person or any statement 

not strictly necessary to make the question intelligible. 
 
 (3) If a question contains a statement, the Member asking it is personally 

responsible for the accuracy of the statement. 
 
 (4) A question shall not contain any argument, inference, imputation, or 

unnecessary, disparaging, abusive or ironical word. 
 
 (5) Unless the President is satisfied that it is a matter of urgency and that 

special reasons exist, a question shall not renew or repeat in substance 
a question already answered. 

 
 (6) Unless an answer has been refused or a Member has refused or failed 

to take action in response to a question, that question may not be asked 
until after a period of six months has elapsed. 

 
 (7) A question shall not refer to any matter in a Branch.  
 
  (Amended July 2006) 
 
 (8) Except in relation to the date on which a Committee expects to report a 

question shall not refer to proceedings in a Committee, unless such 
proceedings have been placed before Tynwald by a report from the 
Committee. 

 
 (9) A question addressed to the Attorney General involving a matter of 

law or policy shall only be directed to obtain information about such 
matters in relation to current situations of public concern, and shall not 
seek views on issues which are wholly or largely hypothetical or be 
with a view to obtaining advice for the benefit of a constituent of a 
Member.  

 
  (Amended July 2006) 
 
 (9A) A question other than to the Attorney General may raise an issue of 

present or future policy in relation to the public responsibilities of the 
Member to whom it is addressed.  

 
  (Added July 2006) 
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 (10) A question shall not refer to any matter which is sub judice, subject to 
the discretion of the President. 

 
  (Words added December 2009) 
 
 (11) A question shall not reflect on the character or conduct, other than in 

an official capacity, of any person. 
 
 (12) A question shall not reflect on the character or conduct of any person 

whose conduct can only be challenged on a substantive motion. 
 
 (13) A question shall not make or imply a charge of a personal nature. 
 
 
Asking Questions 
3.5 (1) Tabled questions shall be taken at the stage of business provided by 

Standing Order 2.2(4). 
 
 (2) Subject to Standing Order 2.2(5), unless the President directs by notice 

set out on the Question Paper no tabled question shall be taken after 1 
pm on the day of a sitting. 

 
 (3) A tabled question shall be asked - 
 
  (a) by the Member who has tabled the question, or 
 
  (b) by another Member, where the Member who has tabled the 

question: 
 

(i) has leave of absence;  and 
 

(ii) has requested that other Member to ask the question and 
has previously informed the President of the request. 

 
 (4) A question which is not a tabled question but which has been 

submitted to the President in writing may be asked by a Member for 
oral answer at such time as the President may direct where in the 
opinion of the President it is of an urgent character and relates to a 
matter of public importance. 

 
 (5) (a) Subject to paragraph (b), a question which has not been tabled 

may be asked on a statement made by a Member. 
 
  (b) No question shall be asked on a personal statement made by a 

Member. 
 
  (Substituted June 1996) 
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 (6) In asking a question, no argument or opinion shall be offered nor any 
fact stated, except to the extent necessary to explain the question. 

 
 
Answering of Questions 
3.6 (1) A question shall be answered orally unless the Member, when tabling 

the question, has indicated that a written answer is required. 
 
 (2) In the case of any question to which an oral answer is required - 
 
  (a) the President shall call upon the Member in whose name it stands 

and the Member so called shall rise and ask the question and the 
person questioned shall answer; and 

 
  (b) if the answer is lengthy, the Member questioned may circulate a 

written answer at least 24 hours before the sitting at which the 
question will be asked. 

 
 (3) In the case of any question to which a written answer is required, the 

person questioned shall circulate the answer not later than 1 pm on the 
sitting day on which the question was tabled for answer. 

 
 (4) Written answers, or answers circulated under Standing Order 3.8, shall 

reproduce the question to which they are replying and be in the format 
required by the Clerk of Tynwald.  

 
  (Added July 2006) 
 
 
Supplementary Questions 
3.7 (1) Any Member may ask a supplementary question for the purpose of 

further elucidating any matter of fact arising out of an answer given 
under Standing Order 3.6(2) but must not otherwise introduce matter 
not included in the original question. 

 
 (2) The President shall disallow any supplementary question if satisfied 

that it infringes any of these Standing Orders relating to the 
admissibility of questions. 

 
 
Questions Not Answered or Reached. 
3.8  If a tabled question for oral answer is not reached during the time 

allowed under Standing Order 3.5(2) the Member to whom it is 
addressed shall circulate a written answer within 48 hours. 
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Answers to Questions Not Asked 
3.9  If a question is not asked when it is reached, the Member to whom it is 

addressed may give an answer to it at discretion, upon the ground of 
public interest. 

 
 
Answers May be Refused 
3.10 (1) At discretion an answer to a Question may, on application to the 

President, be declined by the Member questioned as being contrary to 
public interest. 

 
 (2) If a Member to whom a tabled Question is addressed declines to 

answer it on the ground that to do so  would be contrary to public 
interest, that Member shall no later than 24 hours before the sitting 
confirm in writing to the President the reasons for refusal. 

 
 (3) If a Member to whom a supplementary Question is addressed declines 

to answer it on the ground that to do so would be contrary to the 
public interest, that Member shall no later than 24 hours after the 
sitting confirm in writing to the President the reasons for refusal. 

 
 (4) The President shall report to the Court at the sitting at which the  

Question is tabled, or in the case of a supplementary Question at the 
next sitting, whether the President is or is not satisfied that it would be 
contrary to the public interest for the Question to be answered, and 
may give reasons. 

 
(Substituted December 2009) 
 
 

4. Motions and Amendments to Motions 
 
 
Rules as to Framing and Making Motions 
3.11 (1) Except for a motion for rescission under Standing Order 3.20, no 

motion may be proposed which is the same in substance as any motion 
which, during the same session, has been superseded or resolved in the 
affirmative or negative. 

 
 (2) No motion shall anticipate a matter already tabled for consideration of 

Tynwald except by leave of Tynwald supported by a quorum of each 
Branch. 

 
 (3) No debate shall be permitted at any time on a matter tabled for 

consideration by a Branch. 
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 (4) A motion shall not refer to any matter which is sub judice, subject to the 

discretion of the President. 
 
  (Words added December 2009)  
 
 (5) A motion which is not seconded shall not be debated. 
 
 (6) A motion only that a Report or other document be received does not 

imply that its contents are necessarily acceptable to the Court, and 
accordingly no such motion shall be made where a Report or other 
document contains recommendations or conclusions. 

 
  (Added December 2004) 
 
 (7) A motion that a Report or other document be received and its 

recommendations approved does not imply that its contents are 
necessarily acceptable to the Court, but does indicate that its 
recommendations or conclusions are approved and intended to be 
implemented. 

 
  (Added December 2004) 
 
 (8) A motion that a Report or other document be accepted and its 

recommendations approved indicates that its contents are acceptable to 
the Court and that its recommendations or conclusions are approved 
and intended to be implemented.   

 
  (Added December 2004) 
 
 (9) Where any Report or other document is before the Court on a motion 

for its recommendations or conclusions to be approved, the motion 
itself shall set out each item of such recommendations or conclusions, if 
more than one, individually.  

 
  (Added July 2006) 
 
 
Motion Divided into Paragraphs or Parts 
3.12 (1) If a motion contains two or more distinct propositions (whether or not 

it is formally divided into parts), any Member may move that 
 
  (a) a particular proposition be debated separately and put as a 

substantive motion; or 
 
  (b) the propositions be debated as one but voted upon separately. 
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 (2) A motion moved in terms of paragraph (1) may only be moved 
immediately after the principal motion has been seconded. 

 
 
Motion Withdrawn 
3.13 (1) A Member who has moved a motion or amendment may withdraw it 

by the leave of Tynwald. 
 
 (2) A motion which has been withdrawn may be tabled again. 
 
 (3) Where a Member has begun to speak to move a motion on the Order 

Paper but fails to move it, that motion shall be deemed nonetheless to 
have been moved and seconded and shall be resolved by the Court 
accordingly.  

 
  (Added December 2004) 
 
 
Superseding a Motion 
3.14 A motion is superseded by 
 
 (a) a motion for the adjournment of the Court, or 
 
 (b) a motion for the adjournment of the debate (except a motion moved 

under Standing Order 2.9), or 
 
  (Words added October 2002) 
 
 (c) a motion ―That Tynwald do now proceed to the next business‖. 
 
 
Rules as to Amendments 
3.15 (1) A motion may be amended. 
 
 (2) Every amendment must be relevant to the motion to which it is 

proposed. 
 
 (3) No member may move more than one amendment to any motion. 
 
 
Closure of Debate 
3.16 (1) When any motion is before Tynwald, a motion may be made ―That the 

motion be now ‗put‘‖, no amendment or debate being allowed. 

 
 (2) Unless it appears to the President that such motion is an abuse of the 

rules of Tynwald or an infringement of the rights of the minority, it 
shall be put forthwith. 
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 (3) If such motion is decided in the affirmative by a quorum of each 
Branch, the President shall call upon the mover of the original motion 
to reply, after which the motion shall be put. 

 
Putting of Motion 
3.17 (1) At the conclusion of the debate, the President shall put the motion to 

Tynwald. 
 
 (2) Where an amendment has been proposed and seconded, the President 

shall put the question ―That the amendment be agreed‖ and, if carried, 
the amendment shall form part of the principal motion. 

 
 (3) Where more than one amendment has been proposed and seconded, 

the order in which they are put shall be determined by the President. 
 
 (4) If a motion or amendment is divided into parts as provided for under 

Standing Order 3.12, the President shall put the parts separately but if 
the motion is rejected as a whole, its parts, even if already agreed to, 
shall be rejected also.   

 
  (Amended February 2005) 
 
 (5) When amendments have been agreed, the tabled motion as amended 

shall be put. 
 
 (6) A motion being put shall be resolved in the affirmative or negative by 

the majority of Members declaring ―Aye‖ or ―No‖. 
 
 (7) The President shall state the opinion, ―The Ayes have it‖ or ―The Noes 

have it‖ but if the opinion is questioned, the matter shall be 
determined by a division, for which any Member may call. 

 
 
Nomination of Chief Minister 
3.17A (1) Unless Standing Order 2.4A has been satisfied, no vote shall be taken 

on a proposal to nominate a Member as Chief Minister. 
  (Council of Ministers Act 1990, s.2(2B)) 
 
 (2) Where more than one proposal for the nomination of a Member as 

Chief Minister has been made – 
 
  (a) an election shall take place in accordance with the procedure set 

out in Standing Order 5.3(5) to (7), (10), (11) and (13);  and where 
Standing Order 5.3(11) has been applied and no Member is 
successful in the election, the President shall adjourn the Court in 
the same manner as in paragraph (d); 

 
   (Amended March 1997) 
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  (b) the President shall put to Tynwald the motion that the Member 
who was successful in that election be nominated as Chief 
Minister; 

 
  (c) if a division is called for, Tynwald shall vote as one body and the 

motion shall be declared carried if it is supported by a majority of 
the votes of Members present and voting ; and 

   (Council of Ministers Act 1990, s2 (2)) 
 
  (d) if that motion fails the President shall adjourn the Court to a date 

not less than 10 days and not more than 14 days later to allow 
further proposals to be made under Standing Order 2.4A(1) 

 
  (Added June 1996) 
 
 
Voting on a Division 
3.18 (1) Every Member entitled to do so, and present in Tynwald when a 

motion is put, shall vote. 
 
 (2) Unless otherwise provided, the Council and Keys shall vote separately. 
 
 (3) Except as otherwise provided, the votes shall be taken orally, the Keys 

votes being taken first.   
 
 (4) Each vote shall be recorded by the Clerk of Tynwald. 
 
 (5) In the case of confusion or error concerning the numbers on a division, 

the vote shall be taken again. 
 
 (6) The Speaker shall announce the result of the voting in the Keys and the 

President the result of the voting in the Council. 
 
 (7) Unless otherwise provided a motion shall be determined in a Branch 

by the majority of votes of the members of the Branch then present in 
Tynwald. 

 
 (8) The President shall declare the decision of Tynwald. 
 
 (9) Unless the motion has been carried in each Branch, the President shall 

declare the motion to be lost. 
 
 (10) Where there is an equality of votes in the Keys the motion shall be lost 

in that Branch. 
 
 (11) Where there is an equality of votes in the Council, the President shall 

have a casting vote, but shall only exercise such vote to ensure that the 
vote of the Council is the same as that of the Keys. 
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 (12) From and after the sitting of the Court in December 2006, votes shall 
for the remainder of the Session be taken by a system of electronic 
voting in accordance with directions issued by the President.  

 
  (Added July 2006) 
 
 (13) Where votes are taken by means of electronic voting, the Council and 

the Keys shall vote simultaneously and paragraph (3) above shall not 
apply.  

 
  (Added July 2006) 
 
 (14) If after a division has been taken by electronic voting a Member so 

requests, the Clerk of Tynwald shall read out the names of the 
Members voting and indicate the votes which they have cast, those for 
and those against.  

 
  (Added July 2006) 
 
 
Motion Defeated in Council 
3.19 (1) Where the Council and the Keys have voted separately in Tynwald on 

any motion and such motion has received an affirmative vote in the 
Keys but has been defeated in the Council, the Member who moved 
the motion may at any time during the same or next following sitting 
give notice of intention to move the same motion at a sitting, which 
shall be specified in the notice, to be held not later than six months 
after the sitting at which the motion was put and lost.  

  (Isle of Man Constitution Act, 1961, s.2(1)). 
 
 (2) Paragraph (1) does not apply in respect of an amendment where the 

principal motion has been lost in both Branches. 
 
 (3) Where notice is given under paragraph (1), the motion shall be 

included in the Order Paper for the sitting specified in the notice 
together with a statement of the sitting at which notice was given. 

 
 (4) An amendment to the motion may be moved at the specified sitting. 
 
 (5) When such motion or any amendment thereof is put at the specified 

sitting, the Council and the Keys shall not vote separately thereon on a 
division being called for but shall vote as one body and the motion 
shall be declared carried if not less than 17 votes are cast in the 
affirmative by the Members present.  

  (Isle of Man Constitution Act, 1961, s.2 (2). 
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 (6) When a division is taken in accordance with paragraph (5), the votes of 
both Branches shall be taken orally and recorded by the Clerk of 
Tynwald, the Keys votes being taken first. 

 
 
Resolutions Rescinded 
3.20 No resolution shall be rescinded in the session in which it was passed except 

upon a substantive motion supported by a vote of at least 16 members 
of the Keys and six members of the Council. 

 
 

5. Rules of Conduct and Debate 
 
 
Conduct of Members 
3.21 (1) Members shall bow to the President on entering, leaving or crossing 

the Chamber. 
 
 (2) Members shall not pass between the President and a Member who is 

speaking. 
 
 (3) Members shall not stand in the passages or gangways. 
 
 (4) Members shall dress and behave with decorum. 
 
 (5) Members shall not read a document or use electronic apparatus in the 

Chamber, except in connection with business before the Court. 
 
 
The President Calls on Members to Speak 
3.22 (1) Subject to paragraph (3), every Member who desires to speak shall 

stand and address the President.  
 
 (2) When two or more Members rise to speak, the President shall call upon 

the Member who first rose. 
 
 (3) By leave of the President, a Member who is unable conveniently to 

stand by reason of sickness or infirmity, may speak sitting. 
 
 
Members Speaking 
3.23 (1) A Member shall speak to the motion before Tynwald or to a motion or 

amendment which that Member intends to move or to a matter of 
order or privilege. 

 
 (2) When an amendment has been moved debate shall not be restricted to 

the amendment but may relate to the amendment and the motion, both 
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matters being under the consideration of Tynwald, as alternative 
proposals. 

 
 (3) Whenever the President speaks, any Member then speaking or offering 

to speak shall sit down, so that the President may be heard without 
interruption. 

 
 (4) No Member may speak to any motion after it has been put by the 

President. 
 
 (5) The proceedings of Tynwald shall be in English; but if a Member at any 

point pronounces a customary term or sentence in Manx Gaelic, or in 
another language, the President may call upon the Member for a 
translation. 

