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Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco Strategy —
Funds Allocated — Question by Mr Singer

Question 1. The hon.member for Ramsey
(Mr Singer) to ask the Chief Minister:

Within your Drugs, Alcohol and Tobacco
Strategy, what funds habeen allocatedo pursueeach
of the three sections during the current financial year?

The President: | call on the hon.member for
Ramsey, Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Chief Minister to reply.

Mr Corkill: Thank you, Mr President. The
additional funding allocated for this current year, as
proposed bythe Drug and Alcohol Committee, is
£100,000,which is beingdistributed asfollows: the
Department of Home Affairs, Isle of Man
Constabulary, Central AlcohoUnit, £75,000; the
DHSS SeniorHealth Promotion Officer for Drugs,
Alcohol and Tobacco Resources, £7,500; the
Department ofEducation, DrugAlcohol Education

Liaison Officer resources, £7,500; and the Treasury, the

Customs and Excise Division, the allowance and
investigationarea,£10,000. And this funding is not
sub-dividedbetweendrugs, alcohol and tobacco. Also
this extra funding isin addition to the following

identified noneys forthe year 2002-03: theDHSS,

£649,030; Education, £180,700; Home Affairs,

£616,104; the Treasury, £92,500; the Cl8etretary’s
office, £146,000. And the total of those fi,684,734.
Thereare, of course, thadditionsthat | mentioned in
the earlierpart of my answer.This sum is generally
not sub-divided between drugs, alcohol and tobacco, and
it is only indicative. Alot of generalwork done by
various agencies ofgovernment inrelation to law
enforcement, health, welfare and education has a
dimension thatrelates todrugs, alcoholand tobacco.

No disaggregation of this total figure is possible, sir.

The President: Hon. member for Ramsey.

Mr Singer: Can | thank the Chief Minister for
his detailedanswer,but can lask him: is it not dact
that the spending onthe anti-tobacco strategy is
considerablyless than that being spent dinugs and
alcohol,andthat it perhaps reflectshe government’s
attitudethat promoting an anti-smoking policy on the
Island is oflesser importanceompared tothe other
two? Can the ChiefMinister confirm that equal
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amounts of monewre spent onanti-tobacco,and if
not, should they not be?

The President: Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: Thank you, MrPresident. Ithink
the hon.memberstrikes atthe veryheart ofthe issue
that the StrategyCommittee isdealingwith: that is
that wehave drugswhich are illegal substances, and
we have alcohol and tobacco, which are legal.
Nonetheless, thecommunity at large experiences
problems with all of these substancesd therefore
one mightsee astrategy, perhaps, & single nature,
dealingwith all three. Thedrug and alcohol strategy
was set up by mypredecessor, MGelling. A lot of
that work produced strategy, which is beingdelivered,
and can | sayobacco isclose onits heels. Were not
at aposition, asl will say in alater question, to say
too much about it the moment, butan |say that,
certainly from a persongoint of view and from a
governmentpoint of view, the health effects from
tobacco are considered to be most serious.

Two Members: Hear, hear.

Isle of Man National Health Service —
Standard and Quality of Care —
Question by Mr Cannan

Question 2. The hon.member for Michael
(Mr Cannan) to ask the Chief Minister:

Are you completelysatisfied bythe standard and
quality of medicalcare provided tothe residents of the
Isle of Manby the National Health Service and, in
particular, the standard and quality of primary
healthcare?

The President: | call on the hon.member for
Michael, Mr Cannan.

Mr Cannan: Mr President,] ask the question
standing in my name.

The President: Chief Minister to reply.

Mr Corkill: Mr President, | am verproud of
the service that we are abledaifer to all the people of
the Isle of Manthrough the NationaHealth Service,
and | believe it compares veryvell with the standards
availablethrough the NationaHealth Service in the
United Kingdom.

The President: Mr Cannan.

Mr Cannan: Is the Chief Ministerawarethat,
while he says he is happy with thetandards of
healthcare inthe Isle of Man, half theprimary
healthcare facility in Kirk Michael ceased on
31st March,when thePeel grouppractice closed its
surgeryafter more than 60 years, notwithstanding that
the population of KirkMichael hasincreased by more
than 150per cent duringhat time and is increasing,

and thathe only medicalfacility remaining is ahree-
day aweek surgery operated bythe Ramseygroup
practice, who refuse ttake any more patientesiding
in the Kirk Michaelarea? Anddoesthe Chief Minister
consider this is a&atisfactorystate ofaffairs in respect
of primary healthcare?

The President: Chief Minister.

Mr  Corkill: In my original answer,
Mr President, | said that | was proud of tervicethat
we actually deliver to the community of the Isle of
Man. Having saidhat, | amsure myselfandeveryone
in this Court continues tetrive forimprovements and
progress inthat service, noneless so than my
colleague, the hister for the DHSS, Mrs Christian,
member of Council. | anawarethat the hon. member
for Michael, Mr Cannan, hasdeedwritten to me and
to the ministerfor healthabout thesituation in Kirk
Michael, and from what | understand,the Ramsey
surgery is providingoranch surgery irkirk Michael
and wishes to continue to dso, which| think is
important; butthere have beenhanges, ashe hon.
member has said, in relation to the Peel pracimkits
involvement in theKirk Michael area. lalso wish to
say that there are discussionsongoing with GP
practicesaroundthe Island about the futureand this
exercise is forming the basis afstrategiglan for the
development of GP practicefght acrossthe Island,
and no doubt that discussiwiil include Kirk Michael,
Sir.

The President: Hon. member for Michael.

Mr Cannan: The Chief Mnister has justsaid
that members strive foran improvement in the
services. This is not an improvement in Kirkckbel
— this is adecline inservices -andthe Chief Minister
indicates, fromhis first answerthat he wassatisfied.
Would the Chief Minister, who in his own right is a
medical professionalwith a speciality in primary
healthcare, becontent if the facility of adoctor's
surgery, or part of aoctor's surgery, was summarily
withdrawn in his own constituency inOnchan? And
can he pleasgive me an honesanswer — arhonest
answer,Chief Minister: Would you be satisfied for
your constituents?

The President: Chief Minister.

Mr  Corkill: | am tempted to answer,
Mr President, orthe basis of the constituent member
for my constituency of Onchan, which, in fact, has two
branch surgeries and does not haveallasurgery of its
own. Havingsaid that, of course,Onchan is avery
populated area arttierefore, nadoubt, GPservices are
assessed orthe basis of population as well as
geographical location. | doot think it would be wise
for me to actually coméo conclusions on thdon.
member'scommentsbeforethe meetings withgeneral
practitionersabout theall-Island strategy come to a
conclusion; in fact, it could probably be quite
disruptive tothe procesghat is going orbetween the
DHSS andthe GPs.Certainly, if my areawas to be
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left without a GP, yes, would be making noises
about it.

Can | sayagainthat, atthis currenttime, Kirk
Michael is being served by the Ramsey group practice.

the Nunnery estate. Such a long-term plan is a wholly
proper activity if the estate is to be managed in the best
interests of thdnternationalBusinessSchool and the
population of the Isle of Man.

Mr Cannan: Half of Kirk Michael.

Mr Corkill: | understandthat there is a
commitment intothe future.There areproblemsover
the premises, whiclallude more to the Peeside of
things which has been withdrawand therefore there is
an issue about where the service may wp#rate from
in future, but these issueare well known by the
Department of Healttand Social Security, they are
very much in the mind of theninister, and they will
be addressed appropriately in digurse. | do nothink
| can add anything else to that at thenoment.
Certainly, | understandthe concerns ofthe hon.

member, who represents the area for Michael, about the

potential for a decline in services —
Mr Cannan: There is a decline in services.

Mr Corkill: - andcertainly | donot think that
that is what theDepartment of Healthand Social
Security will be satisfied witH. am sure thewill not
wish to see a decline to be a permanent issue.

International Business School — Plans
for Nunnery Development —
Question by Mr Lowey

Question 3. The honmember ofthe Council
(Mr Lowey) to ask the Chief Minister:

(1) Are you aware that the Isle of Man
International Business School is planning
developments for the estate of the Nunnery;

(2) hasthe Council of Ministersdiscussedthis
matter;

(2) will you orthe Councilsubmit views to the
School; and/or

(4) do you agree that silencerepresents ‘a nil
return'?

The President: Hon. member of Council,
Mr Lowey.

Mr Lowey: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Again, | call on the Chief
Minister to reply.

Mr Corkill: Thank you, Mr President. The
questions on thpaper todaywvould appear to bariven
by the lettethat ProfessoRogerCarey wrote tochief
executives of all governmedepartmentsseeking their

input to the process of drawing up a long-term plan for

Specifically, theanswers tothe various parts of
the questioraretherefore: inpart (1), thelnternational
Business School afeot developingthe estate, but are
developing a plan for the estate to ensure that itsésl
in a matter that is most appropriate to satisfy nbeds
of the InternationalBusinessSchool and the longer-
term needs of aUniversity of Man, and to take
cognisance obther partieghat mayhave alegitimate
interest in the long-terrfuture ofthe Nunneryestate.’
The answer topart (2)andpart (3) ofthe question is
‘no’ to both: at this time it would not be appropriate to
involve the Council of Nhisters. As the plan is
developed, itwill be considered bythe directors of the
International Business School and by government
departmentghat have aclose interest irthe estate -
most obviously thélreasury -and atthat time itwill
be appropriate fothe Council of Ministers t@xpress
its views. The Isleof Man International Business
School has purchased the wholethe Nunnery estate.
One of the purposes of planning the long-tereeds of
the International BusinessSchool and the Nunnery
estate is to identify thogearts of theestatethat can be
seen to besurplus toeventhe long-termneeds of the
IBS; those part®f the estatecanthen bereleased for
land banking, for example, drehalf ofgovernment or
other agencies.Part (4) of the question: the
InternationalBusinessSchool was anxious t@nsure
that no ideas or interests were eliminated simply
because idid not have anawareness othem. In that
context, it seems nainreasonable tassume that any
personnot responding tahe invitationdid not have a
perceived interest.

The President: Hon. member of Council.

Mr Lowey: As he talksabout thelong-term
interests of the business schoahd the proposed
university forthat site,canthe Chief Ministerexplain
to the Court why the letter wadated2nd May and

replies had to be in by 14th May? Twelve days seems a

very urgentreview, andputting in the final paragraph
that a silence woulle ‘anil return’. And is the Chief
Minister satisfiedthat thefuture of the Nunnerycould
be resolved by chiafxecutivesSince wherhavechief
executives, and not politiciariseen the party foideas
and future usageof publicly-owned land? | thought
chief executivescarried out the instructions otheir
ministers or departments.

The President: Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill:  In answer tothe first comment,
Mr President,about theperiod of consultation time -
12 days, | thinkhe hon.membersaid - | amsure that
if any person whoreceivedthat letterhad, in fact,
replied and said, ‘Yes, there may be an interest’ or
registeredsome sort of holdindetter, then that, in
effect, wouldextendthe consultatiorperiod. It was a
trawl throughchief executive®f otherdepartments of
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government to find out what the thinking in otteeeas
was. So, | am quite sure that the period of time that the
hon. memberalludes towas not aguillotine that
would, in fact, cut off input from all othedepartments,
but maybe it was an incentive to get peoplethink
about the subject.

With regard to théunction of chief officers,yes, |
certainly agreavith the hon.member: itis politicians
who decide policy; it is politicians who make the
decisions onpolicy and finance issues in thishon.
Court. And | amsure thatwhen ascheme or when a
series ofideas - astrategy - for theNunnery estate is
arrived at, produced by officers of governmemtduced
by the InternationalBusinessSchool, it will bethere
for politicians to consider, to throw out, to amend or to
change depending orwhat hon.members say at that
time. So, | certainly only see the chigfficers’ interest
in all of this as aool to helpus make thoselecisions
for the people of the Island.

The President: Hon. member of Council.

Mr Lowey: Would the Chief Minister notgree
that theNunnery estatand adjacentandsare not just
another piece of real estate that is ripedevelopment?
And | am alarmad to heathe Chief Minister say that
the InternationalBusinessSchool at theNunnery then
has its ownrequirementsnet. Therest of theestate,
implicit in his reply, could bebroken upinto nice,
neat little parcelsand beland bankedand ripe for
development. If that is theiew of the Chief Minister,
then | thinkthe sooner wéave adebate inthis Court
to find out the properuse ofthat estateand adjacent
lands the better. Would you nagreethat theNunnery
is a specialcaseand is not just another piece ofeal
estate ripe for development?

The President: We have tried to avoid the
debate withsuccinct supplementaries,fe can.Chief
Minister.

Mr Corkill: Mr President, llike manypeople,
| suppose, on thigsland, dothink of the Nunnery
estate as a special place. | am vglsasedhat it is no
longer in private ownership,because we amow in a
position to starttalking about some of these issues
that the honmember hasaised. Weshould beaware,
of course, thatertain curreniplanning approvals do
exist on the estate that were putplace by a previous
owner, so in relation to planning issub&reare some
current planning permissions thatre valid there and
they may play a partin the thinking of the
International Business School, begrtainlythe largest
part of theestate istruly openspace, it iswonderful
parkland, and it has a great amenity value topiple
of the Isle of Man,even if it is only visual, and so
there are issues alsoregarding access tahat open
parkland. 1hope that thechief officers are putting
together theoptions -putting together somepotential
visions -for the wholeNunnery estatehat, in due
course, members dhis hon. Court will beable to
deliberate upon. And it is no further down ttoad than
that. So, | hope the hon.member of Council,

Mr Lowey, does not think that somethingbehind
closed doors igjoing onhere;the whole processwill
be very open and transparent, sir.

Government Employees —
Abolition of Weekly Cheques —
Question by Mr Houghton

Question 4. The hon. ember forDouglas North
(Mr Houghton) to ask the Minister for the Treasury:

(@)} Does yourdepartmentintend to abolish
the weekly issuing ofgreen cheque
payments to government employees
which currently permits the option of
encashment at a Post Office counter; and

2 if so, why?

The President: The hon.member for Douglas
North, Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The President: On this occasion, | call on the
Minister for the Treasury, Mr Bell, to reply.

Mr Bell: Mr President,the Whitley Council,
after extended and extensive negotiation,dgasedthat
payment to Whitley Council employees should be
made on anonthly, ratherthan a weeklybasis. The
consequence of thigill be that after a datewhich has
yet to be finalised,weekly paychequeswill no longer
be issued to existing employees covered by the Whitley
Council Agreement.From 1st April 2002, all new
employeescovered bythat agreementwill be paid
monthly by theBankers’AutomatedClearing System.
This agreementdoes not cover all weekly-paid
employeesandtherefore it isnot the intention of the
Treasury, at this time, tabolish the weeklyssuing of
cheques for weekly paput it will review the position
periodically, taking into account theteps takeroy the
other negotiating bodies in relation to the movement of
staff from weekly to monthly pay.

The President: Hon. member Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. Can
the hon. Mnister for the Treasuryexplain whether, in
fact, his department has consulted with those
employeesthemselves, nojust through the \hitley
Council body, and if so, what was the result, sir?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Bell: Mr President, it isnot the rdle of
Treasury to interfere imegotiations with théVhitley
Council and those people it represents.

The President: Hon. member for Ayre.
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Mr Quine: Is the Treasury minister aware
whether or not there has been any consultation with the
Post Office in respect ofthis matter? Obviously, if
these type of paymentsenot to go through th&ost
Office, there isgoing to be adeficit on the social
balance for Post Office activities.

Mr Houghton: Hear, hear.
The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Bell: 1 am not aware ofany negotiations
with the Post Office, Mr President.

Euro Currency — Introduction —
Question by Mr Waft

Question 5. The honmember of the Council
(Mr Waft) to ask the Minister for the Treasury:

(1) What governmentsystemsare now in place
which will provide for the introduction of the
euro into the Island;

(2) how many banksre presently offeringeuro

accounts;

(3) what discussiondiave takenplace with the

businesssector with regard to the impact of

the euro;

under what terms and conditions will the

Island join the euro;

@)

what information and education does the
governmentintend to make available to the
public prior to the introduction of the euro;

©)

©)

will the Island be producing its own euro
notes and coinage for use on the Island;

(7) what will be thdead-in timefor acceptance of
the euro; and

(8) what effecwill the resultinginability of the
United Kingdom to control its own interest
rate have on the Island?

The President:
Mr Walft.

Hon. member of Council,

Mr Waft: Thank you, Mr President. | beg to ask
the question standing in my name.

The President: Minister for the Treasury,
Mr Bell, to reply.

Mr  Bell: Mr President, my predecessor
announced inhis March 1998 budget speechthat
government’'sinternal accountingarrangements had
been changed so as to make it possible, in ncasgs,
to pay in euroto settle amountsdue to government,

with effect from 1st January1999. Since thenguro
notes, euro cheques anceuro bank transfers have
generally beeraccepted;euro coins are not accepted
becausethe banks will not allow them to bpaid
across their counters — a banking policy common to all
foreign currency.The present accounting treatment of
any euro transactioneeflects the euro’s status as a
foreign currency, and to ensure the consistency of
treatment across government, the arrangements,
together with government’s daily euro currency
exchangerate, are displayed inthe corporatepublic
folders of government e-mail systems.

In addition tovariouspapersandbriefing sessions
in July last year, Treasury issueda 53-page euro
reference handbook toall boards, departments and
statutoryboardsfor their guidance. Atthe sametime,
an internal euro computer project was initiated to
sweep up any existing or proposed computer
applications thatare not already being addressed.
Amongst many other matters, th€reasury euro
reference handbook advisesthat where computer
systemsare being upgradedall departmentsvill build
in euro compatibility where that representssalue for
money. All governmentdepartments have adfficer
with whom contact is maintainaggardingthe euro. It
is for each department t@nsure eurccompatibility
within the policyguidelines foreach oftheir systems,
be they electronic ormanual. Treasury is currently
proceeding with the development and phased
installation of anew accountingand management
system toreplacelegacysystemsinstalled in the mid-
1970s. Treasury has ensuredthat the new systems’
functionsextend to beyonglust treating theeuro as a
foreign currency: if the UK Governmentproceeds to
phase thre@f monetaryunion, thenew systemswill
allow for dual currencyaccounting forany transitional
period after exchangeates betweenthe euro and
sterling are locked and fdie full operation of thesuro
as the principalcurrency of government financial
systemsthereafter.That reflects our presentposition.
Whilst the UK’s adoption of the euro awaits
determination, ware ensuring that we do all wean,
consistent with value for money, to ensure that
government is fully prepared.

