TYNWALD COURT.

B s o T

DOUGLAS, TUESDAY, JANUARY

26, 1915.

Present in the Council: His Excellency
the Lieut.-Governor (President), the Clerk
of the Rolls, Deemster Moore, Decmster
Callow, the Archdeacon, the Receiver-
General, and the Vicar-Glemeral; and in
the Keys: The Speaker (Mr Dalrymple
Maitland, J.P.), Messrs, J. R. Kerruish,
E. J. Curphcy, R. 8. Corlett, J. W,
Walton, W. Chuséian, T. H, Cormode, T.
C. Kermode, W. Quayle, J. Qualtrough,

W, C. Southward, W. J. Radecliffe, W. T,
Crennell, A. Qualtrough. M. Carine, J.
Garside, R, Moughtin, 1. F, Quine, W.

1. Cowell. R. Clucas, aud Col, Moore.

BILLS FOIR SIGNATURE.
The Governor laid befere the Court for

signature the Companies Bill and the Poor
Prisoners Defence Bill

EXTENSION OF INMPERIAL ACTS
TO THE ISLE OF MAN.

The Governor laid before the Court copies
of Orders of the King in Council cxtend-
ing the following Acts of the Imperial

Parliament to the Isle of Man under the
Fsle of Man (War Legislation) Act, 1914 :

The Defence of Realim Acl, 1914, as

amended by the Defence of the Reabn
{No. ) Asct, 1914,
The Aliens Rnstricti()n
The Courts (Bmergeney
1614,

Act, 1914.
Powers) Act,

The Intoxicating Liquor (Temporary Re-
strickion) Act, 1914,

‘The Defence of the Realm (Consolidation)
Act. 1914,

The Trading with the Enemy Act, 1914,
swil the Trading with the Enemy
Amemdment Act, 1914,

The Patents, Desigus, and Trade Marks
{Temporary Rules) Acts. 1914,

MONEY-LENDERS ACT,

The Governor also laid before the Court
ihe drafit regulations made by his Excel-
lengy the Licut.-Governor under section
4 (1) of the Moncy-Lenders Act, 1908.
His Excellency remarked: Under scetion

4, sub-section 1, of the Money-Lenders
Act, 1908, the Governor, with the approval
of Temws l](i 1% ompo“cmd 0 make regula-
tions 1espectmg the registration of monoy-
lenders carrying on their business within
the Island, iwhether individuals, firms,
societies, or companies; and as to the form
of regmm: and the particulars to be
entered therein, the feecs {o be paid on
registration, and renewal of .registration,
and the inspection of the register and the
fees payable thercfor. Hitherto no such
mg{ulatlons have been made, but recently
an inquiry was received ad the Government.
Office from 2 money-lender in England, as
to what reyulations were in force in this
Island. Lt is, therefore. considered desir-
able to have regulations framed in the
event of money-lenders from across the
water extending their husiness to the Isle
of Man. The draft regulations, copies f
which have heen circulated amongst the
members of the Court, are similar to those
which are in force in the United Kingdom,
and it is proposcd to charge a fee of £1
for each registration ur renewal of regis-
tration.  This is the maximum amount
allowed to be charged under the Act, and
is the fee payable 1o the United Kingdom.

Mr Crennell: In conmection with the
dctz extended to ihe Isle of Man, will
copies of thesc he cirenlated?

The Governor: They have been circu-
tated. I do not know whether they have
been specially circulated to the members
of the Court, but they have been issued
to the public—mot the Acts themselves,
but the orders extending them.

Mr Crennell: I mean these Acts that
are extended to the Isle of Man now.

The .Governor: I am afraid they huve
not heen circulated. We have copies of
some of them, but not all,

The Clerk of the Rells: A book has
heen published containing nearly all the
war legislation, and copies have been sent.
to the officials, and to the Rolls Office. [
do not know whether it contains all thos:
i Acts or not. The cost of the volume ia

i 3s. 6d. I think it would be very cop-

Bills for Signatore~—¥Yxtension of Tmporial Aets to the Tsle of Man.
Money-Lenders Act.
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venient if all members of the Court had
them. Members cught to be able to make
themselves acquainted with the provisions
—I1 do not say they will. (Laughter). 1
suggest we incur the expense of sending
copies to all memhers of the Legislature.

The Governor: Very well, 1 will do
that.

Mr Curphey: Will you bind them in a
paper cover?

The Governor: They are bound. The
Acts are all bound together to a very
recent date—at any rate within a month.

BOARD OF ADVERTISING.
The Governor laid before the Court the
report of the Board of Advertising for the
year ended 3lst December, 1914:—

Po his Bxcelleney the Lord Raglan, C.B., Licut.-
Governor, and the Honourable the Gouneil
and Keys in Tynwiid ussembled.

Your Lordship and Gentlemen.—We have the
honour to report that, for the year ending the
3lst December, 1914, the returns of passengers
landed at Insniar ports during the months May
tr September inclusive, show a decrcase of

8,106 ne compared with the corresponding
months of 1413,

Consequent on the outbrcak of war at the
heginmng of August, your Board much deplore
it haul no adequate opportunity of demonstrai-
ing the value to the Island of the increased
grants for advertising. We may, lowever.
vongratulate the Oourt on the considerable
ircrease in passenger traflic up to the 3ist of
July {which date concluded the period un-
aftected hy the war), the comparalive numbera
being 283,855 against 269,105 in 1913; a net in-
e ease of 1473

Our main efiorts during the early part of the
yvear were direisted to influencing an jncrease
of holiday traffic in May and June, and the
1esulte amply justifly our action, and 1ne
Island has benefited therebyr.

In thi= comnection we would cxpress our
appreciation of i1lie great aseistance given o
our work by the Douglas Qarnival advertising.
which helped consideratly in influencing traflia
during Junc and July. We desire to state our
firm opinion that the soccess of the eariier
period of the season fully demonstrates the
value of the view hell by ue strougly for years
past, (hat an advance ie possiblc at that part
of the season, by carlier and judicious adver-
tising of the n:igue merits of the Island as a
Ecalth and pleasure vesort.

Qur work hne again derived much advantage
from the advertising done hy the Isie of Man
Steam Packet Company, the other large carry-
ing companic§ runming services to the Ieland,
and the variows advertising commiftees in
Insular localities.

In formulating our programme in the carly
spring, we estimated to epend the amount
originally voted, viz., £1750. and our plans were,
thercfore, made mueh on the lincs which, in
the pagt, we have found the most valuable for
such a swn, that ig, in the issue of attractively-
prepared handbooks and liste of accemmodan-
tion. The principal book was much improved.
and many highly commendatory opinions have
heen expreased regardine it and the otlier puhbi-
gctmns vf the Board. The numbera contracted
OT wWore —

30,000 illustrated oficial guides,
152 pages. )

90,000 No. 2 handbook, riving lists of accom-

meodation and short descriptive maiter.

10,000 No. 3 handbook., giving list of accem-

moedation only.

On receiving assurares of further grants from
revenue and rates, the Board at oneve arranged
aovery extensive and comprebensive newspaper
campairn of large and striking advertisemenis
i1 the “Daily Mail.” “Daily Dispatch,” “Daiiy
Sleteh.,” and in 18 of the best Tondon and Pro-
vincial papers. A Gist of 49 papers thoroughly
representative of the whole of the British Isles
wa. compilal, and advertiscments were inserted
for six months from the 3st Mavreh. 1n adidi-
(fonrz, the Board were able o arrange 17 ruli
[RSes In vArious papers, containing alfraclive
articles on the lsland, sapporied by advertise-
mrenta for local hotcls and boarding-honses,
T™in ail-paee am! display advertiscoenis, as
above. infueneed a large demand for our books.
wnd vour Board have every confidencee in statinge
that the maximom vaine has been received for
the amecunt spent by them. Othaer forms o
advertising and display Tave heen carried on
as herctofore, with greater success, owing ta
the expericnce sained during past vears. Efforts
have heen eontinued in giving prospective ner-
manenl regidenis all nocessary information ‘s
influce these to take up residence on the Island

When the visiting season seemed lilely to
collapse. in mid-August. speeial advertisements
wuere inserted in many of the prominent news-
papers circulating in the North of England. in
the - endeavour to counteract the misleading
statements in civeulation regarding the Jsland's
food sapply and other vital matters. and in this
we were joined by the Douglas Corporation. the
Douglas Boarding-House Kecpers’ Association.
and many of the prineipal companies con-
corneid—all of whom Eave generous aid.

Ag o result of the Board's advertising cam-
paign. applications for literature and informa-

containing

tion nnmbered 13412, and were reccived as
follows i —
Douglas Oifice—Postal and general..... 9,J40
London Office—
Postal .o9(1a
Pereonal ... 1258
— 4272
13,412

An analysis of these shows them to be ro
ceived from the [ollowine disricts:—

Tandnn  and Tastern Countiea of
Fngland--

Letters ... .. 3,115
Personal .. ... 1,258
Northern counticy . f Letters 4,501

Western counties of Encland {includ-
ing Wales)—Letders ... 1062
Southern counties of England—Letters 795
Treland—Letters .. ... 607
Scotland—Letters ... 1,098
Foreign angd Coloninl--Letters . 75
Bnclassified—Lictters 15
Dougtas office—Personal 1,026
13,412

Hoesnlting from notices 1 our guide book
saliciting  further inquiries as_ to  rveapective
localities, letters were received by the various
tocul authorities. supplemancing the above
firares by 546 .

The '‘returns ol inquiries” for the preceding
VEAT were —

Douglas 14,447
London 4,802
16,219

Board of

Advertizing.



TYNWALD COURT, JANUARY 26, 1915.

55

The Tondon office of the Board continues to l
he of value, and the services of Mrs Righy in
clhivrge of it have given tho highest satisfaction.
Mre A. W, Tongue, who has eatisfactorily and
cficiently acted as secretary to this Board
since March, 1903, resigned his post in March
last. His resigmation was accepted with regret. -
Mr Wesgley Kennaugh was appointed jn his
pince. As Mr Tongue had been instrumental
in formulating the Bourd’'s programme for the
year, his gervices were retained in an advisory
capacity untii_the ond of July, with gratifying
rcenlte to the Board.
On comparing the traffic returng for former
veare, it will bo noted that, notwithstanding
thoe disastrous effect on the August and Sep-
iemher returns by the outbreak of war, the
1otal results for the past season show a good
auivanee over the year 1905, and all years prior
ts that date.
_ The substantial inerease in our grants, and
its fixed and permanent character, will greaily
1asist in making the Island’'s just claime morc
wirely known, and we believe that the Insular
revenue, and the Island generally, will in
future benefit by the vote of the Logislature.
The coming year 13 viewed with anxiety and
nerplexity by all interested in the visiting
season, Your Board arc of opinjon that the
conditions Tequire all  our strenzous and
ivdiciona efforts, and that no rclaxation of
endeavour or expenditure would be advisable,
fut rather that further offort should be made
to maintain our position in the ensning vears
agnjpst rival rescrts.
The statement of receipts and payments will
he presented to the Court In duc ¢owree.
Some difficulty is being experienced in cotlect-
‘ng outsianding accounts dur: for advertising
1M cur guides, and fhe Beard fear that many
such may hayvs to be carried ferward to nczl
year’s account,
JNO 1. SOWELL. Chairman.
JOUN R, KERPUISH. Vice-Chairmau.
W, M. KITTe,

JOSEPH QARSIDE,

AMEBROSE QUAITROUGH.

ROBERT OCRLETT.

J. LAWTON.

E. W. TEARE.
RICH QUALTROUGH.

THE ADVERTISTNG RATE.

Mr Garsido: In accordance with notice
given to your Excellency, I would like to
ask will the Agricultural and Rural Indus-
tries Act be promulgated before 5th July
this year? If not, what arrangements
will be made for the levying of the adver-
tising rate this year? I think it is desir-
ahle we should know, hecause the Adver-
tising Board will meet shortly to lay their
plans,

The Governor: The hon. member cannot
make & speech in askng a question. ‘The
Bill in question has not yet received the
Roynl Assent. If the Bill has not received
tho Royal Assent in time, T propese to

“take tlte customary vote for advertising,
a8 usnal.

Mr Garside: But thnt will not include
the inereased vote made last vear. The |

reason why I ask is, that the extra vote

vwas taken last year, and if it is not
obtained this year the Board of Advertis-
ing will revert to what they did hefore.

The Governor: The Board of Advertis-
ing is o year ahead with its money, you
kno.

Mr Garside: 1 am aware of that, but not
as regards the cxtra rate and grant to
make up the £3,000, which we got lasb
Fear.

The Governor: That will be inelnded.

BILI ETING OF TROOPS AND BETTER-
CI.ASS  ALIENS. )

Mr Garside: The next question.is, if
you will lay before the Court the corres-
pondence between your Excellency and the
various departments of the Imperial
Government, and any other information
relating, first, to the billeting of troops in
the Island, and placing better class aliens
in hotels or boarding or lodging-houses in
the Telaud: second, the promise mmde or
implied that troops would be placed here
for training purposes, in the event of the
Insular Government agreeing to the estab-
lishment of a second camp for the intern-
ment of aliens at Knockaloe?

The Governmor: I am sorry I cannot lay
the official correspondence on the table of
the Court without the leave of the depart-
ments concerncd. With regard to the
second part of the question, T have no
recollection of any promise or hargain
heing made that troops would be sent
here for training, and there is no official
correspondence implying that,

PURCHASE OF PULROSE.

The Vicar-General: I beg to present the
report of the Committee appointed to
inquire into the application of the Douglas
Corporation for the purchase of Pulrose
at a sum of £19,000. T observe that since
the Committee reported, the Corporation
of Douglas have introduced a Bill for the
purpose of authorizing this purchase, and
enabling them to deal with this estate
after it has bheen purchased. T do not
know whoether they propose to go on with
the petition.

* The Committee’s report was as follows:

Te hia Excellency the Right Hononrable the
Lord Raglan, C.B.. and the Honourable the
Council Deemster, i Tynwald
asembled.

The Qumumiiiee Lo which was referred the
petition of the Mayor. Alderinen, and Burpesses

and FKeys.

The Advertiging Rate.—Billeting of Troaps —Bettor-class Aliens.—Pureiase of Pulrose.
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of the borough of Donglas for leave Lo purchase
tho estate of Pulruse, and to berrow £19,0.0 for
that purpose. have the honnnr to roport ae
followe o —

The Committes met in Donglag on the 1st
Deeember, 1934, Notiee of the sifting of the
Committee had been given in the public Press.

Mr Edward O. Kneen appeared for the peti-
ttoners in support of the uapplication. Nu
opposition wag offered by any ratepaver.

Plans were produced of 1he land proposed to
e purohased.

1t consists af :- -

11) The estate of Upper Pulrose, containing 153

NOTCR;

(2) Tav estate of Lower Julroge. couluining

7L acres;

(3 A small ficld situate af the junction of the
main road fo Castletown and Kewaigue-
road and containing over ouc acre:
Three fickds at the junclion of the main
road to Castletown and St. Marl's-road.
containing nearty eight acres;

I'ulrose Cottage, outbaildings and felds,
containing nearly cight aeres;

6) Kewaigue Corn Mill bhuildings. and fieli
containing 23 acres:

Pulroge Mansion louse, grouads, and pre-
mises, containing 53 acres;

8) Pulrose “teanr Laundry.

aeres;

9) A swmall ficld adjoining main road to Peel

and road leadinz to Belle Ve, containing
nearly two acres; .
the total contents of tho land being wbout 255
acres,

Evidence na to the value of the property was
given by My Thomeoi, auctioncer, and M W,
Al Kerrnwish, F.8.A.. accountant, who c¢on-
sidered the piier io hoe paid rexsonable,

According to tie evidence of 3Mr Thomson
(who was the auctioneer in eharge of the saley,
the property at the sale by auction on the 20th

cday of July, 1914, waz first put up in lois, and
then as a whole.

The highest hid obtained was for the property
as a whole. 'This was the sum of £19,000, at
wlhich. although heing rather less than the
1cgerve fixed hy the vendors prior to the sale,
it was lknocked down to 3r W, A. Waid, of
Douglas, who aoted on behalf of the Qorpora-
1ion of Douglas.

The net reot obtained for the property at
present is £730 per anum.

4431

he purposes for which the propevty is said
ty be required by t'.e Corporation are ns set
out in the petition—uamely, for a deopot for
town refuse, aml for the eraction of public con-
veniences, and olher publi: purposes under the
Loeal Government Acta.

Evidence in support of the wpplication waz
given hy the Mayor of Douglas, by aeveral
members_of the Town Qouncil, and by the l'own
Clerk. From Lbeir evidenee it appeéared clear
that the main renson which indoeed the Cor-
poration to enter into the agreemcnt to pur-
chase was to acquire a place where thr town
refuse comdd he satisfactorily disposed of.

The present method of dispoging of it by
Geposit depots at varvious places. and by taking
it to sea in the hopper barge, had led to diffi-
culties, and was not satisfactory, and had, in

4

(5

o

vontairing I}

fact, given rise to many complaints. partieu-,

jarly in the summer reason,

Depots were increasingly hard ito obtain. the
necupiers of properties adjacent strongly objert.
ing to them. The baree counld not cope with the
increasing quantity of refuse, and, whencver
the Darge broke down and had to undergs

i icpaire, the position became deutely incon-
venient.

‘The Town Gouneil lind endeavoured, but with-
out success, fo come tn a gatisinctory arrange-
ment with the Railway Company for ithe con-
vessnce of 1l refuse and its distribution
amongst farmers

After lonz deliberation, the Conneil had come
io the conclusion that a refusc farm was the
best solution of the difficulty, and the resolu-
tion to acquire Pulrose for the purpose was, it
was e¢tated, upanimous,y paseed by the Conncil

The purchase, it was claimed, wag strongiy
spproved by the geueral hody of ratepayere.