 
  (Words substituted May 2003) 
 
 (6) With leave of Tynwald, a Member may explain matters of a personal 

nature although there is no question before Tynwald but no debatable 
matter may be brought forward and no debate shall arise upon an 
explanation. 

 
 (7) Unless it is of such a nature that its publication would be inconsistent 

with the public interest, no document may be referred to until a copy 
has been distributed to all Members. 

 
 (8) Not withstanding (7) above, a document may be referred to if it is 

mentioned in a Report or motion on the Order Paper and, on account 
of its size or the difficulty of reproducing it, it has not been sent to 
Members 14 clear days before the sitting pursuant to Standing Order 
10.9, but has been available for consultation or copying in the Tynwald 
Library during that period and during the sitting. 

 
  (Added May 2003) 
 
 
Reserved Speech 
3.24 (1) Subject to paragraph (2), Members who move or second motions may 

reserve their speeches and speak later in the debate upon the motion. 
 
 (2) Members who move or second amendments or procedural motions 

may not reserve their speeches. 
 
 
Members speaking twice 
3.25 (1) Subject to paragraph (3), a Member may only speak once to a motion. 
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 (2) No Member having spoken to a motion may subsequently move or 
second an amendment thereto. 

 
 (3) A Member who has spoken to a motion may speak again - 
 
  (a) in reply, where permitted to do so under Standing Order 3.26; 
 
  (b) with the leave of the President, to explain some material point 

but, in doing so, may not introduce any new matter. 
 
 (4) A Member who has spoken to a motion may speak to any amendment 

moved in respect of it. 
 
 
Reply 
3.26 (1) A reply shall be allowed only to a Member who  
 
  (a) has moved a tabled motion, or   
 
  (b) has moved an adjournment. 
 
 (2) A Member who has moved a tabled motion may speak to any 

amendment to the motion and also reply. 
 
 
Motion for adjournment of debate 
3.27 (1) A Member who has not spoken on the motion before Tynwald may 

move or second the adjournment of the debate, and shall remain 
entitled to speak on the tabled motion. 

 
 (2) When a motion is made for the adjournment of the debate, the 

discussion shall be confined to that motion and no Member in speaking 
thereto shall speak for more than five minutes. 

 
 (3) On resuming an adjourned debate, the Member who moved its 

adjournment, shall be entitled to precedence in participating in the 
adjourned debate. 

 
 
New Motions 
3.28  A Member who has spoken to a motion may speak again when a 

procedural motion has been proposed.  
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6. Maintenance of Order 
 
 
Presiding Officers 
3.29 (1) The Queen, the Governor or any person authorised by the Sovereign 

by Letters Patent shall preside at the sitting referred to in Standing 
Order 1.1(1)(a)  

  (Constitution Act, 1990, s.1). 
 
 (2) The President shall preside and maintain order at all other sittings. 
 
 
Use of Queen's name, offensive words etc 
3.30 (1) No Member may use the name of the Sovereign or the Governor 

irreverently or for the purpose of influencing Tynwald in its 
deliberations. 

 
 (2) No Member may use offensive words against Tynwald or either 

Branch, or in reference to any person. 
 
Irrelevance, repetition 
3.31  In case of continued irrelevance or tedious repetition on the part of a 

Member, the President may caution the Member and, in the event of 
such caution being disregarded, the President may direct the Member 
to discontinue speaking. 

 
 
Objections to words used in debate 
3.32 (1) An objection to words used in debate must be taken at the time the 

words are used. 
 
 (2) Any Member who uses objectionable words, and does not explain or 

retract them or offer apologies for the use thereof to the satisfaction of 
the President when required to do so, shall be censured by the 
President, who may suspend the Member from the remainder of that 
day‘s sitting. 

 
 
Offences against Standing Orders 
3.33 (1) Should a Member abuse Standing Orders by - 
 

(a) persistently and willfully obstructing the business of Tynwald; or 
 
  (b) disorderly conduct; or 
 
  (c) persistent interruption; or 
 
  (d) disregarding the authority of the Chair 
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  The President may, after formal warning, order the Member to 

withdraw immediately from Tynwald for the remainder of that day's 
sitting. 

 
 (2) If the President considers the powers under paragraph (1) inadequate - 
 
  (a) the President may name the Member, whereupon 
 
  (b) the Speaker of the House of Keys shall move ―That ....... be 

suspended from the service of Tynwald‖ and 
 
  (c) the President shall forthwith put such motion, no amendment, 

adjournment or debate being allowed. 
 
 (3) The suspension of a Member shall - 
 
  (a) on the first occasion, be for the remainder of the sittings during 

that month;  and 
 
  (b) on any subsequent occasion, continue until Tynwald resolves that 

it be terminated. 
 
 (4) A suspension under paragraph (3) shall not extend to sittings of the 

Member‘s Branch nor meetings of the Committees of that Branch. 
 
 (5) A Member who has been asked to withdraw or who has been 

suspended from the service of Tynwald shall forthwith withdraw from 
the precincts of Tynwald. 

 
 (6) Nothing in this Standing Order shall deprive Tynwald of any other 

power of proceeding against a Member. 
 
 
Grave disorder 
3.34  In the case of grave disorder arising in Tynwald, the President may 
 
  (a) adjourn Tynwald without motion, or  
 
  (b) suspend the sitting to a specified time.  
 
 
Strangers 
3.35 (1) Strangers may be present in the Chamber in the places set apart for 

them under such rules as the President may make for that purpose. 
 
 (2) If at a sitting, other than on Tynwald Day, a Member wishes the Court 

to sit in private the President shall forthwith put to Tynwald (no 
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amendment or debate being allowed), ―That Strangers be ordered to 
withdraw‖ and, if it be carried, Strangers shall be excluded from 
Tynwald. 

 
 (3) The President may also order the withdrawal of Strangers from any 

part of the Chamber. 
 
 
Messengers  
3.36  The Messengers of Tynwald shall take such steps as may be necessary 

to execute such orders as they receive from the President for the 
enforcement of Standing Orders. 

 
 
Official Record of Proceedings 
3.37 (1) The Clerk of Tynwald shall be responsible for ensuring that an audio    

recording of all proceedings of the Court is made, and that such 
recording is transcribed and published. 

 
 (2) Unless otherwise determined by a quorum of each Branch, no such 

recording shall be made in any case in which a motion under Standing 
Order 3.35(2) - Exclusion of Strangers - has been carried. 

 
 (3) Subject to paragraph (2) above, if it is impossible for a recording 

pursuant to paragraph (1) above to be made of any proceedings, the 
Clerk of Tynwald shall at once draw that circumstance to the attention 
of the President, who shall adjourn the Court to such time as recording 
can commence. 

 
 (Added May 2003) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

27 

IV : THE BRANCHES 
 

1. Messages 
 
 
Delivery of messages 
4.1  A message may be delivered by one Branch to the other in writing and 

shall be communicated by the Secretary of the Keys or the Clerk of the 
Council as the case may be. 

 
 
Reasons may be communicated by message 
4.2 (1) When the Keys disagree to any amendments made by the Council or 

insist upon any amendments to which the Council have disagreed, the 
Council shall receive the reasons of the Keys for disagreeing or 
insisting (as the case may be) by message, without a conference, unless 
the Keys request to do so at a conference. 

 
 (2) When the Council disagrees to any amendments in a Bill made by the 

Keys or insists upon any amendments to which the Keys have 
disagreed, the Keys shall receive the reasons of the Council for 
disagreeing or insisting (as the case may be) by message, without a 
conference, unless the Council requests to do so at a conference.   

 
 

2.  Conferences 
 
 
Request for conference 
4.3 (1) When a Branch desires a conference, it shall send a message to the 

other Branch and shall state the subject matter of the conference. 
  
 (2) With respect to a Bill, a conference may be asked for only by that 

Branch which, at the time the conference is demanded, is in possession 
of the Bill. 

 
 
Arrangements for conference 
4.4 (1) When a conference is agreed to, such agreement shall be 

communicated by message. 
 
 (2) A conference shall consist of three members of each Branch, the time 

and place to be appointed by the President, at which the President, in 
his capacity as President of Tynwald, shall preside.  

 
  (Amended July 2006) 
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 (3) All conferences shall be held in private, no strangers being admitted. 
 
 
Result after a conference communicated by a message 
4.5 (1) The deputations representing each Branch at a conference shall report 

the result of the conference to their Branch. 
 
 (2) If a Branch agrees to the proposals of the conference, it shall inform the 

other Branch by message; and if it does not agree, it shall signify the 
same either by message or by asking for a further conference. 

 
 

3.  Separate Sittings 
 
 
Branches may retire to their own Chambers for discussion of a matter 
4.6 (1) At any time in Tynwald any Member may move that the Member‘s 

Branch retire to its own Chamber for a purpose to be then stated and 
such motion shall, if seconded by a member of the movers' Branch, be 
forthwith put to that Branch by its presiding officer, no debate or 
amendment being allowed and if the majority of the members of the 
Branch concerned then present vote in its favour the Branch shall 
forthwith retire to its own Chamber. 

 
 (2) When a Branch has retired to its own Chamber in accordance with this 

Standing Order, the other Branch may also do so and the sitting of 
Tynwald shall not resume until the deliberations of both Branches have 
been completed. 

 
 

4.  Joint Committees 
 
 
Appointment of Joint Committee 
4.7 (1) A Bill may be committed or any other matter may be referred to a Joint 

Committee by the consent of both Branches. 
 
 (2) When a Branch desires to commit a Bill or refer a matter to a Joint 

Committee, it may pass a resolution to that effect and send a message 
to the other Branch, informing it of the resolution and requesting its 
concurrence. 

 
 (3) If the other Branch gives it concurrence, the Joint Committee shall be 

appointed and such powers as may be considered necessary shall be 
conferred. 
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 (4) Unless otherwise agreed, the quorum of the Joint Committee shall be 

the majority of the members of each Branch serving on the Committee. 
 
 (5) The time and place of the first meeting of a Joint Committee shall be 

fixed by the Clerk of the Branch which first proposed the establishment 
of the Joint Committee. 

 
 (6) All meetings of a Joint Committee shall be attended by the Clerk of the 

Branch which first proposed the establishment of the Joint Committee, 
or an officer nominated by the Clerk. 

 
 (7) The Chairman of a Joint Committee shall report any vacancy in the 

number of the Committee to the presiding officer of the Branch in 
whose representation the vacancy has arisen. 

 
 
Procedure of a Joint Committee 
4.8 (1) Unless otherwise agreed, Standing Orders 5.9(2), 5.10, 5.11, 5.13, 

5.14(2), 5.17(1), (2), (3) and (5) and 5.18(2) shall apply to the procedure 
of a Joint Committee. 

 
 (2) A Joint Committee shall report to the Branches. 
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V:  COMMITTEES ETC. 
 

1. General 
 
 
Members bound to serve on Committees 
5.1 (1) Members shall be bound to serve on committees established by 

Tynwald and on Joint Committees constituted by the Branches, to 
which they have been appointed or elected. 

 
 (2) The President shall not be eligible for membership of any committee of 

the Court, except the Tynwald Management Committee, the Tynwald 
Ceremony Arrangements Committee (of which the President shall be 
chairman ex officio) the Tynwald Honours Committee and the Tynwald 
Members‘ Pension Scheme Management Committee. 

 
  (Words added May 2003) 
 
 

2. Elections 
 
 
Election under Statute 
5.2  No person who is not a Member may be nominated for election by 

Tynwald to any body unless the Member nominating has ascertained 
that that person is willing to serve. 

 
 
Procedure 
5.3 (1) The procedure set out in this Standing Order shall be observed in any 

election by Tynwald in which a successful candidate requires the 
majority of the votes of Members present and voting and in the 
election of Members to a committee of Tynwald.  

 
  (Words added March 1997) 
 
 (2) Every Member shall be supplied with a printed voting paper in 

accordance with Form 4. 
 
 (3) Candidates for election shall be proposed and seconded.  After the 

President has announced that nominations are closed the Clerk of 
Tynwald shall, on the direction of the President, read out the list of 
candidates in the order in which they appear in the voting paper. 

 



 

32 

 (4) If the number of candidates does not exceed the number of vacancies 
the President shall declare the candidates elected. 

 
 (5) If the number of candidates exceeds the number of vacancies the 

President shall submit the names of the candidates to be voted on by 
the Council and Keys together as one body and by ballot. 

 
 (6) Each Member shall, at each stage of an election, vote for as many 

candidates as there are vacancies to be filled and a voting paper which 
contains a greater or lesser number of votes shall be considered as 
invalid. 

 
  (Amended March 1997) 
 
 (7) One member of the Council nominated by the President and one 

member of the Keys nominated by the Speaker shall conduct the count 
in the Legislative Council Chamber with the assistance of the Clerk of 
the Council. 

 
 (8) The President shall declare elected the candidates who have the 

majority of the votes of the Members present and voting. 
 
 (9) If after a vote at any stage of an election vacancies remain, the Court 

shall vote again on the remaining unelected candidates. 
 
 (10) If after a vote at any stage of an election where there are at least three 

candidates, no candidate is declared elected - 
 
  (a) the candidate receiving the fewest votes shall be omitted from the 

list of candidates and the Court shall proceed to vote again; 
 
  (b) where two or more candidates each receive the fewest votes or all 

candidates receive an equal number of votes, the Court shall 
proceed to vote again on those candidates and the candidate 
receiving the fewest votes in that ballot shall be omitted from the 
list of candidates; 

 
  (c) if in a ballot under paragraph (b) two or more candidates each 

receive the fewest votes or all candidates receive an equal number 
of votes, the procedure set out in paragraph (b) shall be repeated;  
and 

 
  (d) if in a ballot under paragraph (c) two or more candidates each 

receive the fewest votes or all candidates receive an equal number 
of votes one of them shall be eliminated by a lot drawn by the 
President. 
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 (Substituted June 1996) 
 
 (11) If after a vote on two candidates, neither candidate is elected the Court 

shall vote once again on those candidates. 
 
  ( Substituted June 1996. Amended March 1997) 
 
 (12) Where paragraph (11) has been applied and neither candidate is 

elected, the President shall call for fresh nominations. 
 
  ( Substituted June 1996. Amended March 1997)  
 
 (13) At each stage of an election the President shall read out the number of 

votes recorded for each candidate. 
 
5.4  In Standing Order 5.3, ―voting‖ includes submitting an invalid voting 

paper. 
 
  (Added October 2002)[Previously deleted March 1997] 
 
 
Person elected to Committee ceasing to be member of Branch of Tynwald of 
which he was Member at time of election 
5.5  If a Member ceases to be a member of the Branch of which that 

Member was a member at the time of election to a committee, that 
Member‘s membership of that committee shall thereupon become 
vacated but that Member 

 
  (a) shall continue to serve on the committee until a successor shall be 

elected, and 
 
  (b) shall be eligible to be re-elected as a member of the committee if 

otherwise qualified.                 
 
 

3. Standing Committees 
 
Standing Committees 
5.6 (1) The Standing Committees of the Court shall be: 
  - the Constitutional Matters Committee 
  - the Ecclesiastical Committee 
  - the Economic Initiatives Committee 
  - the Public Accounts Committee 
  - the Scrutiny Committee 
  - the Standards and Members‘ Interests Committee 
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  - the Standing Orders Committee 
  - the Tynwald Ceremony Arrangements Committee 
  - the Tynwald Honours Committee. 
 
 (2) The detailed provisions governing the remit, functions, membership 

and powers of each Standing Committee are as set out in the Schedule. 
 
(Substituted October 2006)[Previously (1) substituted May 2003. Deleted October 2006] 
 
 
Member of Council of Ministers may not be a member of certain Standing 
Committees 
5.7   No member of the Council of Ministers shall be a member of a 

Standing Committee which has as its function, or one of its functions, 
the scrutiny of any aspect of government. 

 
(Substituted October 2006)[Previously (3) substituted May 2003. Deleted October 2006] 
 
 
Standards and Membersõ Interests  
5.8 
[Added May 2003. (3) Substituted December 2004. (3A) Added February 2005 see Tynwald 
Resolution 16/2/05. Deleted October 2006] 
 
 
Application of Standing Orders 
5.8   Standing Orders 5.9 to 5.18 shall apply to a Standing Committee.  
 