Although the exact number of banks presently
offering euro-denominatedaccounts is not known,
following an impromptu survey of the main higtreet
banks, it hasbeen establishethat the majority of
banks on thdsland providedeposit accounts in euro,
and that a small numbermrovide currentaccount
facilities with chequebook and debit cards. There are
also agreatmany licensedinstitutions onthe Island
providing private banking services, and thesk often
have provision for euro accounts forsaving and
investment purposes.

The euro has been atransacting currency for
several years now and Hasen asubject fordiscussion
betweengovernmentand business, botHormally and
informally, for several yearslonger. Members will
recall the Treasury report of March 1998, ‘A Review of
European Economic and Monetary Union and its
Implications’, which dealt with the issues of interest to
the business comunity. Theintroduction ofthe euro
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has gone smoothly. Owwn privatesector haglearly

dealt with its introduction verywell and made the
necessarychanges tobusiness systemssettlement
systems, invoicing ethodsand soon. Obviously,
should the eureoeplacethe pound, thertherewill be

much more forbusiness to dand much more to
discuss formally with business and, indeed, other
sections of the community tdouild up to its
introduction.

Should the Island at sastage irthe future adopt
the euro, it will bebecausehe UK hasdonelikewise;
the Isle of Manwould not be joiningmonetaryunion
as a separateolitical entity, so | am notlear as to
what the honmember has in mind whereferring to
terms and conditions of entry.

It is anticipatedthat much of theeducational and
information materialdor the Island, shouldthe euro
comeinto beinghere, would behat made available
from the UK Governmentand relatedsources.There
exists already ateam of officers within Treasury
keeping abreast ofall aspects of economic and
monetary union in Europ@ndthis teamwould take a
lead r6le in the information disseminatiorprocess.
Precisely whatwould be undertakenhas yet to be
formulated, but public seminars, leafletqrochures,
the Internet and media carpaigns would all feature
prominently. TheRepublic of Ireland has already
undergonehis processandtheir approachand use of
different mediafor the dissemination of information
have alreadypeen noted byur Treasuryteam,and the
lessons from theirsuccessful campaigrwill be
invaluable.

My predecessorannounced inhis March 1998
budget speecthat Treasuryhadapproved aset of six
denominations of euro governmerdtes,available, if
needed, ashort notice, toreplacethe existing Manx
Government notes. Precious  metal Manx
commemorative eura@oins have been issued in the
past, and if it is economic to dcso, nodoubt base
metal versionsfor use in daily circulation, will be
readily available whenneeded. Wilst | am talking
about our currency, | would like to take the
opportunity to clarify ondinancial aspect. Theresent
Manx currency our notesandour coins -is simply a
form of substitute sterling: idisplaces UKsterling
which would other circulatehere inthe Island. We are
not in a positionyet to obtain allnecessary approvals
to ensure that we can, in futuiesue Manxeuro as a
form of substitute euro which would otherwise
circulatehere inthe Island. This is simplybecause of
the UK Government's presergtance onthe euro at
stage twoof monetaryunion, and we cannotprogress
the mattemuntil they move to stage three. If the UK
were to adopt the euro and we issued Manx euro, we are
in the fortunate positioof being able taedeemall of
our sterling-based Mnx currency.The issueproceeds
of any Manxeuroissue would,just like thepresent
sterling issue, stahere to banvested by Treasury to
provide for the issue’s ultimatefuture redemption.
Countries within monetary union would, nodoubt,
have different arrangementsbut those arrangements
would only apply to the ‘in’ countriesand not to us
with our substitute euro issue.

On the matter ofead-intime, | can advisethat
there is noset time for transition; however, an
illustrative changeovetimetable hadeenproduced by
the United Kingdom Treasurywhich the Isle of Man
Treasury accepts as being credifilbis period is some
34 to 40 months from thdate the United Kingdom
Governmentecides tohold a referendum,and can be
broken down into: 4 months’ preparation for the
referendum inthe United Kingdom; 24 to 30months
post-referendunand transition, allowing government,
businessand residentstime to prepare;and up to 6
months’ dual circulation of currencies.

As the final part of the questionrecognises,
adoption ofthe single currency means the loss of
national control ofmonetarypolicy andhenceinterest
rates. Arguably this is the biggestuse of concern for
opponents of the euro. For the Isle of Man, whdobs
not havecontrol over interest rates, thehange is one
whereinone external determininguthority is replaced
by another. The issue themwhetherthis will produce
better or worse monetapolicy from a Britishand, if
different, an Isle of Maperspective. Thanswer is not
an easyone toprovide. Onecould argue, for instance,
that UK monetary policy has oftdead tointerestrate
levels that were not particularly suitable for local
economic circumstances; sgould a rateset by the
European Central Bank necessarily beany less
appropriate? Sanany considerations coménto play
here as tanake a definitive respondgepossible. So
much woulddepend orthe proficiencywith which the
EuropeanCentralBank conductsamonetarypolicy and
how convergent our own economy is with those of the
key economies of Germanyrance and the United
Kingdom. This matter of convergence is, of course, the
key on which the United Kingdoimas saidt will base
its ultimate decision onwhen to hold a national
referendum on whether to adopt the euro.
mener of Council,

The President: Hon.

Mr Waft.

Mr Waft: Thank you, MrPresident. Thankou,
minister, for that comprehensive reply. Just a couple of
small queries. With regard to tianx euronote, | am
conscious of thefact that the European eurchas a
number of securityffeaturesbuilt into it, which are
quite comprehensive, toavoid forgery et cetera; |
wondered if wewere tohavethe same securitielsuilt
into our note. And what has been the overall cost up to
now for the introduction of theuro on thdsland, and
what does he envisage?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Bell: Yes, MrPresident, it isalmostcertain
that thestructure ofany Manxeuro note, should it
comeinto play, will bebasedexactly on thesecurity
standardsvhich existfor the euro throughout therest
of Europe. As tahe overallcost, Mr President, | do
not have that figure to hand.
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The President: We turn, then, toquestion 6,
and I call on . .. Hon. memberfor Douglas West,
Mr Downie, still relating to question 5.

Mr Downie: Yes. At present, within the
EuropeanCommunity and those countrieswho are
signed up to the euro, thete is common; it is only
the coins thatiffer from country to country. This has
been an issue that has been under much discumsibn
in fact, could the Treasuryinister confirmthat: if the
UK were to gointo the euro, the Britistpound as it
was would disappearaltogether;there would be no
identity on the notes;and there wouldonly be an
identity of that country’s involveent with theeuro on
their coinage?

The President: Minister.

Mr Bell: Yes, Mr President, that iclearly the
case atthe moment,and | think | did touch on the
point during my reply thatvhilst that is the situation
right throughout Europeandobviously will apply to
the United Kingdom, wehaveyet to get clarity and
confirmation thatthe Isle of Man, ineffect, will be
able to steputsidethat agreemenandhave a locally-
based Manx euro.

Minimum Wage —
Question by Mr Henderson

Question 6. The hormember forDouglas North
(Mr Henderson) to askhe Minister for Trade and
Industry:

In the light of the UK national minimum wage
increase will you be —

(1) reviewing the Manx situation; and

(2) looking at ways ophasingin, over aperiod
of time, a £5.00per hour Isle of Man
minimum wage?

The President: Hon. member for

North, Mr Henderson.

Douglas

Mr Henderson: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: This time theanswer is in the
hands of the Minister for Trade and Industry,
Mr Downie.

Mr Downie: Thank you, Mr President. The
United Kingdom’s Minimum Wage Act came into
force in April 1999, andthe Isle of Man Nhimum
Wage Act at thdeginning of thisyear, onlst January
2002. Both Acts provide for a range ofmmum wage
rates to beset by regulation, but the groupswich
rates apply differ between the two countries: for
example, the mairadult rate inthe United Kingdom
only covers workers aged 22 and over, but in the Isle of

Man the adult rateapplies from theage of 18. The
adult rate ofminimum wage inboth the Isle of Man
andthe United Kingdom is currentlyset at £4.20 an
hour.

In April 2001,the UK Governmentannounced the
rates which weréo apply from October2001 andalso
a further increase tocome into effect from October
2002; these latedhcreaseswill involve an extra 10
pence perhour on existing rates. In terms of
consideration of changes the Isle of Man rates, the
Act requiresthat anyamendmentequiresthe Treasury
and ourselvesto consult with aminimum wage
committee, which is to consist of andependent
chairmanand four membersdrawn equally from both
employer and employee organisations. We shall be
taking steps shortly to establish this committee, but in
the meantime itwould not be appropriate for me to
prejudice their work by anticipating any
recommendationshey may make. | wouldhowever,
say that in my opinion itwould not be fair to
employers if we were to raise ominimum wage rates
before even 12 months have expired,nor without
giving them a certain amount of notice.

The President: menber for
North.

Hon. Douglas

Mr Henderson: Thank you, Mr President. |
thank theminister for his answer,but would he agree
with me that, seeing that he is sooncernedabout
boosting employee confidence these days, announcing a
review of our minimum wage inthe light of the UK
increase would be a good wiyward, and that in fact |
am notseeking tohave it introducedright away, but
even asignal that areview was underway would be
good? Also, would he agree with me that this
committee should béormed assoon as possible, and
that one of the first tasksicumbent on itshould be
with regard to reviewing our minimum wage currently?

The President: Minister.

Mr Downie: Yes, | ampleased toinform the
hon. membethat theminimum wage comriitee is in
the process of being established, and this was
introducedinto our legislation whiclwas putthrough
by the hon. membesf Council, MrLowey, while the
Bill was passing throughegislative Council. Sothat
is the mechanism folooking at this issueand the
recommendations wilbe coming toTynwald Court at
the appropriatetime, with aview to having our new
minimum wage introduced by January of next year.
of Council,

The President: menber

Mr Delaney.

Hon.

Mr Delaney: Thank you, MrPresident. In the
initial answer, the ministeindicatedhis unwillingness
to upsetemployers bylooking for an increasebefore
12 months were u@nd theunfairness itmight create.
Would the minister, like mehaveconcernthat in the
answer hehas givenalready,the minimum that the
lowest paid workers in this Island canexpect as a
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guaranteed income would only bess than £4 aveek,
working on a proposed British - if we follow them like
we did the last time - 1Ppence pehourincrease?.ess
than £4for anincrease inthe basiovage ofthe lower
paid: would thagive the ministerconcern? Andvould
he have concern for tlmployees generally, agell as
the employers?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Downie: | fully take on boardthe comments
that the honmember hasnade,but this is adecision
that was made by Tynwaldourt; this is therocedure
that we now follow -

Mr Delaney: By some members in Tynwald
Court.
Mr Downie: Well, the majority rules, | am

afraid, hon. member —
Mr Delaney: | agree with that.

Mr
majority.

Downie: Here we have to stick to the

Mr Delaney: The majority. . .

Mr Downie: That is the processthat we must
go down. Weare looking at puttingthe committee
together now and making the necessary
recommendations to this Court at a later time.

Mr Delaney: Look forward to it.

The President:
Mr Cannan.

Hon. member for Michael,

Mr Cannan: Mr President, thank you.
Notwithstanding the arguments abdbe amount of
the minimum wage, will the minister give an
unequivocal assurandbat his department isable to
processand administerclaims already submittedunder
the current minimum wage rate?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Downie: | have noideawhat claimshave
alreadybeensubmitted, hon. member, but if youill
be kind enough téorward them tome, | will be more
than pleased to investigate them and get back to you on
that issue. | am not aware of any claim thapénding.
(Interjection by Mr Cannan

The President: Hon. member for Onchan,
Mr Karran.
Mr Karran: Eaghtyranewould the minister not

agree that when we state thaag believe ima caring and
prosperous society, and that ae going for a society
that is inclusive, noexclusive, itis a liability on us
everymember ofthis hon.Housewhen wethink that
it is quite all right to have aminimum wage ofless

than £5 an hourMr Delaney: Hear, hear.) which
does not even reflect what we have to pay inptfiate
sector foraccommodation afar asrental isconcerned,
working a 40-houmveek? And wll he go back to his
departmenBindsee, as a matter afrgency, that it is
put up, inorderthat we have aninclusive, not an
exclusive, society that only loolkafterthe onesection
of the community?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Downie: As | indicated inmy earlieranswer
to the hon. member of Council, Mr Delaney, this issue
is now covered by statute; thesea propermrocess that
we must go through. My owipersonalview, and not
one of government, is thatbelieve in afree market,
and if you seewhat is happening irthe workplace at
the presenttime, it is the free markets that are
attracting thepeople. | donot really believethat there
are significant numbers - or many numbers pedple
who are actually being paid the minimum wage. It was
introduced inline with the UK as asafetynet, as it
were, but we know - wheard inthe precedingdebates
when the legislation was going through - tttadre are
some peopleon thelsland who would be happy to
work for a minimum wage rate, particularly those
working in a rural environment where their
employment is very much onfeendshipsort of basis
andwherethey arelooking after the cornershopfor a
couple ofhours. The other thing would say to hon.
members is that weeed to bevery, very careful that
we do not go down aparticularroute where we are
determining ratesof pay here that are not really
achievable. So we have agreed, urldgislation, to set
up this committee; my wish is that we get amd get
the committee set up, we let themave dialogue and
consultation with thearious bodiesandthen the new
minimum wage carcome backonto this floor.And |
am sure itis going to beanother veryinteresting
knockabout debate, Mr President.

The President: | appreciatethe interest,hon.
members, but let us try not to get intalebate Hon.
member for Rushen, Mr Gill.

Mr Gill: Thank you, Eaghtyrane. W the
minister acceptthat following theintroduction of the
minimum wage,there was ncevidence ofwidespread
loss of jobs as had been predicted in some quarters?

A Member: Hear, hear.
The President: Minister.

Mr Downie: Yes. Well, 1would just like to
remind thehon. questionetthat | was not the minister
at the time, and | am preparexdlook at it with afresh
view when the committee reports at the end of the year.
of Council,

The President: menber

Mr Lowey.

Hon.
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Mr Lowey: Thank you. Wuld the minister not
agreethat theTreasuryfigures —the statisticsof low
pay — show thathere are 1,600 peopleearning less
than £4 an hour on the Islaniio Members: Hear,
hear.) and there are 3,000 people - whichis a
significant number - earning legan £5 arhour? And
that is from the Treasury’s own statistics.

Mr Delaney: Figures.

The President: Minister.

Mr Downie: Yes, | can assurethe hon.
questioner that those figuresll be takeninto account
when the committee is assessintie situation and

coming forward with its recommendations.

The President:
Mr Delaney.

Hon. member of Council,

Mr Delaney: Mine dealswith part (1) of the
question: when he takeésto considerationthe matter
raised by my colleague, Mr Lowey, on the numbers of
people on the minimum wage in the Isle of Mail
the minister alsdear inmind that a number of those
people live incouncil housesand have already been
notified virtually that the increase in their counahts
is going to be more than what they can expect from the
minimum wage income?

The President: Minister.

Mr Downie: Yes, | take orboardwhat thehon.
member has saidyut | would also ask him toaccept
that if you do go out into the jobs market, you will see
that there are very few people, inreal life, actually
being paid the minimum wage.

Mr Delaney: You have just had the number
from my colleague.

Mr Downie: Well, | would takeissue with the
hon. member. We will wait and see —

Mr Delaney: They are government figures.

Mr Downie: - what thecommittee looks at; the
jobs market and what people aad is amoving feast.
We have only got to seghat a newcompany that was
heralded agzoming into the Isle oMan - aneating
house - wasdvertising for staff irthe newspaper, and
my understanding of the situation -

Mr Delaney: Kentucky Fried Chicken.

Mr Downie: - is that it was difficultfor them to
get staff becausethey were not paying what was
thought to be the going rate in the Isle of Man. So -

Mr Delaney: So they are going to shiptheir
workers in.

Mr Downie: - we will have tolook at this
situationand as lIsaid, the rmimum wage provides a
safety net; it does n@rovide a basifor all employees
in the Isle of Man for their pay.

for a final
questioner,

return
original

President: |
the

The
supplementary  to
Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, Mr President.
Would the minister agree, though, that infigures
recently circulated to this parliament from my
questionsearlierthis year, thesituation with the low
pay and nminimum wage is actually worse than what
hasbeenalluded tothis morning, and that in fact 60
per cent ofisle of Man employeeare paidbelow the
government’saveragewage figure, and that indeed a
review of the wholesituation isneeded?And can he
confirm what hesaid earlierabout areview for next
January,because ifthat is correct,then that isgood
news for the low-paid of this Island%hd also could he
confirm that, atpresent, thecurrent minimum wage
will only allow somebody £164 or so a week?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Downie: Yes. | cannot confirm the amount
to the hon. questioner; | think that would be
inappropriate athis time. Iwould just ask thehon.
member to support thepirit of thelegislation. Let us
get the committee set up, through his own
organisation, theTransport and General Vérkers’
Union (A Member: Hear, hear.)and other people
involved; they will have anopportunity to discuss
these issuesand then, when the final figure is
announced, | ansure it is going to make avery
interesting debate on the floor of this hon. Court.

Mill Road, Peel — Provision of
Lorry Park — Question by Mrs Hannan

Question 7. The honmember for Peel (Mrs
Hannan) to ask the Minister for Trade and Industry:

Will you provide a lorry park on the land that is in
your ownership off Mill Road, Peel?

The President: Hon. member for Peel.

Mrs Hannan: Thank you, Eaghtyrane. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Trade andndustry,
Mr Downie.

