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Long-Wave Broadcasting Station —
Planning — Environmental Impact —
Question by Mr Quine

Question 1. The honmember for Ayre, Mr
Quine, to ask the Chief Minister:

Q) Can you confirm that thproposedsiting of a
long-wave radio broadcasting station Iele of
Man territorial waters does not give rise to the
Town and Country Planning Act procedures;

2 if this is the case, what procedures are
applicable tothe proposeddevelopment at (1)
and what provision is made for assessing any -

@ visual intrusion;
(b) noise;
(©) effect on wildlife;
d other environmental impacts; and
(e electrical and telecommunications
interference;
3) what provision is made for input by the

general public into the applicatioprocess and
more specifically the issues referred to at (2);

4 haveany assessmenteeferred to in (2) been
carried out;

(5) if so, by whom; and

(6) will the results be made available to the
general public and, if so, when?

The Speaker: | call on the hon.member for
Ayre, Mr Quine.

Mr Quine: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | bedpave
to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The Speaker: | call on the hon.member for
Onchan, The Chief Minister, Mr Corkill.

Mr  Corkill: ~ Thank you, Mr Speaker.
Permission under the Town and Country Planmats
is not requiredfor a developmentvithin the Island’s
territorial seasThe seabedbelow the territorialsea is
vested in the Department of Transport, and any
development withithe territorialseathereforerequires
that department'sapproval asandowner. In addition,
the departmerthas astatutory responsibilityo satisfy
itself that navigationasafety isnot prejudiced,but its
principle role is as landowner.

As therelevantauthority, it isfor the department
to satisfy itself orwhateveraspects ofiny proposal it
considers appropriate. In dischargihgt responsibility
it takesadvice from the Territorial SeaCommittee,
which is an interdepartmentalteam of government
officers. This processhas applied in relation to other

developments inthe territorial sea such ascables,
pipelines and developments in exploratory drilling.

There is no requiremeribr input by thegeneral
public into theconsideration of ampplication. Itwill
be unusuafor there to bepublic participationin any
application process togovernment for approval or
permissionwhere the issue of planning permission
does not arise.

| am aware thaas part oftheir investigationsnto
the proposal referred to ithe question, thelepartment
required the submission ah environmntal statement,
and that was provided layfirm of consultingengineers
and scientistscalled WatermanEnvironmental. | am
not aware of the contents ofthat environmental
statement owhether itwill be published. | assume it
is the property of the applicanmndwhether omot it
is published by theapplicants, or by thelepartment
with the approval of the applicants, a matter for the
department and the applicants to consider.

The Speaker: Hon.
Quine.

member for Ayre, Mr

Mr Quine: Yes, thank you, sir. Is th€hief
Minister aware that the proposed platform would,
amongst othethings, houseelectric generatingplant
sufficient to service or pet the needsf Peel,secondly
that it would provide storage for150,000 litres of
diesel oil, and that thirdly it would have aradio
transmitter of such strength &s give riseto serious
public healthandenvironmentaloncerns?And would
the Chief Minister notagreethat any or all ofthese
matters could be to the detriment of safety of
navigation?

The Speaker: Hon. nmemberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: Mr Speaker, Ihave information
from the Department of Transport regarding the
environmentalassessmentand they advise that the
assessmergtated,amongst othethings, issuego do
with visual intrusion, noisegffects onwildlife and
electrical and telecommunicationsnterference. \Were
these matterswere considered tchave an impact,
remedial measures were proposed and accepted.

The departmentmade its own enquiries of the
NorthernLighthouseBoard to satisfy itself thatradio
navigation systemswould not be affected by the
proposal. | can also say thatthe environmental
assessmeraind the Department ofTransportfindings
werethen distributed tothe Territorial SeaCommittee
members in order that theyndtheir departmentgould
assess the informaticavailable tothem in sofar as
was required by their statutory responsibilities.

The Speaker:Hon. memberfor DouglasNorth,
Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrSpeaker.Given
that planningdevelopmenprocedures daot apply in
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this particular situation, what independentassessment
has been made in regard tosafety, electrical and
communicationinterference effect on wildlife, noise
and visual intrusion? And atkese mattersot of such
importance as tovarrant afull andopen investigation
with provision for public input, sir?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill:  The hon. member for Douglas
North, Mr Houghton, quite rightly states about the
planning situation, and | referréal that in my original
reply. The Townand Country Planning Act 0fLl999,
which had its appointedday order in Nrch 2000,
defines the exterdf the area covered byhe Actitself,
and | quote, ‘The Town and Country Planning Act
1999 extends tothe whole of thelsland,’ but it also
states that ‘This Act shall naxtend tothe territorial
seas of thdsland except tosuch extenaindsubject to
such exceptionsand modifications as may be
prescribed.” Therare no specific regulationsintended

to be introduced by the department and so it stands as it

is. | think | havealreadystatedthat anenvironmental
assessment hdmenproduceddealingwith the issues

of concern that the hon. member for Douglas North has

raised in his supplementary question.

The Speaker: Hon. member for Ayre, Mr
Quine.

Mr Quine: Yes, thank you, sir. Given thmele
of the Territorial SeaCommittee iseffectively that of
the Planning Committeeand that under the
conventionalplanning processall the documentation
relevant to the inquiry arithe reasongor the decisions
taken inthat inquiry are madepublic, why should the
same openness approachmot betaken in relation to

this matter? What is there to hide? Why should there be

this difference?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: Mr Speakerthe hon.member is
saying there is something tode; | amnot awarethat
there isanything tohide, but thehon. member in his
questionalso challengesthe validity of the planning
Act as towhether weshould have glanning process
similar to on landor the territorialsea areaCan | say
that there are reasomdy the Act wascast the way it
was, and that is that tlwavnership of theerritorial sea
vests inthe governmentthere istherefore arabsolute
control over whatcan be constructedsovernment is
able to safeguard the Island’s interests anduceiertake
whatever investigations or consultationgdnsiders to
be desirable. Thereforethat was thereasoning why
there is no necessity tatroduceplanning controls for
this area, sir.

The Speaker: Hon. member for Ayre, Mr
Quine.

Mr Quine: The Chief Minister’s lastresponse
does not addresse question ofvhy the publicshould
be excluded from this process. Why do ma¢ have the
same openness?There is apublic interest in this
matter, which is within theerritorial watersjust as it
is in relation to a matter ofand even if that land is
government-owned. W should this distinction be
drawn?That is the point | am trying to mak&ould
the Chief Minister explain that to me, please?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill:  Mr Speaker, it wasot | that took
the town and countrplanning legislation througthis
hon. place, butthere isnothing to actually stop the
public commenting if they wish; in fact, would
suggest thaprocess ishappening at thenoment. But
responsibility rests witlgovernmentandthey exercise
the responsibility in the public interest.

Now, thereseems to beoncernabout safeguards
andthereare various safeguardsvhich are built in to
the broadcasting licencand the lease of easement.
These do protect the environment, shipping,ghality
of the broadcastingand soon. They alsorelate to
restitution in the event of commercial failure. Mr
Speaker, lhave got confidence inthe Department of
Transportand the Communicationg€€Commission to
put in place the necessary safeguard§hey have a
statutory duty to do that, sir.

The Speaker: Hon. nember for Peel, Mrs
Hannan.

Mrs Hannan: Thank you,Vainstyr Loayreyder.
Could | ask the Chieffinister if this information will

be made public and whether the public can comment on

this information such agetting this huge amount of
fuel, referred to bythe member for Ayre, teohis radio
mast? Willthere bepeople onboardthe whole of the
time or will it just be controlled by telemetry or
whatever? How are people to know that the
environment is being safeguardesim theseissues and
also theradio emissions thatare given out by this
mast?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: 1 think it would beuseful to say
that the Territorial SeaCommittee iscomprised of
officers the Department of Transport, Trade and
Industry, the Department of Local Governmant the
Environment, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry, from Treasury, from the ChRfcretary’s
office and the Attorney-GeneralGhambers, so there is
a breadth of governmentadput into that committee. |
do not want to get into thepecifics ofthe controls
that the statutory authoritiewill be applying, the
CommunicationsCommissionand the Department of
Transport, as kaid in my previous answer, but in
terms of the amount of fuedtoredfor the purpose, |
would suggest thatthere are anumber of shipping
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routes going quite close to the Island where fuel for the

Question 2. The honmember for Ayre, Mr

powering ofthose vessels goes past our shores on a Quine, to ask the Chief Minister:

regular basis.