(Added October 2006) 
 
 
Application of Standing Orders 
5.8A 
[Previously 5.8, re-numbered May 2003. Deleted October 2006] 
 
 

4. Select Committees 
 
 
Effect of instructions 
5.9 (1) Tynwald may by resolution amend the terms of reference of a Select 

Committee. 
 
 (2) No order of reference or instruction to a Select Committee shall confer 

upon that Committee any power which has been devolved by statute 
upon a statutory body. 
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Evidence etc 
5.10 (1) A Select Committee empowered in terms of section 3 of the Tynwald 

Proceedings Act 1876 shall have power to take evidence and summon 
the attendance of witnesses for the purpose of assisting the Committee 
in the consideration of its terms of reference. 

 
 (2) In such case - 
 
  (a) witnesses may be summoned and the production of papers, 

documents, or records receivable or produceable in evidence and 
pertinent to the matter of inquiry may be required on a written 
appointment as to time and place by order of the Chairman of the 
Committee; 

 
  (b) the attendance of witnesses and the production of papers, 

documents or records may be enforced in like manner as in the 
case of witnesses or persons summoned to appear personally or 
to produce documents before a Court of Justice. 

   (Tynwald Proceedings Act 1876, s. 3) 
 
 (3) Unless the Committee shall determine otherwise oral evidence taken 

by a Committee shall be taken in public and recorded. 
 
 (4) A Select Committee appointed to investigate a Petition for Redress of 

Grievance presented at St John‘s shall, unless satisfied that there are 
exceptional reasons for not doing so, hear evidence from the petitioner 
in public, and such evidence shall be recorded, transcribed and 
published. 

 
  (Added May 2003) 
 
 
Sub-Committees 
5.11  A Select Committee shall have power to appoint sub-committees and 

to refer thereto any matter referred to the Committee but no sub-
committee shall report to Tynwald. 

 
 
Convening meetings of Committees 
5.12  If a Select Committee does not meet within seven days after its 

appointment, it shall be convened by the Clerk of Tynwald. 
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Chairman of Committee 
5.13 (1) A Select Committee shall appoint a Chairman at its first meeting and, 

in case of a vacancy, at any subsequent meeting.   
 
 (2) If the Chairman is not present at any meeting, the Committee shall 

appoint a Chairman for that meeting. 
 
 
Quorum 
5.14 (1) Unless Tynwald otherwise resolves, the majority of Members of the 

Committee shall be the quorum. 
 
 (2) If at any time during the sitting of a Select Committee, a quorum is not 

present, the Chairman shall suspend the proceedings of the Committee 
until a quorum is present or adjourn the Committee to a future day. 

 
 
Vacancies 
5.15 (1) The Chairman of a Select Committee shall report any vacancy in the 

number of the committee to the President, who shall announce such 
vacancy to Tynwald. 

 
 (2) If it be decided to fill the vacancy, the selection of a member shall be 

made in the same manner as in the case of the original appointment of 
the Committee. 

 
 
Alterations in members of a Select Committee 
5.16  Tynwald may increase or diminish the number of members of a Select 

Committee at any time after the first selection or may discharge 
members from attending such Committee and appoint others in their 
place. 

 
 
Proceedings in Committee 
5.17 (1) A Select Committee may exclude strangers and shall do so when 

deliberating. 
 
 (2) A Select Committee may adjourn from time to time and from place to 

place. 
 
 (3) In case of an equality of votes the Chairman of a Select Committee shall 

have a casting vote. 
 
 (4) All meetings of a Select Committee shall be attended by the Clerk of 

Tynwald, or an officer nominated by the Clerk. 
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 (5) A Select Committee may appoint a specialist adviser. 
 
 
Reports 
5.18 (1) A Select Committee shall report to Tynwald. 
 
 (2) A member of a Select Committee may append to a report a 

memorandum setting out reasons for dissent or qualification.  
 
 (3) The report of a Select Committee shall be laid before Tynwald. 
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VI:  PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
 

1.  General 
 
 
Petitions and memorials 
6.1  Every petition or memorial shall be printed or typewritten and shall, 

save as otherwise provided -  
 
 (1) be headed ―In Tynwald‖ and addressed ―To the Honourable Members 

of Tynwald Court‖. 
 
 (2) be in English or, if accompanied by an English translation certified by 

the petitioner, in Manx; 
 
 (3) set out the name and address of the petitioner or  memorialist; 
 
 (4) be respectful, decorous and temperate; 
 
 (5) contain no reference to any debate in Tynwald or a Branch, nor to any 

Bill, nor to any intended motion unless notice of such motion stands 
upon the Order Paper of Tynwald; 

 
 (6) contain no application for any sum relating to public service, or for 

compounding any debts due to the Crown, or for the remission of 
duties payable by any person; 

 
 (7) contain no erasure or alteration unless the same is specially referred to 

after the prayer and before any signatures; 
 
 (8) contain a prayer; 
 
 (9) be signed by the petitioner or memorialist or an advocate (or, in the 

case of a corporation aggregate, be executed in any manner authorised 
by the Companies Acts 1931 to 2004) on the page on which the prayer 
appears, the prayer being repeated on each page which bears 
signatures; 

   
  (Amended December 2004) 
 
 (10) be forwarded to the Clerk of Tynwald in duplicate - 
 
  (a) in the case of a public petition and of a private petition not less 

than 14 days, and 
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  (b) in the case of a memorial, except for good and sufficient cause 

shown, not less than three days  
 
  before the day appointed for the sitting of Tynwald at which such 

petition or memorial is to be presented. 
 
 

2.  Public Petitions 
 
 
Presentation of public petitions 
6.2  A Member, who is not one of the petitioners, may present a public 

petition. 
 
 
Public Petitions not to be debated 
6.3 (1) In presenting a public petition a Member shall be confined to a 

statement of the persons from whom it comes, of the number of 
signatures which are attached to it and to the reading of the petition 
and prayer. 

 
 (2) When a public petition is presented no debate shall be allowed.  
 
 
Printing Public Petitions 
6.4  On the presentation of a public petition a motion may be made that it 

be printed with the minutes; the motion shall be put, without any 
amendment or debate.  

 
 

3.  Petitions for Redress 
 
 
Petition may be presented on Tynwald Day 
6.5  A Petition for Redress may be presented at Tynwald only when 

assembled at St John's. 
 
 
Mode of presentation 
6.6 (1) A Petition for Redress may be presented at the foot of the Hill by the 

petitioner or a person authorised by the petitioner; such authorisation 
shall appear in the petition. 

 
  A Petition for Redress may also be presented on behalf of a petitioner 

by a Member. 
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 (2) A petitioner presenting a petition shall approach the Hill by the 

processional path. 
 
 (3) No Petition for Redress may be presented at the foot of the Hill by 

more than three persons. 
 
 
Petition to be handed to Governor 
6.7 (1) If presented by a petitioner a Petition for Redress shall be handed by 

the petitioner at the foot of the Hill to the Clerk of Tynwald who shall 
forthwith deliver the petition to the Governor.  

 
 (2) On delivery of the petition to the Governor, the petitioner shall return 

along the processional path. 
 
 (3) If presented by a Member, a Petition for Redress shall be handed 

forthwith by the Member to the Governor. 
 
 
Reference to Standing Orders Committee 
6.8 (1) The Governor shall, on receipt of a Petition for Redress refer the 

petition to the Standing Orders Committee. 
 
 (2) It shall be the duty of the Standing Orders Committee to examine 

every Petition for Redress to ascertain whether it is in order, and report 
to Tynwald. 

 
 
No reading of or address on petition on Hill 
6.9  A Petition for Redress shall not be read, nor shall any Member speak to 

it in Tynwald, until the Petition for Redress has appeared on the Order 
Paper. 

 
 
Requisites of Petitions 
6.10  Standing Order 6.1, except paragraphs (5) and (10), shall apply to a 

petition for redress. 
 
 
Contents of Petitions 
6.11  Every Petition for Redress must - 
 
  (a) relate to a matter of public interest;  
 
  (b) relate to a matter falling within the province of Tynwald;  
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  (c) not relate to any specific case which could be or has been 

adjudicated upon by the High Court or any tribunal or 
arbitration, or any formal officially recognised complaints 
procedure, unless the petition shows that in the particular 
circumstances it is not reasonable to expect the petitioner to 
resort, or to have resorted, to such remedy; 

 
   (Substituted December 2004) (Amended December 2007) 
 
  (d) contain no reference to any matter the substance of which has 

been determined by Tynwald in the current Session. 
 
   (Added October 2002) 
 
 
6.12  A Petition for Redress which is in order but which has not been the 

subject of a resolution for its investigation by a Select Committee of 
Tynwald within five years following the end of the month in which it 
has been presented on Tynwald Hill shall be deemed to have lapsed 
and shall cease to be before the Court (whether or not a general 
election to the House of Keys shall have taken place within that 
period). 

 
(Added October 2002. See Tynwald Resolution 17/10/02) 
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VII: PRIVATE BUSINESS 
 

1. Private Petitions 
 
 
Presentation of Private Petitions 
7.1 (1) A private petition may be presented by a public authority, a corporate 

body, a private association or an individual, in relation to local or 
private matters as to which the approval, ratification or sanction of 
Tynwald is required, or as to which a resolution of Tynwald is 
substituted for an Act. 

 
 (2) No private petition may be accepted which requests the reversal of any 

decision of a statutory body in exercise of its statutory powers. 
 
 
Examination by Clerk of Tynwald 
7.2 (1) Every private petition shall be examined by the Clerk of Tynwald, to 

ascertain whether it is in order and report to Tynwald the result of 
such examination. 

 
 (2) The petition shall not be heard until such Report has been received by 

Tynwald. 
 
 
Presentation at Bar 
7.3 (1) A private petition may be presented at the Bar by the petitioner or the 

petitioner‘s representative. 
 
 (2) The petitioner, or the petitioner‘s representative, shall be heard 

without special leave being given. 
 
 
Interested Parties 
7.4 (1) The Clerk of Tynwald shall, in the case of every private petition, direct 

what notice (if any) shall be given either by public advertisement or by 
service of a copy of the petition upon any person, body or association 
appearing to be interested in the subject matter of the petition. 

 
 (2) A person who has been served with a copy of the petition shall be 

entitled to appear or cause an appearance to be entered as of right. 
 
 (3) Any other person who claims to be interested in the subject matter of 

the petition and desires to be heard may present a memorial in 
accordance with Standing Order 8.2. 
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 (4) Tynwald may adjourn consideration of any private petition to enable a 

copy of the petition to be served upon any person. 
 
Approval of Bye-Laws made by Local Authority 
7.5  Where a local authority applies to Tynwald for the approval of bye-

laws made by the local authority, the petition of the local authority 
shall be forwarded to the Minister for Local Government and the 
Environment, who shall report on it to Tynwald. 

 
(Words deleted December 2007) 
 
 
Approval of Deeds Under Statute 
7.6 (1) Whenever by statute the consent or approval of Tynwald is required to 

any deed or agreement, the same shall be executed and duly completed 
before the presentation of the petition for such consent or approval. 

 
 (2) On such consent or approval being given, the deed or agreement shall, 

if not recorded, be recorded in the General Registry. 
 
 
A Deed May be Made Conditionally on Approval Being Given 
7.7  Any deed or instrument for which confirmation or approval by 

Tynwald is necessary, may contain a provision for rendering the same 
void, if such confirmation or approval is not given. 
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VIII : APPEARANCES 
 
 
Appearance as of Right 
8.1 (1) A person presenting a private petition, and a party on any matter who 

has been given personal notice in accordance with an order for hearing 
of a petition or with a direction of Tynwald, shall be entitled to appear 
in person or be represented as of right. 

 
 (2) Where any person who has the right by virtue of a public notice or any 

Act of Tynwald of appearing or being heard before Tynwald on any 
matter desires to exercise such right, that person shall give written 
notice to the Clerk of Tynwald not less than three days before the day 
appointed for the sitting of Tynwald at which such matter is to be 
considered. 

 
 
Memorials 
8.2 (1) Subject to this Standing Order, no one shall have the right to appear or 

be heard before Tynwald on any matter of a general public character.  
 
 (2) Any person, who claims an interest distinct from the interests of the 

general public which is adversely affected by any matter appearing on 
the Order Paper and that special reasons exist why that person should 
be heard on such matter, may present a memorial claiming to be heard. 

 
 (3) A memorial shall set out clearly the grounds upon which the 

memoralist claims an interest distinct from the interests of the general 
public is adversely affected and the special reasons why the 
memorialist should be heard. 

 
 (4) The President shall first give a ruling as to whether the memorialist is 

entitled under Standing Orders to present the memorial, and if such 
ruling is in the affirmative Tynwald shall decide whether the memorial 
shall be presented. 

 
 (5) If Tynwald decides that a memorial may be presented it may be 

presented at the Bar, without special leave being given, by the 
memorialist, an advocate or (in the case of a local authority) by its 
principal officer.  

 
 
Person Appearing May Appear in Subsequent Proceedings 
8.3  A person who has appeared to a motion or petition in Tynwald shall 

be entitled to appear in person or by an advocate in any subsequent 
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proceedings with respect to such motion or petition whether in 
Tynwald or before a Committee. 

 
Appearance in Subsequent Proceedings 
8.4  Unless previously excused by the President or the Chairman of the 

Committee, a person who has - 
 
  (a) appeared in Tynwald or before a Committee to any motion or 

petition, or  
 
  (b) been duly summoned or noticed to appear before Tynwald or 

such Committee,  
 
  shall be bound to attend to the subsequent proceedings under such 

motion or petition, or in relation to the subject matter thereof. 
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IX :  OFFICERS OF TYNWALD 
 
 

1. President of Tynwald 
 
 
President of Tynwald 
9.1 (1) The President and Deputy President shall be elected in accordance 

with the Constitution Act 1990 and, so far as applicable, Standing 
Order 5.3. 

 
 (2) The President, in addition to the powers and duties set out in these 

Standing Orders may exercise any other power necessary to the office. 
 
 (3) If any case shall arise for which provision is not made by these 

Standing Orders, the procedure shall be such as the President shall at 
the time determine. 

 
 (4) Any Member dissatisfied by a determination of the President may refer 

the principle of the issue involved to the Standing Orders Committee 
which shall report thereon to Tynwald. 

 
 

2. Clerk of Tynwald 
 
 
Appointment of Clerk of Tynwald 
9.2 (1) The Court shall appoint a Clerk of Tynwald, who shall hold office 

during pleasure of Tynwald. 
 
 (2) The Court shall determine the salary of the Clerk of Tynwald. 
 
 

3. Deputy Clerk of Tynwald 
 
 
9.3 (1) The Court shall appoint a Deputy Clerk of Tynwald who shall hold 

office during pleasure of Tynwald. 
 
 (2) The Court shall determine the salary of the Deputy Clerk of Tynwald. 
 
 (3) In the absence of the Clerk of Tynwald, the Deputy Clerk of Tynwald 

shall act. 
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 (4) In the absence of both the Clerk of Tynwald and the Deputy Clerk of 
Tynwald, the person appointed as Third Clerk of Tynwald, or such 
other person as the President shall designate, shall act. 

 
  (Substituted October 2002) 
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X :  MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 

1. Interest 
 
 
Circumstances in Which a Member Shall Not Vote 
10.1 (1) Subject to paragraph (2) where a matter in respect of which a Member 

has a direct pecuniary interest is before Tynwald or a committee, the 
Member shall not vote on the matter and shall withdraw before a vote 
is taken. 

 
 (2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply where the direct pecuniary interest of the 

Member is one which is held in common with the rest of the general 
public of the Isle of Man. 

 
 
Oral Declaration of an Interest 
10.2 (1) Whether or not the interest has been registered in the Register of 

Members' Interests, before participating in the consideration of a 
question before Tynwald or a committee, a Member shall first declare 
any relevant pecuniary interest or benefit, direct or indirect, which has 
accrued, or which the Member expects to accrue. 

 
  (Amended December 2004) 
 
 (2) Where a Member is nominated for election to a committee of the Court, 

and the Member believes that his or her circumstances are such that 
service on the committee would give rise to difficulties by reason of the 
Member‘s past or present connection with or interest in the persons or 
subjects to be considered by the Committee, the Member shall, if 
present, declare the existence and character of such circumstances in 
open Court before the ballot takes place. 