Mr Downie: Thank you, Mr President. have to
advisethe hon. questionerthat the onlyland in the
department'wnership off the Ml Road inPeel has
alreadybeendeveloped and ighe sitefor four small
industrial units, which are all occupied; thus the
department does not own any land offllMRoad,Peel,
that would be suitable for use as a lorry park.
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The President: Hon.
Mrs Hannan.

member for Peel,

Mrs Hannan: Thank you, EaghtyraneCould |
ask the ministerithere is land betweenthe power
station andtheseunits, andthe story is that thidand
belongs to the Department of Trade and Industng, if
it does not, who does it belong to?

The President: Minister.

Mr Downie: Well, | am pleased to advise the
hon. questionetthat from ourinquiries weunderstand
that the undevelopedland in the area to which
Mrs Hannanis probablyreferring is inthe ownership
of either theDepartment olL.ocal Governmenand the
Environment or the Mnx Electricity Authority. The
hon. member for Peel, Ms Hannan,queried land
ownership in this area when she wrote to the
department inJuly 2000. At thattime she wasalso
looking for a site in Peghat would besuitablefor use
as a lorry park. She wasovidedwith a plan showing
the extent of thdand owned bythe department, on
which we hadjust completedour four industrialunits.
The department has met recently with the
commissioners, and they were asked if there wased
or a demand for a lorry park iReel,andtheir priority,
it would seem, was tohave some economic
development inPeeland possibly more units. Now, |
would respectfully suggest to then. membefor Peel
that perhaps this issue would be befiersued between
the Department of Transpahd ourselves, whaeally
are in a better position tprovidelorry parking,which

| think would be beneficial to the environment of Peel.

Pensions, Allowances and Benefits
- Weekly Payments —
Question by Mr Houghton

Question 8. The hormember forDouglas North
(Mr Houghton) to ask theMinister for Health and
Social Security:

Does yourdepartmenintend to continuepayment
of retirement pensions, allowances and benefits by
weekly order at Post Office counters?

The President: Hon. member for Douglas
North, Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The President: On this occasion, | call on the
hon. Minister for Health and Social Security,
Mrs Christian.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, the

straightforward answer to the hon. member for Douglas

North is, 'Yes.” | am sure he is welawarethat the
department iscommitted to offering two payment
options to suit theneeds ofits long-term customers,

and weekly orders encashable atfust Office are one
of thoseoptions. Ican reassurthe hon.member that
the departmenhas no intentiorof discontinuing that
payment methodindeed, it is estimatedthat in the
currentfinancial year the departmentwill issue over
810,000 orders with aapproximatetotal value of £60
million, demonstrating, | am sure tHgon. member
will agree, ahuge commitmentto this payment
method.

The President: Hon. member Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. | am
very gratefulto the hon. ministerfor her encouraging
response this morning.

A Member: Hear, hear.

DHSS Benefits — Pink Cheque
Payments
Question by Mr Houghton

Question 9. The hon. ember forDouglas North
(Mr Houghton) to ask theMinister for Health and
Social Security:

(1) Does you departmentintend to abolish the
issuing of pinkchequepayments tosocial
security beneficiaries in the future; and

(2) if so, why?

The President: Hon. menber for Douglas
North, Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The President: Yes. Minister for Health and
Social Security.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, again tan assure
the hon.memberthat my departmentas no plans to
abolish theissuing of cheque payments to social
security beneficiaries.This method of paymentwill
allow customers thdlexibility to cashtheir cheques
either atthe bank or thePost Office, and in the last
year was used byover 17,000 people,jnvolving in
excess of 180,000 cheques, #mount obenefit being
paid by this method being just under £23.5 million.

The President: Hon. member.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresidentOnce
again | am verygrateful on behalf ofthe many
communities in the Island which we aéipresent. Can
| ask the hon. ministaf she will kindly statewhether
her departmentwould be willing to promote this
service to encourage more users of FRaffice counters
throughout the Island, sir?

The President: Minister to reply.
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Mrs Christian: Mr President, thedepartment's
position on theuse of thecheques andhow they are
cashed isneutral. Webelieve that it is up to the
department to offeoptions toour customerand it is
up to them to determine how they want to obthiair

benefits. The hon. member, | know, has an interest in

the promotion ofthe Post Office. The department's
policy on both ordersind chequess, as | sayheutral.
The department is conscious of the value of
community PostOffices, and if government policy
were to determinethat my departmentshould have
other than aneutral stancethen obviously wewould
have to take that into consideration.

The President: Mr Speaker.

The Speaker: Thank you, MrPresident. As the
minister hasndicated,there is a departmentgblicy,
and not anoverall governmenpolicy, in relation to
these matters. Does tha@nister, whendetermining the
department’'olicy, takeinto accountthe impact of a
change of policy on ensuringthat Post Offices
throughout thdslandsurvive, as theresentpolicy is
striving towardscentralisationAnd could the minister
advisewhether omnot that issue is aaverridingissue
with regard totheir department? Inother words, the
issue of helping to sustain thefrastructure ofPost
Offices Mr Houghton: Hear, hear.Xhroughout the
Island, which then has knock-oneffect of sustaining
the individual retail sectorthroughout the Isle of Man
and other sectors in those areas outside of Douglas.

Mr Houghton: Hear, hear.

The President: | will allow that supplementary
to be addedbut | would point out that it is noteally
attached to the question on the order paper.
Mrs Christian.

Mrs Christian: Mr Presidentperhaps | was in
error in introducing the opportunity; however, lwill
answer the question. Thedepartment's policy is
currently neutral. | am consciouhat the PostOffice
has haddiscussionsvith the Council of Ministers and
no doubtwill come back tahe Council of Ministers
with its proposalsfor the future.At that time the
whole issue will be reconsidered.

Diabetes —
National Service Framework —
Question by Mr Singer

Question 10. The honmember for Ramsey
(Mr Singer) toask the Ministeffor Healthand Social
Security:

Has your department formulateddiabetesational
service framework? If so, when is it to be introduced?

The President: The hon.member forRamsey,
Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Again, the answer is in the
hands of the Minister for Health and Social Security.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, théion. member
will be aware of anumber of nationalservice
frameworks being developed bythe Department of
Health in England which incorporastandardsovering
the prevention,identification and management of
specific conditions fodifferent patient groupsnd care
settings; onesuch framework is that relating to
diabetes. Interms of formulating theequivalent of a
diabetes national service framework for the Isle of Man,
this has been the subject of detailed discussions
involving the consultant diabetologistnd one of our
public health consultantsThe view hasbeen taken
that, for the immediate and medium term, the
importantand relevant aspects dhe framework and,
indeed, other evidence-basedesourcesas theywould
apply in the Isle ofMan, should beidentified and
implemented. A working groufo discuss thesessues
is in the process of beingstablished. \Wilst | am not
in a position, at present, to advise wheloaally-based
framework islikely to be introduced, itis recognised
that certain aspects othe nationalframework have
alreadybeenaddressed improvision of thisimportant
area of healthcare on the Island.

The President: Hon. member Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Can | thank the hon. ministéor a
positive answer,but can | just concentrate on one
particular section of whatould bewithin the diabetic
framework? Isthe ministerawarethat probably 10 per
cent of diabetics require treatment for diabetic
retinopathy every year and that this conditaam cause
blindness because of retimidtachment? Ithe minister
also awarethat if detectedearly enough, thecondition
is preventablausing laser treatment? I§o, would the
minister agreethat a nationaframeworkfor diabetics,
when it is introducedn thelsland, shoulchave avery
early commitment -n fact, perhapshat commitment
could bemadebefore the framework is adopted - and
that it shouldensurethat every diabeticover 12 is
targetedfor retinal screeningannually, so that the
deterioration can be detected early?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, onef the main
areas of concern on the Islaisdhe issue of uniformity
of screeningand testing for eyesight,and | am quite
sure that inthe formulation of the nationadtrategy
indeedany recommendationg/hich may comeforward
before a national framework fire Islands established
will be in thatarea,and Iwould certainlylook to the
clinicians in that area for their recommendations.

The President: Mr Singer.
Mr Singer: Could | ask the minister if she

knows what proportion of thisland’s known diabetics
are seenannually at thediabetic clinic? Does the

TQ 98



TYNWALD COURT, TUESDAY, 21ST MAY 2002

minister notagreewith me that it is tochaphazard to
rely on diabeticsmaking their ownarrangementsvith
opticiansfor a retinalscreeningand that arrangements
should bemadefor an annuatetinal screeningvia the
diabeticclinic andRamsey Cottagélospital, andthen
the eye specialistwould view the photographs of the
retinal images todetect any changes and treat
accordingly?

The President: Minister.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, | do nobave the
statistics whichthe hon. member hasaskedfor in
terms of the numbeof people whovisit the diabetic
clinic, but of coursethe diabeticclinic is not the only
place where diabetiege seerandtreated;they dohave
access to their GPs.

The hon.member hagaisedconcernsabout the
screening programme faliabetics inrelation to their
eyesight. | said earlier, MPresident, anevould simply
repeat, that | believthat, in terms of coming up with
the appropriate framwork for the Isle of Man,these
matters will be considered andecommendationsnade
by the working group which is looking intthese
issues.

Mr Delaney: Point of order, Mr President.
The President: Hon. member Mr Delaney.

Mr Delaney: | notice in the standingorders,
when circulatingwritten answers, weare now getting
two copies of answers to questions. Isthere an
alteration in the answecpuld you ask, MrPresident,
or has the minister developed a stutter?

The President: Hon. member, lam sure that
will be sortedout. At this stage Icannottell you; I
have not had the chance to look at my own papers.

Noble’'s Hospital — Non-Urgent
Admissions Cancelled in TT Period —
Question by Mr Henderson

Question 11. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) toask the Ministerfor Health and
Social Security:

(1) Will you make a statement irelation to the
cancellation ofall local Isle of Man non-
urgentadmissions,encompassing alélective
admissions, dapatientappointmentsand any
other areas that may becancelled, to the
Island’s generalhospital for the 2002 Isle of
Man TT fortnight from 24th May to 8tbune;
and

(2) canyou confirm orotherwise thatthis was
mainly done for ‘the perception and added
attention and publicity’ as stated by your
hospitals manager in the Isle of Maness on
10th May 20027

The President: Hon. menber for Douglas
North, Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Now, hon. membershefore |
invite the Mnister for Health and Social Security to
respond tothis question, | would point out the
similarity betweenl1l, 12 and 13 andthe written
answers which have been submittdicbady. Be careful,
when framingsupplementaries, that wdo not stray
into debates. Minister to reply.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, | am happy to
make the statememwtlledfor by the hon. member. |
confirm that, consistent witlpracticeover very many
years, it hadeendeterminedhat, during the period of
this year'sTT, it will be appropriate toassume that
therewill be a significantincrease inthe number of
people requiring either energency treatmentat, or
emergency admissia, Noble’s Hospital. Given this

assumption - and | am sure most people would regard it

is as a sound assumption, haviegard tothe perhaps
30 to 40 per centincrease inthe island’s population
during the fortnight, mainly comrising motorcyclists
of various nationalities - hospitananagement has
concludedthat it would be inappropriate tesimply
commit thefacilities of the hospital inignorance of
that TT festivalandits potentialconsequencefor the
hospital services. Thushospital nanagement has
decided that elective that is: non-urgent — admissions
to the hospitalshould bepostponed forthe period of
the festival. Whilst lwould havepreferredthe decision
to have beemadeearlier so as to avoithaving to
cancel pre-arranged adissions, | am nonetheless
content with the fundamentgfinciple which, as | say,
simply reflects the historical position. It would be
naive, Mr President, not to say somewhat
irresponsible, toexpect that the unique surge in
potential demand during this fortnigbould beplanned
to be accommodatedvithout someadjustment in the
normal pattern of day-to-day hospital busindssally,
let me clarify, however, that there will @ disruption
to the normalpattern ofout-patient clinics as result
of the TT Festival.

The President: Hon. member Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, MrPresident. Will
the ministeragreethat the normalpracticeover other
years has been tecaleoperations downnot to cancel
everything inits entirety?And could the ministeralso
confirm thatthe usualpractice atour Island’s general
hospital is that no staff leave ggantedover those two
particular weeksindthat the hospital, ifact, runs on
maximum complement?

The President: Minister to reply.
Mrs Christian: Mr President, itdepends how

far one goes back in term$what thecancellations are
in terms of theTT period. |think that it is entirely
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responsible of themanagementand the staff at the
hospital tomake theirrisk assessment as to what is
appropriate forthis time. The issue ofwhether staff
cannot go onleave is commonly known. It is
necessary that we make sure that we are ahpeotade
appropriate services during this period, bothvisitors
andour localpopulation, in theway thatthe hospital
management deems most appropriate.

Noble’s Hospital —
Operations Cancelled in TT Period
— Question by Mr Henderson

Question 12. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) toask the Ministerfor Health and
Social Security:

What is the impact afancelledoperationsfor two
weeks during the TTortnight likely to bein terms of
waiting-list managementand, importantly, for those
people whahave beerwaiting someconsiderabletime
and who may be suffering severe pain and discomfort?

The President: Hon. member for Douglas
North, Mr Henderson.
Mr Henderson: Mr President, | had a

supplementary for question 11, please, sir.
The President: Question 12, sir.

Mr Henderson: | begleave toask thequestion
standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Healthand Society
Security.

Mrs Christian: Mr Presidentpatients who are
classified as ‘urgent’ olemergency’, as isusual, will
be given priorityandclinically assessed oa case-by-
casebasisfor admissionduringthe TT fortnight; this
processhas alreadybegun. Otherwisethe following
patients will be rescheduled: 66 generalsurgery; 11,
medicalscopes; 5pophthalmology; 9, orasurgery; 6,
gynaecology; aotal of 97. Of these97, 50 are day
cases. More than half of these patiehtsse already
been offered alternative adiission dates inthe near
future; this processwill continueuntil all postponed
patients have suitable alternative dates. In general,
waiting-lists, asis usual aroundthe TT period, are
likely to lengthen by a period of up to two weeks in all
specialities, but this mayary in individualcases, for
examplewhere datedave alreadybeencommitted in
advance toother patients! would, however, reiterate
that any patient irseverepain or discomfort should
seek furthermedical advice from his or her general
practitioner inorder todeterminewhether arurgent or
emergencyadmission or appointment igequired, in
which casethis will be reviewed on referral by the
relevantconsultantand will be actioned accordingly,
Mr President.

The President: Hon. member Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, Mr President.
Could the ministerconfirm that, rather than the
anticipated increase ipassengefigures forthis TT in
fact at presentthey are down, and could she confirm
that this move, which affects 882 local residents, is not
necessary and that thssjust ahystericalover-reaction
that could undermine owwmommunity and confidence in
the NHS?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Christian: Mr President,| do not accept
the comment of the hon. member. He is not in the
position of making the decisioand so it isvery easy
to blithely say thathesecancellations shouldot have
taken placel would not presume taell the clinicians
in the hospital how to assess the risks in thasas.
The hon. member has referred to the numberigifors
who are coming; whether or not thaye down, it does
not alter the fact that still very considerable numbers of
people are going to arrive in the Island on highly-
powered motor bikes aritdat there isa risk attached to
that. Thefact is that every yearthis process isgone
through, so it is nohew. What wehave torecognise
and bear in mind is that itis not unusualfor the
processe®f, perhapsslower admissions t@ccur at
various times of theyear: this happens at public
holiday times; it happeran bank holidays; ihappens
through the TTand GrandPrix periods. Butthere are
other times ofvery intensive activity in thehospital,
with the result thatfor example,over thelast year,
there certainlyhasbeen overall aonsiderablencrease
in throughput in thehospitals, which means that
people are being seen, Mr President.

The President: member for

Mr Quine.

Hon. Ayre,

Mr Quine: Yes. Accepting that there was no TT,
of course, last yeawill the ministercirculate uswith
figures in respect ofthe TT fortnight for 2000, in
relation to admissions t@nd treatment atNoble’s
Hospital?

The President: Minister.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, | am nosure in
which areasthe hon. mmber wishegshem, but if he
wants them in allareas, Iwill endeavour to provide
that.

Mr Quine: Visitors in all areas.

Mrs Christian: 1 will
those figures, Mr President.

endeavour to provide

The President: Hon. menber for

Mr Earnshaw.

Onchan,

Mr Earnshaw: Thank you, MrPresident. \Wuld
the ministerfor health agreewith me that, inmany
people’seyes, reschedulingnon-urgent adissions to
hospital during the TT period anounts to good

TQ 100



TYNWALD COURT, TUESDAY, 21ST MAY 2002

managementand common sense,and would the
minister alsoagreethat, in many casesextra efforts
have already been made to deal with admissions prior to
the TT?

The President: | think the minister will
probably say, ‘Yes.” Minister.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, | certainlywill
say, ‘Yes.’

The President: Hon. member for
North, Mr Henderson.

Douglas

Mr Henderson: Thank you, MrPresident. Will
the minister admit that this is the first tinever that
all operationshave beertancelled,and further to that
could she confirm orotherwise that the hospitals
manager isnow running the DHSSand that it is
giving the impression thaperceptionsare running
above our local patients? Amtibesshe not feel, if that
is the case,that we shouldhave some sort of
disciplinary actionput in placeandthat some othese
operations could be put back?

A Member: Hear, hear.
The President: Minister.

Mrs Christian: Mr Presidentno: | objectvery
strongly to the tone used by the hon. membeannot
confirm that this is the first time ever, because | do not
have statistics back to the beginning of thehealth
serviceand the TT's relationship tdt, but | would
doubt that it is thdirst time ever. Iwould also object
to his comment about the hospitatsanager; the
hospitals manager, in conjunction with other
appropriatemembers of staff inhe hospital,came to
this decision. Nor do | accept his —

Mr Henderson: He made a big press statement.