The Cummittee pointed out to the pctitioners
that, by the Local Government Acts, the Cor-
poration could only acgnire—even with the con-
sent of Tynwald—land for the purpnses of the
Lioca] Government Act; and that it was clear to
the Committee 1hat 2 much smaller quantity of

lazd would be snflicient for tie purposes
indieated, Even if :Tynwald authorised the
sale, no lexal eanction to purchase couln
follow.

The petitioners replied that they could profit-
ably use thc whole of the land (or purposes
recognisid by the Local Goveriment Acts,
They pointed out that on the field in the Peel-
roa¢ thoy proposed to erect public convelti-
ences, which were greatly mueeded in that
locality; that they had at present to take on
lcase a considerable quantity of land for graz.
ing purpozes for thelr tramway horses, nnd
also bad te buy a considerable quantity of
corn, cte, for leediug; and that recreation
srounds and  pueblic walks were also most
flegirable, and that the Council were satisfled
thut ail the land could be well used. They did,
however. propase to let a portion.

asked why they had proceeded by petition
and not Ly Bill. petitioners veplied that under
Ltke conditions of sale Llie purchase wus to be
cempleted _on the 12th day of November, and
that a Bill ¢ould not be passed and promul-
gated hefere July next; but vhat they did upro-
nose, subsequent to the purchase. to have inlro.
duced into the Legislature a Bill to give them
rowers to sell and lct portions of the land,
and to work other portions for agricultural
purposes. This, however, wae ouly heing done
&n that they might put the land to the moat
profitablc use. They counld, they contended.
withonut a Bill. use the property for the pur-
poses specified by ke Local Government Acts.

After careful consideration, the Committes
arve satisfied that, on general grounnds, it is 1ot
nondesirable that ‘Lhis estate should be acquire:d
bﬁ' the Corporation, and they are eatisfied that
the price is not unreasonable.

Part of the {)mperty is suitahle for the ehiefl
purpose for which it ja sought tu be acquired—
that of n refuse furm.

But the Commirtee eannot come to the con-
clusion that the contemplated purchase could
he counsideved legal, or that any sanction of
Tynwald could give validity to any agrecment
eitered into for agguiring the property,

If. however, such agreement has, sibject to
the consent of Tyruwald, legal force, the Com-
wittee recommend that nathority be given ns
asked for,

18th ileccomber, 1914,

C. T w. HUGHES-GAMER.

J. KEWLEY.
ROBERT MOUGHTTN.
J. W, WALTOR

W. T, CRENNELL.

Mr Cruickshank: I propose, on behalf
of the Corporation, to suggest to tha Court
i that, notwithstanding the fact that the
i Corporation have introduced the Bill deal-

Parchose of Pulrose.
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ing with this subject in detail and every
agpect of it, and, notwithstanding the
somewhat adverse opinion expressed by the
Committee in the report, the Court should
proceed to sanction the purchase, and to
authorize the Corporation to borrow ihis
money, so as to enable them to earry out
the purchase at the earliest possible
nmonrent. Jt is of the yroealest importance
to the Corporation that that should be
done.
money ; arrangements of some kind must
he made with them, and it would be
exceedingly ineonvenient if that pairt of the
transaction had to be postponed until the
Bill actually becomes law,

The Viear-Generai: Then I may expluin
what the difficulty is.

Mr Cruickshank: I was going to refer to
the point raised by the Committee as to the
difficulty they cncountered.

The Viear-General: The members of the
Court will have had the report before them,
and will have observed the difficuley which
confronted the Comumittee in reporting in
favour of the application. 'The powers of
the local auvthority to purchase linds

The Clerk of the Rolls: T think it wouli
be more convenient, if ccunsel has the point
before him, to allow him lo finish, and you
can deal with it afterwards.

Mr Cruickshauk . T take it that, gener-
allty, upon th:e werits of the application,
the Conunittee’s report is in favour of it,
but they scem to consider that the powais
vested in the Corporation under the T.ocal
Government Aet do not cover an applica-
tion of this kind, inasmuch as the Commit-
tee consider that it was wnnecessary to
acquire the whole of the estate for the
strictly defined purposes stated in the Act.
Now, that may be true. Tt is truc that the
Corporation is not in a position at the
present moment to say what portion of this
ostate they will allocate t6 denling with
the refuse of the town, or what portion
they may allot te public reercatiom, what
portion to public conveniences, and so on.
But, generally speaking, they have had the
difficulty to contend with in such an acutoe
form that they were bonnd to acquire a
property which came into the market, which
met their requirements, notwithstunding
the fact that they might not eventually be
ahle to use every portion of it for purposes
strictly within the purpnses of the Act.
Now, T think this Court, on 2 techniealhtv
of that kind, will not be culled upon to
wnduly strain the construction of the Act
which empowers the Corporation to acquire

The vendora are pressing for their !
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land ; but, on a liberal view of that section,
they will be enabled to say the Corporation
arve, at any rate, within their rights in
securing this particular estate in the par-
. tienlar civcumstances aitending the cace.

Now, in England, nnder the corresponding
I section of the Publie Healtn Act, the local

anthorivy scekine to ncquire land has o
| to ebtair the sanetion of the Legisla-
| ture or the sanction of the Lmcal Govern
 ment Board to the actual purchase. They
I are empowered to purchase land for the
purposes of the Aet in the same way as we
are, but there is no reference to the consent
i« of Parliament, as we have here the consent
¢ of the Tynwald Court being obtainad for
| the purchase, but they have to obtain the
eonsent of the Local Government Board to
l borroewing the money to pay for it. So

far as the real point in gnestion is con-
cernod—that is of the Legislaturc here
exereising o similar jurisdiction to the Loeal
Government Board in England on the im-
portant point of raising the money and
cmpowering Corporation funds to be cm-
ploved, n similar condition of affairs existe.
T would eall attention to what Judge
Lumley, in bis work on Public Health, sayg
under somewhat similar cireumstances on
that section with regard to the purchase of
lands. On page 414 Justice Tumley saxs:
“Any local authority may for the purposes.
and subject to the provisions of this Act,
purchase or take on lesse lands within or
without their district,”” and so on. Then
in a note to that he says:

It sometimes lappons Lthat a disirict council
finda it desirable to acquire lands fe.p., when
property is suddenly placed upon the market)
althongh they are not prepared with any pre.
cige echeme of nbilisation. In such a ease, if
a loan is required, the loepl Government Board
nauadly allow only a2 short term for the revay-
ment, but if during the period the CGouncil
| Tesolve upon some scheme for using the land.
the Board are willing to entertain an applica.
tion for sanction to a ro-borrowing for an

extended period.

Coutinuing, Mr Cruickshank soid: Here
an opportuntity arises of acquiring th's pro-
perty which is peculianely adapted for every

purpose set out in the memorandum, and
© e point is that, until the retust purposes
©are more cloarly defined to which this
property is eventually to he put, this Court
should not autherise the borrowinag. If
that view should be taken, I supgest wo
shauld bhe allowed a limited time to borrow
. this money, snch a period in fact as would
| merely permit ns convenient time io carey

the Bl which will have to he pracended
iowith for olher purposes, bat which will
_ include the power to puwrchase and maxe
I good any doubt which irax arise in the minds

Purchase

of Pulroge,
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of members of the Commitice or members
of the Court—that the Corporation should
be allawed to borrow the wouey for such
Vonited t'me ag would enable themr to et
their Bill cventunlly through the Tegisti-
ture.  1f it is contended that because 2
portion—perhaps an iufinitesimally  small
portion of the property, which has to be
purchazed as a whole or not at all, cannct
be sanctioned because it is not available for
snch purposes by their Act, theu T am alraid
many applications that ¢ome before this
Court would have to fail. A vory similar
thing happened in connection with the Tsa-
lation Hospital nt Ramsey. The Ramsey
Commissioners had o huy Cronk Ruagh
estate, but only a small portion was re-
quired for the actual hospital, vet a con-
siderable  quantity of farm land  was
anthorised to be acquired which conld nat
be cousidered nocessarvy in conneciion with
the hospital itself. DBut the Rimgey local
anthority was able to use that land, which
was very peor land at the time, and ronvert
it into very good land ly wsing it as a
refuse farin, and it has bheen a good specula-
tion. Then, later on, they acquired o
meadow on the other side of the raad to use
in a similar marmer. It conld not be said
to he for town purposes. exosept that it was
converted into laud in the same way as the
other, by gradually using it for dispusing
of town refuse. It is impossible hiore to say
tn what extent this estato may be ntilised
for that purpose. bt a considerable partion
is to be so used. Tn councction with such
1 purpose as a depot, which is to be usud io
such nn extent, yvou cannot put that on u
pirtienlar portion. Yeu must provide a
certain minrgin so as to prevent conplaint
from adjoining proprictors of nuissnee, and
&0 on. Taking the whele circumstances of
this particular eise into consideration, 1
think the Court would not he unduly
straming .- the construction of this section,

if they anthorised this application and
limited it in the way the Local Government
Board do in England, to horrowing for such
a term, as to sce that the local authority
did in a limited time it tue question at
rest, if there is any guestion of infarmality,

The Bill which hus been referved ta hy the
Viear-General provides all that. Tt pro-
vides not only for solving any donbt beins
cast upon the powers here to grang tls
applieation summarily, but to doal with
other matters relating to the spins lands
not reguived by the Coxporatmn Under
these clrc.umst.mces and in view of the
urgeney of the matter as regards the com-

|
|
|
l
|

TYNWALD COURT, JANUARY 26, 1915

I -

pletion of the purchase, I think we might
very well ask this Comrt to grant the nppl:—
cation in the inwted songe 1 have indicated.

The Clerk of the Rolls: Have you pro-
pared n resolution i any eonerete farm.
as ta what you think eught to sutisfy the
Court ?

Mr Cruickshank: It would be siuply
matler, instend of fifty or s'xty years, as in
the petition. to substitnto a4 short torm of
years—whatever i the apinion of the Court
would be a reasonahle time to allow the
loeal authavity to obtain their Bill and put
the matter in form.

The Clerk of the Rolls: You canuoi go
the lenuth of saving the purchase will fall
throngh if this petition is not granted?

3y Cruickshank : The difficully, so far us
that is conderned, is between the vencdor
and the individnal purchaser. acting on
behalf of the Corporation.

The Clerk ol the Rolls: Auy person who
has bonght the property is perfectly safe
to zeb the money back again on a re-sale.
T do not see why some temporary arrange-
ment conld not be made hy which the so-
alled  purchaser can find the pnrchasge
maney. T do not want the Conrt to o ofl
with the idea that if they do not pass this
ta-day the purchase will bo lest.

My Crovickshank: The only arrangemiw
that strikes one—the only arrangement
that has occurred to the Corporation and
the purchaser as the representative of the
Corporntion—is that the Corporation has
to find the money to complete or purtially
complete the purchase, so as to fall in with
the views of the vendor who reguires the
money.

The Clerk of the Rolls: T have under
stoad there was a eonsiderable mortgnge an
the property in the first inslunce, so there
is ouly the balanee of the monev to be
found. T should think the vendor, with the
Corporation at its back, would have no difti-
enlty in arranging for the advanze of the
money.

My Crwickshonk: I understand that
€7,000 has to be found after allowing the
mortgage o remain on. That is o ~an-

siderable sum of money to find, uniess we
are armed with the anthority of the Court
to approve the purchuse, so far az the
Court ean approve it. Tf {lic approval of
the Court is given, T am teld there will be
no difficnlty about the malter.

The Clerk of the Rolls: The Court having
given its approval, the guestion arises what
control the Court can retuin, except by

Purchase of Pulrose.
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refusing future applications. unless a Bill
15 obtained.

My Cruickshank: The Court may limit
the terin of borrowing. Suppose that next
vear, or the rear after, the Corporntian
had to find this wmoney aguin. that would
he a sufficient safeguard io anvone von-
cerned, that the Corporation would prococd
with diligence to carry out the whole thing
hy Bill. )

The Clerk of the Rolls: The Legislavure
hns always control by refusing future apphi-
cations, unless the wish of the Cowrt, in
oty important matier, is carvied ont. T do
not wish to put any obstuele in the way of
the Corporation; if they are prepared to
face that position which might be taken up
by any branch of the Legislaturé, T am
inclined to let the matter go through. 1s
there any opposition?

Mr Cruickshank: There has Decn no
opposition from any seetion of the rute-
payers. Tt is accepted all round as heiny
desirable. It would be a thousand pities if
on a point of this kind the wmalter feli
through.

The Clerk of the RoMs: I amn speaking
entirely for myseli. I think it is importans
the Corporation ehould have the property.

Mr Cruickshank: The Keys have posscs-
sion of the Bill already, and are proceeding
to deal with if.

The Vicar-General: Counsel for the Cor-
poration have sufficiently indicated what
the difficulty was before the Committee. I
am quite sure no momber of tlie Commitice
will take any active steps to defeat tirem
in this application. On the contrary, every
member of the Committec thought the
purchase was desirable—or, at all events,
not undesirable—on the whale, desirable,
There was sufficient evidence of the desira-
bility to effective sanciion being givan,
if it had not becn the difficulty which con-
fronted the Committee. It is not the
slightest usc saying this is a techuieality.
It is not a technicality ; it is purely a gues-
tion of law. I have often heard, where a
question of law has been raised as on
obstacle to a loenl authority, that we had
rigid technical minds, and ought to sweep
astde these triflez, and not in any way
attach importance to them. But these are
not  technicalities. What the wvarious
officials of locnl authorities call mere tachni-
calities are matters of considerable difficulty
raised as absolutc questions of law. This
seems to be a case in paint.  If, i point of
fact, the Corporation had no power to enter

l info this contract, if by doing so they acled
| ultra vires, no sanction or auihorisation by
I Tynwald can give validity to that agree-
¢ ment. I am entirely in favour of this
| purchnge, bhot T am so httle convinced by
the argnments of the counsel that 1 feel
compelled to vote against the appliention
before the Court. I believe the Conunitten
are unanimous iu their opinion thag the
Corporatiorr have acted ultra  vires in
making this contract, and, therefore, no
sanetion of Tynwuld will put the matter
further.  Thercfore. they canunot borrow
the sum of money, either for a short ov a
long period, nnd our consent would not help
them in the least, I the transaction is
ilegal, it is liable to be set aside by a proper
application to the Court. T do not intend
te be led by any specions argnment into
voting for what T cousider illegnl, aud T
shall have to vote, agninst my own inclin-
ation, against this proposal.

The Goveruor: There is no motinn at this
moment before the Conrt.

Capt. Monghtin: 1 beg leave o uove
that the prayer of the petition be granted,
and, as 2 forther reason to put before the
Court why they should approve this appli-
cation, I would mention that, at the present

moment, the hopper barge has broken down,
] and is under yepair. Auwy further brenk
down leaves us without any power of dis-
nosal of veinse, and we have ne place to put
it. I think, as the matter has gone so flm'.
and can be arranged, the Court might
stretch a point, aml give the Carporation
permission, at any rate for the time being,
until a Bill can be got through, to grant
the prayer of the petition, and let the Cor-
poration complete the sale.

Mr W, I*, Cowell: I have greal pleasure
in seconding it. Fluving been n member
of the Douglas Corporation” for u number
of years, I have realised the serious position
they are in as regapds dealing with refusc
from the town. The hon. member for South
Donglas hne mentioned the diffienlty in
counection with the hopper barge, and I
know, when I was chairman of the Stares
Committee for one year, we were in a mosi
difficult position. We set out to find depot=
in the north part of Douglas. and made
application for different sites, but the
result, whorcver we went, was that the
neighbourhood all round about for half a
mile distant snflered from the nuisance of
waste paper flying about and the carting
operations. Where one horse will take a
' ton load, aleng the lower levol, it takes a
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pair of horses to drag it to North Douglas.
T consider this is a good speculation on the
part of the Corporation of Douglas, and [
heartily support the praver of the petition.

Mr Cormode: 1 hope we are not going to
liuve long specches on the merits of this
petition, heecanse there is a wnanimous
report of the Committee on its merits.  As
(a1 as I can understand, every memnber of
the Court thinks this is a very excellent
srtheme. We arc held np entirely hy the
legal difficulty. T do not kuow how mnany
legal gentlemen share the view of the
Viear-Genemal, but if that iz the view of
the gentlemen who are conpetent to fnrm
an opinion, I think the Corporation will e
well advised to withdraw the pet'tion.
There is wo chance of it moing through, if
the mujority of the Council are oppused to
it, and their apposition will be all the waorse
for the uliimate issme of the Corporation’s
application. T think the Corporation would
be wise to withdraw, and push on with the
Biill as rapidly as possiblce.

The Clerk of the Rolls: T wne going to
suggest, if this matter stands adjourned
for the present, T nnderstand the House of
Keys meets next Tresday, and we might
proceed with the Bill at onee as & matter of
urgency. It cannot take very long. and
within a menth the Corparation will kanow
oiie way ot the other, where thex arc. The
Bill is ready, T wnderstand. T da not sce
why we shonld not meet and dispose of the
matter within a month. 1 do not sce how
any incopvenicnce can ar'se. With pegard
tn thn remarks of the lan. member flor
Peel. T do not tlunk it is well for the judges
lo give a positive opinion, one way or the
other, and I do nat propose to give any
further opinton with regard to th.lt point,
But T do think, if the Blil is pmc‘neded with
at onee, both branches will have an appo:-
tunity of considering the matter in more
detail, wnd no substantial harm will ncerne
to the promoters. T mave that the petition
he postponed,

Mr Kermode seconded.