 
  (Added December 2004) 
 
 
Prohibition on Professional Advice and Representation 
10.3  No Member, or partner or associate of a Member, may professionally 

offer or give advice or represent any person on:  
 
  (a) a matter before Tynwald, or  
 
  (b) a procedure to be exercised or being contemplated, in respect of 

any such matter. 
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2.  Signing of Bills 
 
 
Bills to be passed by Each Branch before Being Signed 
10.4  No Bill shall be signed in Tynwald unless it has been passed, or 

deemed to have been passed, by both Branches. 
 
 
Amendment by Tynwald of a Bill which has been passed by the Branches 
10.5 (1) After a Bill has been passed, or deemed to have been passed, by both 

Branches, Tynwald may make amendments necessary to give effect to 
the Bill, and sign the Bill after such amendments have been made, 
without the necessity of submitting such amendments to the Branches 
for their approval. 

 
 (2) A motion under paragraph (1) shall set out the amendments proposed. 
 
 
Bills to be signed by a Quorum of Each Branch and the President 
10.6  Every Bill which is to be submitted for Royal Assent shall be signed by 

a quorum of each Branch, or be signed in accordance with section 1 of 
the Constitution Act 2006. 

(Substituted December 2004. Amended July 2008) 
 
 
Royal Assent 
10.7  A certificate stating that the Royal Assent was announced to Tynwald 

on  the day specified in the certificate shall be signed by the President 
and the Speaker and endorsed on or annexed to the Act.  

  (Interpretation Act 1976 s.10 (4)) 
 
 

3. Signing of Resolutions 
 
 
Resolutions Verified by Signature 
10.8  All Resolutions of Tynwald shall be signed by the President and the 

Speaker  
(Constitution Act, 1990, s.8). 
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4. Regulations Etc. Requiring the Approval of Tynwald 
 
 
Regulations Etc., to be Sent to Members Prior to Sitting of Tynwald 
10.9  Unless otherwise resolved by a quorum of each Branch no paper, other 

than one laid under SO 2.4A(4), shall be considered unless a copy of it 
has been sent to each Member at least 14 clear days before the sitting 
for which the relevant motion has been tabled and every paper laid at a 
sitting of the Court shall be circulated in advance likewise, unless the 
President with the consent of the Court otherwise directs. 

 
(Words added October 2002. Amended December 2004) 
 
 

5. Records of Proceedings 
 
 
Votes and Proceedings Etc. 
10.10 (1) The votes and proceedings of Tynwald shall be recorded by the Clerk 

of Tynwald. 
 
 (2) All resolutions and petitions to Tynwald and any other documents  

directed by Tynwald shall be filed in the General Registry.  
 
 

6. Accounts and Papers 
 
 
Laying of Papers  
10.11 (1) Papers may be ordered by the President to be laid before Tynwald by 

the Clerk of Tynwald.  
 
 (2) Papers may be laid before Tynwald in pursuance of - 
 
  (a) provisions of an Act or Acts of Tynwald or of Parliament, or 
 
  (b) an order of Tynwald, or 
 
  (c) an address to the Crown, or 
 
  (d) the command of the Crown or of the Governor, or 
 
  (e) the request of a Member, subject to the approval of the President 
 
 (3)  Sufficient copies of any paper to be laid before Tynwald shall be 

delivered to the Clerk of Tynwald for distribution to each Member. 
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 (4) Where a paper concerns the prerogatives of the Sovereign, the 

Governor may be requested by resolution to obtain the paper and 
command that it be laid before Tynwald. 

 
 
Printing of Papers 
10.12  Papers may be ordered to be printed by authority of Tynwald. 
 
 

7. Witnesses. 
 
 
Attendance of a Member to be examined 
10.13 (1) Where the attendance of a Member is desired for examination by 

Tynwald, the Member shall be ordered by the President to attend.  
 
 (2) If a Committee empowered to take evidence desires the attendance of a 

Member as a witness, the Chairman shall order the Member to attend. 
 
 (3) If a Member so ordered fails to attend, the Member may be summoned 

under order of the President. 
 
 
Attendance of Witnesses and Production of Documents, Etc 
10.14  Witnesses may be summoned to the Bar of Tynwald or before a 

Committee empowered to take evidence under the Tynwald 
Proceedings Act 1876. 

 
 
Witnesses May be Examined on Oath 
10.15  Tynwald, or a Committee empowered to take evidence, may examine 

witnesses on oath, and for that purpose the President or the Chairman 
of the Committee may administer an oath to such witnesses.  

  (Tynwald Proceedings Act 1876 s.4) 
 
 

8. Costs 
 
Power to Award Costs in Certain Cases 
10.16  In any case where, by statute, the Orders or proceedings of a 

Committee or of any other body are, on the application of any person 
who is aggrieved or interested, liable to be revised or rescinded by 
Tynwald, Tynwald may, in its discretion, award costs. 

  (See Tynwald Proceedings Act 1876 s.10) 
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9. Privilege and Contempt 
 
 
Privilege and Contempt 
10.17 (1) A Member who wishes to draw the attention of the President to a 

question affecting the privileges of Tynwald may – 
 
  (i) do so promptly in writing; or 
 
  (ii) where the question arises during a sitting, interrupt proceedings 

to do so. 
 
 (2) (i) Where a question concerning a Member is drawn to  the attention 

of the President under paragraph (1), the President shall - 
 
   (a) refer it to the appropriate Branch; and 
 
   (b) where it has been brought to the President‘s attention under 

paragraph 1(i), inform Tynwald sitting in public that it has 
been referred.  

 
  (ii) The presiding officer of the appropriate Branch shall report to 

Tynwald action taken by, or any recommendation of, the Branch 
on a reference under sub-paragraph (i). 

 
  (iii) This paragraph is without prejudice to Standing Orders 3.32 and 

3.33. 
 
 (3) (i) Where a question concerning a person, other than a Member, is 

drawn to the attention of the President under paragraph (2) 
the President shall refer it to the Standing Orders Committee. 

 
  (ii) Where a reference is made under sub-paragraph (i), the Standing 

Orders Committee shall - 
 
   (a) investigate and report on the question, with 

recommendations;  or 
 
   (b) recommend that the question be referred to an ad hoc 

Committee of Privileges appointed by Tynwald to do so.  
 
 (4) The President shall orally report a reference under paragraphs (2) or (3) 

to Tynwald. 
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 (5) Where a Branch or a Committee recommends under this Standing 
Order that action be taken by Tynwald, the President shall put the 
recommendation to the Court as a motion without debate or 
amendment.  

 
 (6) This Standing Order does not limit any power or privilege  

exercised or claimed by Tynwald, the Council or the Keys. 
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XI :  STANDING ORDERS 
 
 
Standing Orders to be printed 
11.1  These Standing Orders and amendments made to them shall be 

printed and a copy given to each Member, and to every new Member 
upon first sitting. 

 
 
Alteration of Standing Orders 
11.2  A motion to amend or revoke a Standing Order must be supported by 

a quorum of both Branches. 
 
 
Suspension of Standing Orders 
11.3  Tynwald may suspend any of the Standing Orders upon the motion of 

any Member supported by a vote of not less than 16 members of the 
Keys and six members of the Council. 

 
 
Interpretation of Terms 
11.4  In the construction of these Standing Orders, the following expressions 

shall have the meanings hereby assigned to them, unless the context 
otherwise requires:- 

 
  ―appropriate Branch‖ means - 
 
  (a) in the case of a question of privilege concerning a member of the 

Council, the Council;  and 
 
  (b) in the case of a question of privilege concerning a member of the 

Keys, the Keys. 
 
  ―Branch‖ means the Council or the Keys; 
 
  ―breach of privilege‖ includes - 
 
  (a) a contempt of Tynwald; 
 
  (b) any act or omission which obstructs or impedes Tynwald in the 

performance of its functions or which obstructs or impedes any 
Member or Officer of the Court in the discharge of that Member 
or Officer‘s duty, or which has a tendency, directly or indirectly, 
to produce such result;  and 

 
  (c) a breach of the oath of office as a member of a Branch. 
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  ―budget sitting‖ means a sitting of Tynwald at which the Isle of Man 

Budget is presented; 
 
  ―Chamber‖ meaning the whole of the room in which Tynwald is 

sitting; 
 
  ―Clerk of Tynwald‖ includes the Deputy Clerk of Tynwald or any 

person acting pursuant of Standing Order 9.3(4). 
 
  (Substituted October 2002) 
 
  ―Member‖ means a member of Tynwald; 
 
  ―motion‖ includes an amendment to a motion; 
 
  ―paper laid‖ in Standing Order 10.9 does not include any paper, chart, 

drawing or the like intended solely as background information relating 
to a motion to be considered at the sitting; 

 
  (Added October 2002) 
 
  ―petitioner‖ in Standing Orders 6.6 and 6.7, means the petitioner or a 

person duly authorised by the petitioner under Standing Order 6.6(1); 
 
  ―President‖ means the person presiding over a sitting of Tynwald; 
 
  ―President of the Council‖ means the President of Tynwald in capacity 

of President of the Council or the person presiding over a sitting of the 
Council in the absence of the President; 

 
  ―procedural motion‖ means a question raised under Standing Order 

2.6(a), (b) (c) or (d); 
 
  ―Quorum‖ means in the case of the Council a majority of the serving 

members of the Branch who are entitled to vote and in the case of the 
Keys 13 members;  

     
  (Substituted February 2010) [Previous definition, words added December 

2007] 
 
 
  ―Resolution‖ means any resolution, order, decision, vote or other 

proceeding of Tynwald, or of either Branch, not being an Act of 
Tynwald; 
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  ―session‖ means the period from and including the first day of October 
in any year to and including the thirtieth day of September in the next 
succeeding year; 

 
  ―sitting day‖ means any day, other than Tynwald Day, on which 

Tynwald sits; 
 
  ―Sovereign‖ means the Sovereign for the time being of the United 

Kingdom; 
 
  ―Stranger‖ means any person other than a Member or an Officer of 

Tynwald or a Branch; 
 
  ―sub judice‖ includes any civil case in which papers for the 

commencement of proceedings have been filed in the office of any 
court or tribunal, whether or not they have been served on or 
communicated to the other party or any criminal case where a person 
has been charged or summoned to appear at court. A case will remain 
sub judice until it is discontinued, or judgment has been or verdict and 
sentence have been delivered and until the time for appealing has 
expired; it will continue to be sub judice after papers for the 
commencement of any appeal have been lodged until judgment or 
discontinuance.  

 
  (Added December 2009) 
 
  ―tabled motion‖ means a question notice of which has been given in 

terms of  Standing Order 2.4 or Standing Order 2.8; 
 
  ―tabled question‖ means a question in terms of Standing Orders 3.3 to 

3.10 other than a question under Standing Order 3.5(4) or (5); 
 
  ―Tynwald Day‖ means the 5th July, or if such day be a Saturday or 

Sunday then the Monday next following (Statutory Time Act, 1883, s.2); 
 
  Other expressions which are defined in the Interpretation Act 1976 

shall have the same meanings in these Standing Orders as they would 
have if these Standing Orders were an Act of Tynwald. 

 
 
Short Title 
11.5  These Standing Orders may be cited as the Standing Orders of 

Tynwald 1995. 
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SCHEDULE 
 

(Added October 2006) 
 
 

The Standing Committees of Tynwald 
 
 1. Constitutional Matters Committee. 
 2. Ecclesiastical Committee. 
 3. Economic Initiatives Committee. 
 4. Public Accounts Committee. 
 5. Scrutiny Committee. 
 6. Standards and Membersõ Interests Committee. 
 7. Standing Orders Committee. 
 8. Tynwald Ceremony Arrangements Committee. 
 9. Tynwald Honours Committee. 
 
 
 
1. Constitu tional Matters Committee:  
 
1.1 There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court on Constitutional Matters 

which shall consider and report on: 
 
 (a)  the Council of Ministers‘ policy and approach to matters of 

constitutional importance, and 
 (b)  any treaties, international agreements etc. which have been referred to 

the Committee by a Member of Tynwald. 
 
1.2  The Committee shall be composed of five Members, who shall not be 

members of the Constitutional and External Relations Committee of the 
Council of Ministers. 

 
 
2. Ecclesiastical Committee:  
 
2.1  There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court on Ecclesiastical matters 

which shall discharge the functions prescribed for it by the Church 
Legislation Procedure Act 1993. 

 
2.2  The Committee shall be composed of three Members. 
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3. Economic Initiatives Committee:  
 
3.1  There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court on Economic Initiatives 

which shall:  
 
 a. monitor and consider economic, fiscal and monetary initiatives of the 

European Union, international agencies and states, and economic 
factors generally, which may affect the Isle of Man; and 

 
 b. consider items of EU legislation which have been approved (or which 

have been laid before Tynwald in draft form, prior to consideration by 
Tynwald) which have been referred by Members, or as the Committee 
sees fit, 

 
3.2  The Committee shall be composed of five Members. 
 
3.3  The Committee shall report, with or without recommendations, each July and 

at such other times as the Committee deems necessary. 
 
3.4  The Committee shall have power to take written and oral evidence pursuant 

to sections 3 and 4 of the Tynwald Proceedings Act 1876 as amended. 
 
 
4. Public Accounts Committee:  
 
4.1 There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court on Public Accounts. 
 
4.2 The Committee shall have - 
 
 (a) a Chairman elected by Tynwald, 
 (b) a Vice-Chairman elected by Tynwald, 
 (c) four other Members elected by Tynwald, and a quorum of three 

Members. 
 
4.3 Members of Tynwald shall not be eligible for membership of the Committee, 

if, for the time being, they hold any of the following offices: President of 
Tynwald, Speaker of the House of Keys, member of the Council of Ministers, 
member of the Treasury Department referred to in section 1(2)(b) of the 
Government Departments Act 1987. 

 
4.4 The Committee shall - 
 
 (a) (i) consider any papers on public expenditure and estimates 

presented to Tynwald as may seem fit to the Committee; 
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  (ii) examine the form of any papers on public expenditure and 
estimates presented to Tynwald as may seem fit to the 
Committee; 

  (iii) consider any financial matter relating to a Government 
Department or Statutory Body as may seem fit to the Committee; 

  (iv) consider such matters as the Committee may think fit in order to 
scrutinise the efficiency and effectiveness of the implementation 
of Government policy; and  

  (v) lay an Annual Report before Tynwald at each December sitting 
and any other reports as the Committee may think fit. 

 
 (b) be authorised in terms of sections 3 and 4 of the Tynwald Proceedings 

Act 1876 as amended and the Standing Orders to take evidence and summon 
the attendance of witnesses and further to require the attendance of Ministers 
for the purpose of assisting the Committee in the consideration of its terms of 
reference. 

 
4.5 The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and any member of the Committee shall not 

sit when the accounts of any body of which that person is a member are being 
considered. 

 
 
5. Scrutiny Committee:  
 
5.1 There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court on Scrutiny. 
 
5.2 The Committee shall be composed of five Members. 
 
5.3 The Committee shall –  
 
 (a) consider –  
 
  (i) items of approved or rejected secondary legislation which have 

been referred by Members; and 
  (ii) other items of secondary legislation as the Committee sees fit; and 

report to Tynwald as and when the Committee sees fit. 
 
 (b) (i) examine the Annual Tynwald Policy Decisions Report and 

consider whether the action taken has adequately responded to 
Tynwald resolutions,  

  (ii) consider whether any of the Tynwald Resolutions which have not 
been fully implemented are appropriate for removal from the list; 
and 

  (iii) lay an Annual Report before Tynwald, with recommendations for 
action where appropriate. 
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 (c) be authorised in terms of sections 3 and 4 of the Tynwald Proceedings 
Act 1876 as amended and of Standing Orders to take evidence and 
summon the attendance of witnesses and further to require the 
attendance of Ministers for the purpose of assisting the Committee in 
the consideration of its terms of reference. 

 
5.4 A Member of the Committee shall not sit when an item is being considered, in 

respect of which - 
 
 (a) the Member could be perceived as having a personal interest; and/or 
 (b) the Member is a member of the Department with responsibility for that 

item, or was a member of that Department at the relevant time.  
 