I understand the concerns which are beaiged by
hon. members, Mr Speaker. What | am trying to say in
my answer isthat the authoritiesare differentfrom
planning, theprocess idifferentandthereare reasons
for that. Quitesimply, for instance, interms of how
planning lawmight be applied to the territorial sea
area, onland, ofcourse, peopldave rights under the
Act because thegre aparty to theplanning. They are
neighbours or they amdfected bythe proposahdjacent
to them. This is not the situation with therritorial
sea, as have saidGovernmenthas total controbver
the area because it has ownership ofsttebed and the
territorial sea area. Therefore the procesgamg to be
different. With regard ttlow public the information in
the environmentalassessmenmight be, that is a
matter for theprovider of that informationand the
Department of Transport who have assessedthat
information, and | cannot give amdertakingone way
of the other in myanswerthis morning, MrSpeaker,
about that decision.

The Speaker: Hon. member for Ayre, Mr
Quine.

Mr Quine: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | ansure
the Chief Minister will acceptthat theseprocesses
must not only befair but beseen to befair. Is it
therefore not most unfortunatteat heshould sedit to
make partisanif not supportive, comments irespect
of this application to themediawhen this matter is
underconsideration hot only under consideration but
under consideration by, as he has intimated, a
committee of civilservantsDoesthe Chief Minister
agree, albeit with hindsight, that those comments
should not have been made?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: The hon.memberrefers to media
comment by myself whichwas in response to
questions asked by the media, when it wlaarthat in
fact the Territorial SeaSommittee hadjiven approval.
The press asked nfier a comment onthat, and | made
it quite clear in my commerhat a planningprocess at
a previoussituation hadbeen clearlydecidedupon by
the planninginspectorand agreed byhe Council of
Ministers that an on-land installation - we all know the
outcome ofthat, it was refused. | think in my
comments to the pressialas stating th@bvious, that
this was adifferentway of going about acommercial
venture, andhat is all Icommented on ahe time in
response to questions from journalists, Mr Speaker.

Broadcasting Licences —
Requirements re Issue —
Question by Mr Quine

Q) Can you confirm that by virtue of the
Broadcasting Act there is ambligation on the
CommunicationCommission toensure the
issue of a broadcasting licence is mamdy to
a ‘fit and proper person’; and

2 can you also confirmthat in meeting the
requirement at (1), the investigation would embrace -
@ office bearers and shareholders;
(b) company solvency; and
(c) viability of the company business
plan?

The Speaker: | call upon the hon. ember for
Ayre, Mr Quine.

Mr Quine: Thank you, Mr Speaker. | beg to ask
the question standing in my name.

The Speaker: | call on the hon. meber for
Onchan, Mr Corkill, the Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: Mr Speakerthe answer tothe first
part of the questionis, ‘yes.” Section24(a) of the
Broadcasting Act 1993 requires that the
Communications Commission shall not graricance
to any persorunless it issatisfiedthat he is a fit and
proper person to hold it. The requirement for pleeson
to be fit andproper is continuousndnot just relevant
to the point at which dicence is granted:Fit and
proper’ is not defineth the Actand issomething of a
catch-all which allows the Communications
Commission totake into accountall matterswhich
appear to be relevant and relatedhte applicant in any
particular case.

Mr Speaker, obviously, in granting the
provisional licence in 1999, the Communications
Commissionfound nothing to thedetriment of the
applicant which causea concern inrelation tothe ‘fit
and proper’ test. As the test is continuous, if
circumstances were shown to har&ngedsince 1999,
the CommunicationsCommission would, no doubt,
re-evaluate their position, sir.

The Speaker: Hon.
Quine.

member for Ayre, Mr

Mr Quine: Yes, can the Chief Minister, in
relation to the earlier application, advise us vdaaied
out these checks as to whetbemnot the applicant was
a fit andproper personand furthermore, can he give
us an assurance that the matters identified in two of my
questionswere specifically addressednd, if they were
not specifically addressed,why were they not
specifically addressed?

The Speaker: Hon. nmemberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.
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Mr Corkill: 1 think | must say, MrSpeaker,
that as a general point tegaluation of an applicant as
being fit and proper, or notas thecasemay be, is
statutorily a matter for the Communications
Commission,which is a statutoryboard of Tynwald,
of governmentand it isnot for the Chief Minister to
comment or determine the Communications
Commission to dowith matters which theyhave or
should havedakeninto account. | cannostart getting
into the detail that the hon.questioner isasking me
this morning in term®f how the ‘fit and proper’ test
was appliedThat is amatter for thecommission to
deal with, sir.

The Speaker:Hon member for Ayre, Mr Quine.

Mr Quine: Yes, with regard to the current
offshore application, in particular the grant of this
provision siting licence, again, at this pointriglation
to that specific application, what examination bhaen
carried out toascertain whether arot the applicant, if
we are talking about the same being continuedairesn
a fit andproper person? Whbascarriedthat out. Has
it been carried out in relation to the present position?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: 1 would suggest, MrSpeaker, that
the question has to be addrestethe Chairman of the
CommunicationsCommission. It is not the Chief
Minister’s role.

Sellafield — Safety Measures —
Assurances -
Question by Mr Henderson

Question 3. The hormember forDouglas North,
Mr Henderson, to ask the Chief Minister:

In a written reply tomy question in theDecember
sitting of Tynwald Court, in relation to safety
measures, the UK Government have takepratecting
Sellafield, following the events of 11th September,
you indicatedthat; ‘there are concernsabout thevery
limited information that has been madeailable to the
Isle of Man Government irelation to measurebeing
taken.” Could youwonfirm what youare doing in order
to expand orthis limited informationacceptingsome
security measureshave to be secret, in pursing
reassurances from the UK Government in respect of the
Island’s externalsafety forwhich they are responsible,
in the eventSellafield might be threatened,and the
potentially devastatingeffectsthis would have for the
Isle of Man?

The Speaker: | call on the hon. minister for
Douglas North, Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill:  Thank you, MrSpeaker. Thdsle
of Man Government wrote orilOth Decemberlast,
asking theUnited Kingdom Government, through the
Lord Chancellor's department, forclear assurances
regardingthe adequacy otthe security reasures being
taken to protect th&ellafield site and other similar
installations inBritain. We have received aninterim
response from the Lor@hancellor’sdepartmensaying
that our letter hasheen sent to therelevant UK
Governmentdepartmentfor reply. As yet wehave
received no substantive reply to our concerns.

Whilst therewill be somelimits on what details
of security neasures wenight reasonably receive, we
are obviously keen tosecure asnuch reassurance as
possible. We are therefore pressing the United
Kingdom Governmenbn the issue. Weare also kept
up to date with any security developmentsvhich are
within the remit of BNFL,and Tynwald has already
been informed that the Department of Local
Governmentandthe Environment wasgepresented at a
Community security briefingon 19th October 2001
andthe departmenteceived arupdate onthis on 10th
January last, sir.

The Speaker:Hon. memberfor DouglasNorth,
Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, MrSpeaker.Does
the Chief Minister not think that to be put on an
interim response is nothing but a fob-off (Mr
Houghton: Hear, hear.)and is he aware of the
information given to thédouse ofCommonsDefence
Committee recently which indicated that in the event of
Sellafield being attacked, sabotaged atherwise, it
could potentially threatenthe whole of the north of
England, including partef Scotlandand Ireland, and
that we need to be pressing a lot harder than currently?

The Speaker: Hon. nmemberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: Can | assurethe hon.member that
I am not going to béobbedoff and it hasbeenraised
at the highest level that wexpect a response.
Obviously thereare security details which should not
and cannot be made public.

With regard tothe risk of terrorism attack on
Sellafield | thank the hon. ember forpointing out
that in fact the north ofEngland in particular, Ireland
and the Isle of Man. All have a joint interest in making
sure thatthe whole establishment is aafe as it can
be. Governmentolicy, of course, in an Isle of Man
context is to promote thelosure ofthe establishment,
the completeclosure ofit, but certainly the question
alludes tothe problemsfacing the world to do with
terrorism and that is what ware pressing for, a reply,
and | expect to have one sooner rather than later.
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The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Ramsey, Mr
Singer.

Mr Singer: Mr Speaker, has your government in
the meantim@lanned for theemergencysituation of a
serious incident occurring at Sellafield, for example the
protection of ourchildren attendingschools, hospital
evacuations and informing the publit general, in the
Isle of Man,what protective masureghey musttake
if a serious incident does occur?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister.