My Cruickshank: 1t is not a matter of
the Bill passing both branches of the Legis-
lature: tb is a matter of the Bill hecoming
law.

The Clerk of the Rolls: I think we
gt over that difficulty.

My Crutckshank: 1 propose. in e
interests of vy clicnts, to fall W with il
suggestion of the Clerk of the Rolls. (Hear
lear.)

can
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Mr 4. Qualtmugzh With regard to this
prchase, and  the purchase of  Villa
; Mavina—if T remember rightly, an organ
played a great part in the Villa Marina
purchase ; this is only 4 small purchase, why
not have a harmoninm in connection wibh
ey Perhaps that would get over the legal
O diffienlty.  (Langhter))

The Governar: 1 think the Clerk of the
Rolls’ amendment is aboul the hest way
ot of the diflicaity, 1 do vot lnow
whether «this is a very’ lnrge Bill.

Mr Cruickshank: No, I have
hers. It is a short Bill.

The Governor: Fhat is all rvicht.
Keys are meeting next Tuesday.  As soon
as the Bill s through, | can hold 2 meetin,:
of the Couneil and dispose of it.  Onee hoth
branches have passad the Bill there will he
no difficnlty in proceeding with the -
clinse.

The Clerk of the Rolls: Have you  re-
ceived any notice of apposition o the Biil =

Me Cruickshank : None whatever.

The Governor put the amendinent “that
the consideration ol the petition be post-
poned.*’ and declared it earrvied,

Me AL Qualtreugh: T oeall for a division.
(*"No, nn.77)

&oenpy

The

AGDITORS SURCHARGES,

Decmster Moore: The guestion ol the
auditurs’ surchurres was referred Lo b
Toeal Governmend Board as a committes,
and they now report, and I move that the
report of e comaitées ho placed on the
table, and also move that the report by
printed and eirculated.  There is also
muttor that s nol on the agenda. 1 hold
in my hand a swnmary of the annuai re-
port of the Hourd. 1t 1s the wsual thing
to present 1his summary to the Court, and
Fomove that it he printed.

Audltor(-'-‘ Surch'\rrres ——\Teu Attendance Enforcing Ofﬁcer

The Speaker seconded.
Carried.
‘ NEW ATTENDANCE ENFORCING
OFFICEFR.
TR follmving wotion wis on the agenda:
Cosnel of Fduettion—Muendanes  1Sn-
forcing Officer—Mr Crennell to niove—
Whereus, by gection 6. sub-section 12, of the
Education Aect. 1895, it is eracted 1hat the
Gouneil of FBducation may sppoint an officer
o officers to enforce the attendance of child.
:|en at School, the approval of thr Tvnwald
Court being neecszary to the fixing of the
amount of salary or remuncratian payable Lo
any peesons s0 appointed :

And  whereas., by  minute
September, 1914, (he

dated
Counheil of

the 18th
Fducation




appointed Mr James Mocore Dupdale as attend-
ance enforcing officer for the parishes of Bal-
laugh. Jurby, Andreas, Bride. and Tezayre, and,
subjeet 1o the approval of the Tynwald Court.
Iixed his salary at £52 per anoum:

Resolved, “That the Gourd do approve of such
wdlary.”

Mr Cresuell: 1 regret that owing to the
death of oue of the best enforcing officers
aver in  the service of +the  Council
of Education in the Ieland, it has be-
eome necessary te appeint a new enforeing
ofiver. and 1 wmove that he be appointed
at & osalary of £52, which is £18 less than
his predecessor was getting.

The Clork of the Rolls: How does it1isc?

My Crenmell: There nre no stated timoes.

The Clerk of the Rells: What &id the
old offizer get?

Mr Crenuedl: £13 more thant this, but e
had been 1u office for o number of years.

The Clek of e Rolls: Tf 1he enforcing
officer is satisfied. .

Mr Creennetl; Tt wiil be increased,

My J. R. Kerrwizh sceonded.

The otion wis carried,

LEASE OT SNAEFLLIL.

The Trustees of the Common Lands pre-
sented o petition for coufirmatinti of lease
to Mr W, ). Loe of the Suaefell Mountain,
for the tern- of 14 yecars (but terminable
al oplion of either party in 1921}, ot an
anwual cental of £3C0.

My Cruickshank: T appear for the Trus-
tocs of Commeon Lands. By the Act of
1866, it is provided that the Trustees may
let land for a term of years, but not more
ihan seven vears, without the approval of
Tynwald. Tt is now proposed to let land
for fourteen yeavs, The lease is dated 21st
Novetber last, and minde between My John
Tiee, and lets 4,488 acres ot a rent of £300,
which is 4 large incrcase im the rent re-
ee'ved under thie former lease. Tt is an
inerease of £100 on the okl lease, 1T will
call Mr Cluens who is acting as Sceretary
{or tlre Trustees.

Me J. Y. Olueas, eailed, deposged: T have
beon acting as Secretary to Lhe Commons
Frustees, and I am @ Trustee.

Mr Cruickshank  The former lense of
the land was £200 » vear, and that expired
on the 12th Novembor last, and the Trus.
bees have agreed to let to Mr Iice on a
fonrtorn veaes’ lease at an increase of £100
a0 ydar.

YWitness: That s sn,

My Cruickshank: Tt is the best rent ob-

tainable? ,
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| Witness: T thiuk so .
My Cruickshamlk- 1t is a fair rent?
I Witness: Yos.

Mr Crannell: Is it a new tenawt?

Witurgs: Yes. The old tenant did not
apply, and it was advertised both here aud
in England, Thisg is the best rent we coull
abtain, and the Trusteos consider it o satis-
fartory rent.

Mr Corniode. T move that the praver .r
the pelition be aranted. T sm quite satis-
fiesi that it is n good bargain.

My Cremme!ll seconded, and
earrod.

it was

LISTS OF VOTERS.
The Clerk of the Roils: T beg to move—
That a committee of this Court be appointed
tn examine the aceounis of expenses incarrad in
forming and revising the lists of voters und:r

the Houre of Keya Blection Acts for the renr
ended 30th S8eptember. 1914,

The Clerk of the Rells: This is the ordin-
ary mofion ¢ the necounts have been sent in
and are waiting to be paud, T hepe to he
able to repmt helore the misng of the
Court, The Spenker, the Recever-Gou-
eral, and myself have usually been the
Committen, )

Mr Jos. Qualtrough seconded, and it was
carried. )

The Governor: The Clerk of the Reolls,

the Revcciver-Gemeral. and  the Spenker
were the committee last year,
l Mr Kermode: T propost they be re-

olocted.
My Walton: T second that.
- Carried.

SUPPLEMENTARY VOTES —PRINTING
AND ADVERTISING.
The Clerk of the Rolls: T beg to move—

That the Treasurer of the Iste of Man be
anthorized Lo apply from the current revenog
of this lsland a supplementary sum not exceaid-
ing £150 to defray, during the year ending 3lst
March, 1915, the expenses incurred, or to he
‘ incarred, for printing official publications and

for advertising, such amount to be in addition
io the sum of £500 voted by this Gourt on the
Hh June, 1914,

The Clerlr of the Rolls: The increase in
the wost of printing arises on :uceount of
soie outstatding accounts which were not
sont én baving come in this year, amount-
ing to €100, and the rest is due to extra
printing ana advertising due to the war.
The Treasurer has now arranged to have
the printing and advertising aceounts ren-
dered monthly. so that we will not mot into
the same pesition agoin.

Mr Walton seconded. amd i was carried.

' Lease of Snaefell Mountain.—List of Voters.—Supplementary Votes.—Printing and
Advertising. )
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PROBATION OF OFFENDERS ACT.

The Receiver-General: T have te move—

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man he
wnthorized to apply from the current revenus
nt this Igland a supplementary sum not excced.
ing £20 to defray, during the year cnding 3ist
Mareh, 1915, the expenees ineurrcd, or to be
imncurred, under the Probation of Offenders Act,
1513, such amount to be in addilion to the sum
uf £40 voted by 1lhis Court on the 9th June, 1914

The Receiver-General added: There wus
an error in the vote before the Court in
June last, il having been sei down at £46
ingtead of £60, Tlwe expenses under the
Act have hecn £45, and £15 further ex-
penses will he divourred, which brings it up
1o the £60. [ oniv regret thab this Act
s not taken morc advantage of by the jus-
tices of the Tsland. Any increased amount
neceseary under the Act for the prevention
of juveniic crime would be readily voted.
The Court will not begrudge money spent
in this direction.

Capt. Moughtin: I second that.

The Governor: T shauld adso like to wrge |

upon the Justices th- necessity of taking
evory advantage of this Act.
The molion was carried.

MAINTENANCE OF CHILDREN IN
REFORMATORIES.

The NReceiver-General: 1 beg io move—
‘That the Treaswrer of the lale of Man be
authorisell to apply from the current revenus
o this Island A supplementary eum not exceed-
ing £i20 to-defray, during the year ending Jlst
March, 1915, the expenses incurred, or (o he in-
eurred, in maintaining chiidren committed to
reformateries and industrial  schools, such
amount to be in addition to the sum of £300
voted by this Court on the 9th June, 1914,
Continuing, the Receiver-General said:
This is a supplementary stwn te cover the
expenses to 3lst March, 1915,  The diffi-
culty which the Treasurer has io face in
mnking the estimates is that he cannot tell
how many children in any one vear will be
committed to these schools by the Justices of
the Tsland, This additional suin has been
found necessary, owiug to the incireased
mumber of children commitied during the
past vear, and alsn to the increased ¢harges
made by the different reformatory schools,
both Protestant and Roman <Catholic.
Previous to 1910, when the Justices com-
mitted a child to an industrial school or a
reformatory, arrangements for the school to
which the child was comnnitted were made
by the Government Oflice, and they, there-
fore, knew exactly what cxpenses were
likely to be incurred, TUnder the 1910 Act,
the power was given to the Justices to fix
the school. T think that some little
amendment of that Act is necessary, not to

. take the power away from the Justices,

but to make it very necessary for the
Justices, or their clerk, to ab once notice
the Trensurer of the Island with regard to
any commitments that have been made, so
that ke will know what monevy wili be
needed. The cost this vear of the cluldren
at present in the schools is  estimmated at
£480. I move the resolubion.

My Crennell seconded, and
carried.

PRINTING DEBATES.
The Clerk of the Rolls: T beg to move:—

That_the Treasurer of the Tsle of Man be
authorized to apply frofl the curreat revenue
of this Island a su]pplemam,ary suin of £5% s
to defray, during the year ending 3ist March,
1915, 1he cxpenses incurred in connection witl
printine debailes of the lInsular Leeislature,
such amonnt to be I addition to the sum of
£30 voted by this Covrt un the 9th June, 1914,

Continuing, the Clerk of the Rolls added :
All the members are more or less responsible
tor this expenditure. The item is really a
pro-rata charge for printing the debates
duwiing the past year. Under the contract
of £300 we are entitled to a book of 500
pages, und we had a book of 582 pnges, and
the vote asked for represents the difference
between the 500 pages and the 582 pages.

My Garside: 1 beg to second that,

Mr Crennell: I think that the reports we
ueb of the procecdings are very correct, and
we find them very useful, bhut 1 think the
members of the Council might undertake to
pay this extra cost, as it must be due to ex-
cessive talk on thelr part last session.
(Langhter.) Tir  work ds  of very
greal value to  those who take an
mtcrest in the debates, but I would
like to say that they would be still
more valuable if the regunlations weie
strictly adhered to. The conditions are
not being fulfilled, and the loss of this
during the past yenr has been felt. It is
a very useful arrangeutent, at least, I find it
so. 1 am one of ithose who pive consider-
ahle trouble to the printer in the matter of
corrections, hut I think it should be pointed
ont that the contract is not heing fulfilled
strictly in accordance with the resolution
of the Committee, and T hape it will be done
in the future.

The Clerk of the Rolls: T have drawn the
attentton of the Treasurer to the fact that
the conditions arc not strictly observed.

The Governor: 1 wonld recommend to
members of the Court a move liberal use of
the bloe pepcil when they are given their
proofs  (Lamghter.)

The motion was agreed to,

it was
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3T. PATRICK’S ISLE
The Recciver-General:

SEA WALI.
1 move:—

Wheraas the sea wall of the causeway con-
necting 8t. Patrviek's Isle, at Peel, with the
mainlnai:l has been damagecd by the sea:

And whereas the damased portion of such
wail has been temporarily repaired: but it is
necisaary whint fnrther repairs ol a more per-
wranent eharaeter shotld be cxecuted thereat,
and that th: rest of «he wall should be
strengthened :

Resolved, “That n sum pot exceeding £300 be
applied frou the moneys ztanding to the credit
of the lele of Man Acenmniated Fund lor the
purpose of carrying oul such further work to
the =aid causeway as may he nceesgnry.

The Receiver-General addel : Members of
the Conrt will remember the storms that
we had last December, and that very con-
siderable damage was done by them al
Peel, but it will be a aratifieation to the
Courg to know that very little dumage was
done elsewhere in the Island. Some little
damage was dane at the Donglas Break-
water, more especially at the cattle-landing
steps and some damage was also done
at the Port St. Mary roadway, but it
does not amount to much.  With refetence
to this wall at Peel. we huve found that it
is very mueh more serinusly damaged than
we at first thought. T will read 1o yvou Mr
Blaker’s report:—

1 regrat to gay that on December 3rd consider-
able damame was done to the lower part of the
wall forming the, west side of the causeway
connecling St. Patrick’s Isle to the mainland.

1o otder to ‘nake the fullowing report more
clearly underztcod. [ sbenld explain that the
wall which has becn damaged is very olkl, and
forms the west side of the original narrow
cansewiy built very long ago {1 have been in-

- Tormed that it war huilt by order ol onc of the
Countesses of Derby). in ar about the yvear 1852
the causeway wag widened to its present dimen-
siong. and the new western wall was hnilt upon
tire o Jd wall ag a fonncation.

The mortion of the swall which has heen
(amaced was originally built dry fie. with ng
mortar in tha joitis) and the stones ave placod
nn edge instead of on the flat. In the 1682 waltl
the slones :ye 1aid ‘lat on their natural bex.
Behind the old wall js rubble filling. The old
will was pointed up with cement mortar many
years azo (probably about 1882), an: thus was
very  congiderably  strengthened: sai it has
always heon a eonree of anxiety, and has
always received carcful attention.

At the time the Per] Breakvater was extendui
a cart slipway was hoilt alongside the il erd
of this +id wall. an:l thtis of ecurse has pro-
teeted it Feam the foct of the slipway for a
distance oi about 100ft. to the rocks at the
Castle end. 1he old wall is exposed to the full
fury of 1he wave Tae almost conlinuous
battering wh.elh 1his expesed piece of the wall
ha¥ received during the recent proiracted spell
of cxeeptionally stormy weather proved too
mueh for a part of ift, and at daybhreak on
I'hnraday morning a hreach, roughiy 14ft. long
Ly 6ft. high, and 397t. from the foot of the slipe
way., bad lheen made in the old wall by the
waves, and the fillinr behind io a denth of
aboul 8ft. had been scoured out. Fortunately.
the eomparatively new wall [bwilt in 1832) had

" spent it in this way,

remained intoct over the portion which span=
the breach in the old wall helow.

From o close exmmmination of the hearving.
the damage donc appears to be confined to the
immediate neighbourheod of the breach: but,
evenr <o, it will take about 39 cubic varde
of concrate to fll the voids and make the
hearting which has been affected solid.

It is 2 most difieult. thing to say with any
certainty what the cost of this repair will Le:
but 1 think that to cover the cost of what has
already been done, and is now being done, £151
will be reguird.

1 do not propose to touch vhe timber shutter
ing, which was fixed un on Saturday njght.
during the winter. hnit next summer it will have
to be taken off and the concrste underneath
made good and faced up with stone to corres-
nond with the reat of the wall.

Countinuing, the Reeciver-General added :
Thr wonk cost only £100, and not £150.
as anticipated, but 1 am not asking for «
vote for that £130. The Court will he
aware that the Board estimated that they
wouwld have n spend a considerable sum of
money in connection with the fishing in-
dustry at Peel, and on the Quay roadway.
but when the war commenced that industry
stopped, and we saved the £100, and have
We are now askingy
for money for permanent repairs.  In a fur-
ther report on the work, Mr Blaker says:—:

My report ¢f the Sth nltimo with reference to
the above was written whilst the repsirs were
in hand; thege were finished aboui the middic
of st mantit, and are partly permanent and
partly temporary. The expenditure on this
worl @0 far has been abond £100. which ig £5
less than I anticipated

1 went over to Peel and 1-ade a carcinl iu-
spection not only of the temporary repairs. but
of the wlhole ol the old wall and now heg t0
report as “ollows:—

The tempomry shutlering is siandine verr
well, and does not arnpear to have moved .n
the least sinee it was pnt in.

I regrel to say that a earcful examinaiion of
the whole of the old wall shows it to be in 1
worse gtate than I firet thought. 1t has had a
very had shaking ihis winter. A lot of the
painting lias been knocked oui, prd n larse
number of woodea v-edges have been driven in
between the stones to keep them from coming
out

To mercly re.point the wall would be of very
Ijttie uge, and would he a waste of money, [t
we are to be relieval or anxiety with regard to
this «1d wall in the fature, there appears to me
to he only ‘wo courses open. and they are—

1. To pull down the old wall and rebuild it.
This would coat 1 estimatc abont £600, as
it would he tide work, and the polling
down and rehilding conld only he done in
short Yenwtha,

2. Ta face nup the old wall with a layer of
conerate, uboul Zf1. thick. nwd put a con
crete apron along lhe toe of the new
lfacinz., “his wonld cost about £302.