5.5 In paragraph 5.3, ‗secondary legislation‘ includes Orders made by Her 

Majesty‘s Privy Council extending to the Isle of Man the provisions of an Act 
of Parliament or of any Order, Rules or Regulations made thereunder.  

 
 (Added July 2008) 
 
 
6. Standards and Membersõ Interests Committee: 
 
6.1 There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court on Standards and 

Members‘ Interests. 
 
6.2  The Committee shall be chaired by the Speaker of the House of Keys, and 

composed of the Members of the Management and Members‘ Standards 
Committee of the Keys, and two Members of the Council elected by that 
Branch. 

 
6.3  The Committee shall consider and report upon any matter that may from 

time to time be referred to the Committee by the Court, or by a Member, 
which relates to the conduct of a Member, with powers to take written and 
oral evidence pursuant to sections 3 and 4 of the Tynwald Proceedings Act 
1876 as amended. 

 
6.4 No matter shall be considered under paragraph 3 above which concerns 

words used in proceedings in Tynwald, or the meaning or implication of such 
words unless - 

 
 (i)  immediate objection to them has been taken under Standing Order 

3.32(1) by the Member about whom the words have been used,  and 
 (ii) the President, after receiving a request from that Member, has decided 

in all the circumstances that it is appropriate exceptionally to bring the 
matter to the Committee‘s attention, or 
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 (iii) the President, after receiving a request from that Member who was 
absent from the Chamber when the words in question were used and 
who could not have taken objection to them under Standing Order 
3.32(1), has decided in all the circumstances that it is appropriate 
exceptionally to bring the matter to the Committee‘s attention. 

 
6.5 The Committee shall also consider and report on such standards and such 

privileges of the Court and of Members as have been, or in the future should 
be, recognised as necessary and desirable for the proper and effective 
discharge of the duties of the Court of Tynwald and its Members. 

 
6.6 The Registrar of Members‘ Interests shall maintain a Register, to be known as 

the Register of Members‘ Interests. 
 
6.7 The Committee shall from time to time, and subject to the approval of 

Tynwald, establish rules for the Register of Members‘ Interests, specifying the 
type of interests which must be registered, the manner in which the Register 
is to be kept, the time limits within which a Member must notify changes to it 
and the circumstances in which it is to be open to inspection by the public. 

 
6.8 The Clerk of Tynwald shall be the Registrar of Members‘ Interests and shall 

be responsible to the Committee for maintaining the Register and for giving 
effect to the rules referred to in paragraph (7) above. 

 
 
7. Standing Orders Committee: 
 
7.1 There shall be a Standing Orders Committee of the Court to carry out the 

duties imposed upon it by Standing Orders 6.8 and 9.1, and to make 
recommendations to the Court for the revision of Standing Orders. 

 
7.2 The Committee shall be composed of the Speaker of the House of Keys, who 

shall be the chairman, two Members of the Keys and two Members of the 
Council. 

 
 
8. Tynwald Ceremony Arrangements Committee: 
 
8.1 There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court to consider and determine 

the arrangements to be made for the midsummer sitting of Tynwald at St 
John‘s and matters related thereto. 

 
8.2 The Committee shall be composed of the President, who shall be the 

chairman, the Speaker of the House of Keys, the Chief Minister and the 
Minister for Local Government and the Environment. 
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9. Tynwald Honours Committee:  
 
9.1 There shall be a Standing Committee of the Court to consider nominations of 

deceased persons for inclusion in the Manx Patriots‘ Roll of Honour and to 
recommend to Tynwald the award of honours by the Court to living persons.  

 
9.2 The Committee shall be composed of the President, who shall be the 

chairman, the Speaker of the House of Keys and three Members. 
 
9.3 The Committee shall report to Tynwald at least once during the life of each 

House of Keys, but not necessarily to make a recommendation. 
 
9.4 Any recommendation made by the Tynwald Honours Committee shall be 

subject to the approval of a majority of the whole of Tynwald sitting in public 
and voting as one body. 

 
9.5 The Committee shall be responsible for the erection and ongoing maintenance 

of the Manx Patriots‘ Roll of Honour which shall be maintained in a 
prominent position in the public part of the Precincts of Tynwald. 

 
9.6 A plaque shall be placed in a prominent position at a site in the Island 

appropriate to the person admitted to the Roll and the Committee may 
consider presenting a suitable memento to the family of the person 
concerned. 
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APPENDIX 
 
 
 

FORMS 
 



 

 

FORM 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Adjournment of Tynwald (SO 1.3(3)) 
 
 

In exercise of the power conferred upon me by the Tynwald Courts Adjournments Act 

1919, I authorise you to attend at ..................................... on .................................................. 

at .............................. o‘clock and to adjourn the sitting of Tynwald convoked for that 

place and time to .................................... on .................................................. at o‘clock 

.............................................. 

 

 

 

President of Tynwald 

 

To: 

 
 
  



 

 

FORM 2 

 
 

 
 
 

NOTICE OF MOTION (SO 2.4(1)) 
 
 

FOR THE ....................................................................... SITTING OF TYNWALD 
 (month) 

 

NAME ............................................................................................................................ 

 
CAPACITY .................................................................................................................... 
   (Insert Minister for - , Chairman of -, member of the Council - , member of - , etc as appropriate) 

 

TO MOVE .................................................................................................................. 
 

 

 

 

 

Signed .....................................................               Date ........................................................ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

FOR OFFICE USE 
 

Received  Examined     Number   



 

 

 

NOTICE OF QUESTION (SO 2.4(3)) 

 

FOR ANSWER AT THE ............................................. SITTING OF TYNWALD 
(month) 

FOR ORAL  ANSWER  FOR WRITTEN ANSWER   

(Tick appropriate box) 

 

NAME ............................................................................................................................ 

 
HON MEMBER OF/FOR ........................................................................................... 
 (Insert constituency or “the Council” as appropriate) 

 

TO ASK ......................................................................................................................... 
 (Title of Minister or Member) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed .....................................................               Date ........................................................ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

FOR OFFICE USE 
 

Received  Examined     Number   



 

 

FORM 4 
 
 

 

VOTING PAPER 
 

(1)  NOMINATIONS (2)  NAMES (3)  VOTES 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES: (1) This column may be used by the Member who is voting for making 
a mark opposite the names of persons who are candidates. 

 
(2) This column shall contain (a) the names of the members of the 

Council, (b) the names of the members of the Keys (inserted in 
alphabetical order) and (c) blank lines in which may be inserted the 
names of persons who are candidates and who are not members of 
the Council or members of the Keys. 

 
(3) In this column each Member who is voting shall place a X opposite 

the name of each candidate for whom he desires to vote. 
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- translations called for terms in Manx Gaelic or other languages 
  

 
 
 
6.1(2) 
3.23(5) 
3.23(5) 

EVIDENCE ETC. 
 
- attendance of a Member to be examined 
- attendance of witnesses and production of documents, etc 
- witnesses may be examined under oath  
 

5.10, 10.13-10.15 
 
10.13 
10.14 
10.15 
 

EXAMINATION OF PRIVATE PETITIONS 7.2 
 

EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES ON OATH 10.15 
 

FINANCIAL INTEREST OF MEMBERS  
–see also INTEREST-MEMBERS‘ 
 
 
- circumstances in which a Member shall not vote 
- oral declaration of an interest 
 

10.1 – 10.2, 
Schedule paras 6.6-
6.8,  
Rules (see Annex) 
10.1 
10.2 

FORMAL WARNING OF MEMBERS 3.33(1) 
 

FORMS  
  
- Form 1 Adjournment of Tynwald 
- Form 2 Notice of Motion 
- Form 3 Notice of Question 
- Form 4 Voting Paper 
 

Appendix 
 
1.3 
2.4 
2.4 
5.3 
 

GAELIC -see MANX GAELIC  
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

xiii 
 

GALLERIES AND PRECINCTS, RULES FOR ADMISSION TO   
   THE PUBLIC AND PRESS  
 
-see also STRANGERS 
 

Annex 

GENERAL REGISTRY 
 
- resolutions, petitions and other documents to be filed in 
- to record deed under statute 
 

 
 
10.10 
7.6(2) 

GOVERNOR 
 
- duties on Tynwald Day 
- may command papers to be laid,  
- paper concerning prerogatives of Sovereign, may be requested  
   to obtain and command it to be laid before Tynwald 
- irreverent use of name 
- petitions for redress to be handed to 
- presides on Tynwald Day 
 

 
 
2.1 
10.11(2)(d) 
 
10.11(4) 
3.30(1) 
6.7, 6.8 
3.29(1)  
 

GRAVE DISORDER 3.34 
 

GRIEVANCE - PETITIONS FOR REDRESS OF – 
- see PETITIONS FOR REDRESS 
 

 
 
 

‗HANSARD‘-see OFFICIAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

 

HONOUR, MANX PATRIOTS‘ ROLL OF Schedule paras.9.1-
9.6 
 

HONOURS COMMITTEE, TYNWALD 5.6 & Schedule 
paras.9.1-9.6 
 

HOUSE OF KEYS – see BRANCHES 
 

 
 

IMPUTATIONS - see OFFENSIVE WORDS 
 

 

INTEREST – MEMBERS‘ 
 
- Member who is legal practitioner, any partner or associate,  
   may not professionally give advice or represent any person on  
   a matter before Tynwald  
- Oral declaration of an interest 
- Pecuniary interest 

X 1.Interest 
 
 
 
10.3 
10.2 
10.1 



 

xiv 
 

- Register of Members‘ Interests, Rules 
- Standards and Members‘ Interests Committee 
 
 

Annex 
Schedule paras.6.1-
6.8 
 

INTERESTS COMMITTEE, STANDARDS AND 5.6 & Schedule 
paras.6.1-6.8 
 

INTERESTED PARTIES - PRIVATE PETITIONS 7.4 
 

INTERPRETATION OF TERMS 
 
- Interpretation Act 1976 
 

11.4 
 
11.4 

INTERRUPTION OF BUSINESS 
 

2.6 
 

INVALID VOTING PAPER 
 

5.4 
 

IRRELEVANCE 
 
- continued irrelevance or tedious repetition 
 

 
 
3.31 
 

IRREVERENT USE OF NAME OF SOVEREIGN OR 
GOVERNOR  
- see also OFFENSIVE WORDS 
 

 
3.30(1) 
 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
 
- appointment 
- procedure 
- quorum 
 

 
 
4.7 
4.8 
4.7(4) 
 

JOINT VOTE 3.19 
 

KEYS - see BRANCHES  
 

LAYING OF PAPERS 10.11 
 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE OF MEMBERS 3.1 
 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - see BRANCHES  
 

 
 

LETTERS PATENT 3.29(1) 
 

  



 

xv 
 

LIBRARY - see TYNWALD LIBRARY 
 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR - see GOVERNOR 
 

 

LOCAL AUTHORITY PETITION FOR APPROVAL OF BYE-
LAWS 

 
7.5 
 

LORD BISHOP 
 
- to read prayers 
 

 
 
3.2 
 

MAINTENANCE OF ORDER 
 
- grave disorder 
- irrelevance, repetition 
- Messengers 
- objections to words used 
- offences against Standing Orders 
- Official Record of proceedings 
- Presiding Officers 
- Strangers 
- use of Queen‘s name, offensive words etc. 
 

3.29 – 3.37 
 
3.34 
3.31 
3.36 
3.32 
3.33 
3.37 
3.29, 11.4 
3.35 
3.30 

MANX GAELIC 3.23(5), 6.1(2) 
 

MANX PATRIOTS‘ ROLL OF HONOUR Schedule paras.9.1-
9.6 
 

MATTER OF PRIVILEGE 2.7 
 

MATTER OF PRIVILEGE MAY INTERRUPT BUSINESS 2.6(b) 
 

MATTER OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 2.6(e), 2.8 
 

MEMBER(S) 
 
- abuse of Standing Orders 
- address the President 
- alteration in members of Select Committee 
- attendance 
- attendance as a witness 
- bound to serve on committees 
- called to speak 
- conduct 

 
 
3.33 
3.22 
5.16 
3.1 
10.13 
5.1 
3.22 
3.21 



 

xvi 
 

- continues to serve on committee until successor elected 
- declaration of interests 
 
- definition 
- draws attention of President to a question of privilege 
- excused attendance - leave of absence 
- failure to attend as a witness 
- formal warning 
- may be cautioned 
- may be ordered to attend as a witness 
- may not offer professional advice or representation 
- may speak sitting 
- Members‘ Interests 
 
- naming of 
- nomination, Oral declaration of interests 
- pecuniary interest 
- presentation of public petition 
- prohibition of professional advice and representation 
- receives copy of Standing Orders at first sitting 
- receives details of regulations prior to sitting 
- reply 
- rules of speaking 
   -Members speaking 
   -Members speaking twice 
   -motion for adjournment of debate 
   -new motions 
   -President calls on Members to speak 
   -reply 
   -reserved speech 
- speaking twice 
- summoned under order of President 
- suspension 
   -objections to words used in debate 
   -offences against Standing Orders 
- use of irreverent or offensive words 
- warning by President 
 

5.5 
10.1, 10.2, Schedule 
paras.6.1-6.8 
11.4 
10.17 
3.1 
10.13 
3.33 
3.31 
10.13 
10.3 
3.22(3) 
10.1, 10.2, Schedule 
paras.6.1-6.8 
3.33 
10.2 
10.1 
6.2 
10.3 
11.1 
10.9 
3.26 
3.22 – 3.28 
3.23 
3.25 
3.27 
3.28 
3.22 
3.26 
3.24 
3.25 
10.13 
3.32 – 3.33 
3.32 
3.33 
3.30 
3.33(1) 

MEMORIALS 
 
- appearances 
   -appearance as of right 
   -memorialist or advocate may appear  
   -person appearing may appear in subsequent proceedings 

 
 
 
8.2 
8.2(5), 8.3 
8.3 



 

xvii 
 

   -subsequent proceedings 
- general requirements 

8.4 
6.1 

MESSAGES (BRANCHES) 
 
- arrangements for conference 
- communicating reason for disagreement 
- delivery of from one Branch to the other 
- request for conference 
- result after conference 

 
 
4.4 
4.2 
4.1 
4.3 
4.5 
 

MESSENGERS 3.36 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
- accounts and papers 
- amendment by Tynwald of a Bill that has been passed by the  
   Branches 
- Bills to be passed by each branch before being Signed 
- Bills to be signed by a quorum of each Branch  
- circumstances in which a Member shall not vote 
- costs 
- laying of papers 
- oral declaration of an interest 
- printing of papers 
- prohibition on professional advice and representation  
- privilege and contempt 
- records of proceedings 
- Royal Assent 
- regulations etc. to be sent to Members 
- resolutions verified by signature 
- signing of Bills 
- signing of Resolutions 
- votes and proceedings 
- witnesses 
   - attendance of a Member to be examined 
   - attendance of witnesses and production of documents etc. 
   - witnesses may be examined on oath 
 

X, 10.1 – 10.17 
 
10.11, 10.12 
 
10.5 
10.4 
10.6 
10.1 
10.16 
10.11 
10.2 
10.12 
10.3 
10.17 
3.37, 10.10 
10.7 
10.9 
10.8 
10.4-10.7 
10.8 
10.10 
10.13-10.15 
10.13 
10.14 
10.15 
 

MOTIONS 
 
- adjournment 
- amendments 
- closure of debate 
- defeated in Council 

3.11 – 3.20 
 
3.14, 3.27 
3.15, 3.17, 3.19 
3.16 
3.19 



 

xviii 
 

- definition 
- definition of procedural motion 
- definition of tabled motion 
- disallowed 
- division into parts 
- matter of urgent public importance 
- must be seconded 
- new 
- nomination of Chief Minister 
- not moved, deemed moved and seconded  
- notice of 
- procedural motion 
- putting of 
- requiring statutory concurrence 
- reports 
   - motion for recommendations and conclusions to be  
   approved shall set out each individually 
   - received does not imply acceptance 
   - received and recommendations approved does not imply 
    contents are necessarily acceptable 
   - reports and other documents accepted does indicate contents 
   are acceptable 
- resolved by a majority - see also DIVISION 
- rules as to Amendments 
- rules as to framing and making 
- speaking on 
- sub judice, discretion of President 
- superseded by 
- tabled 
- voting on a division 
- withdrawn 
 