Mr Corkill: All I can say this morning, Mr
Speaker, is thathere is an emergencyplan for the
Island which covers a numbef largedisasterscenarios
and which is adocumentthroughout government so
that there is aco-ordinatedresponse to a serious
emergency on the Islan@hat isin placeandhasbeen
for some time through the Department of Home
Affairs’ EmergencyPlanning Division. Iwould not
like to talk the issue up this morning, Mipeaker, |
am just seeking the assurancesfrom the United
Kingdom Governmenthat that risk is kept to an
absolute minimum.

The Speaker:Hon. memberfor DouglasNorth,
Mr Henderson.

Mr Henderson: Thank you, Mr Speaker.thank
the hon. Chief Ministefor his assurances star but
would he not agree witlne that thecollective orjoint
working partiesand initiatives that he hasnentioned
so far do not proportionatelgddresghe seriousness of
this problem by a long stretch anchiéedsmore input,
especially given that some of the buildingsSatlafield
date back tothe 1950swhere storagetanks contain
Caesium-137, similar to the Chernobyl contamination,
andthat this radioactivesoup cannot beprocessed as
there isa backlog and presentsitself as theperfect
radiological weapon for the terrorist?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Onchan, Mr
Corkill, Chief Minister, to reply.

Mr Corkill: I do not wish toactually getinto a
debateaboutthis, Mr Speakerput to say to thenon.
member that some dhe questions whave asked, we
have asked about counter-measueasjsaged beyond a
25-mile radius inthe event of areach ofhigh level
waste storagéanks atSellafield, wehaveaskedabout
possible structural enhancement ofiquid high-level
waste storagéacilities and wehavealso asked if there
is to be a review of theounter-measuresurrounding a
number of nuclear power stations, because fieihaps
not just Sellafield, although obviously that is dfigh
interest to us being right on our doorstep.

| wish to perhaps have a final comment that this is
being discussed at the highest level; | do expetiai®
answersfrom the relevant departments ithe United
Kingdom Government, the questionars very valid in
putting forward their concernsabout the establishment

and | will seek to geainswers tahose questions. | do
not havethem this morning, MiSpeaker,but we are
pushing and | hopkon. membersvill acceptthat that
is what happening.

Income Tax —
Co-Habiting Couples’ Option —
Question by Mr Houghton

Question 4. The hormember forDouglas North,
Mr Houghton, to ask the Minister for the Treasury:

Would you be willing to include in your next
Income TaxBill an option for co-habiting couples to
be able to transfer their personal allowancebetween
each other?

The Speaker: The hon. nember for Douglas
North, Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The Speaker: | call on the hon. meber for
Ramsey, Mr Bell, Minister for Treasury.

Mr Bell: Mr Speaker,hon. menbers will be
aware that anarriedcoupleliving together as man and
wife are entitled to transfer any unutilised personal
allowance and lower rate band between either spouse.

The issue that has been raised from time to time is
whetherthis should beextended tounmarriedcouples.
The Treasurypolicy has beenthat two people who
decide to live together and not bemied areexercising
their right to remairsingle, inwhich casethey should
be taxed accordingly. Individuals do moveaind out of
relationships on aegular basis and it takes little
imagination toappreciatéhow difficult it would be to
administer such a proposal.

In recent years the Treasury has sought to level out
the playingfield for families. This hasbeenachieved
by extendingthe additional personalallowance to co-
habiting couples with children. To extend the
transferability of personadllowances to siply two
personsliving together maywell be a costly and
complex change.

Mr Speaker, for the presenflreasury policy
remainsunchanged inthis area,but | can assure the
hon. menher that Ishall bereviewing it when the
IncomeTax Bill, to which hon. member hageferred,
comes before Treasury for more detailed consideration.

The Speaker:Hon. member forDouglas North,
Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Yes, thank you, MrSpeaker. |
welcomethe hon.member’sreply that he isgoing to
look into it and Iwould ask him to thinkagain in the
modern-daytimes and bearing in mindthe human
rights of thosepeople Geveral Members: Hear,
hear.) especially those who hdwed togethefor, say,
five years or longer.
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The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Ramsey, Mr
Bell.

Mr Bell: Yes, | note the comments of the
questioner.

Buzz Bus -
Withdrawal from Service in Douglas —
Question by Mr Houghton

Question 5. The hormember forDouglas North,
Mr Houghton, to ask the Minister for Education:

Why has the Buzz Busbeen withdrawnfrom
service in Douglas on Friday evenings?

The Speaker: | call on the hon.member for
Douglas North, Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The Speaker: | call on the hon.member for
Garff, Mr Rodan, Minister for Education.

Mr Rodan: Thank you, MrSpeaker. TheBuzz
Bus, which is thedepartment'smobile youth project,
has operated in anumber of locations since it was
introduced. These haveincluded Peel, Marown and
Union Mills. The vehicle iscurrently, today, in use in
Port Erin, Laxey and Anagh Coar. Theproject has
operated onDouglas promenadesince it was first
introduced,but it waswithdrawn towardshe end of
2001, lastyear, following a requestfrom the police,
who had received complaints from nearby residents.

The Speaker:Hon. member forDouglas North,
Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Yes, thank you, MrSpeaker.
Can the hon. minister ngromise thishon. House to
review his department’'sdecision and even make
provision for this verypopular attractiorio be situated
elsewhere orDouglaspromenadeor, for that matter,
elsewhere inDouglas, such as Willaston dYoble’s
Park areas, where it will be very much welcomed, sir?

The Speaker: Hon. member for Garff, Mr
Rodan, Minister for Education.

Mr Rodan: Mr Speaker, yed,am happy togive
that confirmationbecause Wwould wish to emphasise,
firstly, that while the Buzz Bus is notcurrently the
focal point for work by detachedyouth workers with
the youngpeople whoregularly congregate on the

promenade on a Friday evening, the youth workers who

were employed othat bushave continued tavork on
the promenade, workirgjongside thexisting detached
youth worker team. Discussions have been takiage
as to the possibility of siting this bther elsewhere
on thepromenade or indeed, dlse hon.member has

suggests, other parts of Douglasdthosediscussions
are currently ongoing, because Ithink we should

recognise that the bus has usefidiyved as dase for
that team of detached youttorkers and alsprovides a
place ofsafety for some of theyoung people who
regularly congregate inspecific areasand for those

youngsters who, | am sorry 8RY, have beerinvolved

in issues such asnderagedrinking anddrug abuse. It
is therefore an important place where the youtinkers

can verymuch getinvolved with thoseyoung people.
Thank you very much.

Police — Ramsey-Douglas
Transfer of Officers —
Question by Mr Singer

Question 6. The hon. ember for Ramsey (Mr
Singer) to ask the Minister for Home Affairs:

Will you give anassurancethat there is no
intention to permanentlytransfer police officers from
Ramsey to Douglas?

The Speaker:Question 6. The hormember for
Ramsey, Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | bedpave
to ask the question standing in my name.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mr Braidwood, Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr Braidwood: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The
Isle of Man Constabularyis committed to visible
community policing. This isthe main basis upon
which all policing activitytakes place. Thdorce is
striving to increasdts links with all communities on
the Island and inprove the level ofservice that it
provides. Consequentlthe constabulary iscurrently
reviewing howandwhere it deploysits resources. The
most recent report by Her Majesty’s Inspector of
Constabulary formerly recommended that the
distribution of existing staff according to demand
should be reviewed. This reinforces the Chief
Constable’sintentions to rake themost effective and
efficient use of resources throutite deployment of its
officers. Thereview recommended byHer Majesty’s
Inspector of Constabularywill be completedduring
Februaryandwill of course,take full account of the
needs andexpectations acrossll the communities
throughout the Island’he hon.memberwill be aware
of the commitment that my department has to policing
in Ramsey through oudevelopment ofimproved
facilities at the Ramsey police station, being one of the
department’s existing capital project schemes.

The Speaker: Hon. nember for Ramsey, Mr
Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you. | thank the hon.
minister for his reply. Does he not realise that | am not
particularly happywith his answer, inthat particularly
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by improving thefacilities at thepolice station in
Ramsey thatloesnot mean wearegoing to keep the
same number gfolicemen thereAnd from his answer
do| take it that he is not giving anwgssurancehat
police officers will be removed permanently from

Ramsey, particularly in the light of the complaints that

have comethrough this hon. House and elsewhere
about the problems in Douglasherethereare said to
be insufficientpolice? So am Icorrect in saying,

therefore, that there is a great possibility thataaect

the shortagein Douglas, there may well be an
intention to remove police officers from Ramsey?

The Speaker:| would remind the honmembers
that the object of questiosto aska questiorand not
make a statemention. membeifor DouglasEast, Mr
Braidwood.