1. am in faveour of No. 2 method: it ig notonly
cheaper and guite as effective as No. J, b
does not invalve the rigk of heing caught by a
storm with o part or the old - wall down and
the new pobt not built. Under such conditicns
a storm wonuld probably scour ont a great
guantity of the rubble hearting,

Continning, the Receiver-General added :
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This latter course the Board have decided
upon, as snggested by Mr Blaker, and we
now ask the Court to conszent to the vote
for £300. Members will know ihat ihe sca
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. huilt in thiz wall. Now is the time to do

. 1t, when the wall is damaged.

breaks with tremendous force against that :

wall, and it tike work is not done soon, con-
siderable more expenditire will be re-
guired.

My Cormmade: 1 sccond that,

Mr Kermode: T support the imotion, T
am familiar with that wall. ! don't know
whether the Conntess of Dorby ordered it
to be built or not, but I well rementbe:
the old man who built it, and who zlso
built the shore wall at Peei. 1 remember
him well as an old man when I was & boy.
When they were building the breakwater
at Peel they took thousnnds of tons of
sand and cravel off that shore to bnild the
hreakwater, and since -then the shore has
been falling to the extent it is now. If
gome of the sand taken from the breakwater
had heen deposited on that beach, it might
have raised 1t, and saved this expense, be-
cause before the breakwater was formed it
was quile 15ft. higher than it is at the
prosent time.  The sand and gravel should
never have heen taken from the shore, but
under the circumetances T don’t sec that
theve is any remedy for the damage done
It +hat snmzested by Mr Binker.

The Clerk of the Itolls: T only want to
say one word, and that i to diraw, attention
to the very carefnl way ihe Harbour Board
look after the inberests of the Tsland. We
Jaave cvery reason to wongratulate owr-
selves that in the prent storms that swept
over the Tsland lagt September from both
east and west mere damage was not
done. T am sure that unyome who
watcled the scas breaking over the break-
water on New Year's Day must have won-
doved how it stood. That the damage done
was hardly worth speaking about shows
the eare which the Board have cxercised in
their work.

Capt. Moughtin: When I was salving
the St. George 22 years ago, there was a
uood cart roadwny from that beach. The
sea then expended its force on the shingle
an the beack, and the wall ook no harm
whatever. At that time'T aiso think there
were a nuraber of stones on the beach from
the Tene'la Hotel on the headlands, but
all stones on a beach like that will be
around to sand in the course of time. By
building the breakwater you have pre-
vented sand and shingle being washed
ronnd, and 1 would suggest, to counteract
this, and also probably to stop the silting
of the harhour. that n culvert ought to be

|
|

It would
also take the silt from the Neb, T am
satisfied that the experiment will be well
worth trying, cspecindly in view of the
cnormwous antount of money that has been
expended on dredging in Pecl.

Tle Clerk of the Rolls: Could we not
deposit Iarge stones on the beach?

Capi. Moughtin: They would all Dbe
cround up into small stones and sand. If
vou go down the Victoria Pier now you
will see the large stones that were deposited
on that beheh have been ground down, amd
T am satisfied that that beach is falling.
Tt is weil worth tryime the experiment of a
culvert now. You coull casily adopt some
method of closing it from storm, and T am
convineed 16 would he a sncoess.

Mr Radelific: I think the tme has
arrived when we should take this matter of
Peel Harbonr into consideration.  In any
ordinary husiness, if a particular depart-
ment of the husiness had proved for many
vears to be o failure, sensible and intelli-
ent business men would let that depart-
ment drop  Members of the Court are ne
strangers to the fact that, for the last tew
or iwelve vears, Pecl has hecn constantly
borring.,  There seenis to be no time when
Peel doesn’t want.  And they return
nothing for it.  There is no justifiable
reason why Peel should be kept open as n
geaport town. There is nn irade, and the
fishing industry is decaving. T venture tn
say that the shipping of Peel is of very
little importance indeed, and here the whole
Isle of Man is losing money vear by vear
in making large grants for the purpose of
preserving  liarhoimr works that are not
needed. T think that is the aveatost folly
in the world, and if this poliey ia to be
conrtinned, aother ports, like Douglas, where
there is a tremendous amouni of traflic,
and Ramsey, with its heavy work in ship-
ping, will demand more nttention. They
eannot get what they ought to have, and
vet Pesl, which does mnathing for the
revenue, 1s constantly receiving  the
Tsland’s money. T don’t say I shall vote
against this grant, hut T think the Harhonr
Conimissioners ought te wse greater pre-
caution in this matter. The Receiver-
General has tried to bolster up the case as
well as he conld, bt T know it is very hard
to make a mood case onl of a had one.
(T:aughter).
~ Mr Quine: T think the present moment
is an opportune one for the Harbour Com-
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niissioners to consider whether they can
effect any improvement at Peel. We have
such a number of engineers in this Court,
and - sometimes amateur engincers really
have their question well in hand, and are
more correct than cven paid engineers.
Take the case of the Midland Railway Co.,
when they made that port on the other side,
Heysham. People on that coast said it
would cost more to dredge the harbour
there than 1t was worth. Engineers from
London and elsewhere, who were experts,

thought otherwise, but it hnas heen proved -

that the people with local knowledge wero
correct. There is the question spoken of
by the lion. member for South Douglas. e
asks the Harbour Board to do two things
which appear to me to be quite opposite.
First, they are to make the culvert, and
then they are to put stones on the beach
to protect it. T take it that if the Board
make this culvert, they would take away
the protection for the beach. They must
decide to do one of these two things, |
think. Of course, the Harbour Board will
take this suggestion into consideration, no
doubt, but T think we should vote this
money, and leave it to the Roard.

Mr Garside: I fes! that I have to vote
for this grant, but I think one or two
remarks are quite justifiahle in criticism
of the Harbour Board itself. Last year we
voted £8,000 towards Peel Harbour, and
then we voted a further grant of £545 in
connection with the same object. At that
time I don’t think any members of the
Court apposed the grant, but there was
some criticism as to whether the policy of
the Harbour Board, which had led up to
such expenscs rocunmg time after time,
nnd applications beine inede to the Comt
in connection therewith, was guite justifi-
able, and a suggeshon was made that a
committee of the Court should take the
grant into consideration. It was pointed
out that the work in question needed to be
done, and would have to be done in any
caze, and: | believe that, with: the pressure
that was then put on the Court to pass
that grant, there was an implied promise
either that a committee would be appointod
or that the Harbour Board,.who were in
elore touch with the matter time after
time, would give their consideration to this
recurrent expenditure. I don’t say that
what we are dfgeussing to-day fe a reenr-
rence of expenditure we had before usm
then.. I am forced to my remarks this
morning by the observations of the hon.

member for South Douglas, in which he
says that the stato of things which eaused
that big expenditure last year is rapidly
coming lowards the recurrent stage.
Whilst I shall vote for this grant, T would
like, and I think the Court generally wounld
appreciate it, too, to have the Receiver-
General give us some idea of what steps
the Harbour Board have taken to obviate
tho'necessity of the large recurring expen-
diture which was last before ns last year.

Mr A, Qualtrough: I am not in faveur
of the Harbour Board fixing this wall again,
but T am very much in favour of a culvert
being bored right through the wall, al-
though it is the finest piece of maaonry
work T have seen in the Isle of Man. |
went there last Thursday to see it, and [
believe that if a culvert was made right
through the wall, it would stop any further
silting at the breakwator. I don’t often
agree with the hon. member for South
Douglas, but on this point Ido. T am sure
that if a way was made where the sea haa
pointed out that it wants a way througa,
there would be no further trouble at Peel.
I move that the matter be adjourned, and
that the Harbour Board consider the
question,

Mr J. Qualtrough: 1 don’t think it is
wise to consider the question of a culvert.
There ara great difficulties in the way. It
would destroy the approach to the harbour
A vessel coming into the. harbour with u
south-west wind could not get in with the
rush of the current of water coming
through the culvert. I don’t think it would
answer the purpose intended. T think that
the work that the Receiver-General sug-
gests needs to be done, and I think the
Court should vote the moncy at once. [t
is repair work, and if it is not repaired, i
will mean more money later on.

Mr Kermode: May I explain
of “order,’”” and a Voice:
already.”’)

Mr Kermode: I know, but—— (Renowed
eries of “‘order,” during which the hon.
member sat down).

The Receiver-General {replying): 1 didn’t
come to the Court without recognising the
high pinnacle upon which the hon. member
for South Douglas stands in refercnce to
nautical matters. But I do say, that on
many oceagions he makes very reckless
statements, angd statcmenis which ecannot
he verified,” I think T shall prove that
hefore I sit down. Some of the statements

(Cries
“You have spoken
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made by lnm to-day may lead the Court :»
think that there is a great deal more in the
nmatter of the culvert than there really is.
I have a good deal of experience of this
Court, and when this vote was to be con-
sidered, I at omee said to myself, gs [
usually do, ‘"What is likely to be said about
it?* T said, My hon. friend, the
hon. member for South Douglas, is
sure to trot out his culvert, and, therefore,
I must be ready to make some atatemerat
in reference to it.”? The matter has heen
very carefully considered. Some consider-
able time ago I had a conversation with
vour Ixcellency with reference to this
question, and I then told you, as I have
told members of the Court, that this matter
had veceived the carcful anttention of the
engineers, and we must be guided largely
by the engineers’ advice. T admit, with
the hon. member for Rushen, Mr Quine,
that you mav somiectimes have information
outside thal possessed by cnginecrs which
may he of value. But if we were to come
to the Court with our ewn ideas oulv the
Court would ask at onee, ‘“What is your
skilled opinien?'  The hon. member for
South Douglas made a statement, and T
agsk himm for his authority for 1t to the
effect that sand had alreadv aceumulated
in the dredged area to a very large extent.
T agk him for his.anthority. T say that is
not eorrect; the gales have not brought
sand inta  the

dredged avex to any
appreciable  extent. The  north-west
wind it is whieh does that, and the

recent. heavy winds have been sonth-west,
and, if that continues, we don’t anticipate
that there will be much trouble hy silting.
Then the hon. member talks ahout the
beach, and the gravet and sand there. Mr
Blaker informs wme that the question of
whether the beach consists of sand or
shingle depends upon whether the wind is
in or off shore. We know that on that
shore there is a considerable amount of
sand when the wind is driving it in, hat if
the wind shifts, in a very short time the
sand is gone,  Another question is, the
shore does not helong to the Harbour Boerd,
but to the T'eel Town Clommissioners. and
they are guarding it very carefully. The
shore is  a  bathing-place. (Mr Tor-
mode: “No.”) At least, that is the
impression the» give s, that if we put any-
thing on ihe shore that is detrimental to
bathing. it will be 2 scrious matter for
Peel. We counld tip as much sand on to
the shore as we could take out of the har-
bour mouth, hoping that it would fill up

the lahmc and also relieve us of the lia-
bility of c.u*t.mg to a place further away.
But the Peel Town Commissioners are
exceedingly anxious that the shore shoull
be maintained in a nice sandy face for the
purposes of b-xthmg It is gratifying, i
musi, admit—for I am only human—that
onc should now and then hear sume kind
and generous words said about the Harbour
Board, and T appreciate to the ful]esi
extent what has been said by the Clerk of
the Rolls, the congmtulahons offered by
him, hcc&use through the foresight of our
oﬂicmls a consndembb greater amount of
Jamage has been prevented. On the other
hand, we have the hon, membher for Ayre,
Mr Radchﬁe always against poor little
Teel. (Lﬂughtel) Whenever hie is in the
act of abusing Peel, he always advocates
the elaims of Donglas: but dees he ever
assist Douglas when it comes to be a gues-
tion of Dou;z]ns asking for anything? He
says now that all this money is being
wasted at Pecl, where there is no ha;bour
and no busmws while Ramsey and Dou-
glas want the money badly, and are not
gebting it Tt is no use, here are the
works ; the works have to be kept up ; and
one has nothing inore to say.” He says 1
have tried to bolster up my case. T have
used nothing hut the facts, and 1 have put
the facts before the Court, and if the Court
will look at these, dand face them, I wmn
satisfied whatever decision the Court may
come to. The lion. member for North Dou.
glas, Mr Garside, who generally takes a
very liheral view of things, implies that
there was an undertaking hy the Harbour
NRoard. when the questiomof Pecl dredg-
ing came on., that we were to take notes
of groynes on the south cnast of England,
and to report, and then the Court might
appointa cnnuuittee to sec if some groynes
mirht be put down at Pecl in the foture.
I beg to assure the Court that we have
not lost sight of the matter. Tt was our
intention during Aungust and September
to view these Sonth Coast places, and

Mr Cormoade: You should explain who
“wo'’ means. It doesn’t mean the whole

Harbour Board., (Laughter).

The Receiver-General: One is apt to put
that little “we’’ in, It was intended
that a deputation from the Board should
go. But we were told from South Coast
places that if we had dared to show our
faces and be seen inspecting the shore
work: during war timnes we should have
been arrested as German spies, {Laughter.)
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Seriously, we know that the war has npset
many things, and it has upset our intention
in this matter. We thouwght it hetter to wait
for the present. But at the same time
the matter is being carefully watched, and
any report we can make to the Courts will
boa ntade.  One or two nrembers have men-
tioned this idea of the culvert. Well, I
knew what was likely to occur at this
Court, and I asked the Board’'s engineer
to give me his notes with reference to his
opininn fs to making a slnice in the eause-
way at Peel, and in a report which 1
received from him this morning , M
Blaker says:——

1. Supposingz we had a sluice throuwgh the
causew v angd across the heach, Tet ns zee
waunt takes place. .

The flood tide runs up the coast, ie.,
fowards the north. Ti alse flows inte the
inner harbour month at the same time,
ie. in @ sontherly dirsclion; therefore,
the stroam of water emning throuph the
alpice would meet thai coming into the
harbour month, The two currents heing
of egual. or nearly equal strength, you
would get dead, or nearly dead, water;
anyway tlere womla le no seouring
strength in cither current

2, The chb tide flows south. The current
would, thercfore. flow in at the harbour
mouth and out through Lhe causeway; but
in doinr so would tend to bring sand intc
the harbour. and deposit it just inside the
old pierhead. where an eddy would form.

3. Whatever were done, no sluice in the chuse-
way would ever induce any current 1o go
round towards the lifeboat slipway, so
that the sand lying behiud a. line drawn
from the point of the little jetty under the
Castle, to the point of the Rreakwater.
would cortainly never be totiched hy the
abiece or “sluice-induced™ currents,

4 To do any good » velume of water equal
to nt least half that which can flow in
and out of the inner harbour entrance
should come through the slwices. The
enlrance i{s about 130ft. wide; ergo, the
eluices should be 60ft. or 70[t. wide. Tt
would be a very expensive matter to con-
struct gates. and machinery for operating
them, etrong cenough to withstand the
blows delivered by the storm waves
nzainst this canseway.

. The sluicez would have to he ent through
tiie heach at least down to low water
mark, which means a channel right across
Fenella Beach. a distance of 300ft. Imaging
a channel in that situation 300ft. long
16ft. decp, and &3ft. or 7oft. wide. to he
conslrcted, and then kept clear of sand,

% I have gisen this question a great deal of

thoncht, but 1 cannot see how any g
coudd result [rom having a slnice in the
canseway. The cost of the sluices, gates.
machinery, ete., would be considerable,
probably not less than £15000 or £20.000.
and it i3 very doubtful indeed whether
ahy henefit would he derived

Contiuning, the Reccivar-General said:
You will see the danger that Mr Blaker
feara from such a method; and that is the
one thing that the Harbour Board want to
avoid, the formation of any sandbanks in

m

the fairway of the harbour. Then, whereas
the hon. member for Rushen, Mr A. Quai-
trough, thinks that the point of the break
waber is the point where improvement
would be effected by the constrnction of
slu‘ce, Mr Blaker thinks that that is the
very place which will ot be affected. Thou,
the wlhole result of such n work is problem-
atical; it is not really known by anvhody,
but alter carefully inquiring into the matter
during the past few years, ever since the
idon was first suggested by the hon, mem-
ber for Santh Douglas, in whose judgment
T at times have a great den) of confidenco—
ab times, T must say—(lughter)—T have
heen Ied to the solid couclusion that it
would e a prent mistake to do anything of
the sort. And then there is the other
aspect of the cuze that Mr Blaker has
pointerd out, the cost, which would prohably
run up  to  £20,000. (Capt. Moughtin:
“Rats!” nnd laughter) There vou have
the opinion of a practical man. T think I
need say nothing further, but ask the Court
to vote for the resolution.

The Governor: T shouvld just like to echo
what the Clerk of the Rolls has said, by
way of congratulating the Harbour Rouard
and the Tsle of Man generally upen the
exeredingly satisfactory state of our sea
works, sal She exeendingly small amount
of domage that has been done by the very
severe pales of this winter. Asg the Clork
of tho Rolls has said, this reflects vers
great credit upon those gentlemen who are
called upon by their official duties to see
that these works are in a proper condition,
and the Isle of Man may congratulate itself
upon possessing a body of very able and
hard-working servants. '

‘The mation was carried, Capt. Moughtin
voting *No.'!

SEA WALL AT PORT ST. MARY,

The Viecar-General moved i=-

That & grant of £1,000 be made to the Iligh-
way Board out of the moneys standing to the
credit, of the Tste of Man Accumulated Fund for
thae purpese of repairing damage done to the
sca wall alonr Port 8t Mary Bay, and for
Meventing an extengion of such damage.

