
The Isle of Man is an internally self-governing dependant territory of
the Crown, which is not and never has been a part of the United
Kingdom. The House of Keys is the popularly elected branch of the
Manx Parliament, which is called Tynwald. Tynwald is the oldest
continuous Parliament in the world, being in existence for over 1000
years and is based on a system introduced by the Vikings when they
ruled the Island during the 10th century. Tynwald consists of two
branches: the House of Keys and the Legislative Council. Elected
members serve a 5 year term. During the House of Keys' legislative
year - October to June - sittings are normally held every Tuesday from
10.00am to 1.00pm and 2.30pm to 5.30pm, except the third Tuesday of
the month when Tynwald sits.

All sittings are open to the public and no appointment to attend is
necessary.

The work of the Keys
T h e  H o u s e  s t a r t s  i t s
proceedings in the morning
with Prayers, which are read
by the Chaplain. The House
then moves on to deal with
questions from members and
after Question Time proceeds
to  cons ider  proposed
legislation which takes the
form of Bills.

Welcome to the House of Keys,
the elected branch of the Manx Parliament.
The House of Keys consists of 24 elected
representatives of the Island from 15
constituencies. Today you will witness the
members undertaking one of their most
important roles, that of considering the
implementation of new laws for the Island.
I hope that you enjoy your visit to the
House and that you will take the
opportunity to visit again. I would ask that
you observe the rules of attendance within
the precinct of the House, which you will
find on the back of this leaflet.

Gura Mie Eu.

Welcome by Mr Speaker

The Hon J A Brown SHK
and member for Castletown

Introduction A sitting of the House of Keys

A Bill can be introduced either on behalf of the government or
by individual members. After being introduced Bills have three
detailed stages of consideration, and amendments can be moved
by members to change the Bill's content and effect. For Bills
and amendments to be passed by the House they must receive

a majority of votes in favour from those members present.
Members who are present have to vote. Procedures of the House
are controlled by Standing Orders and all proceedings are
recorded by the Hansard Clerks and are available to the public
in printed form and on the Tynwald website.
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Order Papers for the sitting are available from the official at the desk in the
public lobby. Members of the public should stand when Mr Speaker enters or
departs the House.

House of Keys Rules Welcome to the

Visitors free information leaflet

House    Keys

Ta’n Chiare-as-Feed bannaghey nyn mea

Mr Speaker
The ChaplainThe Secretary

Hansard Clerk

Officials of the House of Keys
and the Members’ Seats

Members of the public must:
• Permit any bags, packages or belongings to be searched 

and, if so required, deposit them until they depart.
• Enter and leave the proceedings quietly.
• Switch off mobile phones, pagers and laptops.
• Obey any instructions given by Mr Speaker.
• Obey any instructions given by any official of the House.

Members of the public must not:
• Enter the floor of the House on sitting days except with 

the authority of Mr Speaker.
• Enter the Members’ Room on sitting days except with the

authority of Mr Speaker.
• Talk, applaud or shout out.
• Display banners or slogans.
• Use cameras, recording or audio equipment without

prior authorisation.
• Paint, draw or sketch without prior authorisation.
• Read newspapers or magazines.
• Eat, drink or smoke.
• Leave baggage or belongings unattended.
• Enter the House or Members’ Room when the House

is not sitting unless accompanied by a member or officer
of the House.

• Bring any firearm, knife or other offensive weapon
into the Precincts.

The Messengers on duty shall be responsible for seeing that such
regulations are observed.

By Order of Mr Speaker          Standing Order 35(1)

If you require any assistance please contact the official at the desk in the
public lobby.

Gifts and mementoes of the legislature are displayed on the third floor of
Government Office and can be purchased from the Clerk of Tynwald's
Office, which is located on that floor.
Printed by Order of Mr Speaker  2002/04

Press Gallery

Bar of the House

For admission to the Public and Press Gallery
and the Precincts of the House
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10 Peel
11 Glenfaba
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13 Douglas North
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22 Douglas West
23 Douglas West

Mr Speaker is the
member for
Castletown