Mr Braidwood: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | think

it would be rather inappropriate and premature of me to

give a commitmenuntil the review of the police in
Ramsey and throughout thedand is takenTherefore |
would ratherwait until that review is undertaken and
then | can comeback to the hon. member on the
problems, as he haalready said, which might be
associated in Ramsey.

The Speaker:Hon. memberfor DouglasSouth,
Mr Duggan.

Mr Duggan: Thank you, MrSpeaker. Could |
ask theminister, could the review be heldspeedily?
This is a matter taised onthe Department ofHome
Affairs with Mr Cannell onseveraloccasionsbecause
there is a shortage of policdficers Mr Houghton:
Hear, hear.pspecially atveekendsandthey have got
no back-up. Mr Houghton: Hear, hear.)They get
couple of road traffic accidentsand maybe a child
absconding -

The Speaker:Hon. member, could temind you
of what | said just previously? Hon. minister.

Mr Braidwood: Thank you, MrSpeaker. As |
said in answer tohe questiorby the hon. member for
Ramsey, Mr Singer, theeview will be completed in
Februaryandthen we will look at thedeployment of
all officers throughout the Island.

Isle of Man International Broadcasting
plc — Application for Radio
Broadcasting Licence —
Question by Mr Quine

Question 7. The honmember for Ayre (Mr
Quine) to ask the Minister for Home Affairs:

Q) With regard tathe application bylsle of Man
International Broadcastinglc for along-wave
radio broadcastinglicence, are you satisfied
that your predecessor's statements and

commitments to Tynwald Cowh 21st April
1999 remain valid,;

2 further to (1), will you confirm your
predecessor'scommitment that constraints
would be placed on the holder of any
substantive licence to ensure it is nsed for
a speculative financial venture;

3) is the issue of any substantilieence to be
subject tothe CommunicationCommission
being satisfied that the cross-field antenna
technology will work;

4 if this is the casehow and bywhom will this
technology be examined and certified; and
(5) if it is proposed toissue a substantive

broadcastinglicence to this company,will
you first seek the approval of Tynwald Court?

The Speaker: The hon.member for Ayre, Mr
Quine.

Mr Quine: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | bedpave
to ask the question standing in my name, sir.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mr Braidwood, Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr Braidwood: Mr Speaker, | amanswering
this question in my capacity asChairman of the
Communications Commission, which has the
statutory responsibility for broadcasting matters.

In answer to the first part of the question, yes.

In answer tothe secondpart of the question, yes,
the substantive licence will not lansferablevithout
the prior consent in writingf the commission, and
there will be additionatletailedprovisionscontained in
it concerning changes of ownership.

In answer tothe third part of the questiongross-
field antenna technologg new technologynd, as my
predecessostated to Tynwald ir1999, Ireally do not
think there are any further guaranteesvhich either
myself asminister, orindeedthe commissioncould
actually give to hon. nembers to guaranteethat
nothing unexpectedvill crop up atsome stage in the
future, particularly when weare dealing with new
technology. Onbalance webelieve there is good
chance that this technology will work. The substantive
licencewill contain provisions ensuringhat, should
the technology fail todeliver, the licence will be
revoked.The commission islreadysatisfiedwith the
technicaleffects and capabilities of the type oherial
proposed.

In answer tothe penultimate paxf the question,
the final proof ofthe technologywill be demonstrated
by its ability to deliverits service areaparticularly in
London and the south-easterrcounties. In addition,
once it istransmitting, thdicenseewill be required to
takefield strength reasurementand provide them to
the commission. Evidence hakeadybeenreceived by
the commission from aubsidiary ofBAE systems of
the technical effects and capabilities of cross-field
antennas.

In answer tothe final part of the question,
Tynwald has already, on ti&i st April 1999,approved
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that the provisionalicence for the operation of the
long-wave soundroadcastingstation on the Isle of
Man should be awarded tioe Isle of Man International
Broadcasting Company plc. As my predecessor
explained during that debate, oncethe necessary
planning consentandsatisfaction of theplanners and
the commission as to theechnical effects and
capabilities of the type oéerial proposed havbeen

achievedthe substantivdicencewill be grantedunder

the BroadcastingAct 1993, which is the legislation
passed by Tynwald concernitgpw broadcasticensing

is to be conducted.hat legislatiordoes notrequire the

commission tokeep coming back to Tynwaldevery

step of the way. The commission, as a statubmard,

will fulfil its duties as is required by the lapassed by
Tynwald.

The Speaker: Hon. member for Ayre, Mr
Quine.

Mr Quine: Thank you, MrSpeaker. W the
minister not agree that the current application is
materially different from what was placed before,
debated by andndorsed irprinciple by Tynwald? And
not only that, thecurrent application gives rise to
considerationsvhich did not and werenot inherent in
the earlierapplication; is itthereforenot only logical
but sensibleand prudent that Tynwald should be
afforded anopportunity toconsiderthis matter further
before the Communications Commission on their own
accord issue this licence? The authority may be
invested in them, but that takes nothigay from the
right of this hon. Court taiscussthis matter prior to
them issuing that licence.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mr Braidwood, Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr Braidwood: Thank you, Mr Speaker. The
hon. member forAyre knows fine well thathere was
no implication in the invitation to applfor a long-
wave licence, othe application document, guidance
notes, that only aland-based antenna would be
acceptable. Itwas for applicants to submit their
proposals and then for the successful partyridertake
any environmental ipact assessmerind obtain the
necessary planning permissions. Therefore the
provisional licence was granted tothe Isle of Man
International Broadcasting plc forpaovisionallicence.
It did not matter if it was land-based or sea-based.

Long-Wave Radio Station —
Fresh Licence Applications —
Question by Mr Quine

Question 8. The honmember for Ayre (Mr
Quine) to ask the Minister for Home Affairs:

Will you give urgent consideration toinviting
fresh proposaldrom parties interest in establishing a
long-wave radio broadcasting station, given —

@ the recommendation made that the Isle of Man
International Broadcastingplc be granted the
provisional licence related to a land-based

facility;
(b) that Isle of Man InternationaBroadcasting plc
were unsuccessful in their planning

application to establish a long-waveradio
broadcasting station on land; and

(©) that at least one of the unsuccessipplicants
indicated a willingness to site theradio
broadcastingstation in Isle of Marterritorial
waters?

The Speaker: Hon.
Quine.

member for Ayre, Mr

Mr Quine: | beg leave to ask the question
standing in my name, sir.

The Speaker: Member for Douglas East, Mr
Braidwood, Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr Braidwood: Thank you, MrSpeakerAgain
| am answering this in my capacity as Chairman of the
Communications Commission. In answer, no. Tsie
of Man hasbeen internationally allocated only one
long-wavefrequency.That frequencyhas been awarded
to the Isle of Man International Broadcastingplc.
Unless and until that avard is revoked there is no
further frequency tallocate. Ithink | havecovered (a)
and (b) in my previouanswer on dand-basedacility,
and Iwould also like todraw to the attention of the
hon. nmemberthat in answer to (c)Radio 279 advised
the commission that wvould bewilling to locate the
transmitter in Manxerritorial waters andhat wasafter
the licence had been awarded to Isle of Man
International Broadcasting plc.

The Speaker: Hon.
Quine.

member for Ayre, Mr

Mr Quine: Can the minister, irrelation to the
record of Hansard for the 21st April, point to any
aspect, any part of thaebatewhere your predecessor
made a reference to the invitatioosing open to a site
at sea?Can yourefer me toany place wherethat is
referred to in the Tynwald debate other thamrefsrence
to the exclusion of one of the applicariscause it
related to esite atsea? Wil he alsoconfirm thatyour
predecessor, imddressingl'ynwald, not only made no
reference to it being at sea, that beambraced by the
invitation to tender,but hestressedand | quote, that
‘this cross-field antenna would offer tlportunity for
it to be located in a hollow in thground? | amafraid
we are getting into half truthsin this situation
somewheralong the line, but if you wilrefer me to
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the Tynwald debatewhere there is areference to it
being open to applications aeaand if you could
address that first?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mr Braidwood, Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr Braidwood: Thank you, MrSpeaker. As |
have previously said, ithe invitation to applyfor the
long-wave licenceandthe applicatiordocument or the
guidancenotes, itdid not say that itwould be land-
based or sea-base&lso, asthe hon. member forAyre
has mentioned, mpredecessor ithat Tynwald debate
of 21st April said the cross-field antenna, as it is
known, would ideally belocated in ahollow in the
ground - that is, in a vallegather than ora hilltop and
its visibility would be reduced to anabsolutely
minimum as a result.