The Vicar-General : I move the resolution
standing in my name. T think the resolu-
tion on the agenda sufficiently indicates to
members of the Court the road that s in-
valved in the present proposal of expendi-
ture. It 35 the road near Strandhall,
extanding along Port St. Mary bay, a large
length of which is, as is known. kept in
place by a retaining sea wall. T don’t think
I nced point out to members of the Court
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how exccedingly important, and growingly
importawt, the ronds of this Tslend are o
the community. Seecing that this damage
hag been done by recent storms, with the
possibility of fiture storms during the
remainder of the winter dnd in the spring,
it will be manifest to all of us that the
work should be at once put in hand, beeause
every day’s delay inereases the possibility of
very considerable extension of the damage.
Just at this time, it'is particularly vsefnl
that work should be supplied in the distriet
of Port Erin and Port St. Mary, betuuse.
as must he known to most of us, a large
namber of persons engaged in bnilding
aperations are out of work. and are very
geriously placed owing to the cessation of
building in that districk. Whatever ex-
penditure is made, it will be usefnl to a
whole section of the community inhabiting
the scuthern parts of the Island. Tt was
only at a very recent meeting of the High-
“way Beard that the report of this damage
was made to that Board: Immedintely
afterwards, at the request of the Board, 1
approached his Excellency, nnd asked if he
would be prepared to vecommend to the
Court the expenditure of the sum of £1.000
to repair the damage already done. and to
prevent the risk of further damage in the
immediate future. At that time T in-
{ormed his Excellency that £1,000 wns
roughly estimnted to be reguired for the
work. Since then Mr Kay, the Surveyor-
General, whom T shall ask to give evidence,
has gone into the matter carefully, and has
comte to the conclusion that a sum of £1,530
could very usefully and pronerly bhe
expended on this wall now. He says, in
effect. I can do this work, repair the
present damage, and ward off risk in the
future, for some time to come, by the ox-
penditure of £1.000; but it would be very
much more economical to spend £1.530).
which would immensely lessen future r'sk.”
1 need hardly point eut how very important
is this road. Tt is cnormously uged by
visitors; streams of visitors coming into
Part St. Mary and Port Erin in the
morning return by this road through Castle-
town in the afterncon or evening., Alse, it
is the road entirely used by residents whao
desirn {0 travel by road between Castletown
and Port St. Mary or Port Erin. T would
refer very briefly to previous reports of the
Highway Board concerning this rond. In
1896 the Board report that censiderahle
damage had been done by the winter gales
to the rond at Strandhall, and they fear
very considerable expense will liave to he

|
|
|
|

|

Chas beeu, they

incurred in connection with that road in
the near future. In that report, also, they
make reference tn 2 sum of money expended
on that road in 1835, In 1808, the Board
say that they have had to spend £804 on
repairs to the sca wall and road abutting
on Port 8t. Mary Bay, which was largely
damaged during the gales of Outober, 1896,
and that this large expenditure has con-
siderably crippled thé finances of the
Board. The work carricd out hy the Boaid
helieve, thoroughly well
done, and they trust it will prove sufficient
for many vears {o come,  “This roud,’” they
continue, ‘“‘has always been a source of
auxiety to the Board, and they call th»
special attention of your Excellency to the
sitbject in a special report.” So that the
necessity for spending £800 on this road
crippled the Highway Board in its operations
in the year 1808, T think we must all
recogmse that the Highway Board at the
present time, having regard to the extra
cost and the extra importance of preserving
in good repair the highreads of the Island
are in very much more straitened circum-
stances than in those days. Although the
revenue of the Board has increased, very
shightly, the obligations of the Bonrd have
very largely increased. The advent of
motor traflic, which iz now such -n im-
portant featute in the Isl:nd, from the point

‘of view of our visitors, has entirely altered

the circumstances of the Bosrd during the
last fow years. Last year the Board were
compelled to spend £550 above their
ordinary anunual income, ond it was found
impossible to do otherwise. If the Board
is now compelled to meect this large expendi-
ture, it will more than eripple them, from
the point of view of the Board in 1898, in
the'r operalions for the year; it will mean
a saviug in differert directions which must
operate advereely to the interests of the
people of the Island, both in their own use
of the ronds, and in the use of the roads
made by visitors.,  Under these circum-
stances, I could, in nll confidence, approach
your Excellency for help in this watter.
With your Excellency's consent, I shall,
with the leave of the Court, ask that the
sum of £1,000 meniioned in the resolution
be increased to £1,630. Because. ag Mr
Kay will tell you presently, by spending
£1,500 now, a large saving will he effected
in the future. He thinks that with £1,000
there could only be n kind of patched-up
job, and the result will be rontinuous ex-
penditure for the future. We have spent
£120 in the last two years in patching up
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this road. We really could not spend
more; though, il we had had funds avail-
able, we should have immedintely spent a
large capital sum, to prevent this constant
annual dribbling awny of the Board’s funds.
The £120 spent has really done nothing
but stave off the evil day for a matter of
woeks or months. We are now faced with
a very serious difficulty with regard to th's
road, and if the money is not expended, the
rond will disappear. If the road disappears,
it will be a public calanity to the Isle of
Man.

Mr A. Qualtrough setonded.

Walter R. Kay, Surveyor-Gencral, was
~Wworn.

The Vicar-General: You are Surveyor-
Gereral of Highways, and have carclully
examined the retaining wall of this road,
and the condition of the road, since the
report was made to the Highway Board at
their last meeting?

Wituess: Yes.

The Vicar-General: Just describe what
you found,

Witness: I found that, taking the length
of the roud wall from Strandhall to Port
8t. Mary boundary, there were perhaps a
dozen portions with retaining walls built
nt different tinmes, some by private owners
and some by the Board. Other portions
were just the earth and clay banks stand-
ing out from three or four to ten or fifteen
or twenty feet from the scuth of the road
wall.  Gradually, each year, portions of
this earth bank have been washed away,
until the sea has got to the road wall, and
during recent gales, a portion of the
retaining wall has heen broken into jusi
about 200 yards from the bottom of Fisher®,
Hill. Then there are four or five other
portions of the wall, built at differcni
times, just as they gave way, in order to
preserve the road, and what I suggest——

The Vicar-General: Part of the wall is
gone, part of the roadway also?

Witness: Yes. the sea has come just into
the rondway. There are three or four por-
tions of the wall that liave been built, one
only 11 fect long, another 50 feet, another
180 feet, leaving parts of the clay bank
open in bebween these isolated portions of
wall. What I now suggest is that the in-
tervening parls be now Dbuilt up into a
praoper retaining wall, so that there will be
no fear of the enrth giving way there, and
taking the road with it.  Further nlong
towards Port St. Mary, there are severnl

parts of the old wall that are giving way,
The parts that were repaired a year or two
ago are standing all right at present, and
it is not proposed to do anything with
those. But thers are scveral parts of the
wall built of stones placed vertically instead
of on the flat, and these in #wo or three
places are giving way, We propose to take
out and reconstruct the walls that are in
any way showing signs of giving way, and
also in one or two places to underpin por-
tions of the wall where the sca is getting
in underneath.

The Clerk of the Rolls: These are places
between the Kentraugh cotbages amd the
foot of Fisher’s Hill? "They are not within
the Port 8t. Mary boundary?

Witness: The Port St. Mary boundary is
the roadway going up to Four cattages close
to the Brewery, just where the roads divide,
The sca is encronching on the strip of land
adjoining the road, and that wall will befora
long need to be built up, but I haven't in-
cluded anything for that portion at present.
I have confined myself to between Strand.
hall and Kentraugh.

‘The Clerk ot the Rolis: You don’t pro-
pose any expenditmre between the Shome
Inn and the Brewery?

Wibness: Except in one place, close to
the Shore Jun, that place where I spoke
of the stonts being placed in verticaliy.

The Vicar-General: You wave your esti-
mate. Suppose you had only £1,000, you
would have to do a certain amount of
patch-work ?

Witness: 1 shonld reduce 1he amount of
new retaimimg wall, and spemdl pact of the
noney in patciting up. 1 don’t think that
that patching would be sntisfactory. Tt
would mean that sore tare im the ecom-
rarvatively near future, the work would
come up again. Not olliy so, bul somo
portions of the work would have to be Jeft
out altogether. The seaward side of the
ciiff is about six or eight fect away hori-
zontally from the wall, and the sca in the
course of a year or two will get in there,
and the work will have to be done again.
T think the more economical method would
be to do the whole work at ouce.

The Receiver-General: What is the length
of the retaining wall to be put in?

Witness© For the first part, 162 yards,
angd then there is one longth of 100 yards
or q little over, near Kentvaugh farm.

The Receviver-General: What is the area
of the damage?
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Witness: About 250 or 260 yands, in
small picces.

Mr Southward:
height?

Witness: Foom the foundation, from 12
to 16 feet.

The Clerk of the Rolls: Tt secms to be
rather hurried that you shouid first of all
ask for £1.000, and then go up to £1,530.

The Vicar-Gencral: It was ounly at the
last meoting of the Board that the report
of the damage was made. Mr Kay had
not then Lhe opportunity of going care-
fuily imto the mptter, but he has been
three doys down ai the place siwee. When
we came 1o his Bxeclleney, we really had
it ready in the roughest possible way.

Witiess: That just referred to one part
of the wall, and then I was instructed to
examine the whole of the wall from one
cid to the other.

The Clerk of the Rolis: Was that after
vou found that his Exocellency was s0
pliable,  {Laughter.) You could spend
£6,000 as casily as £1,500, 1 expect?

Witmess: 1¢ was veally, I think, because
it was mendioned at the Board nieeting that
there were other portions of the wall that
were not i a satisfactory condition, and
it would be better if I went over the whaole
length, and saw what was needed.

My Cormaode: Ts it the practice of your
Bonrd to have work of this auarecter done
by the Board’s own workmen, or by tendor?

Witness- Both ways,
ouwid get the men, T would prefer doing
the work myself. It is a question, too, of
whether the Board would care to take the
rislk -of the work,

The Clerk of the Rolls: What proportion
of the roadway between Fisher’s Hill and
Kentraugh is already secured by a retain-
tng wall, nad how much greater length do
FOL now propose to put in?

Witness: I should say that about a quar-
ter of tho length is already walled. It
will be over hall, at any rate, whon this
is done.

The Clerk of the Rolis: The remaining
half of the roadway is very pear to the
shore. is it mot¥

Wit niegs -
away, T zhould think. T -haven't considered
it

What is the average

The Clork of the Rolls: But you might
bhe called upon in a short time to put in a
retaining wall along the whole of it. The
question, to my luind, is whethar it would

Personally, if T |

l

It is fifteen or twenty feet |

not be cheaper to remove the road further
I

inland. (Hear, hear.) As I remember,
coming along the road, there is a4 con-
siderable drop from the road to the shore,
‘and a good deal of it is earth, perhaps with
dimestone at the bottom. I am mot quite
sure of that. I don’t know whether it is
possible to do so, but would it not be
cheaper to put the road a little furber
back #

Witness: T don’t think se. 1t would
interfere with certain farm buildings, and
there would be » considerable length of
new road to he made.

Mr Garside : What is the actual distance ?

Witness: Just over half a mile.

My Quine: Have jyou cousidered the
feasihility of removing the moad, as com-
pared with the repairing of the wall?

Witness: 1 haven’t gone into it. But
vou could mnot remove the rond without
expending a  good many thousands of
pounds.

Mr Quine: What amount of money will
yon require to spend on this read in future
to make the whole of tle wall permanent?

Witness: 1 haven’t gone into it, but it
would he very considerable. In some places
the shore is some distance aweay from the
road, and it is not likely for many years
that the wall would full in there.

Mr Quine: Have you any knowledge of
how fast it is washing away at Kentraugh,
where the old lime-kiln was?

Col. Moore: Part of that is a lomg way
from the road.

Witness:  There was a retasning wall
there at onc -time, but I anderstand the
stones ‘have been taken away.

Mr Crenncll: What is the nature of the
shore ?

Witiess: The soll 18 a mixture of clay
and marl, and the shore is shingle, and
the rock comes out perhaps five or six feet
below the shingle, clese up to the wall.

The Clerk oi the Rolls: Have you a plan
of any other portion of the bay?

Witness: I have the ordnance map.
(Produced.)

The Clerk of the Rolls: Have you a rock
foundation ¢

Witness: Within four or five feet of the
surface we have found rock, but I would
not like to say that it extends for the whole
length. T have not had time to make
trial banngs the whole length.

Col. Moore - T think it does.

The Governor You think that if this
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work is done, no farther repairs will be re- |
quired for a considerable zime?

Witness: Yes,

Mr Kermode: Where do you propose to '
zet the stone from?

Witness® From the quarey, and there
are laree seetions of mavel on the shore
near by.

Mr Kermode: Pon't vou shink it would
harm the beach to take thrt gravel awayv?

Witnwss: Not at that place.

Alr Kernode . Are you aware that o lot
of Jamage has been done hy taking gravel
off the shore, in the immediate vidnity ?

Witmiss: There are some ploces where
dan age has been done.

Capt. Moughtin- That is what has been
dene in Peel, 1aking stones from the shore
adjacent to the place where building was
heing done,

The Clerk of the Rolls: But those are
detatls whish the Highway Board could
consider. There are places in this reigh- |
bourhool whero the Highway Board are |
prevented Ly injunetion frow taking gravel
off the shore. i

My Cronnell: Was this damage done to
the roadway where there was a wall?

Witness: No. There was a small road
wall abont & feet 6 inches or four feet high |
on the top of the earth hank. The earth
bank was gradually getiing caten awnay,
amd the road wall was heing carried withit

M Crennell: You say that part of the
old wall is heing taken away, Is it he-
canse of the battering of tlw sea, or be-
cavse it was being underraned?

Witness. Bobth wcasons. l

Mr Cretnell : Won't that bappen again®
Tie sca, when it strikes the bank, scoops
out from underneath the wall, Waon'’t you
get the sen below your foundations again®

Col. Moore: There is vock below.

Witawss: 1 don’t say that in every caso ,
wo shall get down to the rock, but per-
haps 30 or 40 or 50 feet away from the
south of the wall, the rock outerops on
the shore.

Mr Crennell: Then ycu lave the wall
being battered own. Have you consid-
ered the practivability of adoptitg such a
scheme as is adopted in front of the Pro-
menade at Peel placing solid boukicrs in
front of the wall to protect it? You can
never have any undermining if you do
that, and you need have noe sex well on the

evatth. .

Witness: You need a wall there to hold
chie read up,

Mr Crenpedi: Yes, a small wall, but not
# sea wall, .

Witness: At Peel, the stone was close at
hand, and it was compamratively oasy to
place it in the position required.

Mr Crensell: That is so.

Witness: 1% would be vory difficalt to
wot stone for the wall here.

AMr Crennell: You szid thers was a quarry
- use 0% hand.

Witness- We were stopped from using it.

The Clerk of the Rolls: A great deal of
the Gawue proporty is supported by a re-
taining wall, and it irns stood vory well?

Witness: Yes.

My Grennell: There was v wall put up,
apparently, a few years ago, and it is
giving way now. This is a very large sum
of money for a purpose like this; I feel
very doubttul about it.

The Glerk of the Rolls: T was thinking

. about movine for the appontment of n

commitice.

Mr Crenaell: Se was T,

Mr W. Christian: The wall that was
Luiit recently stands good still ?

Witness: Yes.

My W, Christaan: Buot the portions now
in question were buis 40 or 50 years ago?

Witnaess: The walls that have given way

. are shown on. the ordnance map drawn up

bntween 1883 and 1868:
Mr Cormode: Don't you tlink we could
remedy 1the whole thing by putting in a

i enlvert? (Loud laughter.)

My W, F. Cownll: Your Excelleney, I
beg leave t0 mwve that a committee be
appointed from this Court, slong with Mr
BBlaker, the Harbour Commissioners’ en-
gineer, to go into this matter. I think
£1,500 is 1 tremendous amount of money
for the amount of work done. T know and
feel sure that this £1.500 could be spent to
advantage I have no objection to the
Highway Board, but seeing that it is an
encroachment of the sea, T feel sure that
the best thing to do is to appoint a com-
mittee, including Mr Blaker, who could
give practionl advice on the matter,

Mr T. H. Cormode: Had we not better
adjonry now? {Launghter.)

His Txcellency: Suppose we- adjourn to
2.40—that w'll give us an hour and a half?

The Court then rose.

On resuming after luneh, -
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Col. Moore said : There is no doubt about |
thie damger of this place, and as it is the”
most important thoroughfare  between
Castletown and Port St. Mary and Port |
Erin, the work of repairing will bave to
be done atonce. (Hear, kear.) As to the
question of cost, I do not understand that,
but as to the forming of a committee, 1
think it is.a complete mistake. The High-
way Dosrd can .superintend the work as
good as any commiltec that this Court
may appoint.. ‘The Board are quite sgual
to this work, which must be done. Tho
work that is to he done has not been ex-
pended upon before. The previous amounte
expended were mot on this portion of the
wail. This place has not given way beforc.
T think the Court will be doing the tight
thing if they allow the present Highway
Board to do the wurk.

Mr Carine: My remarks will be princi-
pally confined to the price, £1,500. 1 have
not quite grasped how this work is to be
superintended amd the cxtent of the work
to be done. What I do object to is the
metkod of payment with regard to this
work. 'The usunl system for the payment
of works is by borwowing the sum required,
and repayment to be made so as bo cover a
nuinher of years. The Highway Boand is
exceptionally well favoured. Omne cannoi
remember in regand to the Highway Board
that grants have been mwade by the Court
under this system.  With regard to the
system, I think that it is high time that
the Act giving power to such bodies should |
be omended. I think that the system of
the Highway Board, from their rocent com-
mittee reports, are mot at ali fair to the
other RBoards, T draw attention to one of
their reports, which reada: *‘The Board has
not nt present sufficient income for the
proper madntenamee of highroeds.”  They
have many exceptional paymenis. I sub- .
mit that the Highway Board should borrow
the money for such extraordinary expendi-
ture: and that it should be repayable in =
vertain nnmbor of vears ont of the nate.