Mrs Christian: - dramatisation of the situation
and his reference ithe media topress announcements,
based perhaps oncomment provided by the hon.
member whoseems tohave access toletters which
circulate inthe hospital ora fairly freerein. So | am
not surprisedthat there is press coverage,which is
generatedwith the assistance athe hon. member, to
disturbandupset local people itonnectionwith the
TT. Perhaps théron. member wouldlike to decide
whether ornot hebelieves we shouldhave TT races,
and then we can athake adecision inrelation tothat,
but whilst we dohave a TT race, it isncumbent on
the hospital’'smanagement, inconjunction with the
medical staff and nursingtaff atthe hospital, tomake
appropriatedecisionsand topick out onemember of
staff and suggesthereshould be disciplinaraction is
not appropriate, Mr President, in these circumstances.

The President: Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, Mr President.
Would the minister agree with me thhere is a better
way of handlingthis, to support ourvery good TT
event, and would she agree with me that, givenfabe
that there is maximum personnel orduty, there is a
better way forward than the current management
strategy?

The President: Minister.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, thdaon. member
hasbeen employed bthe healthserviceand nodoubt
has his own views on howt should be run; | am
content toleave it with thosepeople inpost atthis
time.

Noble’'s Hospital —
Plans to Clear Cancellations Backlog —
Question by Mr Henderson

Question 13. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to ask th#linister for Health and
Social Security:

What plans has yourealth Division put in place
to clear what could be avery substantial backlog of
elective admissionand appointments to thdsland’s
General Hospital as a result ¢he press announcement
in the ManxIndependenthat all such appointments
will be cancelled for the 2002 Isle of Man TT fortnight
and to ensurethat patientwaiting lists do notbecome
even longer as a result?

The President:
North, Mr Henderson.

Hon. menber for Douglas

Mr Henderson: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Health and Social
Security.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, as Indicated in
my previous answer, waiting-lists for non-urgent
admissionsare likely to lengthen, ingeneral,by a
period of two weeks as aesult of thearrangements
introduced for the TT fortnighWhilst the impactwill
vary in terms of the numbers of patieraffected, and
depending onthe speciality, the department will
considerthe introductionof waiting- list initiatives
should waiting-list timesbecome unacceptablpng.
This is a policy which is followed throughout tlyear.
Such initiativesare undertakerfrom time to time
across anumber of specialities as a way adldressing
problem areas.

The President: Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, Mr President. |
welcome the minister's positiveresponse tothat,
especially for anybodwhose condition mayleteriorate
substantially in the extended two weeks.
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The President: Minister, | do not thinkthere is
a reply. If you wish to -

Mrs Christian: No, | will note the hon.
member’'s comment and say thatve alreadgaid that
if a person’s conditiordeterioratesthey shouldtake
advisefrom their GP tosee whethetheir admission
needs to be brought forward.

Abortion —
Expenditure on Counselling —
Question by Mr Lowey

Question 14. The honmember ofthe Council
(Mr Lowey) to ask the Ministefor Healthand Social
Security:

(1) How much hadeen spentor each ofthe last
three years orcounsellingfor people before
and after a termination of pregnancy;

(2 how many individuals have been counselled;

(3) does your department deliver this servitiect
or does it‘farm out’ theseservicesand, if so,
to whom; and

(4) are you satisfied with the services provided?
The President: Hon. member of Council.

Mr Lowey: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: The Minister for Health and
Social Security.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, it isassumedhat
the hon. member, ihis questionjs referringonly to
terminations of pregnancy that tagkace onthe Island
under the Termination of Pregnancy gliical Defences)
Act 1995. This Act, whichcameinto force in the
Island in January1996, placed arequirement on the
department, by way ofregulations, to make
arrangements fahe provision of counsellingervices
to any woman who has toonsiderthe termination of
her pregnancy. This requirement is contained within the
regulations of 1995. Following an extensive
consultation process, AlphaGuidelines and the
department’'sSocial ServicesDivision were identified
as bodies who would be capable ofproviding the
independentcounselling services to be statutorily
available to women under the provisions of the
regulations.

In answer tothe first partof the hon.member's
question, Ican advisethat the additional cost to the
department of mking available counselling services
was £6,000 in each of tlyears ended 31$flarch 2000
and 31st March 2001, with no costs beinincurred
during the yeaended31st March2002. This isdue to
the withdrawal by Guidelines in earB001 because of
the lack of uptake.

Turning to the question of uptake, the hon.
memberwill appreciatethat, in view of the highly
confidential nature ofhis counsellingservice, vith no
personal details or outcome being recorded, Inamin
a position tocomment authoritatively on theumber
of individuals who have beenprovided with the
counselling service.

In relation to thedelivery of service, Ican confirm
that arrangementare in place for counselling to be
provided,whenrequired, byappropriatelytrained staff
employed within the department’s Social Services
Division.

As regardsthe final part ofthe hon. merper's
question, agairbecause othe confidential nature of
this service in relation to outcome, it is difficult for me
to comment on issue®f quality or effectiveness.
Nonetheless, on the basis thatavenot actually had
any concerns or complaints received from women about
the counsellingservice, | must assume that it is
satisfactory.

The President: Hon. member Mr Lowey.

Mr Lowey: | appreciatethe sensitivityand the
confidentiality of the subject. Wuld the minister
confirm thather department’s officermust get some
training in counselling, and could she confirm that that
is a negative, in theense thapro-life or pro-abortion
schools are not given due preference? difiticism that
I have received recently that pro-life seems to be the
dominant factor within the department'scounselling
service; ifthat is notcorrect,then | would hope that
the minister would be able to say so.

The President: Minister.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, the people who
provide a counselling service have to bejualified
counsellorsand therefore understandhow to take a
neutral stance. To my knowledge, certainly, it is not an
instruction from thedepartmenthat there should be
anything other thanma neutral stance in terms of
counselling;however, ifthe hon. merber is able to
provide me with any detailed information outside of the
Court | would be happy to take on board his concerns.

The President: Hon. member Mr Gill.

Mr Gill: Thank you, Eaghtyrane.Can the
minister confirm that counsellingservices soprovided
are by women counsellors only?

The President: Minister.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, Itake note of the
hon. member'scomment. | imaginethey are,but |
could not confirm that that isthe case. lcannot
imagine that men would be used in these
circumstanceshut if they are trainedcounsellors, | do
not see why they could not be —

The President: menter for
South, Mr Cretney.

Hon. Douglas

TQ 102



TYNWALD COURT, TUESDAY, 21ST MAY 2002

Mr Cretney: Yes. Could lask the minister:

does she plan any initiatives, in the future, in terms of

prevention of pregnancy in the first place?
The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Christian: Mr President, thelepartment is
obviously concerned inrelation to family planning
services. It has recently takener thefamily planning
serviceswhereas it contractethiem in the pastAlso,
in terms of thestrategy for the future, | amuite sure
that teenage pregnanciesill be an issue which is
going to be one of the kayparkersand key areas for
consideration.So, yes,the department isconcerned
about advising, as think is the Department of
Education, in terms of sex education and the
appropriatecounsellingfor young people- and older
people - in relation tgregnancy.Clearly, what we
want is pregnancies which are welcomed.

Mr Delaney: Hear, hear.

The President: Hon. memberspefore turning
to the nextquestion, thepoint raised bythe hon.
member Mr Delaney: | artold that the texts of those
two answersare identical. The confusion hasbeen
caused bycertain answerdeing suppliedlate, and it
was thought that thefpad not beencopiedwith the
first batch, hence the duplication.

Smoking -
Ban in Enclosed Public Places —
Question by Mr Walft

Question 15. The honmember ofthe Council
(Mr Waft) to ask the Ministefor Health and Social
Security:

In the interest of public health, when do you
intend to introduce legislation banning smoking in
enclosed public places?

The President: | call on the hon.member of
Council, Mr Watft.

Mr Waft: Thank you, Mr President. | beg to ask
the question standing in my name.

The President: Now, hon. members|, call on
the Chief Minister to reply.

Mr Corkill: Thank you, MrPresident. Iknow

the hon. questioner is interested in this issue. The issue

of the preparation of a tobaccirategycurrently rests
with the Drugand Alcohol StrategyCommittee of the
Council of Ministers,andthe issue of smoking and
passivesmoking in publicplaces wageferred to the
committee following the report of the Special
Committee of thelegislative Council. The strategy,
which will include a consideration ofhe issue of
smoking in public places, is currently in draft
unfortunately | amnot at present able toindicate

exactly when we will bén a positionto bring forward
the strategyPerhaps itwould not be appropriate, in
this answer, for me to anticipate what ts&rategy
might propose, but thdraftis currently being worked
on by theappropriatehealth officials, and | hope the
committee will beable to moveforward with the
tobacco strategy in the near future.

The President: Hon. member Mr Watft.

Mr Walft:
reply.

| thank the ChiefMinister for his

Housing —
All-Island and Local Plans —
Local Authorities etc —
Question by Mr Quayle

Question 16. The hon. mdéer for Mddle
(Mr Quayle) to askhe Ministerfor Local Government
and the Environment:

(1) What is the current timetable for
implementation of theAll-Island Strategic
Plan and the Braddan Local Plan;

(2) what is your department’s definition of
‘affordable homes’and ‘local’, particularly in
relation to the planningcontext, and what
criteria have been considered; and

(3) will your department support thoselocal
authorities who wish to purchase land to
provide adequate public sector housingriieet
the needs of their areas?

The President: The hon. lember for Mddle,
Mr Quayle.

Mr Quayle: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The President: Now we turn to the Minister for
Local Government anthe Environment, hon. member
for Rushen, Mrs Crowe.

Mrs Crowe: Mr President, inanswer topart (1)
of the question, thdraft strategicplan waspublished
for public consultation inJuly last year. Extensive
consultation was undertaken within government
departments, local authorities and organisations

representing all aspects of life on the Island. A series of

public meetings was$eld atvarious locationsaround
the Island. Such was theresponsethat an original
consultation period wasxtendeduntil Septerber. The
timetable is now as follows: thelepartmentwill

consider areport on the representationgeceived and
review the draft strategic plan; once this bagndone,
I would hope that gpublic inquiry can be scheduled
towards the end of this year to considerthe draft
strategicplan and any modifications; thedepartment
will considerany recommendations ithe inspector’s

TQ 103



TYNWALD COURT, TUESDAY, 21ST MAY 2002

report to determinewhether to formally modify the
draft plan; interested parties willen be notified of the
proposed modifications; and after considering any
comments, thelepartment wouldhen move toadopt
the plan, whichwould be placedbefore Tynwald for
approval. Theposition inrespect ofthe Braddan Area
Plan is similar: theadraft plan waspublished in April
2001 and underwent extensigablic consultationthis
has now been analysed and the departm@htconsider

modifications to the draft plan; it is then intended that a

further public inquiry will be scheduledwardsthe end
of the yearand the proceswill then be similar to the
one | have just outlined for the strategic plan.

In answer topart (2) of the questionregarding
‘affordable housing’, in planning terms the provision
of affordablelocal housing follows the&ontext set out
in the centralpolicies of the government, whichere
presented toTynwald in October 2001, and these
recognisethe need to balance the quality of the
environment withthe needs ofresidents orthe Island.
Proposals for developmentmust ensure that the
individual character of our towns and villages is
protectedand enhanced.The housing sectiorof the
strategic plan considersthe provision of affordable
housing in moraletail. Thedepartment, as Aousing
authority, intervenes financially and otherwise to
provide affordable housing. As aplanning authority,
the department’s role is emsure thabpportunities are
createdfor the provision of the right number of new
houses, of the right sorand inthe rightplacesand at

the right time. | reiterate that the planning directorate is

there to act as a facilitator.

Housing policy states thatvhere there is a
demonstrable need for affordableusing of a particular
nature the department will, in theeparation ofdesign
briefs within an area plahave regardo that need and,
in the determination of planning applicationsraspect
of appropriate land which is zoned for housing
development, werequire, by condition, that there
should be an element whietould meet thatneed, at
least in part. However, as in my reply r@spect of the
strategicplan and BraddanArea Plan demonstrates, it

takes time to prepare these plans and take them through

the formalprocesseset out in the Towrand Country

Planning Act of 1999, and it was in recognitiontlois

that 1 moved aresolution onaffordable housing in
January this yea6ince then, thelepartmenthasmade
considerableprogress in clarifyingthe extent of the
needfor local affordable housing, from the review of

both the first-timebuyer registerand the local and
department housing waiting-lists.

In planning termsthe definitionof ‘affordable’ is:
any propertywhich could receivesupport through a
government assistancescheme, house purchase
assistance scheme public sectorrent. Thedefinition
of ‘local’ need ismore complexpatrticularly given the
size of thelsland. Whilst there would be avide range
of housing available throughout thelsland, it is
generally acceptedthat new housing should only be
located where itcan be properly and economically
serviced, where it doat involve excessiveravelling
to or from workandamenities,andwhere it does not
damagethe character,appearance oecology of the

Island. For planning purposefgcal’ would be defined
as: having an association with particular locality
through family or work connections. | decognise the
need tofind suitable sites to meetpecific local need
for affordablehousing,andthat is why thedepartment
is currentlyexamining awide range ofpotentialsites,
as the Chief Ministeexplained inanother placdast
week.

With regard to part (3) of the question,hon.
members othis Court will be wellawarethat | have
askedall local authorities to brindorward any parcels
of land that they mightfeel would besuitable for
housingdevelopmentand aswas statedlast week, we
are currentlyinvestigating or having feasibilitgtudies
on over 50 parcelsf land, some of whichhave been
brought forward by local authorities. Ican therefore
assurethe hon. member that the departmentwill
support the purchase t#nd for public sectorhousing,
subject, of course, tothe planningprocessand the
availability of government funding.

The President: Hon.
Mr Quayle.

menber for Middle,

Mr Quayle: Thank you, MrPresident. Can |
thank the hon. Nhister for Local Governmenand the
Environment for suckomprehensive repliebut could
| ask her, in relation to thBraddanplan, whichbegan
in May 2000 and, as lunderstand itnow, will be
reviewed and isgoing forward until the end of
December2002: would sheagreewith me that this is
an unacceptablelelay? It ishaving a seriouginancial
impact onresidents ofthe parish whofor example,
own a property whichpresently abutdand which is
proposed to beonedfor developmentThis is having
an impact onthe value of their properties, as,
obviously, prospectivepurchasers have beénformed
that areas of landmay be zoned for development -
which is fully acceptable -the period that we are
talking about is going to be aunacceptabledelay.
Could I ask her, then, if she would agree with that?

The President: Minister.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, MrPresident. Iwould
agreethat maybe thdength of timethat these plans
take to progress imthertoo long, but Ido know that
the consultations extensiveandthe workdone in the
department isextensive. | am tryingo progress the
Braddan AredPlan as swiftly as possibly can,and as
for the mention of persons beindisadvantaged by the
fact that theremay or may not bealevelopment close
by, I would not necessarily say that developmeidse
by any property would devalue it.

The President: Hon. member for Middle.

Mr Quayle: Thank you, MrPresident.Further
to the answer that has juséengiven, and in reference
to the All-Island Strategic Plan, after taking into
consideration the comments made by Milllam Gale
QC, who chaired thimquiry conductednto thePort St
Mary Village Plan, that - and | quote - ‘akcceptthat it
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is for the localareaplan process to identifisites to
accommodate new-builesidentialdevelopmentput in
my opinion thestrategicplan shouldprovide clear and
informed guidance as tahe extent ofthe housing
allocation which anarea plan has tolocate and
accommodate’, woulthe ministeragreewith me that
when thedraft All-Island Strategic Planis issuedthis
will be subject to a publienquiry and it will address
this very serious principleghat thedraft strategic plan
will then identify the extent ofhousingland that the
local aregplans will thenhave toaccommodate as and
when theyare reviewed7urther, in relationto the
definition of ‘affordablehousing’, could herdepartment
ensurethat land which is specifically zoned for this
particular regard will bef sufficient size tgust be for
affordable housing, so that we aret going to be in a
situation wherdand that is zonedwill be for far more
expensive houses?

Mr Delaney: Good question.
The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: Regarding thestrategicplan, yes, |
do take into accountall the points that thehon.

member for Middle has made, and indeed these plans are

becomingunwieldy atthe presenttime. The whole
issue ofareaplans is, at thispresenttime, under
review, and certainly the strategigplan is something
that weareworking towardsbringing to the Court as
soon as we possiblgan. With theland zoned for
affordable housing, | dthink it is quite appropriate to
have amix of housing on adevelopment,and not
necessarilyjust one particular type. What we are
looking for is thatwe get enoughaffordable housing
within that mix of properties, and so yes, indeethkk
on board both points. Thank you, Mr President.

The President: Hon. member for Peel,
Mrs Hannan.

Mrs Hannan: Thank you, EaghtyraneCould |
ask the minister if these plarae still within the
timescale of the legislationbecause know for afact
that Peel wasithdrawn because itvas outside the
timescalewithin the legislation and is it within the
resources of her department to progress these plans?

The President: Minister.

Mrs Crowe: Well, it quite clearly is quite
onerous upon the resourceghe departmentwhich is
why | daresaythere issomedelay in bringing these
plans forward. As far as lknow, it is within its
legislative period, but | would say that we daeed to
look at the wholeof the way in whichareaplans are
brought forward, and certainly waust, tobeginwith,
look at thestrategicplan andseehow quickly we can
get that to the floor of this hon. Court.

The President: Hon. member for Ramsey,
Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Can | ask the minister to explain a
little bit further part of heroriginal answer, when she
was talking about the definition, | think, dfocal’ and
the variouscriteria. Takinginto accountthat people
now travel regularly from north to southand south to
north - to work, whatid she mean when shesed the
term ‘travellingexcessively for workunderthe terms
of the criteria?

A Member: Jurby to Douglas.

The President: Minister for Local Government.

Mrs Crowe: Yes, at thepresenttime thereare a
number of discussionsvithin the department. The
housing directoratehas quite clearly identified what
they consider to beélocal’, whereas inplanning terms
that is a slightly different matter, and thaswer Ihave
given you iswhat might be made in aplanning
statement whiclwould accompanylanning approval.
| do take onboardpreciselythe point you are making:
with people travelling in from the south or the north of
the Island, it is verydifficult to define, in a45-mile
radius, what is not ‘local’. It is a difficulty, but for
planning terms, not housing terms, Wwave to more
closely define the term ‘local’, and that is beiwgrked
on at the present moment.