One of the companies whappliedfor the licence
wanted tolocatethe station off the coast ofHolland.
Unfortunatelythe Radio CommunicationsAgency of

the UK made it clear that the licence of the operation of

a transmitting station irsuch a locationwould be

outside their statutory power, and if the Isle of Man did

not wish to use théequency onthe Island,they may
have to give consideration to awithdrawal of the
allocation altogether. Théicence was given to the
International Broadcasting Company becatlrsy came
up with the best proposdibr the licence and for
broadcasting from the Isle of Man, and it was caftgr
that licence had been allocated that the previous
company, Radio 279, came backwith a view to
locating the transmitter in Manx territorial waters.

The Speaker:Hon. member forDouglas North,
Mr Houghton.

Mr Houghton: Thank you, MrSpeaker. May |
ask the hon. minister, isnot thereforeunfair to other
interested parties to permit IMIB to pursuedfilsland
site for a long-wave broadcasting station without
inviting fresh expression of interest, sir?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mr Braidwood, Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr Braidwood: Mr Speaker, the planning
application at Cranstal wa®fused.The provisional
licence is still awarded to the InternatiofBxbadcasting
PLC. They have come upwith a further proposal to
site the transmitter four kilometresf the coast of the
Isle of Man.Therewas nothingin the application to

tender to say that it would be land-based or sea-based.

The Speaker: Hon. member for Ayre, Mr
Quine.

Mr Quine: Will the minister notagreewith me
that thereasonthat youare not prepared taeopen the
applications isvery simple, and that is that the
provisionallicencewhich youissued tothis company
is defective? Just to give you one examplajaiés not
even have germinationdate, anexpiry date,and the

reason you are taking this line ligcauseyou are on a
hook and it is the onlyvay youcanget off this hook
and that is the trutof the matterAnd secondly would
you advisethis hon. Housewhendid the members of
the hon.Housereceivethesedocuments tovhich you
refer?They havenot beenmadeavailable tothis hon.
House oranother placeand | would suggest that at
least thatshould becorrectedpost haste if you are
going to rely upon that as the bas$s refuting the
information | have put to you.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mr Braidwood, Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr Braidwood: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | think
in one of the writteranswerghat memberdave that
there is also ananswer to that. Yes, there was
unfortunately in the provisiondicence norequirement
for any date set, addhink there isthe answer orthat
written question.

On the other part of the question, the information,
I do not know what the honmember forAyre is
referring to.

Mr Quine: The provisional licence.

Mr Braidwood: On the provisionalicence, if
the hon. meier wouldlike to seethe terms of the
provisionallicence, lhave noproblem in having that
issued to all members of this hon. Court.

Mr Houghton: Hear, hear.

The Speaker: Hon. nember for Ayre, Mr
Quine.

Mr Quine: Can the minister explain thapparent
indecent haste by thi@ommunication€Commission in
seeking to issue a substantikeoadcasting licence to
this company? Theeason lask thatquestion isthat |
am aware that the Director of Communications
indicated on the 25thecember 200that adecision to
grant alicencehadnot beentaken,whereas | amalso
awarefrom correspondence in mpossession that the
IMIB plc, on the 28thDecember2001, advisedtheir
shareholderghat they had a draftlicence. Canyou
explain the obviouscontradiction betweernhese two
positions?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mr Braidwood, Minister for Home Affairs.

Mr Braidwood: Thank you, Mr Speaker. |
cannot make any comment for, dar as | am
concerned, grovisionallicencehasbeen issued to the
International Broadcastingplc and not a substantive
licence.

Mr Quine: Not a full licence.
Ballure — Inspection of the Sea Wall —
Question by Mr Singer
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Question 9. Thehon member forRamsey (Mr
Singer) to ask the member for Tourism and Leisure:

Have therebeenany recentinspections of the sea
wall and cliff erosion atBallure to monitor the safety
of the railway track?

The Speaker: The hon. member forRamsey,
Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | bedpave
to ask the question standing in my name.

The Speaker: Hon. member for Middle, Mr
Quayle.

Mr Quayle: Thank you, MrSpeaker. Staffrom
the PublicTransportDivision of my departmentcarry
out a visual inspection of theeawall andcliff face at
Ballure on amonthly basis toensurethat the Manx
Electric railway track remains safe.

The findings ofthe inspectionundertakenearlier
this month confirm that although therecent poor
weatherconditions mayhaveincreased rarginally, the
level of erosion notedthere wasnothing to cause
immediate concern. | amalso aware that the
Department ofAgriculture, Fisheriesnd Forestry has
commissioned a preliminary report on the area from
consulting engineers,Posford Duvivier, which took
note ofprevious reportandremedialwork undertaken
underthe direction ofthe Department ofTransport in
the 1980s.

I am advisedthat the initialfindings indicate that
whilst there is not thought to be anmediatedanger,
it is recommendedhat further work be carried out in
the area toascertain arupdatedview as to theexact
extent and cause of tipeoblem and tadentify possible
remedies.

This preliminary report also recommendsthat
considerationshould begiven to thedevelopment of
aims and objectives for ananagement stratedgr the
area based othe preliminary findingsndalso, in the
light of further evidence, | can advigeu, Mr Speaker,
and this House, thatstaff of the Public Transport
Division of my departmerdre nowin contactwith the
Forestry, Amenity and Lands Division of the
Department ofAgriculture, Fisheriesand Forestry in
order to establish a way forward on this matter.

It is likely that theDepartment of Transportho,
as | have mentioned, have had a previous interest in the
area, and the Departmentt Local Governmengand the
Environment, whoare scheduled tcassumecertain
statutory responsibilitiefor coastalerosion issues in
the future, willalso beinvited to contribute tothese
discussions. Thank you.

the

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Ramsey, Mr
Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you. My | thank thehon.
member forhis detailed reply and congratulate the
department orits efforts. A simple questionis, could
you possiblyask thedepartment to keemyself and

my colleague informed if thelie at any timecause for
concern due to erosion at this site?

The Speaker: Hon. member for Middle, Mr
Quayle, member for Tourism and Leisure.

Mr Quayle: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As a
follow-up to thehon. nember forRamsey, Iwould
just say that the information thatangive as towhat
will happen next - George Lawson, the railway
engineer of the Publi€ransportDivision is in contact
with Robin Pollard, head of Forestry, Amenity and
Lands Division at the Department of Agriculture,
Fisheriesand Forestry at St John'® take the ratter
forward. It is for them to agree any further
investigation that isrequiredwhich would satisfy the
needs of both parties atd attempt toagree astrategy
for the management of the area.

It is likely that ajoint working partywill need to
be established. Indeed, you will note from the summary
of recommendationfrom the recentPosford Duvivier
preliminary reportthat a‘do minimum’ policy should
be the starting point, bt more long-ternsustainable
policy eradicating all risk, particularly in the section of
cliff adjoining the Manx Electric Railway, may be
more suitedo eventualneeds. Detailedissessment of
stability and costings would be required for each
scheme, and these would derivedfrom the additional
investigationsand studies. Mr Lawson hasonfirmed
that he hadeen in contacwvith Mr Pollard and they
are making arrangements for aite visit as soon as
weatherand tidal conditionspermit, and | can assure
everybody in this hon. House that any information that
is requiredcan begiven by thedepartments Ilhave
mentioned at any time. Thank you.

Local Authority Housing —
Increase of Maintenance Allowance —
Question by Mr Singer

Question 10. The hormember forRamsey (Mr
Singer) to ask the Mister for Local Government and
the Environment:

Do you intend to increase the housimgintenance
allowancefor housingauthorities sothat programmed
maintenance can be undertaken to maintain the fabric of
their housing stock?

The Speaker: The hon. nember for Ramsey,
Mr Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you, MrSpeaker. | bedpave
to ask the question standing in my name.

The Speaker: Hon. menber for Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Bway of
background, Ishould explain that theDepartment of
Local Governmentand the Environment, with the
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approval of Tynwald, providesfunds anounting to the
deficiencies incurred by each local housing authority for
the provision of public sector housing.

Underthe deficiencyarrangementshe department
carriesout anannualreview in consultation with all
local housing authorities. The level ofaintenance
allowance for the current financial year is 30 per cent of
the rents collectable.

During the summerof 2001, the department
commissioned atock condition survey to form the
basis of a30-yearprogramme ofepair, refurbishment
and replacement. A draft report has now beampleted
and circulated tothe relevanthousing authorities for
comment.Additional funding isbeing soughtthrough
the capital programme to address major isstestified
by the report. Mir Houghton: Hear, hear.)