11.4 
11.4 
11.4 
2.5, 3.11 
3.12, 3.17(4) 
2.8 
3.11(5) 
3.28 
3.17A 
3.13(3) 
2.4. Form 2 
2.6, 11.4 
3.17 
2.4 
 
 
3.11(9) 
3.11(6) 
 
3.11(7) 
 
3.11(8) 
3.17(6)-(7) 
3.15 
3.11 
3.23-3.28 
3.11(4) 
3.14 
11.4 
3.18 
3.13 
 

NAMING OF MEMBER 3.33 
 

NEW MOTIONS 
 

3.28 
 

NOMINATION OF CHIEF MINISTER 
 

1.5, 2.4A, 3.17A 
 

NOTICE 
- of motion and Question 
 
- of sitting 
- proposal for nomination of Chief Minister and Statements by  
Nominees 

 
2.4, 2.4A, 2.5, Form 
2, Form 3 
1.1(4) 
 
2.4A 



 

xix 
 

- required of appearance as of right 
 

8.1 
 

OATH 
 
- examination of witnesses on 
- of Office of Coroner for Tynwald Day 
- President, or Chairman of Committee to administer 
 

 
 
10.15 
2.1(3)(d) 
10.15 

OBJECTIONS TO WORDS USED  
-see also OFFENSIVE WORDS 
 

3.32 
 

OFFENCES AGAINST STANDING ORDERS 3.33 
 

OFFENSIVE WORDS 
 

3.30, 3.32, 6.1 
 

OFFICERS OF TYNWALD 
 
- Clerk of Tynwald 
- Deputy Clerk of Tynwald 
- Deputy President of Tynwald 
- Messengers 
- President 
- President of the Council 
- Third Clerk 
 

IX, 9.1 – 9.3 
 
9.2, 11.4 
9.3, 11.4 
9.1(1) 
3.36 
9.1, 11.4 
11.4 
9.3(4) 
 

OFFICIAL RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

3.37, 10.10 
 

ORAL DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 

10.2 
 

ORAL EVIDENCE TAKEN BY COMMITTEE TO BE IN 
PUBLIC AND RECORDED 
 

 
5.10(3) 
 

ORDER 
 
- of Business 
- of Business on Tynwald Day 
- of Business on Budget Day 
- maintenance of order –see also MAINTENANCE OF ORDER 
- Paper 
- Paper - Budget 
- papers to be sent to Members 
- point of order on privilege 
 

 
 
2.2 
2.1 
2.2(2), (5) 
3.29 – 3.37 
2.2 
2.2 (2),2.3 
2.3 
2.7 

  



 

xx 
 

PAPERS AND ACCOUNTS 
 
- circulation of papers at sittings, practice direction by President 
- circumstances in which they may be laid before 
- documents too large to distribute available in Tynwald Library 
- laying of 
- paper laid - definition 
- papers concerning the prerogative of the Sovereign 
- printing of by authority 
- to be filed in the General Registry 
- to be sent to Members prior to sittings 
 

 
 
Annex 
10.11 
3.23(8) 
10.11 
11.4 
10.11 
10.12 
10.10 
10.9, 10.11 
 

PETITIONER 
 
- definition 
 

 
 
11.4 
 

PETITIONS  
-see also MEMORIALS; PETITIONS FOR REDRESS; 
PETITIONS, PRIVATE; PETITIONS, PUBLIC; STANDING 
ORDERS COMMITTEE 
 
- appearances 
- general requirements 
- Petitioner - definition 
- to Tynwald to be filed in the General Registry 
 

VI, 6.1-6.12 
 
 
 
 
7.4, 8.1, 8.3, 8.4 
6.1 
11.4 
10.10 
 

PETITIONS FOR REDRESS [OF GRIEVANCE] 
 
- contents of 
- filed in General Registry 
- lapse of 
- mode of presentation 
- not to be read or address on Tynwald Hill 
- presented on Tynwald Day 
- reference to Standing Orders Committee for examination –see 
also STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE 
- requisites of 
- to be handed to the Governor 
- Select Committee to hear evidence from petitioner in public 
except for exceptional circumstances 
 

 
 
6.11 
10.10 
6.12 
6.6 
6.9 
2.1(3)(f), 6.5 
 
6.8 
6.10 
6.7 
 
5.10(4) 

PETITIONS, PRIVATE 
 
- appearance as of right 

 
 
7.4, 8.1, 8.3 



 

xxi 
 

- Clerk of Tynwald directs notice to be given 
- examination by Clerk of Tynwald 
- filed in General Registry 
- for approval of Bye-Laws made by local authorities to be 
forwarded to the Minister of DLGE to report 
- for approval of deeds under statute 
- general requirements 
- interested parties 
- presentation 
- presentation at the Bar 
- who may present and on what matters 
 

7.4 
7.2 
10.10 
 
7.5 
7.6, 7.7 
6.1 
7.4 
7.1 
7.3 
7.1 

PETITIONS, PUBLIC 
 
-filed in General Registry 
- general requirements 
- not to be debated 
- presentation of by Member 
- printing with the minutes 
 

 
 
10.10 
6.1 
6.3 
6.2 
6.4 

POINT OF ORDER OR PRIVILEGE 
 

2.7 
 

PRACTICE DIRECTIONS BY PRESIDENT 
 
- circulation of papers at sittings 
- electronic voting 
 

 
 
Annex 
Annex 

PRAYERS 
 
- Lord Bishop to read prayers, or Chaplain if Bishop absent, or if 
both absent President to read prayers 
- no person to enter or leave during 
 

3.2 
 
 
3.2(1) 
3.2(2) 

PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL  
 
-definition 
 

 
 
11.4 
 

PRESIDENT OF TYNWALD 
 
- attention may be drawn to questions affecting the privileges of 
Tynwald 
- authority to adjourn Tynwald 
- authority to summon Tynwald urgently 
- calls upon Members to speak 

 
 
 
10.17 
1.3, 3.34, 3.37(3) 
1.1(2) 
3.22 



 

xxii 
 

- casting vote 
- circulation of papers at sittings. Practice direction 
- convenes sittings on request of quorum of Branch 
- declares decisions 
- definition of President 
- Deputy President 
- determines procedure when not provided for 
- election of 
- election of Chief Minister 
   - adjourns if no Member successfully elected 
   - puts motion for nomination and adjourns if it fails 
- electronic voting. Practice direction 
- grants leave of absence 
- ineligibility for membership of committees (with exceptions) 
- language of proceedings, President to call for translation of 
terms used 
- maintains order –see also MAINTENANCE OF ORDER 
- may administer oath to witness 
- may adjourn or suspend sitting in case of grave disorder 
- may adjourn sitting in case of audio recording failure 
- may be questioned on business of Tynwald 
- may determine times of sittings 
- may disallow questions & motions 
- may order Clerk to lay Papers 
- may order withdrawal of Strangers - see also STRANGERS 
- Messengers to carry out orders of 
- objections to words, President may censure or suspend 
Member 
- orders Members to attend for examination 
- powers and duties 
- power to warn and order Member to withdraw 
- practice directions 
   -circulation of papers at sittings 
   -electronic voting 
- presides at sittings and conferences 
- questions may be put to 
- shall designate Clerk in absences 
- signs all Resolutions of Tynwald 
- signs certificate announcing Royal Assent 
- signs certificate of promulgation 
- strangers permitted under rules made by - see also 
STRANGERS 
- sub judice, discretion of President  
- suspension of Members 

3.18(11) 
Annex 
1.1(3) 
3.18(8) 
11.4 
9.1(1) 
9.1(3) 
9.1(1) 
3.17A 
3.17A (2)(a) 
3.17A(2)(b)-(d) 
Annex 
3.1 
5.1(2) 
 
3.23(5) 
3.29(2) 
10.15 
3.34 
3.37(3) 
3.3(2)(i) 
1.2(1) 
2.5, 3.7(2) 
10.11(1) 
3.35(3) 
3.36 
 
3.32 
10.13 
9.1 
3.33 
 
Annex 
Annex 
3.29, 4.4(2) 
3.3(2) 
9.3 
10.8 
10.7 
2.1(5) 
 
3.35(1) 
3.4(10) 
3.32, 3.33 



 

xxiii 
 

- to be addressed by Members wishing to speak 
- to chair Tynwald Ceremony Arrangements  Committee 
 
- to chair Tynwald Honours Committee 
 
- to refer a question concerning privilege of a Member to the 
appropriate Branch 
- to refer a question concerning privileges of a person other than 
a Member to the Standing Orders Committee 
- to set time and place of conferences of Branches 
 

3.22 
5.1(2), Schedule 
paras.8.2 
Schedule 
para.9.2 
 
10.17 
 
10.17 
4.4 

PRESIDING OFFICERS 3.29, 11.4 
 

PRINTING OF PAPERS 
 
- printing of Public Petitions with minutes 
 

10.12 
 
6.4 
 

PRINTING OF STANDING ORDERS 
 

11.1 
 

PRIVATE BUSINESS 
 
- approval of bye-laws made by local authority 
- approval of deeds under statute 
  -a deed may be made conditionally on approval being given 
- examination by Clerk  of Tynwald 
- interested parties 
- presentation at Bar 
- presentation of Private Petitions 
 

VII, 7.1 – 7.7 
 
7.5 
7.6 
7.7 
7.2 
7.4 
7.3 
7.1 
 

PRIVATE PETITIONS – see PETITIONS, PRIVATE 
 
PRIVATE, SITTING IN 
 

 
 
3.35(2) 

PRIVILEGE 
 
- ad hoc committee of privileges 
- appropriate branch - definition 
- breach of - definition 
- matter of privilege arising 
- matter of privilege may interrupt business 
- Member to draw President‘s attention to 
   - where to a Member referral to appropriate Branch 
   - where to other than a Member 
- President to  

 
 
10.17(3) 
11.4 
11.4 
2.7 
2.6 
10(1) 
10.17(2) 
10.17(3) 
 



 

xxiv 
 

   - orally report referrals 
   - put recommendations following referrals 
   - refer reported questions of 
 

10.17(4) 
10.17(5) 
10.17 

PRIVILEGE AND CONTEMPT 10.17 
 

PROCEDURAL MOTION 
 
- definition 
 

2.6 
 
11.4 
 

PROCEDURE – ELECTIONS 
 

5.3, Form 4 
 

PROCEDURE - GENERAL RULES OF 
 
- asking questions 
- answering of questions 
- answers may be refused 
- answers to questions not asked 
- attendance and leave of absence 
- Branch, question not to refer to any matter in 
- closure of debate 
- conduct of Members 
- grave disorder 
- irrelevance, repetition 
- irreverent use of name of sovereign or Governor, offensive 
words etc. 
- Members may be questioned  
- Members speaking 
- Members speaking twice 
- Messengers 
- motion defeated in Council 
- motion divided into paragraphs or parts 
- motion for adjournment of debate 
- motion withdrawn 
- new motions 
- nomination of Chief Minister 
- objections to words used in debate 
- offences against Standing Orders 
- Official Record of proceedings 
- questions not answered or reached 
- President calls on Members to speak 
- Presiding officers 
- prayers 
- putting of motion 

III , 3.1 – 3.37 
 
3.5 
3.6 
3.10 
3.9 
3.1 
3.4(7) 
3.16 
3.21 
3.34 
3.31 
 
3.30 
3.3 
3.23 
3.25 
3.36 
3.19 
3.12 
3.27 
3.13 
3.28 
3.17A 
3.32 
3.33 
3.37 
3.8 
3.22 
3.29 
3.2 
3.17 



 

xxv 
 

- reply 
- reserved speech 
- resolutions rescinded 
- rules as to amendments 
- rules as to framing and making motions 
- rules as to  framing questions 
- strangers 
- superseding a motion 
- supplementary questions 
- use of sovereign‘s name etc, offensive words etc 
- voting on a division 
 

3.26 
3.24 
3.20 
3.15 
3.11 
3.4 
3.35 
3.14 
3.7 
3.30 
3.18 

PROCEDURE - JOINT COMMITTEES 4.8 
 

PROCEEDINGS – COMMITTEES 
 
PROCEEDINGS – INTERRUPTION 
 
 - interrupted by 
   -matters of privilege 
   -matter of urgent public importance 
   -motion for adjournment 
   -Standing Orders 
   -reading of relevant document 
 

5.17 
 
 
 
 
2.6(b) 
2.6(e), 2.8 
2.6(d) 
2.6(a) 
2.6(c) 
 

PROCEEDINGS, LANGUAGE OF – see ENGLISH  
 

PROCEEDINGS, OFFICIAL RECORD OF 
 

3.37, 10.10 
 

PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS  
 

10.14 
 

PROHIBITION OF PROFESSIONAL ADVICE & 
REPRESENTATION BY MEMBERS 

 
10.3 
 

PROMULGATION OF ACTS 
 
- certificate of promulgation 
- memorandum of each Act read in English and Manx 
 

2.1 
 
2.1(5) 
2.1(3)(e) 
 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
 

5.6 & Schedule 
paras.4.1-4.5 
 
 
 



 

xxvi 
 

PUBLIC AND PRESS GALLERIES AND PRECINCTS, RULES 
FOR ADMISSION TO 
 - see also STRANGERS 
 

Annex 
 

PUBLIC IMPORTANCE, URGENT MATTER OF 2.6(e), 2.8 
 

PUBLIC PETITIONS - see PETITIONS, PUBLIC 
 
PUTTING OF MOTION 
 

 
 
3.16, 3.17 
 

QUEEN  
– see also SOVEREIGN 
 
- as Presiding Officer 
- Governor may command papers concerning prerogatives to be 
laid before Tynwald 
- issue of Letters Patent 
- use of name irreverently 
 

 
 
 
3.29 
 
10.11(2), (4) 
3.29 
3.30 

QUESTION PAPER 
 
- to be sent to Members 
 

2.2(1), (3) 
 
2.3 

QUESTIONS 
 
- absence of Member who tabled Question 
- admissibility 
   - answering of Questions 
   - asking 
   - Members may be questioned 
   - rules as to framing Questions 
   - supplementary Questions 
- answer not given, contrary to public interest 
- answering of 
- answers may be refused, public interest 
- answers to those not asked 
- asking 
- Attorney-General, questions to 
- definition of tabled question 
- disallowed 
   - not to include  
   - not to repeat answered question 
   - President‘s decision 
   -six month limit on retabling of question 

 
 
3.5 
3.3 – 3.7 
3.6 
3.5 
3.3 
3.4 
3.7 
3.10 
3.6 
3.10 
3.9 
3.4(9) 
3.5 
11.4 
2.5, 3.4 , 3.5, 3.7 
3.4(2) 
3.4(5) 
2.5, 3.4 (5), 3.7 (2) 
3.4(6) 



 

xxvii 
 

- may raise issue of present or future policy 
- not asked 
- not answered or reached 
- not on a personal statement 
- not reached 
- not taken after 1pm 
- not to refer to any matter in a Branch 
- notice of 
- order of business 
- proper object of 
- refusal to answer, public interest 
- rules as to framing 
- sub judice,  discretion of President 
- supplementary 
- to Members 
- to President 
- written answers – see also WRITTEN ANSWERS 
 

3.4(9A) 
3.9 
3.8 
3.5(5) 
3.8 
3.5 
3.4(7) 
2.4, Form 3 
3.5 
3.3(1) 
3.10 
3.4 
3.4(10) 
3.7 
3.3(2) 
3.3(2) 
3.6, 3.8 

QUORUM 
 
- adjournment in absence of 
- Committee 
- definition 
- Joint Committee 
- signatures for Bills 
 

 
 
2.10 
5.14 
11.4 
4.7(4) 
10.6 

RECORDS OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

3.37, 10.10 
 

REDRESS, PETITIONS FOR - see PETITIONS FOR REDRESS 
 

 

REGISTER OF MEMBERS‘ ATTENDANCE 3.1 
 

REGISTER OF MEMBERS‘ INTERESTS  
- see also INTERESTS‘, MEMBERS 
 
-rules 
 
 