Waste Reduction —
Tax on Plastic Bottles —
Question by Mrs Hannan

Question 17. The hon.member for Peel
(Mrs Hannan) to ask the Ministerfor Local
Government and the Environment:

As part of your policy onwaste is toreduce its
production, will you propose &@&x on plastichottles as
well as plastic bags?

The President: | call on the hon. meber for
Peel.

Mrs Hannan: Eaghtyrane, | bedeave toask the
question standing in my name.

The President: Again, | call on the Minister for
Local Government and the Environment, Mrs Crowe.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, Mr President. My
department ismonitoring theoutcome of the plastic
bag tax in the Republic dfeland, and would have no
hesitation in suggesting suchseheme fothe Isle of
Man if, indeed, it provedsuccessful. Nowwith regard
to the second part of tlgpiestion, | believét would be
quite difficult to impose a taxon plastic bottles;
however, | am very keen to sedhat all plastic
containers - bags and bottles - azeycled. Wehope to
introduce apilot schemewith one authority tocollect
these containers separatelyand we will also be
introducing abring scheme forall plastic containers
shortly.
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The President: Hon. member for Peel.

Mrs Hannan: Could | ask,Eaghtyrane, of the
minister: is it not a fadhat plastic bottleare asmuch

a problemaroundthe lanesand the streets, as plastic

bags are in hedges and trees?
The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: | would totally agree. Afterbeing
on a beachclean, Iwould think the majority ofwhat
we collectedwas certainlyplastic bottles, and indeed
they take up a great dealggace. So, yesdo think it
is most important, but asearlyall plastic bottles are
imported to the Island, | am not sure how the
imposition of tax would be possible.However, it is
something that weould most certainlylook at, and |
am not averse to doing so.

The President: Hon. member for Peel.

Mrs Hannan: Is it not a fact that this
government’s policy is ‘the polluter pays’, and
therefore, if people are producingpre andnore plastic
bottles - that we would havgreat difficulty moving to
wherever, even if ware going to recyclethem - at
least if theywereglass bottles theygould berecycled
successfully? Wouldhe minister notcontinue tokeep
this in mind when speaking to th&reasury totry to
reduce some of the waste about the place?

The President: Minister.

Mrs Crowe: Yes, | think it is mostimportant
that wereduceall wasteand recycle asmuch as we
possibly can. Weare hopefully looking at arecycling
initiative for plastic bottles and plastic bags as well.
So, | do totallyagree,andthe sooner weanintroduce
more and more of these schemes the better.

The President: Hon. member for Ramsey,
Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Would the minister notagreethat
whilst there might be justificatioim the case of plastic
bags, the use gflastic bottless probablyfor a safety
reason in many cases, not using glassand therefore
the two things have got to be viewed separately?

Mrs Hannan: Indeed not.
The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: They may wellhave to beviewed
separately, but | take dioard the pointPlastic bottles
do create a great deal of nuisance &y create a great
deal oflitter, and | dothink if we can in some way
avoidthe use of, or find, certainly, good recycling
system for, plastichottles, then wewould hope to
achieve that.

Air Quality Standards —
Compliance with Tynwald Resolution
Question by Mrs Hannan

Question 18. The hon.member for Peel
(Mrs Hannan) to ask the Ministerfor Local
Government and the Environment:

Why hasthe resolution ofJune 2001 relating to
air quality standards in sections 89 and 9Qttoé Public
Health Act 1990 not been complied with?

The President: | call again on the hon. member
for Peel, Mrs Hannan.

Mrs Hannan: | beg leave, Eaghtyrane, to ask the
guestion in my name.

The President: Minister for Local Government
and the Environment, Mrs Crowe.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, Mr President. The
production of the Environment&lrotection Strategy is
dependent on atudy into air quality by Cambridge
Environmental ResearchConsultants. The report on
this study wasdue to be concluded iautumn 2001,
however, for anumber of reasonsjncluding the
difficulty in obtaining essentiatlata onthe current
pollution. The report has beeatelayed,although a first
draft has now been produced. This first draft also
highlighted someadditional work that required to be
undertaken.The final report,which will include the
additional work, iexpected irautumn2002. It isalso
anticipatedthat, throughthe British-IrishCouncil, the
environmental sector group of which | am a ptrgre
would be a considerableinput from the UK in
developing climate changescenarios forthe Isle of
Man. This isyet to happendue to aslight hiatus in
the British-lIrish Council process during 2001;
however, the project is nolvack online, and | expect
a reportfrom officers tothe May departmenimeeting,
which is ‘Way Ahead fothe Isle of Man inrespect of
Climate Change.’

In recentmonths, acloser working relationship
with Public Health in the DHSS hatevelopedand it
is evidentthat the healtiimprovement strategpeing
developed byPublic Healthwill have strong links to
the environmental protectiostrategy, particularly in
connectionwith air quality standardsThe Director of
the Environment, Safetynd Health is keen to see
these two importantdocumentsdevelop in parallel;
however, hedoesrecognisethe need to produce the
environmental protection strategy soomather than
later. Since taking up his appointment in October 2001
the director has reviewedthe situationand is of the
opinion - and it is one thatdndorse that adocument
of this importance should besubject to public
consultationbefore it isput forward to hon. menbers
to consider. Totry and progress thesenatters more
satisfactorily, thedirector has now decided to take
responsibility for preparing the firstraft of the public
consultationdocument,with a view to thedocument
being available later this year.
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Mr President, Itrust the hon.member for Peel
will agreewith the proposedway forward, as it is
imperativethat we have anenvironmentalprotection
strategy that issuited to ourlsland and has been
developed in partnership with all stakeholders.

The President: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, Mr President. Can
the hon. ministerprovide an explanation forhon.
members on why no essential datacomrentpollution
levels hasbeen availableAnd would shefurther agree
with me thatsuch findingsand continuedmonitoring
for a good period dime, are essential aspaerequisite
to the operation of the mass burn incinerator?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: | did not say thatno information
hadbeen collected; | saithat further information was
required, andhis will be available, awill the report,
before the energy-from-waste facility comes onstream.
Peel,

The President: member for

Mrs Hannan.

Hon.

Mrs Hannan: Yes, Eaghtyrane. Wile the
minister answered the question, couésk her why the
Department of Local Governmentand the
Environment, in moving aamendment or21st June
2001, has notapplied that amendmentwhich they
successfullygainedthrough this Court, whereby they
would reporthere in April 2002? Not one mention in
the minister’s responsewlould respectfully suggest to
her, hasbeengiven as to why the resolution was not
compliedwith. (Mrs Cannell: Hear, hear.)Could |
also ask the ministerdoesthe Department ofLocal
Governmeniandthe Environment notake seriously a
motion that isresolved toreport at asitting, when
there has been no commenade inher response as to
apologising for the lacunae onthe part of the
Department othe LocalGovernment innot reporting
in April of this year?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: Yes, | do apologise, MPresident,
for thatomission. Iwas involvedwith other matters
within the department. | was nawvare thathere was a
resolution in June 2001 that thdepartment was
mindful of this decision. However, whatnould say is
that | will get thisreport tothe Court as soon as |
possibly cannow that the Cabridge Environmental
Research consultants have completed their report.

The President: Hon. member for Peel.

Mrs Hannan: Thank you,Eaghtyrane. Does the
Department of Local Governmeahdthe Environment
have achief executive,and would it not be thechief
executive that put together, withe thenminister, the

amendment to the air quality motion at the Jaiténg
of Tynwald?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: It is perhaps unfortunatthat this
matter was not mentioned to me.

Incinerator — Bottom Ash Disposal Site —
Question by Mrs Cannell

Question 19. The hon. ember forDouglas East
(Mrs Cannell) to askthe Minister for Local
Government and the Environment:

(1) When do yountend to inform the public of
your preferred landfill site option for the
bottom ash expectddom the newlyproposed
incinerator; and

(2) what contingency do you hold shouhds site
fail during the planning process?

The President: | call on the hon. meber for
Douglas East, Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Again, thereply is in thehands
of the Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment, Mrs Crowe.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, Mr President.There
will be a presentationto members ofTynwald at
lunchtime today, as to thepreferredsite for the new
facility. This will be followed by presentations to the
local authorities and to neighbouasoundthe proposed
site, and then, after that, the redia. My department
also intends to hold a public exhibition, in order that as
wide aspossible adebate orthe proposedsite and its
location can be carried out.

The selected site has been chosenfollowing
consultation with all parties likely to bealledupon to
give an opinionduring the planning process. It has
beenthe subject ofan extensiveand fully justifiable
investigation.Should this site fail at planninghen
one of the other sites which hagsenconsidered but
not yet applied for will be the subject of an
application. Thelsland cannot continueits normal
existence without a landfill site, and my department has
prepared avell-reasoned casever atwo-yearperiod to
address the Island’s needs as sensitively as possible.

The President: Hon. member Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, Mr President. |
sincerely hope thon. minister ha®eenfully briefed
by her officerbefore 1put my supplementaries. Am |
correct inassuming that what the minister hesd is
that, when shetalks of consultationtherehas been a
selective process of consultationrespectof this site?
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Yet, despitethis, welearnedabout it inthe media, as
opposed to detter from theminister. Interms of the

actual site, is the ministeraware that the EU is

considering adirective which preventsbottom ash

being mixed with any otheraggregate? And is it her
intention to bury the bottonash selectively or to
actually mix it with some sort afubble? Issheaware

that that may well beoutlawed by the European

Union?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: Well, all of thesequestionswill be
answered in full at thpresentation, but whatdan say
to you from my ownknowledgeand not necessarily
briefed by officers, is that bottom ash is nowused
throughout Europe by recyclingnd wewould hope to
do that. We do not wish tandfill bottom ashunless

it is absolutely essential. | would also say that the full

public consultation willtake place oncethe planning
application is brought forward. Thaitill be a time for
full public consultation, not only on the sitafter that
will follow full public consultation on the licensing of
the site.Everyonewill have anopportunity tovoice
their views.

The President: Hon. member Mr Anderson.

Mr Anderson: Thank you, MrPresident. Can |
ask the minister how many sitdsave beenfully
evaluated for a bottom ash disposal site, please?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: Over a two-year period, the
consultantsconsiderecthe whole of the Isle of Man
and, infact, | think 19 siteshave been investigated,
some more fully than others.

The President: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. Is the
minister aware,from my previoussupplementary to
her, that thaecyclingor the use obottom ashmixed
with an aggregate of whatevier the purpose ofoads,
building blocks, materialfor buildingand construction
purposes is currently beimgviewedby the EU,which
is considering a directive to outlaw supfactices? And
further, in terms othe contingency, the ministesaid
that shewould revert toone of the othesites: am |
correct in saying, therefore, that tldspartmentas no
contingency othethan to start from a blank sheet of
paper inconsidering anothesite? If | am correct in
assuming thatcanthe ministeradvise, ifthe possible

scenario is that this planning application should fail on

this particular site, how long from that pointwbuld
take herdepartment towork up the same sort of
situation in consideration of anothesite? And how

will that impact uporher waste management strategy

on the operation of the mass burn incinerator?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, MrPresident. | am
fully aware of any EU directivesegarding energy-from-
waste facilities. No decisidmas beemade andindeed,
a greatdeal of research isgoing on in Britain at the
presenttime into the use of bottom ashearing in
mind thatthere are 47 energy-from-wastdacilities at
present inthe planningprocess forthe adjacentisle.
With regard tahe othersites thatwere mentioned, no,
it is not thecasethat wehave nocontingencyplan: |
just said one of the other sitemuld takethe planning
application through. We have three sites theate been
fully investigated, anyof which could start the
planning process tomorrow.

Incinerator — Fly Ash Disposal Route —
Question by Mrs Cannell

Question 20. The hon. ember forDouglas East
(Mrs Cannell) to askthe Minister for Local
Government and the Environment:

Have you identified a safsposal route fothe fly
ash expected from the newly proposed incinerator?

The President: Again, | call on the hon.
member for Douglas East, Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Local Government
and the Environment to reply.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, Mr President. The
preferred option bythe departmentandthe operator of
the energy-from-wastéacility, is to dispose ofthe air
pollution control residue, which contains the fly ash,
a special wastéandfill site in Lancashire,and at the
present time weare preparing acase for a duly
motivated requedb the United Kingdom Environment
Agency, which isrequiredbefore we carexport waste
to the United Kingdom.

The President: Hon. member for Douglas East.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. Is it
not a fact, hon. minister, that you wileed to acquire
a licence to beable to landfillthe Island’s fly ash in
Lancashire, in a speciallyonstructedandfill site? And
is it not also afact that such dicencewill only be
issued for one year at a tim@®d is it further not true
that, at any time, the United Kingdom can withdraw, or
not renew,that yearly licence?And what will the Isle
of Man do in that situation, then?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, MrPresident. Yes, |
duly note we have to appfgr a licenceAs | havejust
suggested, it imot timely at the moment to do so;
when it is time, thdicencewill be appliedfor, and it
is expected thatyithin two months, wewould have a
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licence for that operation, which hadeen fully
discussed. As regardbe fact that theUnited Kingdom
could withdraw, that is quite correct:indeed it could.
But whilst, asl say, energy-from-wastdacilities will
become more and more common throughoutUhited
Kingdom, a great deal of research isbeing done.

Currently, Sheffield University has developed a thermal

treatment plant for fly ash that will treat all thesidual
ashes from thenergy-from-wastdacility, and what |
could say is thatUnited Kingdom wastefacility plants
aretrialling this new system atthe presenttime, and
extensivetests have shown resultsare exceptionally
encouraging.

The President: Hon. member for Douglas East.
Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. Can |

put it to the honminister again: what wilhappen if
the United Kingdom refuses torenewthe licence for

transporting the fly ash off Island? Has the minister got

a contingencywhereby she can accommodatthe fly
ash on-Island and, if so, will she please advise?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: As | have said, athe presenttime
we are in negotiation with theUnited Kingdom, we
fully expect that they will take the residual air
pollution control ashes, and we dot expect tohave a
problem. If,indeed, we dmeed tolook at it, we do
have contingency plans, and landfill in specially
engineered sites will be the disposal method.

Waste Recycling/Composting —
Kerbside Collection —
Question by Mrs Cannell

Question 21. The hormember forDouglas East
(Mrs Cannell) to askthe Minister for Local
Government and the Environment:

Do you intend to introduce a pilot ‘kerbside
collection’ of waste for recycling and/or composting?

The President: Again, | call on the hon.
member for Douglas East, Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Local Government
and the Environment.

Mrs Crowe: Mr President, mydepartment is
involved in discussionswith the commissioners for
Port Erin with regard tthe feasibility ofintroducing a
trial kerbside collection scheme torecycle plastic
bottles. Theseitems were selectecbecausepresently
there are norecycling arrangements fothem on the
Island, and iwill allow the department tayaugemore
accurately the effectiveness ofthe scheme. The
recycling initiatives presently iplaceare based on the

bring system. Mre than 300recycling bins are
presently inplace onthe Island,both at civicamenity
sites and other bring-points, manyof which are
adjacent tosupermarketsand other public buildings,
which enable people to depositglass, paper,
aluminium cans, batteries etcetera for recycling,
without having tomake a special journey to do so.
Following conpletion of theproposedPort Erin trial,
the departmentvill assess hovsuccessful ithas been
and, if appropriate,investigate means by which the
introduction of kerbsidecollection facilities could be
implemented. This will involve, by necessity,
discussionswith the local authorities on thésland,
who areresponsible for theollection ofwastewithin
their area andts delivery to the department'dacilities
for disposal.

The hon. memberwill also be awarethat my
departmenthas recently advertisedfor contractors to
operatethe greenwaste compostingprocesswhich is
being incorporated within the extension of the
Southern Civic Amenity SiteThis facility will accept
all greenwastedelivered to itfrom the Island’s other
civic amenity sites so that it can be qustedand put
to good use in providing soil conditioning.

The President: Hon. member for Douglas East.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. Can |
ask the hon. minister whihere has been adelay in
getting this kerbside collection pilot scheme under
way, bearing in mindthat this hon.place received a
report some eight months ago whigtommendedhat
we shouldundertakesuch apilot scheme? Whyas it
taken so long, in view of the fact that it oughthave
started inspring of thisyear, which haspassed us
somewhat?And further, in termsof the pilot scheme
that she is efvarking uponfor Port Erin - notably her
own constituency - can she advise how long it is to run
for andwho will make the assessmerAfd what has
happened tahe kerbsideinitiative that wasundertaken
in Onchansome time agdor compostable materials,
which was agreat success™as the department
considered re-introducing that, as the local
commissioners would have liked?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mrs Crowe: It is entirelycoincidentalthat Port
Erin hasbeenchosenithey offered totake part inthis
pilot scheme, sait is entirely coincidental that it
happens to be my constituency, although | will do my
best to helpthe processalong. And | would have
considered that eiglmhonthswas quite ashort time to
introduce apilot scheme othis type, involvingevery
household inthe area. Wth regard to the Onchan
composting scheme, | was explaining that the compost
will be collected from all areas of the Island amitl be
taken to thecentral greercomposting siteand it is at
that site that it will be used for land regeneration.
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Light Pollution — Reduction of —
Question by Mr Waft

Question 22. The honmember ofthe Council
(Mr Waft) to ask the Ministefor Local Government
and the Environment:

Will your departmentundertake towork with
energyconservationistslight engineersandthe public
to limit the amount ofwasted light causing light
pollution from unshielded lamp-posts, advertising
hoardings and other public illumination?

The President: | call on the hon.member of
Council, Mr Waft.

Mr Waft: Thank you, MrPresident. | bedpave
to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Local Government
and the Environment.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, Mr PresideniThere are
two issues here, one ehergysavingandone oflight
pollution, and it is the former which is more important
in environmentaprotection termsThere isno reason,
though, why bothissuescannot beconsidered at the
sametime. It is unfortunatethat | could not refer this
matter to theenergyadviser atthe MEA as |believe
the post isno longer inexistencewith the previous
post-holder having been moved toother duties;
however, it is mydepartment'selief that government
needs the services of a full-time energy advisor with the
authority and the budget to develop energy-efficient
programmesand undertakework necessary inthat
regard, particularly in government-ownedbuildings.