With regard to the hon. member’s particular
question, the purposa the maintenance allowance is
to addresssuch itemsas responsiveand emergency
repairs, servicing, paintingand other cyclical works,
whilst major repairs et cetera acarried onthrough the
capital programme. Thelepartmentrecognisesthat
there are certain areas wheregeneral maintenance is
sadly lacking(Members: Hear, hear.)

Looking at theproposals for aeview ofrent and
allowances fothe nextfinancial year,the department
has taken int@ccountthe importance ofensuring that
each authority has sufficiefundsfor maintenance and
responsive repairs. Thadepartment isalso conscious
that those authorities employingdirect labour force
have been affected by a 10 pentincrease because of
pay increasesNIr Henderson: Hear, hear.)and that
the level of maintenance allowance i®lative to the
increase inthe level of rent. Havingconsidered the
views of local authorities, thdepartmentintends to
recommend tdhe Council of Ministers that thievel
of rent be increased andthat the percentages of
maintenance allowances B&lso increased to provide
additional funding for each local housing authority.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Ramsey, Mr
Singer.

Mr Singer: Thank you. Ithank the minister for
her answer, but | notice thsle did notactuallytell us
how much the recommendation was to the necrease
and, taking into accountthat only 30per cent of that
goes to maintenance, would she agtee with me that
it is likely to be only a smalincreasegoing towards
housing maintenance?aid shenot further agreethat
at present, with the level of maintenance allowance, the
housing authoritiesactually have little choice other
than just toreact toproblems thathave arisen, and
should theynot alsohave adequatgunding to tackle
emergenciesand to introduce plannednaintenance so
that they can maintain thfabric of all their properties
and not be scraping and taking from Peter to pay Paul?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: | would indeedagreewith the hon.
member forRamsey that locahousing authorities do
indeed need adequafanding for the maintenance of
their properties. As Idid say, planned maintenance
schemesvhere agreatdeal of work is involvedwill
come as part dhe capitalprogrammeand | would not
wish to pre-emptthe Council of Ministers’decision.
However, | wouldsay that thencreasethat | will be
proposingwould beless than the cost of packet of
cigarettes,perhapsaround the price of a gallon of
petrol, but thatwvould provide &ive per centincrease
for local housing authorities, which is in line with the
requestthat theyhave made inour summaryand the
draft report that they have all been consulted on.

The Speaker: Hon. member for Ramsey, Mr
Singer.

Mr  Singer: Could | ask, as a final
supplementarywould you not agreethat if we are to
get proper maintenance a@fur houses, at least 50 per
cent of the rent should @oughed back tthe housing
authorities in order tmaintain theirpropertiesbecause
whatever percentage it is, 30, 40 or 50, the majority of
that actually goes on the&ages ofthe people doing it
and doesot actually gointo thefabric of the houses,
and therefore the extra money would at leastayeards
materialsandthe fabric of the housesatherthan only
being enough to pajor the workthat the men are
doing? So perhapshe minister could give some
indicationthat 50per cent wouldperhaps be &etter
figure than the 30 per cent.

The Speaker: Hon. menber for Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: That may be so, MBpeakerand |
thank the hon. ember for his comments, but that
would directly relatedo arentincrease othat size and
I do not think that would be possibldowever,what |
would say is thatthe condition ofthe housingstock
throughout the whole of the Isle of Man has nogen
reviewed and that the DepartmeritLocal Governrent
is making quite surethat naintenance iscarried out
regularly and providing perhapsome helpand advice
in the best wayforward for local authorities toaddress
this problem,becausesome authorities, | anafraid,
have been sadly lacking planned maintenancewhich
has led to a very poor condition of our housing stock.

The Speaker:Hon. memberfor DouglasSouth,
Mr Duggan.

Mr Duggan: Could | ask the ministeregarding
empty houses in Douglaghere are2,000 corporation
houses, sirand soretimes they lieempty for months
on end andhere isthe loss in rent, so themember’s
department has to pick up the tab até¢hd ofthe day.

I do not know how it is - whapercentage of pney is
spent by the Local GovernmeBbard ontheir houses?
They seento keeptheirs in better conditionthat the
corporation and they have a quick turn-around on relet.
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The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: Well, | think thosewere distinct
questionghat mayhave needed dittle more research
than on the floor othis House at thepresenttime.
What | would say is that weare awarethat some
authoritieshave a betteplannedmaintenancescheme
than othersand we will be encouraging local
authorities to make sure that thbowance forhousing
maintenance is spent and in an effective manner.

The Speaker: Hon. member for Peel, Mrs
Hannan.

Mrs Hannan: Yes, thank vyou, Vainstyr
Loayreyder. Peel only hadew local authority houses,
but could the minister confirm that action will keken
with regard to department of government local
authority houses as well &scal authority houses?\(
Member: Hear, hear.) Ishe ministeraware of the
grave concern there is ovitie state of hedepartment’s
houses and the way that maintenance is provided there?

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: Yes, | thank the honmember for
Peel for that question,becauseindeed | am most
concerned about theondition of public sectorhousing
stock on the Isle of Man.Members: Hear, hear.)
There is a greahumber of units that need to be
replacedwhetherthat is due to alack of maintenance
or whether it is due to thabric of the buildingswhen
they were originally built 1 do not know, but | am
fully aware andmost concernedabout some of the
condition of housing stock on the Isle of Man.

Waste Disposal —
Pilot Kerbside Collection Scheme —
Question by Mrs Cannell

Question 11. The hormember forDouglasEast,
Mrs Cannell, to ask the Ministerfor Local
Government and the Environment:

What progress has beenade inrespect of ailot
kerbsidecollection of wastescheme, agproposed by
your predecessor irthe July 2001sitting of Tynwald
Court?

The Speaker: | call on the hon.member for
Douglas East, Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrSpeaker, | beg
leave to ask the question standing in my name.

The Speaker: Hon. menber for Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: Thank you, MrSpeaker. Ibelieve
the hon. member for Douglas East igferring to the
recycling study reportdated September2001 that
Tynwald Courtresolved to receive ats October2001
sitting. That report concluded,and here | quote, ‘The
role of civic amenity sitesand community bring
schemes issignificant in facilitating effective waste
recovery and recycling.” Theportwent on tosay that
kerbsiderecyclingtechniques caalso beeffective and
recommended, and here again | quote, ‘that
consideration bgiven to introducing atrial over the
next 12 to 18 months.’

Now, several communities have discussed a
possible trial schemewith my department's waste
operation staffout, as yet, adecision has notbeen
made which othese comnunitieswould give the best
representativesample. The pilot will be more
manageable if is a relatively small community, and
the department icontinuing to considerhow best to
proceed. Incidentally, |1 would like to make hon.
members aware that, based on experience elsewhere, the
projected cost of carrying othtis pilot exercisewill be
in the region of at least £100 per tonne.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrSpeaker. Can |
ask the minister then, ishere anintention by her
department to actuallyssist locahuthorities,whatever
one isselected athe end ofthe process, with such a
schemeboth from afinancial and relevant expertise
perspective?

The Speaker: Hon. menber for Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: Yes, indeedthereis, and | would
say that | amtotally committed to cost-effective
recycling and wewould help in any way,whichever
community wasselected. Weare just having alittle
difficulty at the nmment. Wehave had communities
that haveoffered totake part inthis pilot scheme but
we need to plan exactly haivis is going to takelace
because, as | say, théseacostinvolved with the new
lorries that will beneededor collectionand indeed the
method of kerbside collection itself and we have
estimatedthat cost atthe present rament is atleast
£100 per tonne, which is quite a sizeable amount.

The Speaker: Hon. nember for Peel, Mrs
Hannan.

Mrs Hannan: Could | ask, Vainstyr_oayreyder,
by the comments the minister has made, isatteher
departmentnot committed to governmentpolicy of
‘reduce,reuse,recycle’? Maybe by thecomments that
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she hasmadethis morning she is notommitted to
that policy.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: In reply to the honmember for
Peel, | amtotally committedto the policy of‘reduce,
reuseandrecycle’ andalways havebeen. lwould say,
and | pointed out in my first comment, the rolecofic
amenity sites and community bring schemes is
significant in the promotion of thadolicy. What | am
identifying is thefact that kerbsidecollection and the
introduction ofthe pilot scheme igprogressingbut at
the presenttime we are identifying costs which are
rather more significant than we mayhave first
envisaged.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor DouglasEast,
Mrs Cannell.