The Vicar-General: We cannot increasc
our rate.

Mr Carine: You can borrow the money.

Mr J. Qualtrough: T don’t support this
proposal. I don't see the necessity for a
Committee. There are sometimes circum-
stances which almost enforee this Court to
adopt such attitudes. They, for instance.
when schemes are presented, nvefer th: |
matter to a Committes of the Court, who
report on the scheme. In.this scheme t
eannot be so. If we delay the matter the
breach will possibly become larger, more

damage will be done, and more money than
the present scheme asks for will he do-
munded. Tt only reguires an inshore wind
and a high tide, and 1 fear that the rond
will ernmble awav, This matter has beea
rushed upon the Board, ne doubt, and
perhaps they lve not had full timo to
consider how far they should repair this
rond. That is a matter which will come up
in deta’l ns time goos on, and providing
that the road is not n the immediate
danger of being swept away. There are, of
course, coast erosions going oen in various
places, and the Highway Board deem it
necessary that the whole matter should be
gone into, so as to prevent further damage.
There are only two proposals, and that is
not referring the guestion to 3 Committee
of this Court, but that we repair this roan
or purchase land inland and make a new
road. T am satisfied that this will not be
the cheapest. You will have to pnrchase
farm buildings. good arable land, and st'll
fartify the corst apainst the encroaching
of the sea, Besides, it would cost consider-
ably more to fill in this new road than to
repair the old road. 1 think some member
of the Conrt asked Mr Kay if the work
could not be done by tender or contract. 1
have some little knowledge about this kind
of work. T nm satisfed that t1 ¢ Highway
Board is the proper body to do this work.
I know the overseer of Rushen. T zm
satisfied that, along with the supcrvision
of the Surveyor-General (Mr Kay), ihe
work could be more cheaply done than hy
lender. Then, your Excellency, the work
that hias already been done is nat the work
that is now damnged.  Perhaps some of
the members will rememher that the money
spent many years ago was spent on the
exst end of the rond—that is to the east of
the Strandhall Farm. It was then con
sidered to be a tromendons gmount.,  The
work was done by the Highway Board, and
is new, that work is a permanent work, an
everlasting work. I am sure it 35 a credit

¢ to the men and to the Rushen Overscer,

who made it. Tt ig in the west that the
present breach has been formed. The
erosion has been going on there winter after
winter unt’l the road itcelf has given way.
I hope the Cowrt will take the wise step.
1 am satisfied that the onlv proposal that .
Committee can consider is—whether it is
worth saving the old road. or making a uew
rond. To spend this £1,500 on the present
rond is by far the cheapest and the best
The road is there, it is well formed, and
conted with good metal. If you went to
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make the new road, it would nearly cost
that amount to purchase the ground fo:
the new road.

The Vicar-General: Oht mueh more than
that. ’

My J. Qualtrough : At oy rate it wenll
be futile to refer the natter (o n Comnmit-
tee. T am not against a Committee, but I
am argwing the point which is the best
course to take, 1 have not gone into the
matter, hut T am sat'sfied that {he repair-
ing of the gea wall is the besl way., (Hear.
hear.) The work will not be in unwise
hands. Tt will be controlled by the Sur
vevor-General of 1the Beard. T want o
point out that it is a question of saving
time, for further damage may he done at
any momené. It will be w'se ta rommence
at once, and T hope the Caurt will decide
to do so at onee.

M Radeliffe: T kave Vsfened i the
remarks of the hon. mewber for North
Donglas and the han. memher for Nushen.
They are both practical men. and hiave an
understanding of this kind of warle. T
don’t think therc is a roadways nore used
in the summer time by onr visitors than
this roadwny. We are asked would it uot
be better to build a new 1.ua? We would

pay more to purchase the gronnd, without

speaking of the roadway at all, than 't
would cost to patch up the present road
and make it efficient and in order. 1t is,
af conrse, advisable that the work should
be done at once. Anothor storm, and pos-
sibly the whole road will he gone, and then,
instead of £1,500, it would cost three times
that amount. The money at this time will
be well spent. At the present time many
nten are out of work. especially wen
engaged in this particular line of tiade.
Quite a number of masons ure out of work
who have families to provide for. I think
we could not do bettor, in & matter of this
sort, than grant the moner asked for.. To
appoint 2 Committee wanld be delaying th

matter, and that Committee would have 1.

report. We want to strike while the iron -

is hot. (Laughter.) The Highway Roar
will make a good job of it.

Mr Quine: T tnke it that it is important
that this road should be there. It is one
of the main routes to the south. Thare are
ouly two main roxds. and the traps, ear-
riages, ete., invariably po without excep-
tion by way of Balltheg, Colby, to Port
8t. Mary and Port Erin, and return by the
road spoken of to Castletown. If they hai
to return by the Ballabeg road it would

add several miles to their journey. “There-

fore, the rond ‘s necessary. The questiou,
1 to my mind, is whether we can get to the
| rock to make this a lasting job, T know
this place perfectly. There is no shore,
amd the son is encroaching, Tt is certain
that something will have to be dono. The
quantity of gravel that is being taken off
the beach may have something to do with
that. In former years the Chstletown
shore, the Port 8t. Mary shore, and the
Port Erin shore were open to carting, and,
as a conseguence, the gquantity taken off
this beach wos comparatively small. But
now that the beaches that T have named
are protected, there has ken an invasion
of earts. There is a great quantity of sand
being moved, and T don’t th'nk it is taken
from 50 feot outside the high water mark.
The gravel is being taken avar.  One knows
that thie road or sea wall is protected Dby
aravel and snud.  From time to ime T have
noticed carts on the beach, and if they were
autside the 50 yards stipnlated. they were
running very close to it. T don’t think
thoy were 80 yards ont.

The Vicar-General: 1s there not an in-
juaiction P -

My Quine: T think there is an injunction
that nothing shall he taken inside the 30
yards high watermark, and I believe it has
been broken all the tuhe. T think this is
one of the chicf causes. The same thing
applies to the shore at Derbyhaven.

Col. Moare: They don’t get much from
Derbyhaven now.

Mr Quine: It nsed to be so. I don't see
any objection to a Committee being
appointed. They could consider the alter-
nate schemes. At any rate, if this road is
repaired, T am compelled to say that T do
not think that it will be the last expendi-
ture.  There has been considerahle en- -
croaching at the Lime Kilns even within
my memory. Tt is to the west of Strand-
hall that the encroaching has bheen lately
As to the borrowing of the money, T think
it is a good idea. T have eaid beforve thut
it is absolutely necessary that we shounld
keap our main roads in thorough repair:
but if there is not enough money to meet
the expenditure, T do not think that the
by-roads should be neglected. The main
roads are wuch better than ther nsed to be
—all credit to the Beard. In the past,
during frosty weather, it was not wnusual
for a cart to break a hole in the road, If
we want independent roads we must. repair.
them. Wa cannot let them fall away.
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M- Cremnell: It is 2 very important
matte: to rush into. 1t may be adequate,
ar b may be inadeguate. It may prove
satiz{actory. or 1t may prove unsatisfactory.
The first thing Lhat strikes we is that the
sen is the primary question. Tt is a ques-
tion of preservalion from the sen, which is
inuelt more a Havbour Board guestion, aud
1 think there s mo reflection on  the
Surveyor-Genernl or the Highway Bouard,
in the saggestion that a cominlttee, alang
with Mr Blaker, go into the matter. It is
not o question of delay. o is a question al
which is the best to do. T support the
atrendment moved by the hen. member fo:
Middle, that ile matter be referred to a
committee. It is of great importance tiat
this  wall should be adequately and
permanenily protected from further ravage,
We can sauction femporary repairs—sand-
bags, for inslance, which would present
further damage for the time being, until
the work is properly done,

The Clerk of the Raolls: I am not against
the committec. I would like to point out
that it is not u question of labour. If any
question arises it is, how is the labour o
be paid? I should like to ask your Excel-
leney will o Accumulated Funds stand
‘this? We have to consider the question,
is it advisable to spend the money unless
it is really mecessary? I am quite sure
that your Excelleney cannot tell us that
we have sufficient in our Accumulated
Fnund. We do not veally know our posi-
tion. We have had a bad summer. The
amount of the claims upon this fund is
excecdingly large. Of course, no grant
can be made out of the Accumulated Fund
without the consent of Tynwald. The
fund must be low, and I think the time is
not far distant when we shall have to
consider the question of increased taxa-
tion. After ihis war, money w'll be dear
for & time, g0 that we had better consider
eavefully the matter of going into any
unnecessary expenditure. T am perfectly
satisfied that we could solve this guestion
in some way s0 as to protect this roadway
from further breaching. The main ques
tion is one of principle. I think that the
Highway Board should try to raise the
money themselves. T don’t think this i
a time to spend money unnecessatily. 1
shall not vote for the rcferring of the
matter to a committee, as I am satisfied
that temporary work is nccessary. The
question of a new road is a matter which
wants seeing into. I am convineed that

1

it would be cheaper tn» protect tlie present
road. What 1 do fect sure about is that
we have no: got £1,500 to spare at this
particular moment, and 1 am quite certain
that none of us can tell what the next
twelve months will bring. If it is a bad
season we shall have mnothing in the
Reserve Yund to mect more urgent
denunds.  (Heas, hear). .

Mr Cormode: We had a somewhat
similar question before us a few years ago,
when Hango Hill was in danger of being
undermmined. It was recognised then that
if Hango Hill went the highroad would go
next, and that was a maiter which con-
cerncd the Highway Board. But an
arrangement was made that ithe Earbour
Engineer should take the matter in hand,
and the work was ecarried out by Mr
Blaker very salisfactorily. 1 would like
to emphasise the point made by the lhon.
ntenber for Middle, ihat the advice of Mr
Blaker wauld be valuable, that the taking
of it would not bhe any reflection on My
Kay, and that adviee should be songht in
this matter. As several wmembers of the
Court have pointed out, this is more o
muntter for a harbour enzincer than for a
sirveyor. 1 sympathise very largely with
the remarks of the Clerk of the Rolls, but
he has not proposed a way out.

The Clerk of the Rolls: T suggested 1
would support temporary repairs.

Mr Cormode: Tliere is mo proposal
that sort before the House.

The Clerk of the Rolls: It will be luter
on, if the report of the Commitiee is lost.

Mr Cormode; We might refer it back
to the Highway Board. I am not binding
myself to go for a committce under the
circunstances. I am not satisfied they
could get any advice which the Highway
Board could not geb. They have not had
time apparcntly to gel advice; they have
come {o us in a rough and ready way.
They asked, in the first instance, for
£1,000; then they sprang, up to £1,500.
I think there is a great deal in what the
hon. member for Ramsey has said, that
we might take some temporary measures,
and afterwards go into it more thorough-
ly. I would like to kuow if—at all events,
till the war is over—we could not do some-
thing with half the amount. We shall
have to do something ; we cannot allow the
road to be swept away, and it is a waste
of time talking about making a new road.

Mr W. Christian: Some members have

of
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said 1t is more a matter for the Harbour
Commissioners than for the Highway
Board.  As far as I am concerned, as o
mwember of the Highway Board, i the
Harboi.. Jdoard choose {o do the waork,
they are woleonr to do it, and to find the
money out of the revenme. Bub this s
really not a question of the maintenancs
of the roads of the Isle of Man at all. It
iz a case where the sea is breaking in,
and washing away the lands outside the
road. Some members seem to think that
there has been a wall here befoie. In one
part, where the damage has taken place,
there has never heen a wall, and in some
plames there is a tewmporary wall, not
sufficient to maintain the road {from the
force of the sea. The part we did some
years ago 15 standing well, and what we
want to do now i5 to raise money so that
this road com be put in a safe coudition,
and so that there can be na Further sea
coming in and doing damage. It is sup-
poscd by a lot of people that the length-
ening of the breakwater has altered the
current, as in Peel, that the gravel and
sand are shifted from oue part to anather.
Whether that is so, 1 eannat say. There
are others who have better knowledge
than I have. We may appoint a commitiee;
but if we have one or two storms in the
meantime, the cost of doing the work may
be two or three times as much as it is now.
Supposing the readway is dug inte, and
we have to farm a piece of road as well
as protect the hedge, the cost will he
greatly inercased. Mr Kay said the tem-
porary work had heen o partial failure,
and if we do the same thing again we
shall throw the money away. Let us do
samething which will be permanent, and
which will stand the storm.  We  should
not throw away £50 or £60 this year, and
the same next year. I have scen that
kind of thing done with old houses—
making tempovary repairs—when it wonld
have heen far cheaper to have pulied th-
whele thing down.

Mr R. Clucas: I do not think this Court
should hesitate for a moment in granting
this thousand pounds to carry out this
work, which 15 an ahsolute necessity.

Consideriug the damage that is already

done, if the matier s hung up, a great
deal more damage will undoubtedly he
done, and 1 think it is the duty of this
Court to grant the money lo do the work.
There is another point abomt it.  This
monoy will ba found exceedingly useful

f'

to working men in this Island. I presume
it will provide work for a good many men
for a long time, and for that reason
alone the Court should grant this appliea-
tion to-day. 1 support the motion all 1
know.

Mr Sonthward: Complaint has been
made by various members of the Court
that this matter has been rushed. As a
member of the Highway Board, I may say
that it hag been rushed upon the Board,
because this damage has recently taken
Place, al the spot indicated on the plan
by the Surveyor-General. It is neeessary
at once to deal with the matber, in order
to prevent further damage at the yresent
time or during the storms which are cer-
tain to occur hefore the wintler is passed.
Objcetion las been taken on the ground
that it is not the province of this Court
to provide work for working men, but if,
by dealing with damage of this sort, ths
Highway Board or any other DBoard can
provide work for the working men. I
think it would be a spiendid idea. (Hear,
hear). 1 think it was the hon. member
for Rushen, Mr Quine, who has pointed
out  that in years to come it
will be possible for the Highway Board
to maintain the highways at less cost than
they have recently had to expend wupon
them. T do not think so, hecanse, in the
first instance, labour is mnch more expen-
sive now than it was a few vears ngo, and,
besides that, the traffic on the main roads
is much heavier than it was in  former
rears; consequently the suifnce of the road
is cut wp and damaged, and costs more to
maintaine than it did a few vyears ago.
There 15 1o question that in this case there
is damaze, and the question seems to he
whether we should expend wpon repairs
£750, or £1,000. or £1,500. It has heen
pointed out by the Surveror-General that,
by spending a leszer sum than £3500, we

* should simply be denaling with the question

far the time heing, and i {the futnes it
would he neerssars to spend s larger sum

. than that, in order to protect the coust at

that point. Now, as has been pointed ont.
the Highway Board have no money to ex-
pend upon such works, and T believe that
some years agd grants were made from
Tnsulay funds to some similar things, T
do not see why members of the Court
should hesitate for one moment in voting
£1.500 in order to dcal with this matter
cffectively. T appenl to the Comrt to vot.
this grant unanimously.

Sea Wall at Port 8t. Mary.
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Capt. Moughtin: 1 am not altogether
able t0 understand why the Highway
Board, ' an emergency of chis sort, did
not sped -he money and tell she Court
they bad done it, (Launghter). That is what
the Harbour Board did the other day; they
first spend the meney, and then tell us they
did it.

The Recciver-General: We have not done
it; the work remains to be done.

Capt. Moughtin: That is not the fact.
They have men over there. I heard the
Receiver-Geneial talking ubout the work.

The Receiver-General: That is paid for
out of funds that we had.

Capt. Moughtin : In the one case the vote
is passed without a dissentient voice, and
in the other cuse we spend an hour arguing
whether we should fight the sea or let the
sea take the road. Yes, surcly the connec-
tion with 8t, Patrick’s Lsland is not so im-
portant as communication with Porv St.
Mary and Port Erin. Another gale of
wind may get half-way across that road,
and yet we are told that a commitiee is to
survey it. Can you give us a guarantee
that it won’t be swept away by pales in the
meantime P

The Clerk of the Rolls: When
damage caused P

Capt. Moughtin: We have not been told
that, but so long as people are allowed to
remove shingle off the foreshore so long
shall we have plency ol trouble of this sott.
The beach does not grow therc. The sen
does not send the shingle in; it tukes it
away in the form ol sand. The bubtom of
the ocean is sand and silt, not shingie, and
the only stones that come in from the sta
arce stones that may be floated up by sea
weed The beach will get worse as time
goes on, and the gqnestion is, will you deal
with the small damage already done, or will
you fet the road gor T support the Clerk
of the Rolls in his suggesiion to get temr
porary repuirs made, and husbund our re
sources o little tu sce how we stand. T know
that when we come here by-and-bye with

was the

proposals of taxation, iz will be very hard to -

convince the Court that taxation is
sary. {(Hear, hear, and laughter)

The Clerk of the Rolls: It ali depends an
whom you tax.

IeCces-

Capt. Moughtin: 1t will be like sending’

people to the [romt; you always want io
send the ather fellow.

The Clerk of the Rells: You ecan always
iax n minority.