The department also believes that the creation of such a

postwould pay foritself by reducingenergycosts as
well as protecting the environmentiowever, until
such a post exists, light pollutiomill be givena low
priority, as officers in my department, quiteightly,
concentrate their efforts on controlling pollution
throughout the environment whicls potentially a
greaterthreat tothe environmenand public health. In
the meantime, | willensurethat the issue isaised in
the department’'s proposepublic consultation on an
environment protection strategy for the Isle of Man,
and | will also raise the matter with local authorities in
respect of their role in delivering their locagenda 21.
Thank you.

of Council,

The President: Hon. member

Mr Watft.

Mr Waft: Thank you, Mr President. Havenoted
the concernabout the ranpower staffing within the
department. Wh regard tothe percentage of reduction
of energyused bylighting, if it is directedonto the
roadway, for instance,and the correct shields are in
place, there can be3® percent reductionand | would
just ask thedepartment, whethey are considering the
provision of estatesaroundthe Island, to realisethat
there can bdight pollution from roadsidelighting but

also from publiclighting aswell. | did show the
minister, earlier on today, a picture of the Island from a
satellite; it does equally show the light pollution
around the UK, and the Isle bfan iscertainly there in

all its glory. So, Ihope the minister wiltake that on
boardand,with the existingstaff that she hasnd the
jurisdiction that she has, perhaps attemd a little bit
more keenly in the future. Thank you, Mr President.

The President: Minister.
Mrs Crowe: Thank you, Mr President.

Mr Delaney: They canseeyou from satellite as
well.

Mrs Crowe: My plea to thehon. merber of
Council was not in his r6le as the Chairman of the
Civil Service Commission as,indeed, the energy
advisorpost would be outwith my departmentbut |
would urgethat we do, in fact, get aenergyadvisor
post, because lthink it is most importantand the
likes of light pollution and all those environmental
issues in whichwe wasteenergycontinuously on the
Isle of Man should be addressed.

Peel Hill Footpath — Reinstatement —
Question by Mrs Hannan

Question 23. The hon.member for Peel
(Mrs Hannan) to ask the Minister for Home Affairs:

(1) Has your department developed an
environmentalpackagefor the reinstatement
of Peel Hill footpath; and

(2) if not, why not?

The President: The hon. mmber for Peel,
Mrs Hannan.

Mrs Hannan: | beg leave toask thequestion
standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Home Affairs,
Mr Braidwood.

Mr Braidwood: Mr President, mydepartment is
fully committed to the reinstatement of thecesgrack
to the new emergency serviceadio site on PeeHill.
(Mr Henderson: Hear, hear.)Condition 4 of the
planningapprovalissued on27th November2000 for
the development ofthe newsite and removal of the
existing buildingand mast states: ‘Anyaccess tracks
createdfor constructionpurposes, oiground disturbed
aroundthe construction siteluring construction,must
be restored to a natural conditiaithin six months of
the completion ofthe development.” Iwould advise
that the work on the existing accesstrack was
necessary tgrotect it and to enablethe construction
works to becarriedout with due regard tchealth and
safety issues surrounding access for construction traffic.
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In addition, and aadvised tothe hon.member for
Peel in a letter tdver dated9th October2001 from the
Director of Planning, in accordancewith planning
approval, there was nequirementfor the submission
of a methodstatement forthe constructionworks;
however,prior to any works beingcommenced full
consultation tookplace with the staff of Peel Town
Commissioners, ascustodians of the hill, and
agreementvas reachedwith them on the works and
methodology to beised. It wadurther agreedcthat, on
completion of the site works, the existing sied the
access track would be restored to the original state or to
any additionakequirements ofthe commissioners. The
methodology to beisedfor the reinstatemenwill, as
previouslyadvised tothe hon.member, bedetermined
by a working group comprisingstaff of my
Communications Division, officers of Peel Town
Commissioners and aviserfrom the Department of
Agriculture , Fisheriesand Forestry. | am alsaware
that an invitation has been extended tothe hon.
member to participate in these discussions.

Mr President, the construction works on Piédl,
togetherwith developmentworks at CrookallHouse
and Cronk yn Arrey, which werdue for completion in
mid-March this year, havebeen unavoidablydelayed.
Hon. memberswill be awarethat the companywith
which my departmentontractedfor the supply of the
new radio system arabsociated civilvorks wasplaced
in administrationon 26th February, resultingn the
contractsbeing terminated bythe department or22nd
March. Until all legal and contractual matters are
resolved we ar@nable to progresthe completion of
the worksandreinstatement othe accesstrack. | can
assure hon. members thaterythingpossible isbeing
done toexpeditethis matter. Iwould also assurehon.
members that botReel TownCommissionersand the
hon. merber for Peelhavebeen,andwill continue to
be, kept fullyinformed ofthe situation.Mr President,
as | stated atthe beginning of my answer, my
department idully committed to the reinstatement of
the Peel Hillaccesdrack, andthis will be done at the
earliest opportunity.

The President: Hon. member for Peel.

Mrs Hannan: Eaghtyrane,would the minister
not agree that the reastor puttingdown this question
was that | was not kept fullinformedabout what was
happening? And would the minister alsgreethat this
contract wadfor 14 weeksand thereforeshould have
been completedome time in the region dilanuary of
this year? Wuld the minister also noagreethat this
land has been exposed to #iements for welbver six
months now, withno timetablefor reinstatement,
because his department is waiting on the completion of
administration ofthis companybefore anything could
be done, so it coulde years beforghis reinstatement
takes place, as long as it denewithin six months of
the completion?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Braidwood: | apologise if thehon. member
for Peel hasot beenkept informed, and | can only
apologise for that, but | have been givessurancehat
you have beenkept informed of what has being
happening by the Technical Division of the
CommunicationsCommission. Also, MrPresident, |
am very conscious of theeed tocomplete the works,
and in actual fact, my department is inconsultation
with the Treasury to come upith proposals that the
works can be completedyhich will take about two
weeks, by thesub-contractowho wasemployedwith
Simoco, and once those workshave been completed,
the reinstatement of the access track will be completed.

Court for Summary Prosecutions —
Question by Mr Waft

Question 24. The hon. ember ofthe Council
(Mr Waft) to ask the Minister for Home Affairs:

In the Court for Summary Prosecutions —

(@ during the pastyear, how manycases have
been dismissed on a technicality;
(b) how many cases were wrongly dropped
without any analysis of thereason for the
decision;
() how muchhas beenpaid in court costs
because the cases have been thrown out; and
(d) areyou satisfiedthat the decision whether to
prosecute ornot and whether the evidence
justifies aprosecution should b&eft to the
police, or should it be left ttawyerswho are
entirely divorced from the evidence-gathering
process?
mener of Council,

The President: Hon.

Mr Waft.

Mr Waft: | beg to askhe questionstanding in
my name.

The President: Mr Braidwood.

Mr Braidwood: Mr President, theconstabulary
doesnot hold datawhich would specifically indicate
how many cases have bedismissed ora technicality,
and it would be impracticable taonduct amanual
search ofrecords to ascertain this. However, the
number of cases dismissed tais reasonwill be low,
as it is unlikely that a&asethat is technically flawed
will reachthe summary court, as would not satisfy
the guidelines that the constabulary operates to.

The constabulary isf the opinion that nocases
have been wrongly dropped; décisions orwhether to
prosecute are made to a strict set of guidelines.

In the lastfinancial year,April 2001 to March
2002, therewerefive cases whereosts were awarded
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against the police. The total amount of mormaid
was £5,721.37.

The Isle of Man Constabulary’sprosecution
department comprising an inspectordthree sergeants
conducts all summary prosecutionfor the police.
Conducting prosecutions is a complex mated, to
be successful, must be of high quality. Eendard of
proof in criminal cases is'beyond reasonable doubt’;
this is an exacting standard. In instaned®rethere is
a primafacie case, aconviction will not necessarily
follow. Cases are occasionallyithdrawnfor a number
of reasonsincluding alternativechargesbeing brought
or witnesseswvithdrawing their supportandrefusing to
give evidence.Decisions to prosecuteoffenders are
made on the basis of guidelines which take a number of
factorsinto account, including theublic interest and
the likelihood of asuccessfubutcome. As a result of
the constabulary’splanning processes, it isntended
that an advocate wile employed inthe nearfuture to
overseethe prosecution of summary casesEmgland
and Walesthe policeservicehas notbeen involved in
conductingprosecutions sinc&984, when the Crown
Prosecution Service was set up. Legislation now exists
locally in the form ofthe CriminalJustice Act2001,
which enables sumary prosecutions to beonducted
by the Attorney-Generaland the constabularywould
strongly support such an initiative

The President: Hon. member Mr Waft.

Mr Waft: Thank you, Mr President. | am
delighted that an advocate is going to oversee
prosecutions. Just wonderedminister: areyou aware
that the first annual reportof the independent
inspectorate inthe United Kingdom which monitors
the prosecutions revealed that 11,000 prosecuti@ns
wrongly dropped, causingeal distress tdhe witnesses
and victims involved? Will your department undertake a
closer exanmation of our ownsystems toensurethat
this situation will not occur on the Island?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Braidwood: Mr President, Istated in my
answer initially that in the UK it is the Crown
Prosecution Service, but in the Isle of Man,
summary convictions, it haseenthe policeand | am
well awarethat the police,would welcomethat all
summary prosecutions hadertaken bythe Attorney-
General's Chambersyhere advocatesan beemployed
who are professionally qualified.

on

The President: Hon. member Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Can | ask the hon. minister: is it
not the case thahe presentpolice prosecutiorservice
is weak and inefficient and theite defendant igp fact,
getting abetter deal than the personvho is offended
against? Througlhis department, can heot demand
that the Chief Constable urgentigviewsthe standard
andquality of the servicethat is provided to prevent
these injustices takinglace? Anddoes hehonestly

believe that an advocate isgoing to solve all the
problems that are presently there?

The President: Minister to reply.

Mr Braidwood: Mr President,no, | would not
agree with the hon. member for Ramsey thatptbiece
prosecutiorservice is wealandinefficient; however, |
did say that theolice wouldwelcomeadvocategaking
over thesummary prosecutionsecausehey are more
qualified than police officers.

The President: Hon. members, Ipropose to
leave 25 and 26 for the time being; we will turn to 27.

TT Course —
Provision of Public Access Corridor -
Question by Mr Houghton

Question 27. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Houghton) to ask théMinister for Tourism and
Leisure:

In respect of your department’sfoot-and-mouth
prevention strategies —

(@ have you completed the survey and costings of
providing apublic accesscorridor within the
rural area of the TT Course; and

(b) if so, what is the cosand when will the
scheme begin?

The President: | call on the hon. meber for
Douglas North, Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The President: | call on the hon. meber for
Douglas South, Minister for Tourism and Leisure.

Mr Cretney: Mr President, at the October
sitting of Tynwald, the then Chief Nhister, thehon.
Donald Gelling, Member of the House of Keysade a
statement to Tynwald advising that departments,
including my department, would bputting in place a
series of measures and contingeplans toensurethat
the 2002 TT races would be able to gweadregardless
of the foot-and-mouthdiseasesituation on theadjacent
islands. One of thmeasures identified/as theerection
of a secondline of fencing aroundrural areas of the
course to enable treeation oflivestock-freecorridors.
Obviously, thestatemenmade inOctoberwas in the
context ofthe situationcurrent atthat time and the
very realfear that theUnited Kingdom foot-and-mouth
crisis might run on into 2002.

Since that time,departments havéept matters
under review and ihasbecome apparethat the crisis
in the United Kingdom is well and truly over, sisited
by government veterinary advice. Our focus has,
therefore, been orensuring that wehave in place
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contingencymeasures taleal with any problem that
might occur inthe future. Whilst wehavedone some

preliminary costassessments, which suggest a likely

cost of around £1 million if the whole of the rugsrts

Summerland — Future Strategy —
Question by Mr Houghton

of the course were to be fenced, we have decided that, in guestion 28. The hon. ember for Douglas North

the prevailing circumstances, was notnecessary, not
value for money, and unlikely to be agreed by the
individual landowners. Ware, howeverundertaking a
small section of nedencing betweerBungalowBridge
and the Bungalow,where there are identifiedbenefits
for both theracesandthe tenant. This work halseen
undertaken bythe landownerand will be conpleted
before TT 2002.

The President: Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, Mr President. |
thank the hon. ministefor his answer,but could he
just explain tothis hon.Court whatcontingencies he
does have in place inorder to deal with the
circumstancethat could have arisen right on the
doorstepyright at thetime this TTwas likely to take
place, in order to allow it to continue to operate, sir?

Mr Cretney: | think the argumentdave been
rehearsed inthe past, Mr President, inrelation to
contingenciesghat would be put in place, and these
would be cross-departmentabntingencies, nosolely
with my department.

The President: Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. | do
have to pressthe hon. minister orthis. Could he
explain: what contingencies, sir?

The President: Mr Cretney.
Mr Houghton: What are your plans, if not this?

Mr Cretney: | think it is quite clear to hon.
members who have watched thieuation as itoccurred
last yearand were aware ofhatcould be in place at
the ports of entryand around the course,and we
obviously would seek the appropriate government
veterinaryadvice on across-departmentdlasis if the
situation were to arise.

The President: Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. So,

thanking the hon. minister for that, can he confirm that

that would mean, then, thecancellation ofthe TT
races?

The President: Minister.

Mr Cretney: No, | cannot confirm that.

(Mr Houghton) toask the Ministerfor Tourism and
Leisure:

Why do you not have a future strategy for
Summerland?

The President: The hon. member
Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The President: Minister for Tourism and
Leisure.

Mr Cretney: Yes. Unlike the questionwhich
says ‘Why do you nothave a futurestrategy for
Summerland?’, can $ay quite clearly mydepartment
does have a comprehensivestrategy for the
Summerlandsite, once the building is effectively
superseded bythe refurbished and redevelopedVilla
Marina. As hon.memberswill be aware, when the
governmentacquiredthe Sunmerland site, including
the Aquadrome, in1987, there were alreadymajor
structural problems. Themedium-term strategy was
that the sportdacility should bereplaced bythe new
National Sports Centre and that the entertainment
facility should besuperseded by aevitalised Villa
Marina. Unfortunately,for reasonswhich are well
documented,the two elementsdid not proceed in
parallel - in fact, itcontributed tomy hair going a bit
grey before it should have dorfeaughter)

With the completion of the Villa Mrina
refurbishment, which imow moving alongvery well,
we will have completesbur strategy.Summerland is
scheduled to close #he end of2003 and atthat point
the site isavailable forre-use. Thedepartment is
involved currently in detailed discussions with a
potential developer who is interested innaulti-faceted
development othe site,which would, amongsbther
things, incorporate thproposedTT Experience’and a
household-namehotel. | am hopeful that these
negotiations will result in a highlypeneficial, multi-
million-pound redevelopment of landmarksite. There
is, however,some way to gdeforethat is achieved,
and any proposaldor the redevelopment othe site
will, of course, comebefore this hon. Court for
approval at a future date.

The President: Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, Mr President. |
thank the hon. ministefor his comprehensivereply
and, of course, |wholeheartedlysupport theefforts
with the wonderful works athe Villa Marina andalso
at the NationalSports Centre;however,does he not
agreethat Summerlandtself offers facilities for many
functions whichwould belost to thepeople ofthis
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Island if the Sumrerlandcomplex itself isdone away
with? Therefore, couldhe reconsiderhis decision and
promote the usef this building, particularly for the
youth of the Island, even if heoffered it to the
Department of Education for their use, say in
conjunction with theDepartment oEducation, for the
use of youthand all those youth activities that it
presently provides, sir?

The President:| appreciatehe point which the
hon. member is making, btiat is inviting us to go
downthe road of a debatito the future strategy of
Summerland ,and | do not think that is necessary.

TT Festival — Street Party —
Question by Mrs Cannell

Question 29. The honmember for Douglas East
(Mrs Cannell) toask the Ministerfor Tourism and
Leisure:

Are youproposing tohold a Mad SundayStreet
Party as part of the TT races festival; and, if so —

(@ where will this be held;

(b) has consultation taken place with residents and
hoteliers who may be affected by such; and

(c) what was their view?

The President: | call on the hon.member for
Douglas East, Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Tourism and
Leisure.

Mr  Cretney: Thank vyou very much,
Mr President. lwould have beehappy torespond to
the last one. Thigear's Mad SundayStreet Partywill
be held in the area from the Bottleneck car park, next to
the Sea Terminal, to its junction with Regent Street.
As hon. members will baware, therare nohoteliers
or residents irthis designatedarea. It is arareawhich
has traditionally beensedfor TT events for aaumber
of years and, asuch, anyconcernsraised have been
addressedhenceconsultation has nobeenundertaken
this year with residents, exceptor the liaison with
other governmentlepartment@andrelevant agencies. |
would stress,however,that this area is traditionally
used inthe TT period for theseevents,and we are
therefore satisfied that any concetinat may havédoeen
raisedover theyears have beefully addressed. The
consultation has been extended to Douglas
Corporation, theDepartment ofTransport, the Police
and Fire Service, and the Department of Local
Governmeniandthe Environment, all of whonhave
made acontribution and a number of suggestions,
which have been taken on board by the team organising

the event.Had it been necessary tmove the street
party from its traditional location, a moredetailed
consultationexercisewould have beemndertaken, as
was thecasewhen it washeld at StrathallanCrescent
and on the Quay.