Mrs Cannell: Thank you, MrSpeaker. Is the
minister aware of those local authorities thahave
indicated awillingness toundertakethe pilot scheme,
that Onchan Commissioners were meeting with
officers of her department iproviding and showing
their eagerness toomply with Tynwald policy on the
pilot scheme and, wheaskedfor finance tohelp them
to undertakethe initiative, were told by herofficers,
‘There is not money in the coffers for this. If yawant
to do it, by all means doit, but you pay for it
yourself'? Is she aware of that? And if shenist, could
she pleaseinvestigate,becausethis is not away of
encouraging recycling in the Isle of Man.

The Speaker: Hon. memberfor Rushen, Mrs
Crowe, Minister for Local Governmentand the
Environment.

Mrs Crowe: Yes, indeed, |1would investigate
any commentsmade like that by anofficer of the
department tothe Onchan Commissioners. | did
identify that wehad had rany offers and we are of a
mind to think that asmaller community would be
more useful, but | do not like thear comments like
that made about anyofficers within the department
being less than helpful to anyone. Whatduld say is
it does cause us a problem in thepartmentvhen, in
many cases, policy coméefore budgetrrangements
are put in place,and this is mostprobably true for
many departments.

The Speaker: Hon. members, thatompletes
the oral questions. We nohavequestions 12 through
to 20 inclusive for written answerand they will be
circulated in compliance with standing orders.

Isle of Man International Broadcasting
plc — Licence Conditions and

Requirements — Question by Mr Quine
for Written Answer

Question 12. The hon. ember for Ayre (Mr
Quine) to ask the Minister for Home Affairs:

1) With regard to the proposed siting by Isle of
Man International Broadcasting plc of a long-wave
radio broadcasting station in Isle of Man territorial

waters -

@ what conditions and requirements
were specified in the provisional
broadcasting licence issued tothis
company;

(b) have they been met;

(© what impact wouldnon-compliance
with such  conditions and
requirementshave on the possible
issue of a substantivéroadcasting
licence to this company; and

2 was the provisional broadcasting licence
issued tothis companysubject to atime
limitation, and if not, why not?

Answer

(@EY The provisional licencéssued tolsle

of Man InternationalBroadcasting in
May 1999requiredthat thecompany
obtained the necessary planning
approvals for anyworks which it
wishes to undertake (and requires
such approvals) in establishing a
sound broadcasting station.

Although not a condition of the
licence, during the provisional
licence period the comnission also
requiredthe company ‘toprovide it
with certain technical information
relating tosignal strengthsky-wave
propagation, induction field effects
and other issues.’

(b) The commission has not yet
consideredwhether the condition in
the provisional licence has been met.

(© Should the requirements of the
provisional licence not be metthen
the commission willnot grant the
substantive licence without re-
opening thetenderprocess toother
applicants.

2 No current membeof the commission’staff
was employed bythe commission in May
1999, soother than frompaperrecords it is
not possible to establish why thaarticular
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format for the provisionallicence was used.
As the hon. member has already been
informed inresponse tahe identical enquiry
he made byetter on14th Septembef001 to
the then Chief Ministerand, asthe Chief
Minister thenreplied, ‘it is not now possible
to establish from the Communications
Commissionfile why the provisionallicence
awarded to IOMBC didhot contain anyexpiry
date. The Commission isvery conscious of

the lacuna. It is therefore proposed to move as

rapidly as possible to a substantivicence
with clear expiry and “use it or lose it”

clauses. The substantive licence silipersede
the provisional one and would enable
revocation tobe morereadily effected when

breached.’

Northern Amenity Centre — Site —
Question by Mr Cannan
for Written Answer

Question 13. The hormember for Michael (Mr
Cannan) to ask the ikister for Local Government and
the Environment:

1) Has a site been chosen forthe northern
amenity centre; and, if not,

2 why the delay, as Jurby Parish
Commissioners with thesupport of the
northern parishes and Ramsey Town
Commissioners havagreedthe civic amenity
centre be sited at Jurby?

Answer

Before addressingthe specific questions in the
name of thehon. member for Michaelit may be
helpful to explain that thelepartment isseeking to
identify a newlocation for the civic amenity site
serving the north of thésland to replacehe existing
civic amenity site at th@oint of Ayre. This new site
will need to be irplace beforghe end 0f2003, when
the existing sitemust close in compliancewith the
terms of the planning consent. Tbarrentsite is in a
very poor location, requiring users didve considerable
distances on narrowoads andhrough the village of
Bride in order to reacthe facility. It is important that
we do not repeat this situation.

When planningand constructing the newsite, we
need to locate it nearer tothe main centres of

population, taking into account both the geography and

safe accessrequirements. The waste operations
managementunit of my department is urgently
researchindocations in the nortlthat might meet the
criteria forthe newsite but it is not true to say that
agreementhas been reached. This work is being
undertaken in collaboration with the northern
authoritiesand 1would hope that alecisionmight be
made before too long.

Isle of Man International Broadcasting
plc — Environmental Assessment etc.
Question by Mr Quine for Written
Answer

Question 14. The hon. ember for Ayre (Mr
Quine) to ask the Minister for Transport:

1) With regard to the grant of a provisional
siting licence to the Isle of Malmternational
Broadcasting plc for the construction of aff-
shore platform to ‘house’ along-wave radio
broadcasting station:

@ have you received anenvironmental
assessment from the lIsle of Man
International Broadcasting plc;

(b) will you make the environmental
findings and validation document
available to the general public;

2 do you intend to hold apublic inquiry as
providedfor undersection 15 of thédarbours
Act;

3) if it is proposed toissue a substantivsiting
licence to the Isle of Man International
Broadcasting plcwill you first report onthis
matter to Tynwald Court; and

4 should asubstantivesiting licence beissued
to the Isle of Mannternational Broadcasting
plc, what provision will be made tensure its
early removalshould it beabandoned orcease
to operate?

Answer

@)@ I would confirm that my department has

received an environemtal assessment
from Isle of Man International
Broadcastingplc in respect of their
proposal to site dong-wave radio
aerial on an offshoreplatform in
Manx territorial waters.

(b) Although there is presently no
statutory requirement to make
available tothe general public the
contents of the environmental
assessment or the varioapprovals
that would apply, my department
conscientiously  admisters  its
responsibilities and would ensure that
information supplied to it inrespect
of a particular project and the
approvalsthat may then follow are
brought to theattention of those
parties thatthe departmentconsiders
would have a relevant interest.
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@

©)

Q)

Section 15 of thédarboursAct only requires
my department taonsiderwhetherany works

in the territorialsea would be detrimental to
the safety of navigation. Therefore, any
distribution of information, or seeking of
views, or holding ofa public inquiry is
confined tathat specificmatter. Undersection
15 my departmenthas powers toconsider
what informationmust besupplied to it to
assess if there is amanger tonavigation and
what would be an appropriate manner to
obtain the views of those persons diis
specific matter. This wasachieved by the
consultation process that led to the
environmental assessmeatd in discussions
undertaken by officers of the Harbours
Division.

I would confirm my department
considersthat it is not necessary tchold a
public inquiry, within the terms of section 15
of the Harbours Act.

The approval granted by my departmenisie
of Man InternationalBroadcasting in respect
of their applicationfor an offshore aerial
platform is conditional orthe company being
granted afull broadcastlicence. In addition,
the company alsdave to obtain from my
department dease forthe area of seabethat
they proposeto occupy. At this stage,
therefore, mydepartmentmust maintain an
open mind as tany futuredecisionsregarding
a full siting approval. Once my department
has come to a finatlecision regardingthis
matterand in the knowledgethat there is no
statutory requirement to dso, | will consider
whether ornot it is appropriate toinform
Tynwald.

All of the leases granted to the various
projects that have beenapproved by my
departmentfor installation in the territorial

waters contain clauses that deal with

abandonment oremovalfollowing cessation
of operation. Anylease obtained bysle of
Man InternationalBroadcastingvould contain
similar clauses.

Long-Wave Radio Station —

Construction, Use and Safety —

Question by Mr Quine
for Written Answer

Question 15. The honmember for Ayre (Mr

Quine) to ask the Minister for Transport:

With regard tothe proposedsiting of along-wave

radio broadcastingstation on a platform in the Isle of
Man territorial waters:

@

what legislation exists in relation to the
construction, use andafety at such a facility;
and

@

in the absence ofspecific legislation what
standards will be applied in relation to
construction, use and safety?