5.6, 5.8, 10.2, 
Schedule paras.6.1- 
6.8 
Schedule para.6.7, 
Annex 
 

REGISTRAR OF MEMBERS‘ INTERESTS 
 

Schedule paras.6.6, 
6.8 
 

REGULATIONS ETC. TO BE SENT TO MEMBERS PRIOR TO 
SITTING 
 

10.9, 10.10(2) 
 
 



 

xxviii 
 

- paper laid- definition 11.4 
 

REPETITION, IRRELEVANCE 3.31 
 

REPLY 3.26 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
- documents referred to in reports that are too large to 
distribute, available in Tynwald Library 
- motions that reports 
   - be accepted does indicate contents are acceptable 
   - be received does not imply acceptance 
   - be received and recommendations approved does not imply  
   contents are necessarily acceptable 
   - for recommendations and conclusions to be approved shall  
   set out each individually 
 

5.18 
 
 
3.23(8) 
 
3.11(8) 
3.11(6) 
 
3.11(7) 
 
3.11(9) 
 

REPRESENTATION, PROHIBITION ON PROFESSIONAL 
ADVICE AND 

 
10.3 
 

RESCINDED RESOLUTIONS 3.20 
 

RESERVED SPEECH 3.24 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 
- definition 
- rescinded 
- to be filed with General Registry 
- signing of 
 

 
 
11.4 
3.20 
10.10 
10.8 
 

RETIRE 
 
- separate sittings of Branches, retirement to own chambers 
 

 
 
4.6 

ROYAL ASSENT 10.7 
 

RULES 
 
- Admission to the Public and Press Galleries and Precincts 
- Amendments 
- general rules of procedure  
   –see also PROCEDURE – GENERAL RULES OF 

 
 
Annex 
3.15 
3.1 – 3.37 
 



 

xxix 
 

- Motions 
- of Conduct and Debate 
   - see also CONDUCT AND DEBATE-RULES OF 
- on framing of Questions 
- Register of Members‘ Interests 

3.11 
3.21 – 3.28 
 
3.4 
Schedule para.6.7, 
Annex 

SAINT JOHN‘S SITTING  
- see also TYNWALD DAY 
 

 
1.1(1) 

SCRUTINY 
 
- Council of Ministers members not to serve on  committees of 
scrutiny of Government 
 

 
 
 
5.7 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
- references to Scrutiny Committee. Procedure Note 
 

5.6 & Schedule 
paras.5.1-5.4 
Annex 

SELECT COMMITTEES 
 
- adjourn 
- alteration in membership 
- chairman 
- chairman - casting vote 
- Clerk to attend 
- convening meetings 
- election of 
- equality of votes 
- evidence 
- may appoint specialist advisers 
- oral evidence taken in public and recorded 
- petitioner (for redress) to give evidence in public 
- proceedings in 
- quorum 
- reports of 
- strangers 
- sub-committees 
- Terms of Reference 
- vacancies 
- witnesses – see also EVIDENCE, ETC 
   - may be summoned 
 

5.9 – 5.18 
 
5.17(2) 
5.15, 5.16 
5.13 
5.17(3) 
5.17(4) 
5.12 
5.3, 5.4 
5.17 
5.10 
5.17 
5.10(3), (4) 
5.10(4) 
5.17 
5.14 
5.18 
5.17(1) 
5.11 
5.9  
5.15 
 
5.10 

SEPARATE SITTINGS 4.6 
 



 

xxx 
 

SESSION  
 
– definition 
 

 
 
11.4 
 

SHORT TITLE 11.5 

SIGNING OF BILLS 
 
- amendment to Bills in Tynwald 
- Bills to be passed by each Branch before 
- quorum of each Branch required 
- Royal Assent, certificate of announcement 
 

 
 
10.5 
10.4 
10.6 
10.7 

SIGNING OF RESOLUTIONS 10.8 

SITTING DAY  
 

11.4 
 

SITTINGS 
 
- adjournments 
- Budget sitting 
- days of 
- interruption or suspension of 
- notice of 
- President to adjourn 
- private 
- separate sittings of branches 
- Saint John‘s 
- special 
- times of 
- to nominate Chief Minister 
- working day ends 
 

I, 1.1 – 1.5 
 
1.3, Form 1 
2.2(2), (5), 11.4 
1.1 
2.6, 3.34 
1.1 
1.3 
3.35(2) 
4.6 
1.1 
1.1 
1.2 
1.5 
1.2(2)-(3) 
 

SOVEREIGN  
-see also QUEEN 
 
- definition  
- irreverent use of name of 
- Letters Patent to authorise person to preside on Tynwald Day 
- perogatives of 
 

 
 
 
11.4 
3.30(1) 
3.29 
10.11(4) 

SPEAKER 
 
- announces result of voting in Keys 

 
 
3.18(6) 



 

xxxi 
 

- moves motion to suspend Member 
- to chair Standing Orders Committee 
- to sign certificates announcing Royal Assent 
- to sign certificates of promulgation 
- to sign Resolutions of Tynwald 
 

3.33(2) 
Schedule para.7.2 
10.7 
2.1(5) 
10.8 

SPEAKING, RULES FOR 
 
- Members speaking 
- Members speaking twice 
- motion for adjournment of debate 
- new motions 
- President calls on Members to speak 
- reply 
- reserved speech 
 

3.22 – 3.28 
 
3.23 
3.25 
3.27 
3.28 
3.22 
3.26 
3.24 
 

SPEAKING TWICE 3.25 

SPECIALIST ADVISER - COMMITTEES 5.17(5) 
 

SPEECH, RESERVED 3.24 

STANDARDS AND MEMBERS‘ INTERESTS COMMITTEE 
 

5.6 & Schedule 
paras.6.1-6.8 

STANDING COMMITTEES  
–see also COMMITTEES 
 
- application of Standing Orders to 
- Constitutional Matters Committee 
 
- Ecclesiastical Committee 
 
- Economic Initiatives Committee 
 
- election of 
- may appoint specialist advisers 
- members of Council of Ministers ineligible for committees of 
scrutiny 
- Public Accounts Committee 
 
- Scrutiny Committee 
 
- Standards & Members‘ Interests Committee 
 

5.6 – 5.18 
 
 
5.8 
5.6 & Schedule 
paras.1.1-1.2 
5.6 & Schedule 
paras.2.1-2.2 
5.6 & Schedule 
paras.3.1-3.4 
5.3 – 5.5, Form 4 
5.17(5) 
 
5.7 
5.6 & Schedule 
paras.4.1-4.5 
5.6 & Schedule 
paras.5.1-5.4 
5.6 & Schedule 
paras.6.1-6.8 



 

xxxii 
 

- Standing Orders Committee 
 
- Tynwald Ceremony Arrangements Committee 
 
- Tynwald Honours Committee 
 
 

5.6 & Schedule 
paras.7.1-7.2 
5.6 & Schedule 
paras.8.1-8.2 
5.6 & Schedule 
paras.9.1-9.6 
 

STANDING ORDERS 
 
- alteration of 
- application to Standing Committees 
- distribution to Members 
- enforcement by Messengers 
- interpretation of terms 
- offences against 
- President to determine proceedings where not provided for 
- short title 
- suspension of 
- to be printed 
 

XI, 11.1-11.5 
 
11.2 
5.8 
11.1 
3.36 
11.4 
3.33 
9.1 
11.5 
11.3 
11.1 

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE 
 
- Petitions for Redress examined by 
- President to refer matter of privilege concerning person other 
than a Member to 
- Speaker to chair 
- Standing Orders 5.9 – 5.18 to apply 
 

5.6 & Schedule 
paras.7.1-7.2 
6.8 
 
10.17(3) 
Schedule para.7.2 
5.8 

STRANGERS 
 
- definition 
- exclusion from conferences 
- exclusion from Select Committee deliberations 
- President may order withdrawal 
- to comply with rules made by President 
- rules for admission to the Public and Press Galleries and 
Precincts 
- Tynwald Private sittings and 
 

 
 
11.4 
4.4(3) 
5.17 
3.35(3) 
3.35(1) 
 
Annex 
3.35(2) 

SUB JUDICE 
 
- definition 
- discretion of President 
- Motions must not refer to matters which are 

 
 
11.4 
3.4(10) 
3.11(4) 



 

xxxiii 
 

- Questions must not refer to matters which are 
 

3.4(10) 
 

SUB-COMMITTEES 
- see also COMMITTEES 
 
SUMMONING TYNWALD 
 

5.11 
 
 
1.1 

SUPERSEDED MOTION 3.14 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS 3.7 

SUSPENSION 
 
- of business 
- of Members 
- of sittings due to grave disorder 
- of Standing Orders 
 

 
 
2.6 
3.32 – 3.33 
3.34 
11.3 

TABLED MOTION 
 – see also MOTIONS  
  

11.4 
 

TABLED QUESTION 
 –see also QUESTIONS 
 

11.4 

TERMS OF REFERENCE - SELECT COMMITTEES 
 

5.9 

THIRD CLERK 
 
- definition of Clerk 
- officer nominated by Clerk to attend Select Committees 
 

9.3(4) 
 
11.4 
5.17(4) 

TIME LIMIT IN SPEAKING IN ADJOURNMENT DEBATE 
 

3.27(2) 

TIMES OF SITTINGS 
 

1.2, 1.3 

TITLE,  SHORT 
 

11.5 
 

TRANSLATIONS 
 
- President to call for from Manx Gaelic or other Languages 
 

 
 
3.23(5) 

TYNWALD  -see also SITTINGS 
 
- Branches may have separate sitting, retire to own chambers 

 
 
4.6 



 

xxxiv 
 

- Chamber definition 
 

11.4 
 

TYNWALD CEREMONY ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE 
 

5.6 & Schedule 
paras.8.1-8.2 
 

TYNWALD DAY 
 
- definition 
- order of business 
- Petitions for Redress –see also PETITIONS FOR REDRESS 
   - Clerk collects and delivers to Governor 
   - contents 
   - Governor refers to Standing Orders Committee 
   - no reading of or address on Hill 
   - petitioner or other to present 
   - presented on Tynwald Day 
   - requirements of 
- presiding over 
- promulgation 
- sitting 
 

 
 
11.4 
2.1 
 
6.7 
6.11 
6.8 
6.9 
6.6 
6.5 
6.1, 6.10 
3.29 
2.1 
1.1 

TYNWALD HONOURS COMMITTEE 5.6 & Schedule 
paras.91.1-9.6 
 

TYNWALD LIBRARY –see also PAPERS 
- documents too large to distribute available from 
 

 
3.23(8) 
 

TYNWALD PROCEEDINGS ACT 1876 
 
- attendance of witnesses and production of documents 
- evidence under 
- powers to award costs 
- Public Accounts Committee 
 
- Scrutiny Committee 
 
- Standards and Members Interests Committee 
 
- witness examined on oath 
 

 
 
10.14 
5.10 
10.16 
Schedule 
para.4.4 
Schedule 
para.5.3 
Schedule 
para.6.3 
10.15 
 

URGENT MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 2.6(e), 2.8 

VACANCIES - IN COMMITTEE 
 

5.15 



 

xxxv 
 

VERIFICATION  
 
- of Announcement of Royal Assent 
- of promulgation 
- of Resolutions 
 

 
 
10.7 
2.1(5) 
10.8 
 

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS 
 

10.10(1) 

VOTING 
 
- Branches to vote separately 
- casting vote in Committees 
- casting vote in Tynwald 
- circumstances in which Members may not vote 
- election procedure 
- electronic 
    - Member may request reading of votes cast 
    - Practice Direction 
    - simultaneous voting 
- equality of votes 
   - in Council, use of President‘s casting vote 
   - in Keys 
- every Member present to vote 
- invalid voting paper 
- on a division 
- majority of votes decide result 
   - President announces decision 
   - unless carried in both Branches motion is lost 
- motion defeated in Council only 
   - notice of moving the same motion at subsequent sitting 
   - subsequent sitting Tynwald votes as one body 
- paper(Committee elections) 
   -invalid 
- President 
   - announces decision 
   - announces result of Council voting 
- Speaker announces result of Keys voting 
- taken orally –see also electronic 
- to be recorded by the Clerk of Tynwald 
 

 
 
3.18(2) 
 5.17(3) 
3.18(11) 
10.1 
5.3, 5.4, Form 4 
3.18(12) 
3.18(14) 
3.18(12), Annex 
3.18(13) 
 
3.18(11) 
3.18(10) 
3.18(1) 
5.4 
3.18 
3.18(7), (10), (11) 
3.18(8) 
3.18(9) 
3.19 
3.19(1) 
3.19(5) 
5.3(2), Form 4 
5.4 
 
3.18(8) 
3.18(6) 
3.18(7) 
3.18(3) 
3.18(4) – 3.19(6) 

WARNING OF MEMBERS  
–see also SUSPENSIONOF MEMBERS 
 

3.33(1) 



 

xxxvi 
 

WITHDRAWAL OF STRANGERS  
–see also STRANGERS 
 
- committees 
- Tynwald 

 
 
 
5.17(1) 
3.35(3) 
 

WITHDRAWN MOTIONS 3.13 

WITNESSES 
 
- attendance of Member 
- attendance and production of documents 
- examination on oath 
- may be summoned by committee –see also TYNWALD 
PROCEEDINGS ACT 
- Member ordered to attend 
- production of documents 
 

 
 
10.13  
10.14 
10.15 
5.10 
 
10.13 
10.14 

WORDS – OFFENSIVE 
 

3.30, 3.32, 6.1(4) 
 

WORKING DAY 
 
- adjournments of Tynwald 
- sitting to nominate a Chief Minister 
- sittings of Tynwald 
- times of sittings 
 

 
 
1.3 
1.5 
1.1 
1.2 
 

WRITTEN ANSWERS - see also QUESTIONS 
 
- lengthy answer(s) to oral question(s) may be circulated as 
written answer 24 hours before sitting 
- oral answers not reached in time allowed to receive written 
answer within 48 hours 
- shall reproduce the question to which they are replying 
- tabled questions for written answer to receive written answer 
circulated by 1pm 
 

3.6 
 
 
3.6 (2)(b) 
 
3.8 
3.6(4) 
 
3.6(3) 
 

WRITTEN NOTICE OF APPEARANCE AS OF RIGHT  
– see also APPEARANCES 
 

7.4, 8.1 

 
 



 

 

 

Circulation of Papers at Sittings 

Practice Direction by the President of Tynwald 
under Standing Order 9.1(2) 

The circulation of papers by Members during sittings of the Court is now a well 
established practice, and it is capable of providing a convenient means of bringing to 
Members' attention last minute developments which could not have been referred to 
in the official Tynwald papers circulated with the Order Paper. 

Recently, however, it has been used in some cases to circulate, under cover of 
parliamentary privilege, statements or letters prepared by persons outside the Court 
which are not in the event adopted by the Member circulating them. In some cases, 
these documents have contained very serious allegations or claims. It is wrong, and 
an abuse of the privilege of Tynwald, for allegations or claims of this sort to be put 
into circulation when they cannot be tested and when no Member is actually 
adopting them as part of his or her case in debate. 

I therefore direct that papers circulated in future must be confined either to purely 
factual information or to claims or allegations which the Member circulating the 
papers will actually support in debate. In order to ensure that this is the case, I have 
instructed the Clerk of Tynwald that no papers are to be circulated during sittings 
unless they have been put in his hands no later than 5 pm on the day before the item 
they relate to is debated, and I have had accordingly an opportunity to examine them. 
 
The Hon Noel Q Cringle MLC December 2006 
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Electronic Voting 
Practice Direction by the President of Tynwald 

under Standing Orders 3.18(12) & 9.1(3) 
 
Standing Order 3.18(12) provides that from and after the sitting of the Court in 
December 2006, votes shall for the remainder of the Session be taken by a system of 
electronic voting in accordance with directions issued by the President of Tynwald. 
 