This year we areagain bringing live musical
entertainment to the Island fdre fans and locals alike.
On Saturday 1st June at the Bowl, DouglEgploader
will be in concert,supported bylocal band Gasp. On
Sunday?2nd June, again at theBowl, the ‘Here and
Now’ touring show of liveBOs bandsstarting at4.30,
will take place.This concert includesT’pau, China
Crisis, Belinda Carlisle, ABC, CuriosityKilled the
Cat, and Toyah, andill concludeby 9.30p.m. in the
evening. We hope peoplll then jointhe streeparty
when theconcert concludes. Ahe moment,an early
booking discountapplies for theconcertsand tickets
are selling very well. The street party entertainment,
which will be availablebetween ThursdagOth May
and Thursday6th June,includes abig screen, rimi-
motos, the Purple Helmets, stuntriders, street
entertainerandnew featuresjncluding go-pedsand a
novelty racing event in specially-built cars on tiwse
tram tracks. On thgromenadefootway will be a
reversebungee, draditionalbungee, simulatoreind a
food court. We will once again b@romoting the Red
Arrow displays onTuesday4th Juneand on Thursday
6th June. A firework display will takplace onSunday
2nd June at 11 p.m. in Douglas, opposite the Villa
Marina, which, | am sure, will live up teveryone’s
expectationsand conclude avery special day of
entertainment.

The President: Hon. member Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrPresident. | wish
to place onrecord my sincere thanks to thehon.
minister for his resumé dll the things that wenjoy
duringthe TT period,but can lask him,in terms of
the actual question orthe questionpaper, bearing in
mind thatwhere he isproposing tohave the street
party thereare businesses about, hasy consultation
taken place with the businesses?Also, taking into
accountthe problem sometimesaused bylive music,
with a rebound situation from the microphonean he
also advise at what tienit will startandwhat time he
is proposing it will diminish?

The President: Mr Cretney.

Mr Cretney: We aretalking specifically about
the music of the street party, not at Bewl? Because
at the Bowlthe musicwill finish no later than9.30;
the street partgn the Sundaywill finish no later than
10.30. The nearest adjacent business is the HRgrat
of Scotland,and my understandingwas theywere a
little disappointedthe Red Arrows were otherwise
engaged whethey were supposed to be available . . .
They are somwhere else, sorawhere inthe United
Kingdom.

Mr Delaney: The Jubilee.
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TT Races — Anticipated Arrivals —
Question by Mrs Cannell

Question 30. The honmember for Douglas East
(Mrs Cannell) toask the Ministerfor Tourism and
Leisure:

(1) Are theanticipated passengerrivals for this
year's TT races favourable; and

(2) if so, how do theyxcomparewith the years
2000 and 1999?

The President: Hon. member, Douglas East,
Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Mr President, | bedeave to ask
the question standing in my name.

The President: Minister for Tourism and
Leisure.

Mr Cretney: Yes, thank you, MrPresident.
Following thecancellation oflast year’'s TT races due
to the outbreak of foot-and-mouth in the United
Kingdom, it hasbeen my department'aim to ensure
there was nolasting damage toboth the races
themselvesandthe festival,hence my department has
done all it can teencourageéoth fans and competitors
to return totake part in ouworld-famous TTfestival.

It therefore pleases me to be able to report that
indicators suggest theanticipated passengearrival
figures for this period arefavourable,and it looks
likely that numbers will be close to thiecord-breaking
figures for 2000. Thataid, itis still very difficult, at
this stage, tgredictwhat thefinal figureswill be, as
last-minute bookingg&an varysignificantly from year
to year; in fact, TT 2000 in particular saw a
significant number of last-minuteookings. Using the
most up-to-datebooking figures fromthe Isle of Man
Steam Packefarrivals forthe period 24th May to 6th
Junereflect anapproximatedecrease of 1per cent on
2000 for motorcycles and lder cent for passengers at
this stage. As btatedpreviously, 2000 was &scord-
breakingyearandso, inrelative terms, |believe that
we are likely tosee arrivaldying somewhere irexcess
of 1999 levels, but perhagslittle shortof TT 2000’'s
exceptionallevels. MrPresidentfollowing difficulties
placed on us as eesult of external eventsand the
subsequent cancellation of last year’'s TT, | am sure we
areall pleasedhat current forecasts omisitor arrivals
for TT 2002 arelooking favourable,and | amsure we
all want TT 2002 to be as successful as ever.

Mrs Cannell: Hear, hear.

A Member: Hear, hear.

Civil Service —
University Graduate Entrants —
Question by Mr Delaney

Question 31. The hon. mdéer of the Council
(Mr Delaney) to askhe Chairman othe Civil Service
Commission:

At what leveldoes acandidatewith a university
degree enter the Civil Service?

The President: | call on the hon.member of
Council, Mr Delaney.

Mr Delaney: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: Chairman ofthe Civil Service
Commission, Mr Watft.

Mr Waft: Thank you, MrPresident. TheCivil
Servicehas usedfor a number ofyearsnow, a more
open recruitment process,whereby positions in all
disciplinesand atall levels are advertisedexternally.
Gone arghe dayswhen youcould generallyonly join
the Civil Service at administrativdevel or in a
specialist role; therefore, tlhandidate witla university
degree can enter the Civil Serviateanylevel, in a job
for which the qualification and skill requirements can
be met. Furthermore, thecommission is actively
consideringthe ways inwhich it might increase the
level of graduates within the Civil Service as part of its
strategy fordeveloping a mdern Civil Service. A
recent survey of new recruits reveatbdt about 21 per
cent of appointeeare graduatesspanning theunified
Civil Service. Asurveyand other researchundertaken
on behalf ofthe commission suggeshat arange of
measuresvill be needed toincreasethe proportion of
civil servants who are graduates; therefore, the
commission will beconsideringissues such as the
marketing of the Civil Service to both young —

Mr Delaney: Hear, hear.

Mr Waft: - and more maturegraduates, the
potential for work placementsof Manx students
undertaking relevant degree programmes, the
development of existing civil servants, and the ways in
which we can ensure ahallenging and stimulating
environment. Thank you, Mr President.

The President: Mr Delaney.

Mr Delaney: Thank you, MrPresident. | am
delighted to heathat we are going to take steps to
encourage our Mangtudents. Can | ask the following
supplementaries? W the Chairman of theCivil
Service Commission, who has given us this
undertaking, make surihat it is done as arurgent
matter? It is ofgreatconcern topublic representatives
in the Isle of Man that Mangraduates ar@ot being
encouraged tojoin the adnmnistrative bloc of
government,and wemay finish up having to bring
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people from outsideas we havedone inthe Health

Service to man our Civil Service, if we do not do it as

a matter of urgency.Can | also ask thehairman,
bearing in mind theneedthe British Civil Service, on
which our Civil Service wadraditionally based, has
found to encourageeoplewith university degrees to
join particularly the Exchequer ofthe British Civil
Service, that we mke surethat the gamekeepers,
which our civil servants areare asgood as the
poachersout there,particularly in the finance sector.
May | ask the chairman as an urgency to do it?

The President: Chairman to reply. Mr Watft.
Mr Waft: Thank you, Mr President. | fully

concurwith what themember hasaid with regard to
our present employees. Faur present employees who

want to undertake a degree, there is an 80 per cent help

with the fees and 5fer centfor books and equipment.
| think, perhaps, the member igferring to fast-track
civil servants, and we havet actuallygot afast-track
situation in at the moment.

Mr Delaney: No, we have not.

Mr Waft: There is something of adivisive
situation with regard to fast-track civil servants; we
have aloyal workforce who havespent agreatdeal of
their lives inthe serviceandgreatcarewould have to
be taken if wewere to go downthat route, but |
understand where the memligcoming fromand there
will be urgent consideration given to that.

The President: Mr Delaney.

Mr Delaney: Just on thatnswer, Mr President,
can lask onefurther supplementaryBearing in mind
that | understandabout ourgood and faithful civil
servants, would the chairmarand | hope hewould do
- agreewith me that thedayshave gone of pecking
orders inthe Civil Service? We havgot to get the
best.

The President: Mr Watft.

Mr  Waft: Thank you, Mr President.
(Interjection) There is areward strategyreview being
undertaken at the present time —

Mr Delaney: Well done; yes, well done.

Mr Waft: - and wehopefully will be able to
report back very shortly with regatal the future of the
Civil Service. It isundertaken inconjunction with the
Government Officers Association, Mr President.

Skerresdale/Ballaquine Bridge —
Repair — Weight Restrictions —
Question by Mrs Hannan

Question 25. The hon.member for Peel
(Mrs Hannan) to ask the Minister for Transport:

(1) Whenwill the Skerresdale/Ballaquinddridge
on the A4 be repaired; and

(2) what is thereasonfor the temporaryweight
restrictions not beingenewedafter 1st March
20027

The President: Now, hon. members, thkeon.
Minister for Transport hasot yet returned, but |
understandhat, in fact, provisionhad been made, so
we can reverto question25, and | call on thehon.
member for Peel, Mrs Hannan.

Mrs Hannan: Eaghtyrane, | bedpave toask the
question standing in my name.

The President: And theanswer,hon. menbers,
will be in the hands ofthe hon. mrember for Ayre,
Mr Quine.

Mr Quine: Thank you, MrPresident. Theoad
bridge, sir, over theformer railway atBallaquinewill
be removed aftethe Manx Grand Prix this year, and
the replacementbridge will take approximatelyfour
months to complete. Thadvance ofthe deterioration
of the wrought ironjoists forming the bridge deck
becameapparent in arnnspection in1999, and since
that date there has been asuccession of teporary
weight restrictionorders running from March 2000.
Initially, the weight restrictionorders linited vehicles
to a gross weight of 17 tonneand asystem ofprops
was installed tosupport the bridge; however, in
September2001, there was ravement of thebridge
abutment,eading to cracking othe masonryand the
gross weightlimit was reduced to03.5 tonnes. The
replacementridge works were ordered in Mrch this
year, but unfortunately,at that time, the terporary
weight restriction wasiot immediately extended, and

that has now been corrected by a new order being put in

place from 14th May.

| am conscious of thdelay inthe replacement of
this bridge,which hasarisendue to a corination of
factors:firstly, the alternativeroute via GlerHelen is
susceptible toweather closures during the winter
period; the TT and &P periods have to bavoided to
provide an alternativeouting during the closure of the
TT; of coursejn theyear2001, wehad the foot-and-
mouth restrictions; and there is also an added
complication to do withbird nesting. Thereplacement
bridge will maintain the continuity of the right of way
along theformer railway line and will incorporate
elements of thdormer bridge,such as thestonework
and the side girders,and it will accommodate all
anticipated future traffic on this route from PeeKiok
Michael.

The President: Hon. member for Peel.

Mrs Hannan: Could | askthe membemwhether
the order iscorrect, inthat part of thebridge is closed
and it is not mentioned inthe order? | amsure the
memberwill remenberthat thesea side otthe bridge
is, in actualfact, closed,and it hasbeen suggested to
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me that theorder isdeficient because it doe®t close
part of the bridge.

The
Mr Quine.

President: Hon. member for Ayre,

Mr Quine: This hasbeenraisedwith me. | am
told by theengineersthat theorder is correct - or is
adequate, put it that waybut it is a matter which we
are looking into further, sir.

The President: Thank you.

Dublin Air Route —
Inadequate Service —
Question by Mr Singer

Question 26. The honmember for Ramsey
(Mr Singer) to ask the Minister for Transport:

Are you aware of the considerable conceribeing
expressedvithin the finance sector athe failure of
British Airways to provide anadequatedaily return
service from the Isle of Man to Dublin?

The President: | call on the hon.member for
Ramsey, Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you, MrPresident. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The President: And on this occasion Icall on
the hon. member of Council, Mr Kniveton, to reply on
behalf of the minister.

Mr Kniveton: Yes, Mr President. | ammost
certainly aware ofthe concernbeing expressed at the
failure of British Airways to provide anadequatedaily
return service from the Isle of Man to Dublin, and | am
also veryconcernedegardingthe Dublin airservice as
a whole. Furthermore, Winderstandhat the existing
twice-daily service, operated by a 28-seat J41 aircraft, is
to be replaced by aonce-dailymid-afternoon service,
with a 68-seatATP aircraft,from 19th August2002,
andthus aday’s business visito thelsland - or from
the Island toDublin - withoutan overnight staywill
not then be possible as it is now.

A Member: Hear, hear.

Mr Kniveton: This servicewill continue to be
provided by Manx Airlines Limited, flyingunder JE
flight numbers, until September 200&fter which date
British Airways CitiExpress (Isle of Man) Limitedill
become the operator, with BA flight numbers.

Now, as | said, MrPresident, | alsorery much
sharethe hon.member’s concern, especialhow that
the service isbeing reduced tothis one flight aday,
which is clearly inadequate for tlstrong marketwhich
exists between the Isle of Man and Dublin.

A Member: Hear, hear.

Mr Kniveton: However, | can assurihe hon.
member for Ramsey - in faa]l hon. merbers - that
every effort is definitelypeing madeby the department,
in conjunction with theDepartment ofTourism and
using the firm Aviation International Marketinghich
the twodepartments havintly engaged inorder to
retain existing, and create new, routes inorder to
encouragaew incoming businesand tourism traffic.
Furthermore, lcan assureall hon. nembers that
Dublin is certainly atthe top of thelist. | believe we
are succeeding in this, but | cannot, at this stegesal
the commercially confidentiand sensitivediscussions
which are currently taking place;suffice it to say that
discussionsare being held with interestedparties and,
as | say, | am hopefalf a successfubutcome. Now, |
ask the hon. meber for Ramsey, who himself is a
businessman, teealisethat alternativeairlines are not
just waiting round the corner to provideservice at the
drop of ahat. Generally,there are nosuch things as
spare aircraft -and aircraft of reasonable capacity -
available, especially at this time of the year, to step in,
unless,perhaps, theyconsiderthere is asensible and
very profitable commercial proposition before them.
Thank you, Mr President.

The President: Hon. member for Ramsey.

Mr Singer: Thank you. Can thank thehon.
member forthe departmentfor his comprehensive
answer, certainly an encouragiagswer irthe factthat
the department quite clearly appreciatke problems
that are facing, particularly the finance sector inlghe
of Man. Can | ask himwhether therewas any
consultation at all from BA with thdepartmenbefore
they made adecision towithdraw the service - or
change the service as it is novanddoes henot agree
with me that we seem to be getting aeeping
reduction now of BA services oour important routes,
and that we should bencouragingother airlines to be
coming to this Island and using the routasdthat we
should begiving them, therefore, as Isay, every
encouragement to work from this Island because BA are
not to be relied on?

The President: Mr Kniveton.

Mr Kniveton: Yes, Mr President. Wehave
many meetings with British Airways, before they make
decisionsand certainly after the decisionswhich, on
most occasions, we do not like. We haveatoeptthat
Manx Airlines, British Regional, owhateverthey are
going to callit, are now part of British Airways.
However, | believahat wehave to realis¢hat we are
caught up inthe misfortunes, if that is theord, and
the problems which they British Airways - have had
of recent months, certainly since September11th.
Their results of yesterday advisdosses of £200
million, their worst annuatesults since privatisation
in 1975 - that is27 years.Essentially, theyhave to
operate their business in the interests daheir
shareholders Irfterjection by MrSinge) not in the
interests ofanybodyelse. Theyhavehad torationalise
their business: theflave had to chop out anyroutes
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which arenot . . .‘producing’ is the word; they have
had tomake allsorts of cutbacksincluding a 20 per
cent reduction in their aircraft basedthe Isle of Man.
I think that is thevery crux ofthe problenthat exists
today: areduction of 20 pecent in theiraircraft based
in the Isle of ManAircraft have towork harder -they
have to fly more sectors each day - dedhcereliability
andavailability have fallen, and | can tell you, hon.
members, that hasaused us alot of problems.
Encouraging others: as | haamswered irthe first part
of the question, yes, we are doing that andavesbeing
very diligentaboutit. We are working hard on that
one, | can assure you.

The President: Hon. member for Peel.

Mrs Hannan: Thank you,EaghtyraneCould |
ask the member fahe Department offransport:since
the takeover of Manx Airlines by British Airways, has
this takeover beeamooth? Itwould appearthat Manx
Airlines/British Airways donot understandhe needs of
the Isle of Man and ameot going to be able teespond

The President: Now, Mr Kniveton, if you can
answer without going down thaebateline of agolden
share in an airline, please.

Mr Kniveton: Yes, MrPresident, | believe the
hon. menber hasrather expressechis own views on
that, a certain amount of whichnould not like to get
involved intoday. Iwill take themessagéack to the
department, but as he hexgressed hipersonalviews,
| will express my personal views too: sad though it be,
Mr President, gone are tliays ofour national airline,
operated to &arge extent inthe interests of the Isle of
Man, and | hope things will improve.

Mr Houghton: Hear, hear.

‘Fax Polls’'- Legislation to Make lllegal —

Question by the Speaker
for Written Answer

Question 32. The honmember forCastletown

to our needs; is that what the member is suggesting by (vr Speaker) to ask the Chief Minister:

his response?
The President: Mr Kniveton.

Mr Kniveton: Yes, that, in a nutshell, is it,
Mr President.The response issuch that weare not
getting the service that we ustmlhave. Itis very sad.
They aregiving us, as | say, bt of problems at the
airport because oftheir reliability and availability
having fallen, with cancelledflights, particularly to
Birmingham, and they are combining Liverpool and
Manchester. Ouairport is open regularly after hours,
we have had staff problemsve have hado renegotiate
with staff and wehave had to pay extra money for
working after 10 o’clock — and, in fact, we haadvised
the airlinesthat, after 100’clock at night, thestaying
open charge isgoing to beincreasedfrom £350 per
hour to £700 per hour. Amgb it goes on. tan assure
you, Mr President, hon. members, weldwe alot of
problems with the changeover to British Airways.

The President: Hon. member for Onchan,
Mr Karran.

Mr Karran: Eaghtyranewould the member not
agreethat theexpressions otoncern bythe finance
sector adar as British Airways is concerned argust
anotherresult of theexecutive ofthis government not
having taken the opportunity to buygalden share in
British Regional Airways when some of thehon.
members were asking to do sa&fid would healso not
agreethat weneed todevelop asystem ofdeveloping
an air service to the Isle dlan which puts the Isle of
Man first, not last?And will his departmentdevelop
the issue of looking awhether weshould develop an
air service tothe Island in which the taxpayerhas a
golden share irorder toget the prioritiesback around
because of the damage thatan do to thdsland if we
do not have an effectivand efficient air service t&eep
the economy of the Isle of Man going?