Answer

@

)

There are several aspects regarding the
legislation that appliego the construction,
useandsafety ofthe proposed offshoraerial
platform. Construction, usend operation of
the platform would fall under the
responsibility of theDepartment offrade and
Industry’s marine administration. | amaware
that wherethere isany lack ofspecific Manx
legislation, then it iscustomary toadopt and
apply equivalent UK legislation. | would
therefore expect thill range of Manx and/or
UK offshore platform regulations to apply.
Those aspectof the construction,
useandsafety ofthe broadcasequipment and
aerial would begoverned bythe broadcast
licence and administered by the Radio
Communications Agency and
Communications Commission.

Ownership of theseabedupon which
the proposed platform would be sitedvissted
in my departmentand therefore, aslandlord,
my department would ipose conditions on
the installationand use of the platform that
would be designed to protect the rarine
environmentand avoid the platform being a
danger to navigation.

The legislation for which my
department isresponsible and that would
apply to theproposed offshoraerial platform
is:

0] Harbours Act 1961

(i) Water Pollution Act 1993
(insofaras it applies todeposits
in the sea)

As | haveindicatedabove,wherethere is a
lack of specific Manx legislation, my
department would adopt the standards
contained inappropriateUK, European and
international legislation. Myglepartmentas a
record ofadministering a varietyof projects
within the territorial sea and has always
sought to imposeappropriate national or
international standards.

E-Habitant Limited —

Mortgage/Debenture — Question by

Mr Karran for Written Answer
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Question 16. The hormrmember forOnchan (Mr
Karran) to ask the Minister for Trade and Industry:

On 2nd July 2001 amortgagedebenture was
created by your departmentfor £1 million. The
companynamed onthe mortgage registered at the
Companies Registrys E-Habitant Limited, company
number 101408C.

Q) Will you provide details of sugbroperty used
as security in this mortgage;

2 will you say what the £million provided to
the company was used for; and

3) who are the beneficial owners ofthe two
companies listed as thshare holders of E-
Habitant Limited?

Answer

) The mortgagedebenture creates first fixed
and floating charge onall assets of the
company,including those currently held and
any which may be acquired in the future.

2 The debenturewvas created toprovide security
for a conditional guarantee offered to the
company. This offer has not yet been

activated, and so no funds have been provided.

3) It is understoodthat the two companies
referred to in the questionas being the
shareholders oE-Habitant Limitedtransferred
their shares tolnvisimail (IOM) Limited on
25th January 2001 and are no longer
shareholders of E-Habitant Limited.

Lough House Group — Question by
Mr Karran for Written Answer

Question 17. The honmember forOnchan (Mr
Karran) to ask the Minister for Trade & Industry:

Q) Will you provide copies of aflearly accounts
of the companies in or connected to tlegh
House Group Limited;

2 have allthe companiesn the LoughHouse
Group fulfilled their obligations with regard to
statutory filings at Companies Registry;

3) have any of the companiesin the Lough
House Group been fined for VAT offences;

4 if so, what, if any, fines were imposed; and

(5) will you provide full details of all public
moneysprovided tocompanies in thé ough
House Group, particularly, Lough House
Animation Limited and Island Studio Limited?

Answer

1) The departmentdoesnot have access to the
accounts ofall companiesn or connected to
the Lough House Group Limited. The
departmentholds copies ofthe accounts of
Island Studios Limited asthis conpany has
received aroffer of financial assistancender
the department’sfinancial assistancecheme
for the development ofindustry. Accounts
have alwaydeenprovided tothe department
by applicants forfinancial assistance on a
private and confidential basis aace not made
public.

2 It is a matter of publicrecord that Island
StudiosLimited is latein filing its annual
return, although steps areland to dealvith
this situation. The departmentdoesnot hold
information relating to albther companies in
the Lough House Groumnd is not in a
position to beable to respond tothe rest of
this part of the question.

3) and(4) Thedepartmentloesnot have access
to information toenable answers to be given
to these parts of the question.

(5) Regardingthe final part of the question, it is
not the policy of thedepartment to disclose
details of offers of financial assistancede to
individual businesses athis is considered to
be of a comrercially sensitive nature. Any
change tothis policy could act as adeterrent
to some applicantandthus to investment in
the Island.

In this specific casethe owner of
Island StudiosLimited publicly acknowledged
an offer of financial assistancenade by the
department in respect othe company’s
proposednew film studio in the north of the
Island some time ago. Adglisclosed by the
company in the locabress inFebruary2001
that offer was to a maximum of £700,000.

Invisimail IOM Limited — Directors —
Question by Mr Karran
for Written Answer

Question 18. The hon. ember forOnchan (Mr
Karran) to ask the Minister for Trade and Industry:

At the CompanieRegistry the filefor Invisimail
(IOM) Limited lists the namesand addresses of the
directors of the company, one of themeddirectors of
this company is on the public record asiee-president
of a corporation in the USA thdiad been convicted of
credit card/advance fee fraud:

1) what concerns do you have regarding this; and
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2 what action will you take about it? Could you outline theurrentfacilities which the
prosthetics clinic at Noble’s hospital offers to members
Answer of the community by way of:
The departmenthas examinedthe circumstances 1) clinic space;
relating to the informatiorcontained inthe question
and on the basis of the information known to it: 2 waiting areas available;
1) has no concern about those circumstances; and  (3) staff consultation availability;
2 is of the opinion that no action is necessary. 4 clinic times;
_ (5) is there anon-site fitting service ofartificial
Foot-and-Mouth Disease — limbs and can these @ljustedon-site atthat
Compensation for Agricultural Sector consultation;
Question by Mr Cannan _ o
for Written Answer ©) have there beeany changes tahis service in

the last 36 months; and if so,

Question 19. The hormember for Michael (Mr
Cannan) to askhe Ministerfor Agriculture, Fisheries @)
and Forestry:

Is your departmenrecommending tdhe Treasury
for payment to bemade topersons/businesses in the
agricultural servicesindustry for consequentiallosses @ A . .
incurred due tothe foot-and-mouttdiseaserestrictions, This is situated inpart of therefurbished old
on a basis similarto the paymentsmade to ward block andconsists of a clinicareawith

persons/businesses in the tourism and leisure industry? screening forprivacy, anadministrativearea,
and a separate workshop.

what are they?
Answer

CLINIC AREA

Answer
2 WAITING AREAS

There is awaiting room, common to all

The Tourismand Leisure Support Schemewhich . > . - :
services within the unit, pluadditional chairs

was approved byTynwald on 12th July, 2001does

NOT make payments to business#eshe tourism and immediately outside the clinic.
leisure industry forconsequentiallosses It provides . . .
limited financial assistance tsmall businessewhich ®) Prosthetic staff are available during each

clinic. Arrangementgan bemadefor patients
to speak to theprosthetist at othetimes,
subject to their  other contractual
commitments.

can provesevereand lasting damageas a result of the
cancellation of the 2001 TT races or as a resuilirett
restrictions imposedpon them toprotectlivestock in
the Isle of Man from foot-and-mouth disease.

The Council of Ministers iscurrently reviewing
the scopeof the scheme to see if it would beght to
extendits application to businesses in othedustries
which can proveevere and lasting damage

If it is concludedthat the scheme should be
extended, would anticipatethat it would apply to the
agricultural industry on the same basis as it dgdied
to the tourist industry.

Physiotherapystaff can be contacted during
the core hours of theservice(08.30 —16.30,
Monday to Friday).

4 CLINIC TIMES
The clinic takesplace everythird week. The
times are as follows:

Tuesday  first appointment  10.00
last appointrant 17.00
Wednesday first appointment  08.00
last appointrent 17.00
Thursday first appointment  08.00

Noble’s Hospital — Prosthetics Clinic last appointrent  15.30

— Facilities — Question by Mr
: (5) FITTING SERVICE
Henderson for Written Answer There is anon-site fitting service available

during clinicsandadjustmentsan bemade at
that consultation.

Question 20. The homemberfor DouglasNorth
(Mr Henderson) toask the Mmber for Health and

Social Security: (6) There havebeen changes irnthe last 36

months.
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™

@

(b)

©

In 2000 thecontract forthe limb
fitting service wasawardedfollowing
a competitive tendering process to
1.0.S. Limited.
@
The financial aspectsoof the new
contract have been negotiated to
comply  with  recommendations (e
contained in an auditommission
report relating to prosthetic services.

Clinic facilities have improved
significantly with the move to the
present site. The previous
accommodation consisted of a 16
foot square room in  which

assessmenfijtting, gait training and
workshop activities wre all carried
out.

Disabled parking is now provided
outside the clinic.

The range and specification of
prosthesesvailable to patients has
increased. This includes the supply of
differenttypes of linersknee joints,
high activity feet and silicone
cosmeses.
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