Capt. Moughtin: If anything can be
spent upon that road to keep it until we sec
daylight, 1 shall support doing what is
necessary. L think a gieat deal more has
been made of the labour question than there
is any need for. We have had missionaries
over here from across the wuter looking for
workmen and they cannoi get them. Any
man can earn 1Us a day at the Liverpool
docks at the present time. (*“Question!’’)
The complaint there is that men will only
work about four days a week. Insbead of
the Isle of Man being overwhelmed with
unused labour, we c¢an hardly get the
necessary work «one around the docks at
Deuglas. There is a far greater danger ot
a shortage of labour thar of anything elsc.
The Town Council tried the other day to
make ont a case of unewmployment, and all
the unemployed they counld tind to register
was 15, and ib strikes me that the half of
those were unemployable. (Laughter).
That unewployment does nob exist, and we
don’t want 40 take all the labour out of
Douglas; the south-side people can take
that job on all on their own, and leave the
labour with us that we require.

Mr Curphey : Ii you do appoint a com-
mittee, is it because you have not confidence
in the Highway Board, or because there are
some memtbers of this Courc who think
themselves of s0 much importunce that they
must be on every committee? (Laughter.)

Mr Cowell: 1 will give an explanation of
that. My reasoun is simply because the
Highway Boord hus never yet viewed the
damage done.

Mr Curphey: 1 am going to support the
Highway Board, and 1 do not sec the sense
of appointing a committee, because they
have the thing already in hand.

My Crenneli: We propose to 1efer it back
to them; That means to iske {urther
advice.

Mr Curphey: Surely we don’y need to do
that, We have the information in hand.
We huve gone into it as far as we can. We
only got notice last Wednesday.

Mr Crenneli: 1 want you to go moie into
it.

Mr Curphey: L am not sure that i shall
not support the Clerk of the Rells’ sugyges-
tion that it be £700. (Laughter). |
shoutd like to ger ont of spending £1,500 if
we can. [ think the Highway Bousrd are
the peopie to do the work, amd if they are
not o be tinsted, let us vote them ont and
put others in.

The Vicar-General: Tn reply to the ob-
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pervations which have fallen from hon.
members, of course, we very much regret
having rather rushed this matter on the
Court The report as e the damage only
reached us on Wednesday last-—that is at
tha last inceting of the Board, after this
date had been fixed by lis Excellency for
the Tyawald Court. Of cowse, it was mam-
fest to the Board that this work would have
-to be taken in hand. Nothing turns on us
rushing down there to look at 1it. We huve
stopped to leck at the wall there dozens of
times, and the description given us made the
matter as clear as if we had gaped af the
hole for an hour. We have seen similar
holes again and again, and it requires no
great effort of the imagination to project
our minds down there and realise the
damage reported to us. Any experience of
tho work of the Board will show how utterly
fatuous it would be for the Board to rush
down in every case and look ai what is
deseribed.  The Board have experience, and
can realise from the rcport what has oc-
curred, and what will necessarily be re-
quired to remedy it. At the same time, I
do regret that we should first record an cs-
timate of £1,000, and, at the last moment,
ask for £1,500. But, 1eally, the point was
this, Mr Kay, from what was reported by
the local surveyor, and his experience of the
locality, was asked to give a rough estimate
there and then of what it would ocost.
Afterwards, on a careful examination, Mr
Kay found that if it was done well and econ-
vmically, and to give a good job, then
£1.500 is the sum it would be desirable to
spend, With regard to other matters which
have arisen, 1 could not help being im-
pressed and sympathising with the beneveo-
lent wish expressed by the hon. member for
North Douglag, Mr Carine. 1 entirely
agree with him that the time has come to
consider as t0 whether it is not desirable
to allow the Highway Board to estimate
its expenditure and levy itg rate t0 meet
that expenditure. But it has not been done
up to now; and I have no reason to hope
that such a state of affairs will come into
force in the near future. At all events, we
have to deal with facts. as they are, and
not as they might be, or as they ought ta be.
The facts as they are, put us exactly in a
line with the Harbour Board. There is not
the slightest distinction to be drawn be-
tween the position of the Harbour Board
and the position of the Highway Board.
What the Clerk of the Rolls meant in that
contection I cannot conjecture. He said
that he was quite prepared when the Har-
hour Board came for grants for the public

service to deal with them, Why is the

" Harbour Board te be treated differently

to the Highway Board? The highways of
the Island are of as gieat or greater im-

- portance than the harbours of the Island.

I would never yield to the argument that
the highways should have to take second
place, and 1 see no sense in it, They are
hoch of vital importance to the Island.
Tho work dene by both Boards is work done
in public service sn far as I can see, and 1
fail to see that there is any distinction to he
drawn between them, Nor is there any
distinction as far as the revenues
of the two Boords . are concerned.
They are bhoth inelastic. - So long as the

Higlhway Board is restricted to levying «

rate of 8d in the £, ils revenue is inolastie,
and the Board must from time to time,
wihen extracrdinary demamds are made
upon it, resort to the public revenue of the
Istand, exacbly as the Harbour Board has
wlways done.  But the Court hus been so
aceustonred to the Harbour Boand coming
as a matter of right and demsnding moneys
from {he publie revenuy that tb has eome
to . look npun it as a matter of course;
whereas tihre Highwsy Board—which has al-
ways becn a magnificently managed Board
—not Imwigg fallon into the labit of com-
ing to bag of this Court, is looked upon as
an intrudor and interloper, when it comes
in dire necessity for a small loann, No con-
ceivable reason ean be adduced why the
Highway Board showld not come and ask
for money from this Courd, as the Harbour
Boar has constantly done. The Highway
Board hos as much right—Ff any right at
all exists—to come to this Court for funds
as the Harbour Board has. It has been
sugaested Dby the honourable member
for Ramsey taat this is largely a
sen. work, and that ne would like the
opinian of a sea engineer on the matter.
The Highway Board, T included, have the
completest confidence in Mr Kay, but we
know that Mr Kay is not unduly or
foolishly sensitive, and now I openly offer,
on behalf of the Board, not to do any work
at all in the direction of expending any
money the Court grant ws. without Mr
Blaker consulting with Mr Kay, and their
both agrecing with what is to be done.. 1
feel sure the Harbour Board will not place
any obstacle in the way of Mr Blaker ad-
vising us in this way. 1 cannot see what
conceivable ohject there is in sppeinting a
Committes. except to cause delay. Since
the report has heen made to ns, we have
given nll the consideration that can ucefully
be given to the subject. Tt is not a ques-
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tion of an alternative scheme. Tt 18 per-
fectly clear the work must be put in hand-
otherwise a most digastrous state of affairs
will occur in the future. No evidence
conid alter that view; therefore, T see no
util’ty in the Commiltee, With regard to
the suggestion that we should be given a
more restricted sum, I eannot sec any use
in that either. I think the Court will be
sufficiently guarded by the offer I wake,
that no money is to he spent unless Mr
Blaker and Mr Kay consider it necessary.
I move the resolut'on, and 1 shall vote
against the amendment.

The Goveror: Perhaps I might say one
word hefore this is put to the vote. 1 think
the Viear-General, in a very clear « peech,
has made the points clear to us, but T might
say one word with regard to finunen, The
Clork of the Ralls has asked me o say
when this war is going to be over, and Low
mauch it is moing to cost us. An old saying
is, you ought never to prophesy unless vou
know. I do not know; therefore I won't
prophesy. The Clerk of the Rolls also sug-
gests that the money onght o be borrowed.
With regard te that, I would only point
out what we all know—that the Higlhhway
Board practically spends up to its last
penny, and even the £60 a year or more
that it would have to pay for the nsc of
borrowed money would be a very consider
able drain upon its resources. Whea you
spend a hundred per cent. of ‘vour income
a very small ndditional expeuditure puts
you an the wrong side. Now, we have
£1,500 in the Accumulated Fund. T am
not prepared ut this moment to give an
exact account to the Court as to how that
fund stands. bnt we have a considerable
sum of money there. If we are going to
be vuined at the end of the war, lock, stock,
and barrel, a matter of £1,500 will mnot
make muech difference to vs one way or the
other. (Laughter) That is how I look at
it at the moment. The guestion here con-
cerns one of the most important roads in
the Island. Are we going to allow it to go;
or are wc not?

The Clerk of the Rolls: 1 move that
£800 be granted, instead of the £1.500
asked for. The money is not going to be
spent for some months, and if the Board
find that it is not sufficient, they can
apply to the Court for funds to finish the
work. I do not wish for one moment to
hinder the work of the Highway Board,
but ¥ do wish that every economy showmd
bo used with our revenue at the present
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( crisis. What sort of a revenue will we
" have next year if there is no season? The
volunteers arc costing ns  £30,000 o~
£40,000, and we have vozed, very properly.
I £10,000 for war purposes, and if we have
any morc nnoney to spend we ought to
spend it on sirictly war purposes.  We
have no right, in order to provide work
for peopie, to spend monev that is not
necessary. I am surprised at the atti-
tude of the Vicar-General, who thinks
that they are entitled to money from the
Accumulated Fund. They are in exactly
the same position as a loeal authority.

The Viear-General: Cur funds are un-
clastic, and a  local authority  has
mlimited powers of rating,

The Clerk of the Rolis: Yonrs would be
if the Court would give you power to lovy
a rate, I have refrained from criticising
the work of the Highway Board, but
money has heen spent here and there
which necd not have heen spent, hut they
are in the same position as a local
authority ; they must levy a rate or not
spend the money. Because their rate ‘s
linited, they scem to think that they can
come to this Court- and get what money
they want. Suppose a local authority did
the same thing. I do not think that the
Highway Board is in any bebter position
than a local anthority. Let us be fair all
rouird to thie towns as well as the country.
The  Harbour Commissioners are in an
entircly. different position. They have nn
revienue except the harbgur dues, and
except what is voted from the revenue
for harbour puiposes.  1If the Viear-General
is satisfied with £800, it will net prevent
them applving again if more is required.

Col. Moore: I beg to second the amend-
ment,

The Viear-General: Let me say that §
will he guite satisfied with £800 to carry
ont the absolutely necessary work at once,
on condition that if Mr Blaker and the
Surveyor-General find that it is necessary
to spend the wlhole sum, then we will not
be precluded from applying to the Court,

The Clerk of the Rolls: Nothing can
{ preclude you.

The Viear-General: If it is found that
the moncy is wanted, it is understood
our case is not prejudiced by accepting
this money. :

Mi Joseph Quaitwough: T cannot under-
stand why the Clork of the Rolls wishes to
curtail this work in lis way. He talks
-about cutting. your suit according to your
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cloth, but it is rather late to do that when
there have been so0 many votes passed by
this Court which could have been reduced
more than the cne hefore the Court

Yhe Clerk of the Rolis: I understand
the Chairman of the Highway Board ac-
cepts the amendment, so that it is no use
diseussing it further.

My Crennell: I hope that the work will
not be pateh-work

The Recciver-General: The work will be
done thoronghly as far as the £800 will go.
There will be no patch-work,

Mr Radcliffe : The hon, member for Ram-
sy asks, will the work be thoroughly done?
Have the Highway Board in the past been
in the hebit of skimping their work?

My Goarside: Do I understand that you
wi'l spend the £1.500, and then come to
the Court to vote vou the tuoney?

My Cormode: On'y the £800 will be spont.
Tt iz purfectly elear. ]

A[r Garside: T understood that it is one

coreplete worle,  Are you going to spend
the £800 on the work that is absolutely
megrssary 10w, and then come to the Court
for e remainder of the mouey? You are
not moing to come after the work is com-
plobe ? N
" The Viear-General  Any work that is
done will he done thoroughly, but only up
ta the £800.
" The amendwment that £800 be voted was
carried, nfter o diviston. Messts Ambrose
Qualtroush and Joseph Qnzaltroush only
voting agaipst.

 AUDITORS’ SURCHARGES.

The Speaker moved :—

That the snms, as under, disallowed hy the
anditors 1 the accounts of the Asviums Hnard
and the Board of Goardiana of the Poor
specifird he herchy allowed :—

Asvlams Boawd, Lmnatie Asyinm Account.—
9g. haalk intorest. heing 53 21 for the vear
endad 313t March, 1913, and 3z 101 for the year
sntle, “i4t Mareh, 1914,

Asylums Board, Poor Rate Account.-—da 8d.
hank interast. being 39 Al for the year ended
3ist March. 1913, and ta 3d for the vear ended
3ist Maraih. 1914,

Asvinms Board, Ho ne for the Poor Account.
—£15 15 4d. bank inteeast. being £4 17s 74 for
the veav ended 3ist Aareh, 1913 and £10 3= 9d
for the vear ended 21st March, 1914

Asvinms Board, Lunatis Aeyvlnm Account.—
£18 M 11d, heing £3 74 %1 {cr the vear evded
3igt, March, 193 and £10 T& 9d for the year
vntled 3iet March, 193, payments 1o the Dol
=lus Board of Suardians for oxpenges of re.
moval without order »f Court of pereons
having no ecttlement on the Island

Ionglas Board of Gnarliate.—£1 13s 3k, bank
interest for the year ended 4iet March, 1913

Eonan Board of Buardians—-£8 128 &d. hank

Auditors

interest, being £5 0s 3d for the year ended 3lat
March, 1313, aml &3 185 d for the year ended
315t Mareh, 1914,

Patrick Boar!d of taavdans.~£2 174 Bl banle
intereat, being £1 7+ 2d for the year ended 31st
March, i%13, and £1 1.4 64 for the vesr ended
sl Marvch, 134
. Rushen Beard of Guardians.—&£5 6o 6d, bank
interest. being £4 119 6d for the year ended

st March, 19:3, aud 159 for the year ended
ilet March, 1914

Braddan Board of @uardians—#£3 153 104,
bank interest, being £3 78 %l for the year
ended 3ist March, 1913, and 8s 7d for the year
ended 3(st March. 1914 . .

. Malew Beard of Guardians.—£1 183 {d. bank
interest, heing 118 7d for the year ended 3ist
Marel, 1913, and £1 65 6d tor the vear ended
izt March, 1914 .
_Jurby Beard of Guardipns.—£1 138 8d, hank
interest, Tor the vear ended 31st March, 1914,

Tie Speaker added: With regard to the
Lunatic Asylum account, there was at the
end of the yenr a credit balance of
Dank © interest of £22 13s, but for
iwo-or three days the acconnt happened to
be overdrawy, and two sums of Hs 2d anl
3s 10d were clarped as interest. I# speaks
well for the exactitnde of the aundit that, to

find this out, they had to strike daily bai-

aunces for the whaole of the year, sa that they
had a great deal of troubls for very little
vesult.  With regard to the Poor Rate the
same thing occurred. On that acdount the
Board received hank interest amounting to
£4 25 9d, and had a cash balaties of €4 12,
but every littld detail was examined with
micrascepical care, und the auditors found

interest -charged for two  of three
dayi “As to the Home for the Poor,
we have there no working eapital,

and some of {hé Boards of Gmardians

Imppan. not to have paid the money
wher it was due, and there happeied
to he n small overdraft. The next

18 £15 1ds 11d, payments made to the Dou-
glas Board of Guardians for expenses of
removal, without order of the Court, of
persons having no settlement in the Tsland.
In the Toor Relief Act, 1900, it is provided
that persons ean be removed from the Island
whose settloments are not in the Island,
ander an order made y the Court. Thore
are a great number of cnses of settlement,
and it has been the practice to send the
people to thec Home for the Poor till the
matter is inguired into by the Conrt. By
arrangenient with the Board of Guardians.
1t was decided that a number of these
people, with their own consent, could he

¢ sent off the Island .direct, without any

Court order. It may interest the Court to
know that in the twe years 145 persons
were 8o removed. - Under this system, the

' Surcharpes,
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cost of the removals is 25 7d each person,
against £1 13s 3d each which it cost to
remove 31 persons by order of the Court.
It was 9s 7d against £1 13s 3d in our favour;
but the auditors think that owr cowse is
against the Act, but the Board felt justified
in taking the economical course.

. The Vicar-General: It is not opposed to
thoe Act, but there is no anthority for it.

The Speaker: Yes. In the cases of the
Guardians of Douglas, Tonan, Patrick,
Rushen, Braddan, Malew, and Jurby, they
all had small overdeafts, for which bank
interest was charged; but I think in only
one case, that of Jurby, was there an adverse
balance ot the ond of the year. The Court
will remember that Inst May the qguestion
of these surcharges was referred 1o 2 Com-
mittee of the Loecal Government Toard.
That Commitbec have reported to-day, and
reecommend that these amounts be allowed.
1 beg to move that they be allowed.

Mr J. R. Kerruish: I beg to second that

Mr J. Qualtrough: The present system of
money raised by rate being paid into the
hands of the Asylum Board is a very cum-
bersome means of doing the work.  Each
rate collector sends the sums he collects to
the Asylum Board, and he is quitc out of
control of the Boards. and very mmch
depends ou the alertness of the collector as
to whether the Board gets the momney in
time. If the rate collector was under the
control of the Board, they could jog him,
and get the money in soouer. T hope that
some day the law will be altered, and each
rate collector placed under the control of
the local Boards. By that mecans, when
the Boards find that the rate is not coming
in, they may require him to get it in. [f
the collector is dilatory, the Board is short
of fimds. I can give a casc in point. T
have been @ member of the Board of Gunr-
dians of Castletown for a goed many years.
The rate colléctor we have there is the
most regular on the Island, so that we are
never short of money. I hope that the
time will come when the rate collectors will
be placed under the control of the Boards.

The Speaker: T don’t agree with that. T
think that the Asylum Board can bring
more pressure to bear than if the rate col-
lectors were the servants of the Guardians.
We all know what these local Boards are.
The work is done very well by the collectors.
Tt is also cheaper under the present system.

« The motion was carried.