I accordingly now give the following Directions: 
 
'Ayes' and 'Noes' 
As hitherto, I will ask for those in favour of a motion or amendment to say 'aye' and 
those against it to say 'no'; and I will announce my opinion as to whether the 'ayes' or 
the 'noes' have it, and then repeat my opinion. If the Court is content with that 
opinion, there is nothing further. 
It is only if a Member calls 'divide' after my first stating my opinion, and before I have 
repeated it, that an electronic vote takes place. 
 
Method of voting 
Votes on motions, parts of motions or amendments are recorded simply by each 
Member pressing the green button for 'aye' and the red button for 'no'. 
 
Single votes 
If a division is called on a simple unamended motion, I will say "Hon Members a 
division has been called: please record your votes now, those in favour and those 
against". Members will then have ten seconds in which to press the green button if in 
favour or the red button if against; once a vote is cast, it cannot be changed. At the 
expiry of ten seconds, the system will identify any Member present in the chamber 
who has not voted and I will request that Member to vote. 
 
Multiple votes 
When a motion is divided into parts, or there are amendments, each part or 
amendment will be voted on separately, and then the motion as amended. There is 
thus no change in the practice. 
 
 



 

 

At each point I will say "Hon Members a division has been called: please record 

your votes now [in respect of ...1, those in favour and those against". Members will 
then have ten seconds in which to press the green button if in favour or the red 
button if against. 
 
Simultaneous voting 
Under the new Standing Orders, the Keys and the Council will vote at the same time, 
but they will still vote separately; the Speaker continues to announce the vote in the 
Keys, and I continue to announce the vote in the Council and the overall result. The 
voting details are also displayed on the screens visible to Members and to the Gallery. 
 
No second vote 
Standing Order 3.18(14) provides that a Member may request that the Clerk of 
Tynwald read out the names of the Members voting and how they voted, but there is 
no provision for a second or called division — the electronic vote is definitive. A 
request for names to be read out should be made to the Chair and not to the Clerk. 
 
Secret ballots 
There is no change in the procedure for committee elections by secret ballot: 
nominations for election to committees will be as hitherto, and when nominations 
have closed I will call upon the Clerk to read out the names of those nominated and 
seconded. 
 
Again, as hitherto, Standing Orders still require that Members must vote for as many 
candidates as there are places to be filled. The system of electronic voting will 
automatically disqualify all the votes of any Member who does not vote for as many 
candidates as there are vacancies, or who votes for more candidates than there are 
vacancies. The effect is therefore exactly the same as hitherto: in such a case only a 
spoilt vote will be recorded. 
 
The nominations will be voted upon one after the other. I will say "Hon Members, you 
are voting on the nomination of [Mr/Mrs ...]: please record your vote now and I will 
repeat this for each Member nominated. Ten seconds will be allowed for each vote. 
Either the green or the red button should be pressed to record a vote in respect of 
each candidate: the green button should be used only as many times as there are 
vacancies to be filled — all the other votes should be on the red button. 
 
When each candidate has been voted on, I will announce the numbers of votes cast 
and the numbers will also appear on the screens. Members' votes in a secret ballot are 
not retained on the system, so there is no possibility that this information could be 
obtained by a third party. 
 
Closure of the Court 
In the past there has sometimes been confusion caused by Members coming in and 
out of the Court while a multiple vote is taking place. Since all such votes, whether on 



 

 

motions or on ballots, will now take place very quickly, I have instructed the 
messengers that when a multiple vote commences the Bar of the Court is to be closed 
and remain closed, so that no Member may enter or leave the chamber until the vote 
is complete. 
 
Suspension of Electronic Voting 
If at any time I judge it inappropriate to proceed with electronic voting I will direct 
that a division or ballot be taken in the customary fashion. 
 
 
The Hon Noel Q Cringle MLC December 2006 
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' This option has the disadvantage that under SO 3.11 no further Order which is "the same in substance" 
can be moved in the same Session unless Standing Orders are suspended. 
1 The ruling of the President in Tynwald on 21st March 2007 confirms that such a reference to the 
Scrutiny Committee is in order. 

 

References to the Scrutiny Committee Procedure Note 
 
At the July 2006 sitting a new Standing Committee on Scrutiny was established. Included in 
the Committee's remit is to: 
 

i. consider items of approved or rejected secondary legislation which have been referred by Members; 
and 

ii. other items of secondary legislation as the Committee sees fit; and report to Tynwald as and 
when the Committee sees fit. 
 
It is thus open to Members to refer items of secondary legislation to the Scrutiny Committee 
by amending the motion for the item's approval at a sitting. Amending the motion for 
approval can be done in one of three ways: 
 
In the usual motion "That the ..................................... Order/ Regulations be approved- 
First option: approve but refer 
add the words "and be referred to the Scrutiny Committee to consider and report".  
Second option: reject but refer 
delete the word "approved" and substitute "be rejected and referred to the Scrutiny Committee 
to consider and report". 
Third option: put on 'hold' and refer 
delete the word "approved" and substitute "considered by the Scrutiny Committee and 
returned with their report to the ............................................  sitting of the Court."' 
 
The first option allows the Order to go through, but leaves open what Tynwald will propose for 
the future when the Committee has reported. The second option is a clear rejection of the 
legislation, but refers it to the Committee to report on the issues Members have raised.' The 
third option effectively blocks the Order until the Committee is to report to Tynwald, when 
it can then be decided upon. 
 
If Members tell the Clerks that they want an 'approve but refer' amendment, a 'reject but refer' 
amendment' or a 'hold and refer amendment' they will prepare amendments 
accordingly. 

Clerk of Tynwald March 2007 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS PAGE IS DELIBERATELY LEFT BLANK 
  



 

 

Tynwald Standing Orders Précis 
 
1. Adjournment: Under SO 2.9 to specified date, or under SO 3.27 sine die and not within 

current session (SO 3.14(b) and 3.11(1)). Adjournment motion cannot be moved or 
seconded by a member who moved the motion or has already spoken to it (SO 
3.27(1)). Once adjournment motion made, debate limited to adjournment and 
maximum 5 minute speeches (SO 3.27(2)). Mover has right to reply (SO 3.26(1)(b)). 
Requires 13 votes in Keys and 5 in Council. Mover can still speak to motion if 
adjournment fails. 

 
2. Amendment: Member moving amendment has no right of reply (SO 3.26). 

Seconder cannot reserve remarks (SO 3.24(2)). Member who has already spoken to the 
motion or moved an amendment cannot move or second a subsequent amendment (SO 
3.15(3) & SO 3.25(2)); a Member who has reserved his speech in seconding a motion has not 
'spoken' to the motion, and may therefore move an amendment (Pres ruling 18.10.07). 

 
3. Casting Vote: President's casting vote ensures Council vote is the same as the 

majority vote of the Keys (SO 3.18(11). 
 
4. Closure of debate: If motion "That the motion be now put" (no amendment or 

debate allowed) is passed by a quorum of each branch, the mover is asked to reply 
and the motion put. President must be satisfied no 'infringement of the rights of the 
minority'. (SO 3.16(3)) 

 
5. Document referred to: Unless inconsistent with public interest, all documents 

referred to must be distributed to members (SO 3.23(7). 
 
6. Motion divided into parts: Member moving original motion (or any other 

member, once the original motion has been seconded) may move that a motion 
containing 2 or more distinct propositions or parts be — 

 
a.  debated separately and voted on as a whole, or 
b.  debated as one but voted on separately (SO 3.12); 

 
These options must be claimed immediately after the motion has been seconded. (SO 

3.12(2)). 
The motion as a whole must then be put and, if lost, parts passed are also lost (SO 

3.17(4)). 
 
7. Motion passed in Keys but lost in Council: The Member moving such motion 

may, at that sitting or the next sitting, give notice that the same motion will be moved 
again at a subsequent sitting within six months, when the Branches will vote as one 
body, 17 votes being required (SO 3.19). 

 
8. Questions: All Questions for Oral Answer not reached by 1.00 pm to receive 

written reply within 48 hours (SO 3.8) 



 

 

 
9. Quorum: 13 Keys, 5 Council (SO 11.4) 
 
10. Reply: to motions and adjournments, but not amendments (SO 3.26) 
 
11. Reserved speech: Not possible when moving or seconding amendments or 

procedural motions (SO 3.24(2)) 
 
12. Suspension of Standing Orders: 16 votes in Keys, 6 in Council (SO 11.3) 
 
13. Urgent Public Importance (SO 2.8): 

a.  Written notice must be given to Mr President. 
b.  The Member who has given notice must be supported by four other 

members rising (no amendment or debate allowed). 
c.  Leave is then needed from the Court: simple majority of each branch. 
d.  The matter then takes precedence over any other business, and the motion 

is moved. 
 
14.  Voting: Straight majority of those present in each of the branches unless 

otherwise provided (SO 3.18(7). Unless carried in both branches, motion is lost (SO 
3.18(9)). If there is an equality of votes in the Keys, motion is lost (SO 
3.18(10)). Combined vote of 22 needed to sit after 8 pm (SO 1.2) 

 
15.  If there is more than one vote/ballot on an item, a Member absent from the 

chamber during an earlier vote/ballot cannot vote on subsequent 
divisions / ballots. 



 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF PROCEEDINGS  

IN TYNWALD COURT 

 
Pursuant to section 8 of the Constitution Act 1990 we certify that the 
matters and resolutions recorded in the Votes and Proceedings of 
Tynwald Court held on [18th February 2002] forming part of this 
certificate and each page of which is initialled by us were 
approved and passed by the said Court. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

………………………………………………….. 
PRESIDENT OF TYNWALD 

 
 
 
 

………………………………………………….. 
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF KEYS



Consolidated Text May 2008 

' This text is for convenience of reference only: the legally applicable Rules are the Register of 
Members' Interests Rules 2003 and the Register of Members' Interests (Amendment) Rules 2005. 

 

STANDING COMMITTEE OF TYNWALD 
 

ON STANDARDS AND MEMBERS' INTERESTS 
 

Register of Members' Interests Rules 2003 & 2005' 
 

 
Pursuant to Standing Order 5.8(6) the Standing Committee of Tynwald on Standards 
and Members' Interests makes the following Rules:- 
 
Definitions 
1 In these Rules the following definitions apply - 
 

Immediate family means, in relation to a Member, any of the following- 
- husband or wife;  
- son or daughter;  
- step son or step daughter; 
- father or mother; 
- step father or step mother; 
- brother or sister; 
- half brother or half sister; 
- grandparent or grandchild; 
- step grandparent or step grandchild; 
- uncle or aunt; 
- nephew or niece; 
- son in law or daughter in law. 

 
Material Debate means a debate in Tynwald Court, or in the branch to 
which the Member belongs, in which a Relevant Interest of the Member in 
question could reasonably be regarded as bearing upon the main issue or 
a main issue; 
Member means a Member of Tynwald; 
Register means the Register of Members' Interests established pursuant to 
Standing Order 5.8 and Rule 2; 
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Registrar of Members' Interests means the Clerk of Tynwald or, in his 
absence, the Deputy Clerk of Tynwald; 
Relevant Interest has the meaning given to it in Rule 6, and relates to the 
interests so defined wherever situated, located or published, and describes 
the extent to which they must be registered; 
and 
Tynwald Office means the Office of the Clerk of Tynwald. 

 
The Register 
2 The Registrar of Members' Interests shall establish the Register in electronic 

form to be kept in the Tynwald Office. 
3 A printed copy of the Register shall be available in the Tynwald Library, 

updated at the beginning of each month. 
4 The Register shall contain one section for each Member and be divided into 

subsections corresponding to the categories of Relevant Interests established in 
Rule 6. 

 
Interests to be registered 
5 The Relevant Interests of Members shall be entered in the Register as provided 

in 
Rules 7 to 11. 
 
6(1) A Relevant Interest for the purpose of these Rules is:- 
 

(i) a legal or equitable interest in any of the following- 

(a) land or buildings, except the Member's principal private 
residence; 

(b) shares or stock held in any company whose shares or stock are 
publicly quoted on a stock exchange in the United Kingdom or 
Ireland; 

(c) shares or stock held in any company other than one within (b) 
above; 

(d) shares or stock held in any company within (c) above where any 
asset to which the company is entitled is or represents a right, 
interest or circumstance which is itself a Relevant Interest, with 
details of that asset and of its value; 

(e) a legal right, including a deposit or loan of money or money's 
worth, of more than £50,000 in value save where the reason for 
which the right in question has come into existence is of an 
immediate family or personal nature (including inheritance), it 
has not been created with a view to profit and any interest 
earned is at normal commercial rates. 
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(ii) a directorship, consultancy, proprietorial or managerial role whether paid 
or not in, or in relation to, any business or professional undertaking (other 
than one wholly supported by public funds); 

(iii) sponsorship in money or money's worth from a trade union, professional 
society, political grouping or party, person or persons other than the 
Member's immediate family, or from a cultural or religious source, or a 
consultancy with any of the foregoing whether paid or not; 

(iv) gifts and benefits in kind of more than a total of £1,115 in value in any 
calendar year, or in any individual case of more than £55 in value, with the 
name and address of the donor, and the capacity in which the gift or 
benefit has been given, but excluding : 
(a) all inheritances, and 

(b) gifts or benefits received from the Member's immediate family; 
[Amended by PP64/08 20.05.2008] 

(v) the authorship of a book, pamphlet or the like, or of an article or column in 
a newspaper or journal or on the Internet, which does not appear under 
the Member's name; 

(vi)  membership of any trade union, professional society, political grouping or 
party, or of the Freemasons or any body outside Tynwald. 

 
(2) The sums mentioned in Rule 6 (1)(iv) shall be amended in accordance with a 

Notice laid before Tynwald in May of each year by the Registrar of Members' 
Interests to reflect, to the nearest pound, changes in the Retail Price Index 
published by the Treasury for the preceding twelve months. 

 
When and how a Relevant Interest must be registered 
7 (a)  A relevant interest becomes registrable when it is acquired, or comes into 

existence, or when in the case of Rule 6(iv) the threshold is reached. 
 (b) A Member having a registrable Relevant Interest must register it, unless 

there is good reason to the contrary, either within one month of the date on 
which it becomes registrable, or before any Material Debate in Tynwald or 
the branch to which the Member belongs if that is sooner. 

 
8 (a)  A Relevant Interest shall be registered by the Member giving to the 

Registrar a notification in Form A annexed to these Rules. 
 (b)  The notes in Form A are for ease of reference only and do not affect the 

interpretation of Rule 6. 
 

9 The Registrar of Members' Interests shall initial and date such a notification 
and shall cause it to be entered in the Register as soon as possible. 
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10 A Member who has registered a Relevant Interest shall, if it ceases to be a 
Relevant Interest, so notify the Registrar by giving him a notification in Form B 
annexed to these Rules. 

 
11 The Member submitting Form A or Form B shall sign and date it and the 

Registrar of Members' Interests shall initial and date such a notification and shall 
cause it to be entered in the Register as soon as possible. 

 
Inspection of the Register 
 
12 The printed copy of the Register referred to in Rule 3 shall be available for 

inspection free of charge in the Tynwald Library during normal hours. 
 

13 Any person giving the Registrar of Members' Interests twenty four hours 
written notice, shall be entitled to see a printed copy of the Register updated to 
the day of inspection, and to receive that copy, or any part of it, on payment of a 
copying charge determined from time to time by the Tynwald Management 
Committee. 

 
Commencement 
 
14 These Rules shall come into effect on 1" December 2005.2 

 
2 The original Rules came into effect on 1st February 2004. 
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FORM A 
 
NAME OF MEMBER:  
 

 
Category of Relevant Interest - see Rule 6 Required details of the Relevant Interest 

Category (i) (a) - land, buildings etc.  

Category (i) (b) - shares in quoted companies  

Category (i) (c) - shares in unquoted 
companies 

 

Category (0 (d) - shares in companies entitled 
to a Relevant Interest 

 

Category (1)(e) - legal rights of more than 
£50,000 value 

 

Category (ii) - positions in business  

Category (iii) - sponsorships  

Category (iv) - gifts and benefits in kind  

Category (v) - authorships  

Category (vi) - memberships  

 
 
 

signature  date  initials 
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FORM B 
 
NAME OF MEMBER: 
 

RELEVANT INTEREST DATE REGISTERED DATE INTEREST CEASED 
TO BE RELEVANT 

   

 
 
 
 

signature  date  initials 
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