Will  the government consider the early
introduction of legislation to make it illegal for fax
polling companies to ‘fax poll’ within the Isle of Man?

Answer

There are no proposals within government's
legislation programme to maket illegal for fax
polling companiesto “fax poll” within the Isle of
Man.

State Retirement Age —
Policy on Fixing —
Question by Mr Henderson
for Written Answer

Question 33. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to ask the Chief Minister:

(1) What is your governmenturrent policy on
fixing the general state retirementage for
citizens to receive state retirement benefits;

(2) what is this age; and

(3) why?

Answer

The questionerrefers to ‘retirement age’ in his
guestion, whichmisrepresents therinciple involved.

There is no such thing in the state pension scheme as a

‘retirement’ condition. People do ndtave to retire to
draw astate pension, but théyave to haveeached a
certain age — currently 65 for mendnot less than 60
for a woman. If a woman hasot paid sufficient
National Insurance contributioris her own right then
she cannotregardless ofage, draw apension in her

TQ 118



TYNWALD COURT, TUESDAY, 21ST MAY 2002

right until her husbandiraws his pension atge 65,
when she carproviding she isat least60, draw her
own pension on the strength dfer husband's
contributions. Theage atwhich womencan draw a
state pension is to be equalised at agd&®/een2010

and 2020. People can retire whenever they want, and no

doubtthose who want teetire earliethan 65 will so
arrange their financial affairs to enable them to do so.
On the Island, the principle is not really the policy

in fixing the age atwhich people maydraw a state
pension; it is about thefundamental policy of
maintaining thepresentreciprocal agreememnwith the
United Kingdom, a policy that hasxistedsince the
National Insurance scheme was introduced 948, and
a policy which haseenendorsedtonsistently bythis
Court ever since. With that policy, it impractical to
take an issue such as thge atwhich peoplecandraw
their state pensionand create differentrules for the
Island. Rules on such dundamentalaspect of the
National Insuranceschememust be kept inline,
otherwise reciprocity irthe formthat wehavehad all
these years simply will not work.

TT Races —
Increase in Anticipated Arrivals —
Question by Mr Henderson
for Written Answer

Question 34. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to ask the Chief Minister:

Is your government imeceipt of any hard factual
evidencewhich wouldindicate that there will be an
extraordinary increaseabove otheryears of visitor
arrivals for the 2002 Isle of Man TT fortnight?

Answer

It is never possible to be sure, imadvance, of
visitor arrivals for theT T fortnight; however,after the
disappointment oflast year's cancellation, we are
hopeful that 2002 will be particularly successful.

Civil Service —
Training of Junior Staff —
Question by Mr Henderson

for Written Answer

Question 35. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to ask the Chief Minister:

What current governmemmploymentpolicies are
in place, throughout all governmendepartments and
statutory boards and promoted inthe private sector,
which ensurethe developmerdnd successiortraining
of junior staff toenablethem toprogresstheir careers,
keepupdatedand well motivated,and have reasonable
promotional aspirations?

Answer

Governmenemploys some3,500 staff,and their
personal development iskey to assuring awell-
motivated and skilled workforce which can respond
positively to the changing demands on it.
Government’s policyor training anddevelopment was
reviewed, with the participation of staff across the
whole of thepublic service, in2000, andthis resulted
in a revised Employee DevelopmentPolicy and
Strategy to achieve thosems. Thatpolicy highlights
that employee developnt is more thamttendance on
formal training courses; itcan takethe form of a
variety of activities, including job rotation, project
work, coaching, participation inorporategroup work
or short-term secondment.

Whilst specialistdevelopment generallyalls to
departmentspoardsand offices, governmenbffers a
wide programme of centraltraining through the
employeedevelopmentarm of the PersonneDffice.
That programme is wide rangirandincludessome 57
courses,covering personagffectiveness management
development,and health and safety awareness, to
mention but a few. Thoseoursesare open to all
public servantand notpromoted tothe privatesector,
as theyare designed toneet government’sdentified
needs.Although | have to say there are approaches
from the private sector foplacesfrom time to time,
these will only be offered where there are vacancies.

Other evidence of the inportance placed on
employee development is the Civil Service
Commission’s strategy for developing the cisérvice,
which aims tofocus onimproved development and
performance obtaff in asystematic wayandwhich is
commensuratevith the principles othe Investors in
People Standard(lIP). Elsewhere ingovernment, a
number of departmentsare actively pursuing [P
accreditation,and somehave achieved that quality
standard.

It must be remembered that government's
workforce is extremelydiverse,and while there is a
central employee developmentpolicy, the ways in
which that isdeliveredwithin departmentsare many
and varied. Therefore, resources directed toidentified
development needs of those staff employed.

More generally, promotion of employee
development inthe private sector falls to the
Department of Trade andIndustry, which provides
training and retraining opportunities and support for
employers to achievivestors in Peoplaccreditation.
Statistics with regard to the numbers of employers who
have achieved IIP accreditation or are pursuing
accreditation can bgrovided by the Department of
Trade and Industry.

Government'sEmployee DevelopmenPolicy is
set out below:

ISLE OF MAN GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYEE DEVELOPMENT POLICY

The Isle of ManGovernment is committed to a
policy of providing training, developmentand career
opportunities across the public service to all its
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employees. Itrecognisesthe importance oftraining
and development inproviding skilled, flexible, well-
motivated employees tdeliver a widerange ofhigh
quality public serviceswhich meet the current and
future needs of the Island’s population.

The implementation ofthis policy involves
everyone within the organisation:

Members of the Government, Chief
Officers and Senior Managers:in providing and
communicating the objectives agdals ofgovernment
(both theoverall objectivesof loM Government and
the specific objectives of DepartmentsBoards and
Offices); and in supporting staff development by the
provision of resources and encouragement.

Line Managers: in providing support for
development byidentifying skills and competencies
required for both the current job and future
development; identifying targets and objectives;
agreeing personal development plans; providing
supportand assistance tdmplement the plans; and
providing recognition of achievement through
appraisal, feedback etc.

Individuals: by taking ownership of their
development by actively contributing to tbeeation of
their personaldevelopmentplan; and following the
plan to meet targets and objectives.

Staff will be encouraged tdake responsibility for
their own development. Governmenwill provide
support and actively encourage learning and
development opportunities aimed at continuous
improvement for all its employees by:

Appraisal and discussion between managers
and staff on development needs.

Ensuring the provision of arange of
assessment, training and development
activities to develop the skills and
competenciesrequired for the employee’s
current job and for career development.

Providing information andupport forflexible
career development across the rang@b$ in
government.

Recognition of achievements.

The provision ofan EmployeeDevelopment
Strategy which supports this policy.

Work Permits — Waiting Time to Obtain —

Question by Mr Henderson
for Written Answer

Question 36. The honmember for Douglas
North (Mr Henderson) task the Nhister for Trade
and Industry:

(1) Can you state the average approximate
amount of timet takesfor the granting of a
work permit fromapplication to permission,
if appropriate, when thatperson receives a
letter from the Work Permit Committee; and

(2) can they, or their prospective employer,
telephone thesecretary ofthe committee for
verbal information?

Answer

(1) Where anapplication is straightforward, it
currently takes approximately seven working
daysfrom receipt of the application to the
time when the permit is issued to the
employer and a copy is sent to the worker.

Where matters are more involved or
controversial, thenconsideration, which is
likely to involve the VWork Permit
Committee, maytake up toseveral weeks,
allowing for the submission of allrelevant
material and for theommittee toconvene and
determine the application. If refused, an
application may be the subject ofequest for
a review of that decision before the Work
Permit Committee. If theefusal is upheld,
the matter may then be subject to a@ppeal
before an independent appeal tribunal.

(2) The Secretary tthe WorkPermit Committee
and her staff can, where appropriate provide
informationverbally as tothe progresof an
application for a work permit.

Work Permits Committee —
Inability to Process Applications —
Question by Mr Henderson
for Written Answer

Question 37. The hon. méer for Douglas North
(Mr Henderson) to askhe Minister for Trade and
Industry:

(1) Have therebeenany times during the last 24
monthswherethe Work PermitsCommittee
has been unable tgrocessapplications for
work permits; and

(2) if so, how many times has that occurredhat
period?

Answer

(1) | am notaware ofany timesduring the past
24 months where the Work Permit
Committee hasbeen unable to process
applications. There will, however, clearly

have been occasions on which consideration of

applications hasbeen deferred pending a
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meeting of the committee, opending the
submission offurther information from the
applicant employer. Some delagnalso arise
simply because ofthe timing of the
application inregard tothat ofthe committee
meetings.

(2) Broadly speaking, a full meeting of the Work
Permit Committee igonvenedonce amonth
to consider applications for WoiRermits and
related matters, with afurther short meeting
convenedduring the intervening period to
considermatters such aequestdor a review
of refusal decisions.

Work Permits — Process of Applying
and Granting — Question by
Mr Henderson for Written Answer

Question 38. The honmember for Douglas
North (Mr Henderson) task the Nhister for Trade
and Industry:

(1) Can you explain briefly what thegeneral
process of applying for a work perng@ntails;

(2) doesthe committee itselprocessevery work
permit, orare there circumstancesvhere this
can be done at an administrative level?

Answer

(1) Anapplicant for a work permit mustubmit a
completed application forrto the Department
of Trade andIndustry, togetherwith the
application fee,which is currently set at
£10.00. The information to be contained in an
application isprescribed aSchedule 1 to the
Control of EmploymentRegulations 1993.
In the case of arapplication relating talirect
employment, information has to be
submitted, at different parts of the same form,
by both the prospective employer and
prospectiveemployee, whilefor applications
which relate to prospectiveself-employment,
information is required from the individual
only. Further information may bgrovided in
support of an applicationand this may
include, for example, detailed information
relating to the background of an employer and
the reasons forthe vacancy having arisen,
information relating tothe recruitment and

selection process that has been followed, notes

from interviews and copiadf applications and
curriculum vitae for theapplicants for the
post. Should such information not peovided

at the time of application, then some or all of
this may berequested,later if considered
necessary.

In certain cases,arrangementsnay be made
for an employer to meetvith the Work
Permit Committee  to discuss the
circumstances o# particular caseThis may
occur whenthe application is firstonsidered,
or where arapplication hadeenrefused and a
review of that decisiontakesplace beforethe
committee.

(2) Not all applicationsrequire consideration by
the WorkPermit Committee, that camittee
having delegatedauthority to its secretary,
who may determine applications within
certain parameters.

Work Permits System —
Discrimination against Local Staff —
Question by Mr Henderson
for Written Answer

Question 39. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to askhe Minister for Trade and
Industry:

(1) Canyou indicatehow the Isle of Man work
permit systemcurrently discriminatesagainst
some local staff, astated byyou on a Manx
Radio interview on the morningf 13th May
2002; and

(2) how many timesare you aware of this
happening?

Answer

(1) There havebeen two particular allegations
brought to my attention ogeveral occasions
by Isle of Man workersvho havefelt that the
work permit system hasffectively been
circumvented to their disadvantage.

In the presenémployment climateemployers
are acutely aware of the need to securesthtf
that theyrequire asquickly as possible, both
as a response tothe realities of the
commercial pressuresunder which they
operate, includingthose pressures arising
directly from difficultiesin recruiting/retaining
staff, and to ensurethat prospectiveworkers
do not take up employmentelsewhere as a
result of anydelay or uncertainty in the
recruitment process.

The allegation hasbeen that employers,
having identified a workdor whom a permit
would be required, do not progress
applications from Isle ofMan workers, in
order toavoid any difficulties that mayarise
through thecurrent mandatory requiremt in
the work permit system for regard to bad to
the matter of the likelihood of suitable Isle of
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Man workers being available. Unless
information about theemployer's actions is
brought to the attentionf the Work Permit
Committee or its secretary, the likelihood of a
permit being granted would be high. The
second common allegationis that some
employershave drawn up advertisements and
job descriptions insuch a way as tensure
that Isle of Manworkersareless likely to be
suitable. This may be byequiring specific
experience or expertisghich a known Isle of
Man worker doesnot possess. It is isuch
ways that Isle of Marworkers may perceive
themselves subject to discrimination.

(2) It is not possible tadentify the number of
occasions when suchractices haveoccurred
or led to the granting of a permit to the
disadvantage of Isle of Man workers.

Noble’s Hospital — Waiting Lists —
Analysis — Question by Mr Henderson
for Written Answer

Question 40. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to ask th#linister for Health and
Social Security:

(1) How many Isle of Mamesidentsare currently
on all planned elective admissions to the
Island’s general hospital for all surgical and
medical areas;

(2 how many different waiting-lists are there; and

(3) into what medical and surgical categories do
they break down?

Answer

(1) Atthe end of March 2002, the total number of
patients waitingfor in-patient treatment at
Noble’s Hospital was 882.

(2) There are currentlgight consolidatedvaiting-
lists.

(3) The categories of waiting-list ages set out in
the tables below, which show the number of
peoplewaiting for in-patienttreatment at the
end of March 2002 for each speciality, and, for
comparison,correspondindfigures for March
2001.

It should benoted that the number of patients
waiting for in-patienttreatment athe end of
March 2002 shows a reduction of 5.9% on the
figures at the end of March 2001.

See Tables 1 and 2 on following page (TQ 123).

Noble’s Hospital — Outpatients’ Clinics

Cancelled in TT Period —
Question by Mr Henderson
for Written Answer

Question 41. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to ask th#linister for Health and
Social Security:

Will all out-patient clinics be cancelledfor the
2002 Isle of Man TT fortnight?

Answer

No. There are no out-patient
cancelled specifically for the T.T.

clinics being

Cardiothoracic Centre, Broadgreen
—Waiting-List Audit —
Question by Mr Henderson

for Written Answer

Question 42. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to ask th#linister for Health and
Social Security:

(1) Can you confirmthat your department has
completed its waiting-list audit of Island
residentswaiting for a cardiac angiogram, or
heart surgery, or related operations at the
CardiothoracicCentre,Broadgreenand is this
the only cardiac centre used by the Isle of Man
Department of Health and Social Security; and

(2) canyou also confirmthat it is arelatively
simple exercise and say whyhiastaken your
departmenimmonthssince this issuewas first
raised to count a few names on a waiting-list?

Answer

(1) 1 can advise thahe Noble’sHospital Clinical
Audit Committee iscurrently carryingout an
audit of waiting-list informationfor patients
who have beerreferred tothe Cardiothoracic
Centre at Broadgreen Hospital, Liverpool.
Some delay was experiencedwhilst patient
information  was awaited from the
CardiothoracicCentre; that information has
now been received.

Whilst the majority oflsle of Man patients
are referred to Broadgreen Hospital for
cardiothoracidreatmentrecordsshow that in
the lastfinancial year referralhavealso been
made to the following clinics/hospitals: Royal
Liverpool University Hospital, Papworth
Hospital, Wthenshawe Hospital, Harefield
Hospital, Bristol RoyalInfirmary, and the
Royal Brompton Hospital, London.

(2) The process ofaudit is not simply the
production of names or numbers, but involves
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a review by aclinician of theeffect of any
delay in treatmentexperienced by gatient.

This would include anassessment of the

clinical condition of the patientand their

individual circumstancesSubject to theaudit

findings, particularly in relation to whether
waiting times posed dinical risk to patients,
my departmentwvill considerwhat actions, if
any, may be necessary.

TT Races — Increase in Anticipated
Arrivals — Question by Mr Henderson
for Written Answer

Question 43. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) to ask th®linister for Tourism and
Leisure:

Are there any indicators, from booking figurtast
your department has accedss whichindicate that there
will be anextraordinary increaseabove otheryears in
visitor arrivals for the 2002 Isle of Man TT fortnight ?

Answer

The Isle of ManSteamPacketCompany Limited
and airline operators supply my departmentwith
information on bookings on a regular basis in dsel-
up to TT fortnight. As this is comercially sensitive
information, it is supplied in confidence to my
department. The latest bookimjormation supplied to
my departmentfrom the SteamPacket Company
relates to inbound travel for theeriod 24th May 2002
to 6th June 2002, for bookings made up to 20th May.
This suggests that bookingst this stage are
approximately 11% lower for motorcycles, and 14% for
passengers, whezomparedwvith TT 2000. Inrespect
of Manx Airlines, indications are that passenger
numbers will be approximately 20,000; thepresents
a decrease 02,000, or a 10%lecrease, omir travel
compared to TT 2000. Howevétr should be borne in
mind thatthese figuresarenot conparable on a like-
for-like basis, inthat adjustmenmneeds to be made for
late arrivals. This is arextremely difficult area to
predict, but current indicatorsuggest thatrrivals for
TT 2002 will be close to TT 2000, which wasegord
year in terms of attendance.

Table 1
In-Patient Waiting-Lists At 31 March 2002
Speciality <3 Mths <6 Mths 6-8 Mths | 9-11Mths 12+ Mths Total
General Medicine 10 1 4 3 18
General Surgery 207 59 19 5 8 298
Gynaecology 56 56
E.N.T. 69 14 6 2 2 93
Ophthalmology 85 15 4 1 5 110
Orthopaedics 134 42 16 1 2 195
Oral surgery 103 4 1 108
Rheumatology 3 1 4
Total 667 136 46 13 20 882
Table 2
In-Patient Waiting-Lists At 31 March 2001
Speciality <3 Mths <6 Mths 6-8 Mths | 9-11Mths 12+ Mths Total
General Medicine 6 3 1 10
General Surgery 201 59 14 3 2 279
Gynaecology 27 2 29
E.N.T. 73 50 17 140
Ophthalmology 66 50 18 1 4 139
Orthopaedics 160 44 7 1 1 213
Oral surgery 113 4 1 118
Rheumatology 6 6
Total 652 212 58 5 7 934
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