EXTERMINATION OF RATS.
Col. Moore moved :—

That the Treasurer of the Isle of Man be
alrthorized to aptly, from the general revenue
of the lele »f Man, 4 eum noi excceding £106,
tu gnable the Loenl Government Board to inke
such. steps a8 they -nay deam advisablie for the
stermwation ¢f rats. X

He said: I have heard some icmarks
made here to.day, to raise a smile, which
the rats would have been very pleased to
hear if they could have understood. Tt is,
however, a matter of some importance, be-
cawce if we get plague, it will he quite as
bad for the Isle of Mam as the war, if not
worse. This question of the extermination
of rats has been pone into in several districts
of England with complete success. I need
not make a long speech, but would instance
what took place in Suffolk, and if it pleases
the Court to vote this money to-day, we
could carry the samne thing out here. Thern
‘s no c(loubt that, apart from the question
of disease, the rats do a considerable antount
of damage. T know of a case of a large
stable where disense broke out among the
horses, and some of the rats were caught
with the same discase, and the veterinary-
surgeont was of the opinion that there was a
distinet connection between them. 1 would
like to remind the Cowit of what Dr.
Marshall snid when this matter was before
us. The hon, members said it is not the
rats, but the company they keep that we are
afraid of. These are not pleasant things to
talk about but we are reminded of the old
rhyme:—

Big fleas have little fleas
Upon their back to bite 'em;
And little fleas have lesser fleas,
And so on infinjtem. .
1t is these lesser fleas, these horrible
microbes of plaguc that we are afraid of.
It is these little fleas that do the damage.
I know that when I was in Capetown it was
alleged that it was the rats that spread the
plague. T was talking to a member of the
Local Government Board the other day,
and the question arose as to how best to ex-
terminate them. I know of a person who
brought over a rat-catcher from England,
and got the rats cleared ont of her place,
but it is little use doing that, as other rats
can come in from outside. Tt can be done,
and I have the name of a2 firm who are
willing to send an expert to the Island, who
will place their services at the call of the
Board, and if they are given two or three
inen they will superintend the work. I
move the motion that stands in my mame.
I believe that the Local Government Board
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are the proper people to take charge of the
work, and, if the work iz done, it will result
in great benefit to our Island. )

Capt. Moughtin: I bep to second the
motion. I was just thinking while the hon.
member was speaking, why not turn some
of these German prisoners into the rat-
catehing business. The work might deo
some of them good. T &hink, personally,
that if we could extcrminate the rats for
the nominal sum of money asked for that
purpose, it would be a very good thing for
the Island. We know the amount of
damage ther do, and 1 should think that
the proposal would appeal very strongly to
the farming community. We know that
it is the practice when they are thrashing
to gather all the dogs in the neighbourhood
to get the rats when they pull the stacks
down, and we know the damage that the
rats must do. From a health, and from a
financial standpoint, it would be a good
thing,

Mr Walton: I support the motion. Fou
my parb, I believe that it is quite possible
to exterminate the rats. In my own place
they became go bold that they would waik
{nto the room 2t meal times nnd sit and look
at us. T speat a lot of money on phosphate
paste, but it was of no use, but I got some
virus, and there has not heen a rat in the
place for six or seven months. Speaking
about the Germans in the Camp. I have
heen ithere many tinres on semtry go, and I
have spent the time watcling the rats.
(Laughter). On one side of the bottom
end of the top camp, in one night, I
counted 50 or 60 rats going up and down
the drain theie. T don’t say they were all
different rats, the same one might have
passed two or three times. 1 believe that
they do bring diseases along, and, at any
rate, this will be something for the Local
Government Board to do as an experiment,

Mr Crennell: The hoi. member appeals
to us to exterminate the rats, and if it could
be done for £100, or for £200, or £300, it
would be a fine thing for the Island, but
the Local Government Board have not the
smallest idea of how to go about it, 1
think that your Excellency should let us
know what sum will be required for the
work. The Local Government Board have
mot asked for this, and they have not the
feast idea how to do it. I cannot support
+the motion till the Local Government Board
report to the Court that they have con-
sidered the matter, and have some scheme.
Till that is done, I feel compelied to vote
against it,

The Vicar-General: I have no doubt
whatever that there is a grent prevalence
or pals in the Isle of Man, but, at the same
time, the member for Gatff knows that his
instructions as a memnber of the Toyal Manx
Association, when he is on sentry-go at the
Camp, aretolook to his front, and it was a
great dereliction of duty for him to have
kept looking behind at the rats, Speaking
as a momber of the Local Government
Board, I may say that not a member of $hat
DBoard has the faintest idea of how to deal
with the rats. It is no part of their statu-
ary obligations to cxterminate rats, and
they are not disposed to take that obliga-
tion  unless the Legislature, by an enact-
ment, places the dnty on their shoulders.
That being so, I don’t see what good abject
can be served i1 passing this motion.

Mr J. Qualtrough: The country members
are very anxious to get away by the haif-
past four {rain, and the agenda being nearly
finished, I #rust the rats won’t hinder us.
(Laughter).

Mr Quine made some remarks which
could not be heard in the Press pallery.

The Governor: If anybody can really sug-
gest a way of extermination which would
largely reduce the rat population of this
Istand, L shpuld think it wounld be a great
benefit, because, of all foul brutes, 1
think rats wre the worst. If anybody could
make a suppestion as to what actually
should be done, I should be very much in
favour of thizs motion, but we are very
vague at present.

Capt. Moughtin: The corn warehouses in
Liverpool got rid of rats in the same way
as already mentioned. (C-ies of Oirder,”
and “You have already spuken’ 1 an
speaking on the suggestion of his BEx-
cellency. They got the virus that gives a
certain disease to the rats, and the rat
affected has the power of transmitting it to
all the other rats that he comes into con-
tact with—{laughter)—with the conse-
guenee that he soon clears them out of that
particutar locality. OFf course, so long as it
keeps on moving, it is like the plague itself ;
each neighbourliood gets it, and some may
emigrate to other quarters, but they get it
and pass it on. Half-a-crown a box it costs,
I ¢hink. 1 had some of it, and I cleared the
rats out of my place. £100 would ho well
spent in distributing this stuff in the vari-
ous farms of the Island.

The Governor: T would suggest that the
hon. and gallant memher for Castletown
should pestpone his motion until he ean
bring some concrete proposal hefore the
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Court. (Hear, hear)., If we can make an
arganised attack on the ruts of the Island
for a comparatively small sum, it would be
well worth while.

Col. Moure: 1 shall be quite pleased to
adopt your Tixecllency's suggestion. Poss-
ibly the best time would be after the sum-
nter season is over; it might not be advis-
able to go inta the subject at this time of
the vear.

The motion was by leave postponed,

HORSE AND BULL PREMIUMS.

Ithe Governor: There is one other matter
which is not on the agenda, but which has

becn. serft up to me to-day—that of the
stallion and bull premiums. T fake it that
the Cowt will be prepared to vote the

premiums in the usual way this vear. The
Committee which deals with these premiums
wish to be issuwing their notices;, and so
forth, and thvugh it would be wmore con-
venient, of course, to take this vote when
we tako the other ordinary votes, perhaps
the Court might care to take it now,
although it is not on the agendn. I pre-
sume it will be agreed tpon, and need not
take up any time. (Cries of “Agreecd,”’
“No,"” and “There is not time befors the
train.’”)

Mr Curphey: We are not bound to go by
the half-past fonr train. .

Mr Cowell: Tt is rather tmportant that
the Agricultural Sociely s! atld get to know
where they are.  Within tne next {ortniglt
the principal Shire and Clydesdale shows
take place in Tngland and Scotland, and
also there is an impertant bull sale nt
Penrith, 1t is necessary to get sanction for
the expenditure ol this money, so that we
may advertise promptly in the various live
stock journals, If that is not done, we
shall not get the value for our money that
we ought to get.

The Governor: Tf the lion. member would
move that the Conmunittee be authorised to
mroceed with their usual arrangements, 1
think it would meet the case. The neces-
sary resotution voting grants of £105 and
£170 are not drafted vet, and it will take a
little time to draft them and bave them
signed by the members of the Court. Still,
if the Court is prepared to wait a quarter-
of-an-hour or twenty minutes, we could get
the whole thing through.

Mr Cormode: The House of Keys will
have some business to do in the interval, 1
take it. .

Mr Cowell: Tn moving this resolution, I

don’t think it is necessary to point out the
advantages derived from this grant, With
regard to the horse premiums, in conversa-
tion with all the leading farriers of the
Island, including the hon. member for Peel,
it has been ptoved that within the last ten
of fifteen years, it has come to take as much
iron to make three horse-shoes, as formerly
it took to make six. TUndoubtedly a larger
hoof is a good off-set :to a horge. It has heen
argued that it isonly the large farmer who
gets the benefit of these premiums. I don’t
think it s s0, hat the tenant furmer on ihe
small farm ghaves in the henefit, There s
one instance of a farmer, who didn’t farm
fifty neres, on the South, who purchased
little mare fram the Douglas Corporation
for under £20. By breeding with a
premium liorse, in six vears that man soki
five colts, and realised over £45 each.
That is practical proof of the fact that the
small farmer derives a benefib  from  the
premiums. As regards the cattle premiums,
it will be quite within the memory of mem-
bers that ot our last Christmas fat stock
sales, the first prize fat bullock, the cup
heast, wns bred and fed by a small farmer,
bred from one of his own cows and a
prenium bull, imported and shown by the
Iron. member for Michael, Mr R. 8. Corlett.
These are only twn cnses out of scores in
my own mind, where the smnall farmer has
derived exceeding benefit, both from the
horse aund cattle premiums. I would point
out also that in these times of war, it be-
hoves us speeially to make all the provision
we can in the way of beef. You will have
seen by an advertisement in  the Insular
papers that the price of heef has just gone
up. I say that these premiums lave a
tendency to keep the price of beef down.
I don’t think I need labour the guestion,
but I will now move the grant.

Mr W. Christian seconded.

Mr Crenuell: T oppose this motion for one
reason, and one reason only, and I don't
want the occasion to pass without express-
ing my view. I consisteutly supporied the
grant while the Agricultural Society, which
ts, or which certainly should be, one of the
strongest societies in the Isle of Man—for
there is no trade that is doing so well at
present as agriculiure, and the agricultural
community can well afford to keep their
Society going—while the Agricultural
Socicty was helping itself; and I then be-
lieved, as I remaiked last year, that this
Court was doing wisely in playing the part
of Providence towards ihem, and helping
those that helped themselves. But I have
consistently opposed, and 1 intend to op-
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pose, this vote, now that the Agricultural
Society have refused to contribute anything
whatever, and have asked this Court to find
the whole of the. money. The Receiver-
Gleneral, when this full grant was first pro-
posed, three years ago, said, in effect, “*The
Agricuitural Society are in a very awkward
position this year, and I think we might
let them off this year, and then revert to
the old system.” The hon. member for
Peel very wisely pointed out to the
Receiver-General that that was not in the
nature of the agricultural mind; if they
once got their font in, like the camel, they
would keep it there, and try to get it fur-
ther. T don't fesl justified in voling this
grant while the Apriendbueal Society is doing
nothing whatever to supplement the grants
that are made. 1 behlieve these premiums
have heen an excellent thing for agricul-
ture, and for the Island genecrally, but [
think that the agrienltural community
should support their own cause.

The Clerk of the Rolls: Dot the Society
now give prizes for classes in addition to
those that they liad while they were paying
a proportion of these premiums?® T expect
that, as a class, the farmers subseribe as
much as ever they did, and that they give
prizes for extra sections, so that the same
amount is given by the farmwers as before.
1 don't actually know, but 1 think it must
work out that way.

Mr Cormode: This hias nothing whatever
to do with the summer show.

The Clerk nf the Rolis: But it is the one
subscription list. The Spring Show and the
Summer Show ale found out of the same
fund. T think the subscription list wili he
found to be as large during the kast twelve
months as before, even thongh the money
is not devoted to these specific horse and
buli premium classes.

Mr Cormode: That may be so, but the
argument of the hon. member for Ramsey
ia perfectly sound, and the reply of the
Clerk of the Rolls is no reply whatever.
The Society come before the Court and say,
“These premiums are going to be a splendid
thing for agrienlture,” and the Court sags,
very properly, “‘Show your faith in the pro-
posal by makig contributions towards tt.”’
We know that the agricultural industry is
by far the wealthiest industry in the Island,
and I can only regard it as shabhiness on
their part that they come to this Court and
ask us for the whole of the money. Still,
seeing that this is probably the last occasion
on which the Court will be called upon to
vote this grant—because, under the Agri-

culture and Rural Industries Bill, which, T
suppose, wili be law by this time next year,
the Boaird created by that Bill will have
this whole maiter in its hands—there is no
use in spending time over this vote to-day.
We have voted the money for many years
now, and we may as well go through with
it to the end.

The Receiver-General: 1 think that this
vote should be accepted, As the hon. mem-
ber for Peel has said, this is the last year
that the money will he asked for, because,
under the Agriculture Bill, it is part of the
agreement. that this sum shall be part of
the vote that s to be paid over to the Board
of Agricultnre out of the rate levied, When
that Bill, which was passed by us on the
12th June last, hecomes Jaw—and it really
seems an unconsciotable sime for a Bill to
be awaiting the Royal approval, and T think
vour Kxeellency might wrge the matter
along, because the money for advertising
is in the snme position—I see that members
are smiling at my raising this question—
(laughter)—when that DBill comes into
effect, we shall not have this vote bofore us
agail, and we may as well to-day agree to
the vote which we so often have voted and
agreed upon.

Mr J. Qualtrough: Are we sure that this
is the last time?

My Quine: Last year was the last time.

The Governor: I understand there is an
alteration in the conditions governing tha
premiwns, that the bulls should be not more
than three vears and two months old, in-
stend of three yvears old, The object is to
include bulls calved in the early part of the
yvear. The objoct in breeding almost any
kind of animals is to get calving done as
early in the year as possible, and the
present 1ule shuts out u large number of
bulls ealved in the months of January and
February. T anticipate that the Court will
agree to that alteration.

Mr Cowell: If that matter is likely to in-
terfere with the Court pranting the
premium, I think the Society would waive
1t for this year.

The Clerk of tlte Rolls: Certain recom-
mendations were made by a commnittee, of
which I was a member, and were adopted
by the Court, and T am not sure that they
could be altered without coming to the
Court for sanction,

The Governor: I don’t think the ages of
the bulls were Iaid down, but oniy the ages
of the stallions.

Mr Cormode: Anyhow, there is no hurry
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with regard to that question. If we adopt
the vote now, we can take up tha: question
later,

The Clerk of the Rolls: In any case, it is
a detail which the Court would not quarrel
about. It is only a question of keeping the
thing in order,

The motion was carried, Mr
voting “No.’’ Later on the resolution,
formally drafted, was brought into the
Chamber and was signed by the members.

Crennel}

TXPENSES OF REVISING VOTERS'
LISTS.

The Clerk of the Rells: Ther there is the
matier of the expenses of revising the lists
of voters for which a Committee was ap-
pointed this morming. I now submit the
Committee’s report that the items have
been gone through by Mr Aitken, and the
total amounts o £200 7s 3d. The charges
are all on a seale, a shilling per sixteen
lines allowed to the persons who make out
the lists, and the revising advocates’ fees,
at so much per day, and then there is the
cost of adverbising, and there is £3 10s for
timber for the platform on Douglas Court
House, which is now a perinanent one, and
there is an item of £3 145 104, the cost of
making a gluss case, which members no
doubt have seen, placed inside the door of
Douglas Cowrt House for receiving the lists
of voters. Instead of the names of voters
being printed on large sheets, extending
eight or ten or twelve feet in length, which
is almost impossible to read, they are now
printed and cneclosed in a small glass case
placed at the door, to which cvery person
cat have access. 1 think this money is

well expended, and the wheole account calls.

for no further comment. [ move the ac-
counts be passed.
The Speaker scconded, and it was agreed

.

THE RETITREMENT OF MR J. H.
AITKEN.
The Governor: I think this is the fust
occasion on which the Court has met this
vear, and 1 hardly like $o let the occasion

pass withoui alleding to the faet that the
Court and the Island have lost a very valu-
able and very old servant, in the person of
Mr Aitken. 1t sounds rather curious to
say this, considering that Mr Aitken is here
this afternoon; but he resigned his appoint-
ment as irom the 31sit of December last,
and, with. his usual devotion to duty, he is
now serving voluntarily durmng the time we
are being hard worked because of the war,
in order to give help to the Government
Office. It is more than 48 years ago that
Mr Adiken entered the Governmeni Office,
and over that very long period he has
served with the greatest pussible zeal and
fidelity. .1 am sure the Court would mot
like 50 old and so zealous a public servant
to leave its service without expressing its
thanks to him, I hope and trust that he
may long live to enjoy his extremely well
merited pension, and I know we can always
look to him for any assistance at any time
we need it.  (Hear, hear).

The Clerk of the Rolls: I should kke to
associate myself, and the members of the
Counei! with the words which have just
tallen fromn your Excellency. I have known
Mr Aitken in connection with the Govern-
ment Office Tor at least 43 years, and we all
know that he has been the friend of every-
one who has sought advice. On many
occasions he has been responsible for the
working of Govermment Qffice, during the
absence, and latterly the illness, of Mr
Story., He has been a mest valuable and
excellent public servant, and we all hope, T
am sure, that he will be long spared to
receive that pension which he has deserved
at the hands of his country. We very much
appreciate all he has donc for us.

The Speaker: May I, on behaif of this
Chamber, endorse what has heen said by
your Excellency and by the Clerk of the
Rolls. I am sure that to every one of us
who has desired Mr Aitken's assistance,
he has been most affable and 1eady to give
all information possihle. We feel that he
has earned his retirement, and we hope he
may be long spared to enjoy his pension and
his leisnre.

The Court then rosc.
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